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[PART n] 



CHAPTER XVI' 

msr BiAY AT TORT xntiOHt nu»f jumb Mite to |dlt 6fa 11833) 

Dtpanore of the Afsinlbom Stcamfr — CxcursioT^ into the Pnlric — 
Th« iLrriv^ of tcvcrnl banda of Aaainiboinfl ^The Crrcs, cr Kms- 
tduiut — Tbe Vbits To iLt Cauipi oi tbc^ Indiana — Their Departure 
— Deftth o£ Matiokui — Arriviil of our Ked-boat — Pcefoialioiis lor 
our Journey to Fon Mc Hcrtzio. 

Mk. McKtszib had given us a comfortable lodging in his 
house, ami we iivetl here very pleasantly, in a plain style, 
suitable to ihe resources of so remote a place; for we could 
not hope to meet with so good a table as we had had on 
board the steamer. Wc had, cvcr>" day, fresh or dried buf- 
falo Sesb, bread made of flour, and also a good supply of 
coffee and wine. The first days passed rapidly in e^cam- 
ining the fort and the immediate environs, while, on board 
the fitcamcr, they began already, on the 25th, to unload and 
convt7 the provisions and goods to the fort, so that all was 
bustle and activity. Eight hundred packs of bu£Falo hides, 
each consisting of ten, were immediately emt)arkcd, amid 
a heavy fall of rain, which did much injury to these hides, 
which are tanned by the Indians- It was, therefore, neces- 

* Thu voiutH bep'n* with tbtplci xti of (he London fldJlion-— Co, 
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saiy to open every one of the packs, and dry them a^in. 
The furs m the interior of North America are free from a 
nuisance so common among us, I mean insccU, especially 
moths, which arc unknown on the Upper Missouri. Be- 
sides the buffalo hides^ many beaver, bear, wolf, lynx, fox, 
and other skins were embarked- Of the wolf and lynx, 
SLxty-lwo packs, each consisting of loo skins. Some of the 
Indians were very Iroublesome while ihis was doing, contin- 
ually asking and begging for various things, particularly 
tobacco, which they were too indolent to prepare, or to 
gel from the forest for themselves. The tobacco which the 
Fur Company sells to them, to mix with their leaves or 
bark, is strong, clammy, and black, and is in twists, stx 
or eight inches long. Most of the Indians now present 
looked wretchedly poor, and many of them had not even 
a pipe of their own. Several apartments in the fort were 
assigned to these visitors, where they cooked and slcpt- 

^199) After wc had made ourselves acquainted with the 
fort, wc made excursions into the prairie, especially to the 
chain of hills, and Mr. Bodmer took many views of the 
country. In all such excursions it is not usual to go alone, 
at least not without being well armed, because the Indians, 
especially war parties, can never be trusted. The Assini- 
boin having taken in its cargo, was to depart on the 
afternoon of the a6th of June, and return to St. Louis; the 
Company, therefore, assembled once more on board, to 
dine together. About three o'clock, when the whole popu- 
lation of the place was assembled on the beach, we toolt 
lra%v of our tra\Tlling companions, Messrs. Sandford and 
Pntte, with whom some of the Company *s clerks bad em- 
barked to return to the United States. In order to turn, 
the Assiniboin fir^ went a little way up the river, and thrn 
passed the fort with the rapidity of an arrow, while a mu- 
tual salute of a discharge of cannon and muskett}' was re- 
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echoed from the mountains, and handkerxrhiefs were waved 
till a bend of the river hid the vessel, which wc had so long 
inhabited, from our view. On this day the Assiniboins had 
left the fort to go into the prairie; others, in part rotich 
better dressed, had arrivcdf but only as harbingers of a 
great number of their people^ and of Crccs/ who, in fact» 
came on the 37th of June, singly, and in companies. 

These Crees did not much differ, In appearance, from 
the Assiniboins; they are robust, powetfij-looking men, 
with lank hair falliiig over their shoulders, and a broad Oat 
lock, cul oft straight over their eyes; one man, however, 
had il hanging down to his mouth. Some had their long 
hair plaited in aeveral tails; many wore skin cape adorned 
with feathers, and one had the whole tail of a prairie hen; 
several of them wore the leather cases of their bows wound 
round their heads^ like a turban. Their faces were painted 
red, some with black stripes, and their dress was like that 
off the As&iniboins. Several nf ihcm wore long wolf skins 
over their shoulders, with the head of the animal on the 
breast, and the tail trailing on the ground. Their leggins 
had a quantity of long leather fringe; the men arc said to 
be often much tattooed, and Franklin says. Chat this opera* 
tion is painful, but we were assured diat the contrary is 
the case. The women arc said to be well made, and, 
in the north, they understand how to dye a beautiful red 
with the roots of Caiium Hnctarium and bort^e, and blade 
with the bark of the alder. 

The chief of the Crccs was Maichfccpiton (the broken 
arm), who had a medal with the rffigy of the Prudent 
huDj; round his neck, which he had received on a visit to 
Washington.' The present intention of these people, who 

■ Pc* the Cfw, ttmmiJl <nsr volume «. p. iMs (*«' 75 — ' Rd- 
'OuHnpAiatcd « pottr«ii oE thU ctiicf In il^i; %aA tpMkj of bbvuiL loWuh- 
iastan yodcr Ibc tw uf Joha A^ Sanfuid C;^n?1iablf in i Si; -3>)t Bcoamrpameil by 
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had DO sldns to sell, was to welcome Mr- McKenzie^who 
is much belovod by the Indians^ and frequently receives 
presents from them; and, on rnany occasbns, they have 
cairiwl hiiTi tibout, as in triumpH^ to do him honour, and 
prove their attachment to him. The Crees live in the same 
territory as the Assiniboins, that is. between the Saskatsch- 
awan, the Assiniboin, and the Missouri. Tliey ramble about 
in small bands with the others, are poor, have many dogs^ 
which carry their baggage, but only a tew horses. They 
live, like the Assiniboins, in leather tents, follow the herds 
of buffaloes, of which they sometimes kiU [aoo] great num- 
bers in their parks. The Crees are reckoned at 600 or 800 
tcnls; consequently, assuming the usual number of three 
men for cachr there will be from 1,800 to 2,400 men for this 
tribe. Their customs, games, and religious opinions, are 
said to agree with those of the Assiniboins. Their language 
has an affinity with that of the Ojibuas, but entirely differ- 
ent from that of the Assiniboins, or Sioux, though many of 
the Crees learn the btter. 

Oq the 96th of June, the arrival of a numerous band of 
Afisiniboins was announced to us by several messengers; 
they intended to compliment^Mr.jMc Kcazie,Jwho had long 
been absent. All on a sudden we heard some musket-shot* 
which announced a very interesting scene; and all the in- 
habitants of the fort went out of the gate to witness the 
arrival of this savage horde. Towards the north-west, 
the whole prairie was covered with scatteredpndians^ whose 
numerous dogs drew the sledges with the baggage; a dose 
body of warriors, about 350 or 300 in number, had formed 
Aemselves in the centre, in the manner of two bodies of 
infantry, and advanced in quick time towards the fort. The 
Indian warriors marched in close ranks, three or four men 
deep, not keeping their file very regularly, yci in pretty good 
order^ and formed a considerable line. Before the centre, 
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where, in a European battalion, the colours are carried, three 
or four chiefs advajiced, arm in arm, and from the ranks 
of this motley, maitial, pointed mass, loud musket-shot were 
heard. The whole troop of ihcsc waniors now commenced 
their original song, consisting of many abrupt, broken tones, 
like those of the war-whoop, and having some resemblance 
to the song which we heard, in the years 1813 and 1S14, 
from the Russian soldiers. The loaded dogs» guided by 
women and children, surrounded the nucleus of wamant, 
like the sharpshooters that hover about the line. Thus 
this remarkable body advanced towards us, and many 
interesting features appeared the nearer tlicy approached. 
All these Indians were wrapped in their buffalo robes, and 
dressed out in the most diverse and highly fantastical man- 
ner. Most of them had their faces painted all over with 
rermiljon; others, quite black. In their hair they wore (he 
feathers of eagles, or other birds of prey. Some had wolf- 
skin caps, notwithstanding the great heat, and these caps 
were partly smeared with red paint. Others had fastened 
green leaves round their beads; long wolves' tails were 
hanging down at their heels, as marks of honour for enemies 
they had killed, and the part of their dress made o( leather 
was new and handsomr. They had their guns in their 
arms, their bows and airowE on their shoulders, and, in 
this manner, these robust men, who were, for the most part, 
five feet eight or nine inches, and many six feet high, ad- 
vanced with a light, quick step, in an upright posture, which 
gave them a perfectly miUtary air; and this impression was 
heightened by the song which sounded from th^ ranka^ 
and the loud beating of their drums. They advanced to 
within about ^ty paces, then halted at a fosse running from 
the Missouri past the fort, and waited, the chief standing 
in front, for our welcome, 
Mr. Mc Kenzie had sent two intcrprefers, Halero and La- 
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fontaine, to meet them, who shook hands with the chiefs, 
and then led them to the gate of the fort, which was shut 
as usual, aod a [^ot] guard sd before it, for too many In- 
dians arc never admitted at the same time, because they 
can never be implicitiy trusted. On this occasion, only 
Uic chiefs and about thirty of the principal warriors were 
admitted, who sat down around the apartment which was 
allotted to such meetin^^. All the other Indians went first 
to the Miasouri to drink, and then sat down to rest in the 
shade. 

It was natural that we, as strangers, constantly remained 
with the assembled Indians, for there were many inieresling 
subjects for our observation- The thick stone pipes, with 
long Gat tubes, were handed round, and they showed us a 
remarkably handsome one, ornamented with yellow horse- 
hair, which was intended as a present for Mr, McKcnzie. 
The whole company received something to drink; and many 
Indians, before ihey raise the vessel to their lips, dip the 
fore finger of their right hand into it, and sprinkle some of 
the liquid five or six times in the air, doubdcsa as an offer- 
ing to the higher jxiwers.* They gazed on us with much 
curiosity, and the interpreter gave them an accotmt of the 
singular strangers, who hunted after animals, plants, and 
stones, and prepared the skins of the former, of which they, 
of course, could not see the use. 

\Vhfle iranquDlily was gradually restored within the fort, 
a new and very interesting scene took place without. On 
the west side of the fort the Indian women were engaged 
in erecting temporary travelling or hunting huts, com|X)sed 
of poles, fixed in the ground, and the dc^ sledges set up 
against them, and covered with green boughs^ as they had 
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brou^t only si part of their baggage. Horaes were every- 
where gTEzing, dogs running ii) aJl directions, and groups of 
the rod men dispersed all round. The scene wad highly cn- 
Lertaiaing; And the vanoa^ occupations of cooking, gajning, 
and making preliminary arrangements, diffused life and 
activity os'er the prairie. I was particularly struck with one 
Assmiboin on account of his hcad-drcsa, which I frequently 
saw afterwards, and the interpreter called him to us. He 
wore, across his head, a leather strap, to each side of which 
a horn was fijced, and between them, black feathers cut short. 
The horns, which were cut out of those of an antelope, had, 
at their point, a tuft of horse-hair dyed yellow, and on the 
side hunp leather strinRS, with feathers at the end^ and hound 
with ycUow porcupine quills. Mr. Bodmcr made a very 
faithful drawing of this man, as he wished to be taken in 
his full dress.' His name was Noapeh (a troop of soldiers), 
and his countenance and whole tigure were characteristic- 
ally Indiaji. We visited several of the newly erected huts, 
where ihe Gre was alrf-ady burning in llie cenire; we were 
evoTwlbere tslkxA for whisky and tobacco, of which only 
the last was here and there given. If we wished to obtain 
anything by barter, brandy was always demanded in pay- 
ment, and, Iherefore, very liltle could lie done. Late in 
the evening, the singing and the drum of this restless 
multitude were heard in the fort, and the noise and 
tutnull continued the whole night. On Ihe 28th of June 
we were early in motion, that we might lose no part of 
the new scenes around us. Noapeh was [202] brought at 
an early hour, and stood with unwearied patience to the 
painter, though his relations frecjuently endeavoured to get 
him away. He had put on bts best dress, and had, on 
his breast, a rosette of dyed porcupine quiUs, eight or ten 
inches in diameter- On thw day there was a great crowd 

'Sec Plate 4}i io Uw accomiiftnyioE ftiSAJ* our voliuic qv, — £d. 
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of Indians in the fort, lo barter several articles of their 
diess; part of Ihem went away in the course of the day, 
for when we went lo their camp in the afternoon we found 
most of the huts enijity, anil saw, at a distance, many 
Indians, seldom more than two or three together, reluming 
in three principal directions. A great part of them went 
up the Missouri, parallel with the river, but avoided the 
wood on the bank, and traversed the prairie in a western 
direction; another part turned to the north-east, and these, 
about an hundred in number, went to join in a military 
expedition agamst the Mandans and the Manitarics. On 
occasions like the present, when many Indians assemble 
about the trading posts of the Whites, they are obliged to 
be constandy on their guard, because their enemies endea- 
vour to obtain infonnation of these moments, and take ad- 
vantaRC of them for their sudden aliacks^ On the evening 
of this day, we had a violent storm of thunder, lightning, 
and rain, and, as the rain continued on the following day, 
the 39th of June, the expected arrival of more Assiniboins 
was delayed; they do not willingly travel with their leather 
tents in wet weathcrr because their baggage then becomes 
very heavy; several Indians, however, soon appeared, wet 
through and through^ and covered with mud up to their knees, 
which, however, they did not mind. A sketch was taken of a 
tall young warrior,' who preserved a most inflexible gravity of 
countenance till Mr. Bodmer set his musical snuff-box agoing, 
on which he began to laugh. Another interesting young 
man of the branch of the Stone Indians,' whose name was 
Pilatapiu, bad his protrait taken at a later period. Ills hair 
hung down tike a lion's mane, especially over his eyes, so 
that they could scarcely be seen; over each of them a small 
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white sea shell was fastened with a hair string; in hia hand 
he carried a loT»g lance, such as they use only for show, to 
which a number of slips of the entrails of a bear wen- fast- 
ened, and smeared with red fiaint^ This slender young 
man had his painted leather shield on his back, to which a 
small packet, well wrapi>ed up^ his medicine or amulet in 
horse-stealing, was fastened, and which he greatly prized. 
These people will not part with such things on any terms. 
The handle of his whip was of wood, with holes in it like 
a dute. He and sevenJ Indians brought word xXyaK Iiis 
countrymen, from the environs of the Fort des Prairies, on 
the Saskatschawan River, would shortly visit us, to dispose 
of all their beaver skins. It made us shiver to see the In- 
dians, in the damp, cold weather, run about barefoot the 
whole day in the deep mud. while we, in our room, sat con- 
stantly by the firc-sidc. They, too, greatly enjoyed the warm 
room, and a number of them were always sitting with us, to 
smoke their pipes, whfle Mr Bodmer was drawing Pitatapiu'a 
likeness. We took care that their pipes should be constantly 
filled, and, in general, tried every means to amuse ihcm, 
that they might not lose their patience during ihe operation- 
[203] On the 30th of June, at noon, a band of Indians 
bad airivcd, and twenty-five tents were set up near the fort. 
The women, who were short, and mostly stout, with faces 
painted red, soon finished this work, and dug up with their 
instnjmcnts the clods of turf, which they lay round the lower 
part ol the hut. One of these tents, the dwelling of a chief, 
wasi distinguished from the rest. It was painted of the 
colour of yellow ochre, had a broad reddish brown border 
below, and on each of its sides a large black bear was painted 
(something of a caricature it must be confessed), to the head 
of which, just above the nose, a piece of red cloth, that flut- 
tered in the wind, was fastened, doubtless a medicine.' We 
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now saw tfa« Indian women returning in all directions from 
the forest, panting under the weight of large bundles of wocxl, 
which were fastened on their backs. Their do^ lay about 
the tents; they were large, quite like wolves, and of dif- 
ferent colours, chiefly of the colour of the wild grey wolf, 
and some spotted black and white. Reduced to skeletons 
by want of food, they could not stretch out their sharp back- 
bone; but, for the most part, went crooked and contracted, 
looked about for old bones, and'growled at each other, show- 
ing their white teeth- They were not so savage lo strangers 
as the dogs of the Crows, at Fort Clarke, and if one of them 
seemed inclined to bite us, he was immediately very rcughly 
kicked and beaten by the Indians. 

Wc had not been long in this camp, when another band 
of Assiniboins appeared at a distance. To the west^ along 
the wood by the river-side^ the prairie was suddenly covered 
with red men, most of whom wcnl singly, with their dogs 
drawing the loaded sledges. The warriors, about sixty in 
ntmiber, formed a close column. They came without music, 
with two chiefs at their bead, and proceeded towards the 
gate of the fort> Among them there were many old men, 
one, especially^ who walked with tl^c support of two sticks, 
and many who had only one eye.* The first chief of this 
new band was Ayanyan (as translated by the Canadians, 



* I bavc ipokfP cm Ehli lubjc^t in tbc utiiunt oi my " TVavrla in Brazil," ihe 
»how ilcf«<i hting vtry mmmun among tlic Bruiluns, On thn *hole, it appean 
thikl tiKn arc marc cripples EunoiVK C^ Nnrtli Amoricnn ImUaiu than la BrmEiL 
A dviufiab AsalcitK^D li^ucully visited Fort tloIoDt who wUk at the mosL. be- 
ivnn ihrvfr Dnd ftmr frd high; hli [egt wen ihort, crook«d, And defomfd' Hii 
head, oad ibc upper put of hia bodj» were j>crfcclly well-formed; bU oiunlcnfuicc 
aiuinatcd and JnieUigcol, tia U frtitucirlLy the case *ritb such ]K[s>D!a Be vx>n 
a mDirknbly hancbome Arm, and rodt 3ii« ipritfd hone «c«dingly wtll. In 
the couru! of Ihii journey in North America, I met with scvcrd Indiao idwaHi; 
but not a tin^c EmtJUKC muog the many Brazilians ivhoic I have vcn. Gnv- 
Can Ukfwiv mrntli^rB a defoTm^^d Indian. On Si- Peter't Rivtt then 
two SJou^K v<iEni]nr Mcb of whom was about lwq feci aod a haH high^ Mid 
dure were vliolbr dwajfi nmoaii the BlAckfcct, — Maxucilian. 
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k fiis du gros FratHcis), generally called General Jackson, 
bwause he had made a journey to Washington/" He was 
a handsome mail, in a 6ne dress; he wore a beautifully em- 
broidered black leather shirt, a new scarlet blanket, and the 
great medal round his neck. ITic whole column entered 
the fort, where they smoked, ate, and drank; and. meantime, 
forty-two tents were set up> The new camp had a very 
[)retty appearance; the tcnis stood in a semicircle, and all 
the fires were smoking, while all [204] around was life and 
activity. We witncssitl many amusing stent's; hca% boys 
shot their arrows into the air; there, a Httlc> brown, monkey- 
like child was sitting alone upon the ground, with a circle 
of hungry do^ round it. In ore of the tents there was a 
man very ill, about whom the medicine men were assembled, 
singing with all their might. Many people had collected 
about this tent, and were peeping through the crevices. 
Aft«" the conjuration had continued some time, the lent was 
Opened, and the men who had been assembled In it went 
away by threes, the one in the middle always stepping a 
little before the others, and they continued singing till they 
r^ched their own lenls. In another lent, belonging to a 
young married couple, we found a child bung up in a leather 
pouch, of vcrj' beautiful workmanship. These pouches, 
which serve instead of cradles, are so large that only the 
head of the child is visible. This pouch had, on the upper 
ade, two broad stripes of dyed porcupine quills, and sev- 
eral very pretty rosettes, with long strings of different colours, 
and was }ined with fur. I purchased it from the woman, 



"CmBd, Nprih AmetiGtm Jndhm^ J, pp^ 56. 57. eivrs an aiEaiinL of the tfce^i^ 
Uoa of fbue Jndi«a» nn thnr rctirrn fmri Wuhinf|1oa 1iS,t3) Tbe itories of 
Anuark^Jk ^K^Ei 4l fir»t cruitd a senutloD unaDjc tht tribesmen, but ihry looa 
tirv^a ic <!oubt tbdi authcclkUy, And kI duwa Lhcir narntar tt » liAT and 
itnpodDr, '* GfMnI J*dt«aa " ktllH himKlf the y«r ii|«r bit ntum, pftMly 
bDC4«K of tllncM, MfKccuir htd his rtmunt inltircd ai Furt Unkin- Sot 
ImMftrttmr'j Jour-^^ li, pp, 4tj'4js.— Ed. 
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bul, with many other interesting articles, il has never reached 
Europe. 

On the rsl of July, m the moming, we heard that Mat- 
30kiu\ the young Blackfoot Indian, who had come here 
with us, had been shot, during the night, in the Indian camp. 
Berger, the Blackfoot interpreter, who was charged to have 
a watchful eye over this young Indian, had frequently warned 
him to keep away from the Assiniboins and the Crees, or 
some mischief would certainly befall him; but he had suf- 
fered himself to be deceived by tbeir apparentiy friendly cx)n- 
duct, and had remained in a tent till late at night, where he 
was shot by a Cree, who had immediately made his escape* 
We saw the dead body of our poor travelling companion, 
laced up in a buffalo 's skin, lying in the fori, and it was after- 
wards buried near the fort, in a coffin made by the carpenter, 
Kiasax had been more prudent; he had not trusted the As- 
siniboins, and had returned with the steamboat to his farrjily, 
Mr. Mc Kenzie (old us^ that he had witnessed a similar in- 
cident the year before, A Blackioot whom he brought with 
him, was shot by the Crccs at their departure, though he 
had previau-sly been many times in their camp. 

After the perpetration of this deed, a dead silence prevailed 
in the Indian camp; but about noon, two of the chiefs, at- 
tended by other Indians in procession, singing aloud, and 
among them Genera! Jackson, came as a deputation lo make 
eiscuscs to Mr. Mc Kenzie for this murder. They brought, 
by way of present, a horse, and a couple of very beautiful 
pipes, onr of which was a real calumet, adorned with feathers 
and green horse-hair. They made sin address to Mr, Mc 
Kenzie, in which they solemnly asserted their innocence of 
the death of the Blackfoot, saying that the deed had been 
done by a Cree, who had immediately fled, and whom tbey 
had pursued, but in vain. Ayanyan is said to have spoken 
remarkably wcU on this occasion. 
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In Ihe afternoon we again heard the Indian drum beating 
very loud in the lent of tlie »ick nian, a.nd we went there to 
see their conjurations. We looked cautiously through the 
crevices in Ihc tent, and saw the patient sitting on the floor, 
his head, co\'ered with a small rap, sunk \:^o$\ upon his 
breast, and several men standin,£; around him. Two of the 
medicine men were beating the drum in quick time, and a 
third rattled the Quakcmuha (or Shishikuc), which he 
waved up and down. These people were singing with great 
effort; sometimes they uttered short ejaculatione, and were 
in a violent perspiration; sometimes they sucked the places 
where the patient felt pain, and pretended they could suck 
out or remove Ihe morbid matter- Such jugglers are very 
well paid by the patients^ and always regaled with lobaccon 
Many o( the Indians went away this afternoon, because 
they could not find sufficient subsistence. Among others, 
General Jackson had taken leave- It was reported that 
some of the Crces had said they would take up the body 
of the Blackfoot that was shot, because there had not been 
time to £ca]p him; but such expre^ions were quite usual, 
and the grave ^^ not disturbed. 

The keel-boat from Fort Cass had arrived, on board of 
which we were to go to Fort Mc Kerzie, We had, there- 
fore, a numerous company, but we were in no want of pro- 
visions, as our hunters had brought home, from their last 
excuntion, the flesh of nineteen buffaloes- It was exactly a 
year today, July 4th, since we had landed at Boston, Mr. 
Mc Kenzie sent Bergcr, the interpreter," and one Harvey, by 

^ B«rgrT (uMMlly CAll«l " old miiD Ucrgcr ") had !a hi* «iri;r ^y* ^hzi id I^ 
cSBplOf of the Hudaod** B«y Citrnpany, Gcfnit u> the Missouri viith KcnoeLh 
McXcuiic. be rTDOcrr«J viludUc srrvicr Uj the AmfrHnn Fur Companr, The 
(bntig wirh whirh ht vrnhimd nmnnj thr hoitilc Bluckfeei. togtlher wi\h hU 
|aidvlcdf[T erf their UnfruoRr utd cuAUrn^, succeeded m pcnuoding a baiH^ i^f ih&E 
tdbc 1o rl>Ji Foit UahfTL. And nuke a InAly nf unitj (lAji)- Berg«r*t solaty ■> 
BUfllioDt iMrrjifFtf/ t/v,% ci^hl hundnrl dolliin p«r manum. He vu iLill Uviog 
in tt^y when he hul a h»txlc tncouoter with Aleuoder ElAnney-— Ed. 
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Unci, to Fort Mc Ken/ie, to which they proceeded on horse- 
bick, before us, along the north bank of the river- They 
had no baggage but their anns, their beds of buffalo skin, 
and blankets. They look some dried meal with thcm» but 
thry ciiiefly depended for sulsistence on their rifles. While 
the people were employed in loading the keel-boat with the 
goods and provisions for the tribes living higher up the river, 
we profiled by this la'^t day's stay in this place, to make 
excursions into the neighbouring woods on the river-side, 
and to the prairie. In a wood, below the fort, we found a 
tree, on which the corpses of several Assiniboins were depos- 
ited; one of them had fallen down, and been torn and de- 
voured by the wolves. The blankets which covered the 
body were new. and partly bedaubed with red painty and 
some of the branches and the bunk of the tree were coloured 
in the same manner, Dreidoppel, who discovered this tree, 
took up the skull of a young Assiniboin, in which a mouse 
had made its nest for its young; and Mr. Bodmcr made an 
accurate drawing of the free, under which there was a close 
thicket of roses in full blossom, the fragrant flo^^ers of which 
seemed destined to veil this melancholy scene of human 
frailty and foUyJ' 

The Flora keel-boat was laden» and there was only the 
baggage of the travellers to be taken on board. This vessel 
was a strong-binit sloop, about sixty feet long by sixteen 
broad, with a deck, a mast, and sail The goods were de- 
posited in the middle space; at ihe stem there was a cabin, 
ten paces long and five or six broad, with two berths, one 
of which was allotted to Mr. Mitchell, and the second to 
me; the other persons, three in number, spread their beds, 
in the evening, on the fioor. At the back of this cabin there 
was a little window, with a sliding shutter, and, on each 
aide, a port-hole, which, in fine weather, admitted light and 

" Sec PUte f>^, m the KccompUiyiDg fttUs, our volurnc Mitv,— ^ Ec. 
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air. Round the vessel tlten- was a leilge, about a foot and 
a half broadf on which the men lA'ulked backwards and for- 
wards [30O] when, the water being low. they had to propel 
the boat by means of poles. In the fore put of the vessd 
WB^ the apartmrnt for the engages, and* 011 the deck^ an tron 
grate for eooktng: here, loo, the game which we had taken 
was bung up. About half of our men were destined to tow 
the vessel when there was no wind. Formerly this was the 
only method of navigating the Missouri^ till, about two years 
ago. the first essay was made with the steam-bout which 
now goes regularly to Fort Xlnion- A voyage from Saint 
Louis to Fort Mc Kcnzic used to take eight months^ and is 
now performed by the steam-boat in a little more than a 
third of that time. The number of men, destined by Mr. 
Mc Kcnzie for the voyage to the Blackfeet, consisted of 
double the usual creiv of a keel-boat, and, including us 
travellers, amounted to fifty-two persons. I had taken many 
things, necessary for a long journey, from the Company's 
stores, but pmt of what I had brought from St. I^uts had 
been left at Fort Pierre, on the Teton River, the want of 
which 1 already felt, but had still more reason to lament 
in the seque]. 

All necessary arrangements for our voyage being made, 
Mr, Mc Kenzic caused some fireworks to be let oS before 
the fort on the bank of the Mi^^oun, for the amusement of 
the people^ which gave occasion to many jokes. The ser- 
pents dispersed the crowds of young Canadians, who had 
never seen anything of the kind before^ and were called by 
their older, more experienced comrades, m^mgeurs fU lard.^ 

■Th* Britiah <tHiip4DiH dk2iiiLguiflh«l beiveea " wtaicten "— old eitpni- 
cocod tra^\oyi9, «hu dcvulcil their caLirc lime lo the buaiocsa <d thv vmpVKf. 
aad vb» i/etc liirrleu^ u^ |inv4TkiniL — ami monsritrt dt lord C" pojt: mMi "), 
wbo wen ernpluyod ojal/ for tba Bumrntr months, ffajcflr in Iiaiupartlng the canor 
losda iroiD Munlnttl to ibc Uppci CoLintr> loJ rcturik- Sec F, J, Tiimi!r, " Thi 
Fur TTidc In WIvvTUdn/' In Wtironain HLitartcil Society Praevdin^i, iSgg, pp 
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voVAOE rtoM roKT UNion TO uu^CLESaELL ftiv£ft, THOU TB£ 6ra 

i TO THE 28TB OF JffL¥ 

Difficul! Nivigfltion — Remarkable r*>rmation of the Emin*iic*5 — La 
Rivifcrc iiiJt Trerahlcs —Prairie I la Come du Cerf^ Successful 
Buffalo Chrtsc — Wieck vi the Beaver Keel-b.jai — Thf rude Man- 
ners of the American Hungers — Beaver Denfi — Prairies o! ihe Up- 
per Missouri — Successful Bcir Cba&c — Milk River — The Orignal 
— Grand Dflciur — Big-Dry River— Whifr Mounifltn Castles — Dif- 
ficulties of Ihe Naturalist — Musclesheli River. 

On the 6th of July, ai seven in ihe morning, after we 
had taken leave of the inmates of the fort, our men began 
to tow the Flora. The American Bag was hoisted on the 
fort, and several guns were fired, on both sides, as a fare- 
well salute. The weather was warm and fine, so that the 
men who towed the vessel suffered from the heal, and fre- 
quently lay down on the muddy bank of the river to drink. 
Beyond the wood, where the dead of the Assiniboins were 
deposited in the trees, a bend of the pvet to the north made 
us lose sight of the fort, and Mr. Mc Kenzie, who had 
ftceompanied us so far, wished us a happy voyage, and rode 
back; on which the cairnon of our vessel again fired a salute. 
Wc aftcm-ards rowed in the boat to the south bank, where 
we landed several of our people to hunt, and rambled through 
the dense forest and the prairie. The ground, which was 
everywhere seen between the high grass^ was an indurated 
whitish clay, on which the plants, of which we collected 
scvtrral, grew only in single spots. We saw no game, it being 
too near the fort j but wc observed traces of stags and buSaloes, 
and numbers of their bones. The yellow-breasted Ictcria 
viridis was sin^ng among the thickets, especially in ihe rose 
bushes. We ascended the high^ bare, day hills, from the sum* 
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mil of which wrsaw our vessel approaching. The prospect 
was very fine; wc overlooked the windinffa of the rivtrr^ the 
verdant moors, the forests, and the thickets, the prairies here 
ftnd there extending bcj-ond them, and the lofty fantastic 
chain of clay hfllsj o( a whi(ish-gnry colour, with some darker 
strata, or horizontal stripes, and rej^ular perpendicular [ao8] 
clefts or rapines. The twenty-six men who towed our boat 
had been often obliged to put off (be greater part of their 
clothes, to wade ihrouj^ the water, and the nrnd of the soft 
sand hanks. The trunk of a tree, lying on a bank, broke 
the door of our c^biii» and vre were frequently obliged to 
row. For this purpose there were on the deck, two large and 
long oars, which were worked by three or five men, who 
fralked backwards and forwards. At a large pile of drift- 
woori on the bank, an immcn.sc tree swept our deck, as the 
people who were tawing did not hear us call to thetn, and 
broke the stays, by which I received a severe blow, whicfa 
might have proved dangcrous^ Often, too, wc came so near 
the bank, that the earth covered the windows, ami made 
our cabins quite darL We had our dinner at four o'clock, 
"■*ffHtif*g of salt pork, pemmican, hard ship's biscuit, and 
coffee. In the evening, when the <iun was»e1ting, and ilht- 
mjned the chain of hflU -Aith wonderful splendour, our hunt- 
ers returned with a youn^ deer. On this day Mr. Mitchell 
divided the crew of the vessel into watches, so that two 
mm might always watch, who were relieved three times ki 
die ni^t. Powder and ball were distributed among the 
^men, but tbey were forbidden, under penalty of five dollars, 
to &t, which might easily have attracted Indian war parties. 
On the following morning (July 7), the weather wa^i agrcie- 
tUe and the sky dear; we saw many swans, but could not 
get at them. We had before observed these beautiful birds 
and wild geese on the sandy beacfap The young branches 
ot the thickets had niffered by the frost, and the river had 
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fallen four inches; to-day^ however, the heat was so intense 
Ihat we could scarcely bear it on deck. We observed that 
the stems of the poplaxft, to the height of live feet, or fifteen 
feet above the present level of the river, had the bark rubbed 
oQ by the ice. In this part there appeared, before the hills, 
cone$ of a most angular shape, burnt lo a brick red; and 
the summit of the higher hills were often strangely formed 
in various angles. In the whitish strata of clay-state be- 
tween the day are here and there apertures, arched above 
in the form of the gates or windows of knights * castles. The 
men who towed our boat killed^ in the prairie, a lai^ rattle- 
snake, the rattle of which we had heard on board the vesseL 
The huntrrs had scrn some elks and drer; and Dechamp 
brout;ht one of the latler on board. The lowers had much 
labour at this part of our voyage, the current of the river 
bdng very strong: ihey were sometimes obliged to climb, in 
a long row, up the hills, where we saw them suspended^ 
like chamois. In dangerous positions. Mr. Bodmer sketched 
some of these hills on the left bank," In other places, the 
engagis who were towing were obliged to make a way on 
the bank by cutting down large poplars and thick bushes, 
which oflen cost much lime and trouble. Here they often 
met with rattlesnakes, of which they killed several. Mr. 
Budmtfr came so near one of these snakes, that he had 
nearly been bitten by it; he» however, killed it by a blow, 
and brought it on board- On this occasion, Mr. Mitchell 
told U5 that he had once seen an Indian boy die in an hour 
and a half after having been bitten by one of these snakes. 
faoQl According to Ross Cox,^' the Canadians eat the 
rattlesnake; but I can affirm that we never saw an instance 
of it; on the contrary, they always manifested the greatest 



" Sk PIbIc A71 figure I, In Lhc accompaDpins all&s, out volumr m,— Cd. 

** FckT Ron Cox, irc Fmnchtit's NvrtUivt, lu TulLuae ii of oui ama, V- >7*^> 
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antipathy to those animals. 'Vhis traveller likewise says that 
ihe ?«rpenl often bites itself, but I cairnot believe this, as I 
never succeeded in any attempt to make* hitn do so. 

The next day, the 8th| nve had again many difficulties. 
The river was shallow in places, and our men were obliged 
to get into the water to push our \xssel on- In order to 
convey them from the boat to tfit land, there were no means 
but by laying a board, which had to be placed in a slanting 
position, so that it was no easy matter to climb up. On the 
left bank they wirre ofttrn prevented from proceeding, lie- 
causc the ground was so loose that it ^ve way under their 
feet. In this manner three Assiniboins had been killed, who 
«at down below the bank, when the sand fell, and buried 
Ihem. The forest through which our men passed, had, in 
these parts, a \'ery thick underwood of roses and buffalo- 
bcnies, and there were many very krge frogs in it. At a 
place where Ihe chain of hills recedes behind woods and 
thickets from the Missouri, we came to the mouth of a stream, 
with a soft bottom, which is called, by the Canadians. La 
Rjvifcre aux Trembles, and, by Lewis and Clarke, Martha *s 
River.'* Of all the hunters whom we had landt^ at this 
place, Papin alone brought a very fat deer; but it coat much 
trouUe to take our hunters on board again, for the cngagis 
who went with the boat for that purpose, fell up to the 
waist in mud, after caking oB their clothes. They were 
forced partly to swim, partly to wade, in order to reach the 
land. A little further up, the labour of the men towing 
the vessel was still greater; for, on the other side of a sand 
bonk, the river was covered with snags, the intervals be- 
tween which were hidden by foam and small twigs- The 



*"Nov Big Uuddy Rivttf, ih« fini Urge noTUi«rn aauent of the Uittaiiri 
volDFtbc Yelbwwonir, \\ riH0 on tbr borders ol A»JiutyA», llova nt.^Tly ■ 
vcntbcm courv, and fomu the t^Mum bouodaiy of Fort Prck Indfan mn-ra- 
linn, — Ed. 



JO 



Early Wtsttm Travfb 



tVoL aj 



men, in a long row, hod to step or jump from one of these 
snags to another, the sand being too soft to bear Iheir weight ; 
but Ihey frequently missed the snags, and fell between them, 
up to their arms, into the river, so that many of them, who 
had never before done such work, trembled all over, and 
relumed to the vessel. When they had got over these diffi- 
culties^ they reached the prairie, beyond which, at the dis- 
tance of from 150 to 200 paces from the bank of the river, 
the most singular pyramids rose, like towers. Our hunters 
had killed an elk, a variable hare," and a large rattlesnake. 
The willow thickets on the bank, over which the goatsucker 
was hovering, and from the edge of which a Large wolf stood 
looking at us, were lull of mosc[uitoe5, which, happily for 
usj were kept at a distance from the vessel by a slight wind, 
when we look up our quarters for the night on shore. If 
we shot a goatsucker, we found in his capacious jaws a ball 
of mosquitoes, which quite filled it, which are j^THdually 
collected and swallowed from time to time; so that the Rame, 
mangtUT tUs puiringouins, given to this bird by the Canadians^ 
is very appropriate. During the night, however, those trou- 
blesome insects had found their way into our cabin, and 
sadly tormented us on the 9th, in the morning, for which 
reason we were very glad to proceed on our voyage, which, 
[210] however, began with new difficultifs. Two deer swam 
through the river near us, and many shots were fired at them 
in vain, as well as at some buffaloes; yet our deck was quite 
hung round with game, especially portions of the large elks. 
Our men broke the large bones of these animals, and used 
the marrow for greasing the locks of their guns. The 
skins of such animals, killed on these voyages, belong to the 
Company, and arc used to make shoes tor their servants. 



" Tbc TAif abk htM of th^; Upper MlhsouH appears t> be the L^ptu Fir|M- 
anwt of WArdrn. t kni «1t my Ane tpcclmcntH uhl tbcidcre cuuat comiMre 
I hia sptdcj *Aih thorn kn Euk^.— MjucnmiAifl. 
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About twelve pair of Indian shots arc made of one large 
elk^s fikin, the making of which costs a dolUr; the skin of a 
VirgmkD deer will produce only &vc or sLt pair. 

About ten in the morning a violent storm arose, accon> 
pamied wfth rain; the ihermometer was at 71^, and lh« 
mosquitoes were very troublesome- On the bonk we saw a 
long yellow day hill, in the shape of a fortres, and before 
it smaller hiDs^ with isolated cones, partly consisting of pur- 
ple clay >'* Near these dngular hills our hunters had killed 
a couple of deer, and brought with them the horns of a large 
elk» with seven antlers. We lay to for the evening at the 
wooded bonk, where numerous beautiful shrubs were partly 
in Hower* Early on the morning of the loth, the hunters 
landed, and soon returned with the information that they 
had killed three buffaloes and a bear. As the distance wafl 
too great to bring the latter to the vessel, they had only cut 
off his claws; but some men were despatched to fetch 
the buffaloes. Wc traversed the forest into the open prairie, 
where the animals lay, at the distance of full half a league. 
In the forest we, for the first time, killed the magpie of this 
country (Fi£c Hudstmica^ Bonn), which, in appearance, 
much resembles that of Europe; but differs considerably 
in its note and manners. Its nest was in a thick thorn bush, 
seven feet from the ground, and had two young birds in it- 
I have never seen these birds with more than two young ones ; 
and the old birds are very shy in summer, and it is very 
difficult to surprise them. Not far from the magpie we 
found a couple of young owls> fully grown^ silting close to 
each other on a branch, while the note of the old bird was 
h««rd in the high trees in the vicinity. In the thick bushes 
we heard the note of the cheerful and agQe Icferia viridis. 
The bushes of dog-wood, ^rmphoria, and roses, were so full 
of mosquitoes, that when we had discharged our pieces, it 

" 5c«Flatc 66j fiforM ii, 17, in the bCfunpna^ng atU«, our rolurac Jtxy- — Ed- 
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was difficult to reload them. Ilic heal was grcut, and not 
a breath of air was sttmng lo relieve us from Ihosc cnic! 
bloodsuckers. In the neighbouring prairie we found the 
cactus plant, which we have before mentioned, covered with 
the most beautiful flowers, which attracted vast numbers 
of insects. About twelve o'clock the men returned with 
the buffaloes, and we went on boand with them. They had 
seen several l>uCalocs, but could bring away the ficsh of only 
two of those that had been killed. After leaving this place, 
the bank was covered with low bushes, so that we were in 
DO danger from the falling of high trees; but large portions 
<A the steep l>ank itself frequenUy fell down, and dashed the 
water even into our cabin. Messrs- Bodmer and Mitchell 
made an excursion into the wood, where they saw many 
wild pigeons, numerous traces of bears, and the corpse of 
an Assiniboin deposited in a tree. There was an under- 
growth of black currunls, in search of which our people 
always [an] went, whenever they had a moment to spare, 
'towards evening, when we lay to near the prairie of the 
north bank, a violent storm seemed to threaten the safety of 
the vessel, and it was therefore niade as fast as possible, but 
it passed over, the clouds dispersed, and our fears were 
dispelled. At half past nine in the evening we saw a faint 
aurora borealis, the rays of which shot up into the sky; the 
temperature of the air tvas pleasant, but the sky was not free 
from clouds, which diminished the brightness of the meteor. 
On the morning of the nth of July, Mr. Bodmer took 
sketches of the singular chain of hills, near which our people 
ej^rienced great difficulties from sinking in the mud, and 
were often obliged to swim; twenty-nine of them were em- 
ployed at the tOTiing-rope, till a verj' violent storm^ with 
torrents of rain, compelled us to take shelter on the bank, 
under cover of a tall poplar wood. The rain penetrated 
through the deck into our cabin^ and welted our baggage; 
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luckily it was of short duration. U'c had now passed a place 
called L'Isie au Coupfe (the cut-off), but the Missouri had 
here l^okeo tbrcmgh at one of its large bends, and had 
formed a low idand opposite to a marshy tongue of land; 
the channel foDows the main breach, and beyond this the 
river 1% very broad: at ihis time it was hi gh and full. HtU 
ianihu% pc^iclarist m full size and beauty^ as well as the 
two species of willows {Salix hngifolia and ludda) already 
mcniioned, grew on the banks of the river; they arc exposed 
lo constant destruction; the river tears them away in large 
masses, and throws them into its rapid waves; but the ever- 
acting energy of nature is not to be restraioed, and they soon 
appear again on the new alluvial soil, though, in gcoeral, 
only young, slender willows. We fired in vain at a couple 
of swans on a small stream called Porcupine River," the 
mouth of which is on the north side, and an elk, killed by 
Dcchamp,'* detained us some time to take the flesh on 
board. We then reached Two Thousand MUcs River, so 
called by Lewis and Clarke, which joins the Missouri on the 
north side, from which^ to the junction of the Mi&souri with 
the Mississippi, it is said to be 2,000 miles,'' At this place 
the forest joined an extensive prairie, covered with bushes of 

^* Lr^ni kiDd Clark w> OAmrd Ihfi sncam from the ununul numtwr of prirca- 
plgiea uxb aeu iD idoiiCIl Th« pruect PoKupioc Klvrr is a bnLnch of (be Milk. 
Tbe iftnam ben » desiGiut^J *^ aow Vo^hu Rivrr, *huBt mvcibI br&adu» hiiK 
ifedrrueoD the BDuthUD InrdieT of AsBDlTnii; ir fTmvi nparty louth into th« Mis- 
ft/m, tbrougli Fort P«dc Jfidian rrscrvalJoa. The Italian of FopUr, «a the Gnu 
NocttKHk Ejd1w«)r» b KU il* mouth. — Ed 

"DndkAinpi wu probably one ol the tamiXy oi htli'Wvcdi »bo were Utci 
(l9j5) irurderM nl Fori Utriati. Sfe LatptnUur'i Jamtat, i, pp- ^7, 78, pf-ioi; 
alw>aetc rt^* foal, p. 151 -— Ec. 

■ PTobabljr Red Wtter Creek, |usi ftbwe Poplftr RUctr, but oa dw wuth, not 
north, arSe of the Mlnauri, ]n ihc Original /outnah. l»th Lcwu and Cluk 
ipnl of This rTf«k u 00 the " larboard (idp." Thrrr 11 etvdv reuon ta think 
tllM MildlllJban wai misukca in bis idpntlBudon of ihoc three nvera oF LcwU 
■Ad Oitk*— Hutl^'»« Fiiii:ij[jioc» aqU Tvo TboLtuaiJ Mile Cr<c«k- Tbc vsx 
aUkd hf him UjtrtK>'»< or Ijt Rivf^re aui T^rmbln, wu probthly the pr««enf 
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artcmisia, where we fotmd, on the ground, large cast-off 
elks' horns- Many isolated trees were quite dr>-, and of a 
sDver-grey colour, doubtless through a prairie fire; in one 
of them we heard the chirping of the young of a pair of 
Spain) w- hawks, which are very common here; the old birds 
flew anxiously about. Here, too^ were numbers of the great 
fly-catcher (Muscicapa tyrcnnus). Elks and deer had tra- 
versed the prairie in all directions, and trodden many paths 
to the river. The prairie extended, without mlerruption^ as 
far as the eye could reach; it is called Prairie k la Come de 
Cerf, because the wandering Indians have here erected a 
pyramid of elks' horns. As we perceived it from the river, 
we went to it» accom^mnied by Dechamp and Sancier. 

About Soo paces from the river, the hunting or war par- 
ties of the Blackfoot Indians have gradually piled up a quan- 
tity of elks' horns till they ha%"c formed a pyramid sixteen 
or fighteen feel high, and twelve or fifteen feet in diameter. 
Every Indian who passes by makes a point of [ais] con- 
tributing his part, which b not difficulti because such boms 
arc everywhere scattered about; and often the strength of 
the hunting party is marked, with red strokes, on the horns 
they have added to the heap, AH these horns, of which there 
arc certainly more than t^ooo, arc piled up, confusedly mixed 
logt*(hcr, and so wedged in, that we found some trouble io 
extricating, from the pyramid, a large one, with fourteen 
antlers, which wc brought away with us. The boms are 
partly separated from the head of the animal with the skull, 
and partly single horns. Some bufifaloes* faoms were mixed 

Foplnr, irbirli would cnrrrapond to tbc Fmicli'Caiuidli.ii nianF^ but this wu not 
tbe fiver lUirnrd Muttia'a by Lcwit and CJorlc Isrp uHlf. rote 16). MfLximiUAn 
spciikv of Porcupine River ma" amuU stream/^ while in t«1il> it wu the 1i&r]CC3l 
ri*ri ^lUBciJ aljjvrr the YcIliJitftUine, *iitl Lewis and Clift conjitJtrriJ il ** i pus- 
tiblv liDP ot f-nnirniinirAiinn with tbp Studciiichewin. Miiiiiniliari'q *' I'nrciipJM " 
WDuUl (hu> be dihcr TuUe Cmk^ or vttnz of (he sniklkt nortbefn bffliicnti of thi» 
ttntch of the river, wUch would dio vcoudI lor Us miipkdng Two Tboioand 
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with them. The purpose of this practice is said to be a 
medicine, or charm, by which they expect to be successful 
m hunting. As the dntwing of this pyramid was begun, 
we were called away by signals from the vessel." 

A violent storm, which came up in the evening, was suc- 
ceeded on the next day (the 12th of July) by a very high 
wind, which, as we attempted to proceed, twice broke the 
towing-ropC) and we got into two successive whirlpools {re- 
moux), twice turned the vessel round, and carried it with 
violence against the bank^ so that the water came into the 
cabin, and the deck was covered with earth. As the wind 
did not abate, we lay to at the upper part of the Prairie & 
la Come dc Ccrf, and immediately dispersed in quest of game. 
The prairie was the same as yesterday, and the wind blew dust 
ajkd sand into the air, and even into the closest chests in our 
vessel. We met with \-arious species of birds, among which 
was a Uack and white finch, which appeared to me to be a 
new species, and in its mode of life greatly resembles the 
rice bird. Among the wormwood bushes we roused several 
rariable hares, and saw the yeQow-headed blackbird, many 
sparrow-hawks, and a large rattlesnake, which escaped into 
a hole underground. Elks* horns were everywhere scattered 
about, and it would have been easy to make of them a second 
pyramid like the one already mentioned. ScveraJ interesting 
plants were gathered, among which were the Asclepias 
f^ptci^fsa, with large fragrant flowers, and a new species of 
iachua or pr€natUh€S. Just at the place where our vessel 
lay^ were four old Indian huts, of some war or hunting party, 
composed of trunks and bou^ of trees pUed together in 
t square, in which some of our people made a fire to cook 
their meat. Scarcely 100 paces above these huts, was the 
Indian Fort Creek of Lewis and Garke — a stream wilh a 
deep bed, in which there was now but very little water. The 

' See PlAtf tt* la the actompinjdnic litlu* our volume! ix\.*~ £i>. 
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wind, which was so violent at noon, abated towards the 
evening, and allowed us to proceed a little further up the 
river, till we lay to for the night. The air was very cool 
to-day, and made a striking contrast to the heat of yester- 
day; however, we comforted ourselves that we were not 
tormented by the mosquitoes. On the following morning, 
Ibc 13th, it was just the same, and wc were soon oUiged 
to stop by the rising of the wind. We had seen a large bear, 
and accordingly look advantage of our rest to send our five 
hunters in pursuU of it. They did not, however, succeed 
in their object, but brought back* in place of tt> some other 
^me. The vrood here was so thickly matted with willows^ 
roses, dog-berry, and many burrs and other troublesome 
plants, and likewise so full of dry broken wood and rubbishi 
lying on the ground, that it was excessively difficult [213] 
to penetrate, I followed, alternately, the paths tixxlden by 
buffaloes, elks, bears, and deer, and at length got into such 
an intricate thicket, that it was not till after many bouis of 
painful and fatiguing exertion, that I was so fortunate as to 
find our vessel; but all my clothes were completely torn to 
rags. On the inclined trunk of a tree, I saw an Assiniboin 
wrapped in skin; the tree itself was painted red ; and on one 
of the boughs hung the saddle and stirrups of the deceased. 
Though the weather had improved, we made but little 
prc^css this cvenbg. because the river was too shallow, 
and we were not able to follow the south bank till the fol- 
lowing morning (the i4lh). Hereabouts, a chest and a cask 
were found, which belonged to the Beaver keel-boat, wrecked 
there in the preceding year, and was likewise under the com- 
maod of Mr. Mitchell. As we had to contend with the soft 
sand banks in the river, and could not proceed without great 
effortp the vessd was put back, and brought into another 
channel, where we soon took in fresh game, for our hunters 
succeeded in killing five elks, of which, however, they could 
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only bring away a part. Herds erf buffaloes were in ihc 
vidnity, and 5crcrH) of these colossal a n im a h ciOflMd the 
Missouri in our sjghl. Dtchamp, Paptnj and Drddoppd 
overtook these swinuning animals in a boat, whilv (our or 
five of our hunters got ashore before them, and two of these 
wild oxen were kflled; a third escaped severely wounded, 
but one of those that were killed sank so dcej> into the mud 
of the river that no part of his flesh could be obtained. A 
white wolf appeared immediately after, and very composedly 
laid hiiD^lf down on tlie bank, doubtless watting our de- 
parture to commence his delicious repast. This jKirt o( the 
country was low and flat; wood, willow thickets, and prairie 
alternated along the bonk. We here saw, for Ihc first time, 
a beautiful plant, which is frequent from hence further up 
the river, the Ru&eckia cciumnaris (Pursh), the petals of 
which are half orange-colour and half brown. We lay to, 
for the night, near a wood on the right bank» when our 
peo|4e bathed, Uie evening being very ftne and warm. l*be 
wood was lofty, fthidy, aod beautiful; we looked into high, 
daifc ascades, wbete the vhitiab trunks shone in the twi- 
light; in bont of it lay an old Indian hut; the night- 
swaOow bovtrtd h^ in tbr atr, aod numerous bats flitted 
aoosa the nriict of the water. The mosqmtoca wen not 
m> CrooUesocBe; aad at ten in the evening there was an 
barcalts, consisdng of two columns of pale li^t, 
which rose U^ in the air, soinetiTnei lengthening, aod 
then a0a OMiactMiit We never beanl any noise accom- 

aad the ioBowng morning (the i5tb]wcTtTay 

^ o'dodt, jf Fahrenheit PapcD hod dboc 

liesdre, fawt did not kS ii; iriricb was 

of uM loQO bowBig 01 Aa worvca ■uUi 

for tf>eae cztatttrcs Dukean io- 

tfarf have kmnd wach a prise, aad 
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contend for the booty, in which cases the weaker and the 
young come off the worst. The ground of this forest, and 
of (he adjoining pmirie, was a healed, very hard^ dry clay, 
and the country reminded me, at this season, except [314] 
in the vegetation, of the summer in the Scrtao of the province 
of Bahia, in Brazil. Numerous birds animated the thickets^ 
and we were preparing to pursue them, when a large buffalo 
bull ad\*anced into the river, and immediately sank in the 
mud. We hastened up and killed him with 5e\'eral shot. 
With Messrs. Mitchell and Ciithbertson" I soon afterwards 
reached the vessel; my American friends^ heated as they 
were, threw themselves into the water to refresh themselves. 
Towards noon, when the thermometer was at 86°. our other 
hunters relumed, who had killed several builaloes, and 
wounded an antelope. They had seen a herd of at least 
100 clksj and wounded one of them. Mr. Mitchell, with 
his rifle, had shot down a white-headed eagle from a high 
tree, where he was devouring a large 6sh. The evening 
was very pleasant, but the mosquitoes penetrated in such 
swarms into the vessel, that we were obliged lo stop every 
aperture of the cabin, and consequently suffered from the 
heat. 



* AlM>nd«r CulbfTUon. who ■Aerwu'di wu promfocnt u chiri fartor And 
pvlncr ill the Americao For Catn^aj, hid* m thia year (1835}, entered iU vra- 
ploy, uimu rttQitiuicndatitiiJ of an unJe. Jobn CuLbnUon, wilb wliofo he Lad 
bnn In FLoridh the procpding yc^rt. Bora oi Scoich-lrish slock in P?iuujIv»ei1a 
(iSoq), he wu n LorK^ man, of n mild li^mpcrJiTiienlj and popular both m'tb bu 
mUi^iJiruUrjt Anil ihc Eodiaiu^ Uc manitd a BlociLfoot wutmin. And wat for trv- 
•f»J ye*« in rharg* n! Vctrx MrKtniJp; he il*i buili Fnti S^rpy, Fort l-ewsa, and 
Fofl ^rntirtn' tn 1H6] he ndred Ergm (he tnmponyt hA^ing jnado a consitlemble 
fonunr. ntid went lo Uvr in Peutuip DlioaEB, He arvrnht^los waa frpqcieiilly la 
the Iradlitn country thereallcr, and in tS6j tu pment aI a Sloui AllAck upon Ih« 
upper river {>ee L^f^nhttt^f Jenr^, U, pp^ 3501 3^1). He atso Krvcd as officlil 
inli?riirclicr for llu iit^virrnKKni. ia i86g und 1874- Wliat is esscuti&llj- the jounul 
ol Mijiir CulhtrT»n'j 1if# in the Indiau i:ciitairy» is puhbatae<) by ihp MonianA 
BlUiOd<Al Sodely undtr title, " XSain aL Fort Bcnlon," in their C^Htributiatu, iLl, 
pp. 101-J8?. He most cdicitaliuni^lv dcauibo Printc Maiinillian's vliii (sec 
pttiaco to aur voixime sxii).— Ed. 
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Early in the moming of the i6th wc pcrcci\xd a herd of 
bufTalocs, and re&olved to go in chase of them; but six bulls^ 
standing near the bank, got the wind of us, and all fled. 
We endeavoured to get Dear themf but without success; and, 
after a fatiguing excursion of six hours, returned bock much 
heated, and did not reach the vessel before twelve o'clock, 
which had rcmaiced hai behind. We then proceeded on 
our voyage, and soon afler Dechamp and Papin came on 
board, who had kUled some buffalo cows. Dreidoppcl, 
whom we found further up the river in the wood^ had lighted 
a fire, over which he roasted the loin of a large antelope, 
which he had killed; while he was busy in preparing the 
skin of this aninml for my zoological collection, he suddenly 
perceived two Large white wolves standing at)ouC ten paces 
from him, which did not appear to lie at all afraid- He 
might have shot them both, had not the ramrod of his rifle 
been broken. The wood where we look Dreidcppel on 
board was full of gooseberries, of a pleasant acid taste, of 
which our people brought a great quantit}' on board. 'ITic 
shrub which bears these black berries is thickly set with 
reddish tboms, almost like Robinia hispida. 

Wc were now in sight of the place where Mr. Mitchell^ 
with his keel-boat, the Beaver, had suffered shipwreck in 
the preceding year." On the prcsenl occasion, Henry Mor- 
rin, our pilot, was very apprehensive of what might befall 
us in this dangerous spot. We followed a narrow channel, 
between the southern bank and a low willow island, where 
wc lay to for the night. Our hunters had soon perceived 
in thb island two large elks, and we therefore stole along 
before the thickets, in order to cut them off from the forest. 

•"For « ckviJiyciun oi iliii diaaalc*, •kiJi wu uc^nalvncJ by « bctcjc wiod- 
Afom, «« MnaUfU) HiftUvfriLt Sncjfiy C<tntr{biitioKi, ill, pp 904, go;: ivta «n- 
ptafJ* And <»>c ladtAfi ^nsB drowcipil- Mitdicll wnl tui cipress to Fort Union 
vitb Min of the CBtutnplu, mcamrbil? lotiil^iDjt wit^un a itJuU b*mcade> Aid 
wu vrat uid ibc xmtvj crutrfcd to proceed- — t^. 
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Mr. Mitchell succeeded m mortaUy wounding odc of them» 
whicli, however, went on for some distance, sprinkling the 
bushes with its blood. We followed the trace through a 
VC17 jDthc£ptc thicket, till the night obliged us to rctiim on 
board without accomplishmg our object. 

At break of day, on the i7lh, we heard the loud howling 
o( the wolves, which were doubtle^ disputing about the elk 
that wc had wounded the day before; but Mr. Mitchell did 
not wish I0 lose any Hme, and we gave up our booty. The 
place where Ihe Beaver was wrecked was about [315] aoo 
steps from our night ^s quarters, and we went to look at it 
At that time the Beaver had lain about 300 paces further 
up the river, but In a dark night was loosened from its moor- 
ings by a stonn, driven down the river, and thrown upon a 
sand bank. Two men were drowned, and Mr. Mitchell 
had escaped by an immense leap from the deck to the shore. 
The greater part of the cat^o, worth 30,000 dollars, was lost: 
the crew then built a small fort, or log-house, about forty 
paces in length, in which they renmined till part of the goods 
were saved, and another boat came up to fetch them. In 
this melancholy situation they were in danger of a quarrel 
with a band of Blackfoot Indians. These Indians were 
returning by land from Fort Union^ to which they had been 
invited, on account of the conclusion of the treaty of peace. 
The presents made to them by the traders were on board 
the Beaver, and the greater port was lost, which much in- 
censed the Indians. The disputants had already taken up 
and cocked their pieces, and it was entirely owing to the 
resolute conduct of Mr. Mitchell that the matter was ami- 
cably settled. Since that time the bank of the river, at this 
place, has undergone a considerable change. Only the 
pickets, at the Ijack of the log-bouse, were still standing; all 
the rest had been swept away. At that time the whcde 
place was bare sand; now, it was covered with willows, 6vc 
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feet hi^, and the rj\<er bad carried away :he bank for the 
breadth of, at least, loo pacts. 

Soon after eight o'clock, the fhcrntiometer being at fio* 
our vessel reached the place where one of the buffalo cows 
.ms lying, near which the hunters had passed the night, and 
we took the best part on board. The hunters of the prairies 
are often greater savages than the Indians ihemselves; they 
frequently eat the liver and other parts of the animals th^ 
have killed, without dressing it> We had gone but a little 
way along the southern bank, when we perceived, below 
the steep wall, a beaver's den, of which Mr. Bodmer made a 
drawing." IE consisted of a heap of twigs and logs, between 
four and five feet high^ and the entrance was, as usual, below 
water. The inside of such a den consists of earth and clay, 
With pieces of wood, and contains several chambers, or di- 
visions, in which these remarkable aoimals lie dry above 
the water. A bridge of eartfat which likewise contained 
some wood, led from the bnd to the cone-shaped den, the 
interior of which I was, to my great regret, prevented from 
eiamining. in these rapid rivers, the beavers build only 
such light dwellings; but erect larger ones, skilfully provided 
with strong dams, only in stagnant waters, such as lakes, 
ponds, still amis of rivers, &c. &c. There are, however, 
some beavers here which live only in holes in the ground, 
the entrance to which is above water. Their chambers arc 
then perhaps eight feet above the surface of the water, are 
spacious, and adapted to the number of animals that live in 
them. 

We had sent people into the forest to cut hatchet-handles 
of ash wood, because further up there was no wood of this 
kind of a sufficient size. At noon the thermometer was at 
81**; the hunters had Idlli^d an elk, and seen several bears. 
A ihunder-slormj with a high wind, obliged us [216] to fasten 

*Sct Pl«le If, in ibc KUMnpanylag atlas, ^lUTHtlLimc xiv-^Ed. 
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the vessel to the shore, and io take other precautions; but 
the storm soon abated, and our people caught about five- 
and'twcnty white cat&sh. 

During our voyage, on the i8th of July, I could not help 
makiDg comparisons with my journeys on the Brazflian 
rivers. There, where nature is so infinitely rich and grand, 
I heard, from the lofty, thick, primeval forests on the bunks 
of the rivers, the varied voices of tlie parrots, the macaws, 
and many other birds, as well as of the monkeys^ and other 
creatures: while here, the silence of the bare, dead, lonely 
wilderness is but seldom interrupted by the howling of the 
wolves, the bellow^g of the buffaloes, or the screaming of 
the crows. The vast prairie scarcely oSers a living creature, 
except now and then, herds of buffaloes and antelopes, or 
a few deer and wolves. These plains, which are dry in 
summer, and frozen in winter, have certainly much resem- 
blance, in many of their features, with the African deserts. 
Many writers have given them the name of savannahs, or 
grassy plains; but this expression can be applied, at most, 
to those of the Lower Missouri, and is totally inapplicable 
to the dry, sterile tracts of the north-west, where a more 
luxuriant growth of grass may be expected, at best, only in 
a few moist places, though various plants, interesting to the 
botanist, are everywhere to be found. 

On this day, at noon, we reached, on the south bank, an 
Indian fort, an expression which T shall often have occasion 
lo use in the sequel; it is a kind of breastwork, which Indian 
war-parties construct in haste of dry trunks of trees. When 
such parties intend to stop for the night, they erect a breast- 
work, sufBciently large, according to their number, composed 
of trunks of trees, or thick branches, laid one on the other, 
generally either square or triangular. In this bulwark they 
lie down to sleep, after having placed sentinels, and are there 
able lo repel an attack. This fort consisted of a fence, and 



Maximilian^ s Traveh 



several acgl^, enclosing a rather small space, with Ihe open 
side towards the river. In the centre of the space there was 
a conical huU composed of wood. Near this fort, on the 
same bank of the rivtr^ there was a beaver's den m^ule of a 
heap of brushwood. 

After our htintcrsjhad returned, with the flesh of a buffalo, 
we had a favourable wind^ which allowed us to use our saih 
At a turn of the river we suddenly saw a cou]ile of bears 
running backwards and forwards on a sand bank before 
the willow thickets. One of them at length went away, and 
Ihe other ran along the strand, and fell on the dead body of 
a budaio cow, which was half buried in the mud. While 
the keel-boat sailed against the stream in the middle of the 
river, a boat was put out, into which Messrs. Mitchell and 
Bodmer, and the hunters, Dechamp and Dreidoppel, threw 
themselves, and rowed along the bank towards the ravenous 
animal 'Ilic sight of this tirst bear chase was interesting, 
and wc that remained as spectators on deck awaited the 
result with impatience. Dechamp, a bold and experienced 
hunter, and an excellent marksman, was put on shore, and 
crept unpcrccived along the strand, till he got to the branch 
of a tree, about eighty paces from the bear, in order, in case 
of need, to intercept his retreat to the thickets The [ai;] 
ravenous bear sometimes raised his colossal head, looked 
around him, and then greedily returned to his repast; doubt- 
less, because the wind was in our favour, and these animals arc 
Dot remarkably quick-sighted. The boat had got to within 
fifty paces, when the pieces were levelled. Mr. Mitchell 
fired the first mortal shot, behind the shoulder blade. The 
other shots followed in quick succession, on which the bear 
rdled over, uttered feariul cries, tumbled about ten steps 
forwards, scratched the wounded places furiously with his 
|>aws and turned several times completely over. At this 
moment Dechamp came up, and put an end to his misery 
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by ibooting him through the head. The huge beast lay 
stretched out: il was fastened by ropes to the boat, and 
conveyed in triumph to the ship, where it was measured, 
and a drawing made of it. I much regretted that I bad 
not (iikcn part in ihc sport; but I bad not believed that it 
wa:* possible, in such an open, unprotected spot, to get so 
near the bear. 

This grizzly bear was a male, about three years old, and, 
Clicrefore, not of the hrgest sitt: he was six fi*l two inches 
and \Vk^ lines in length, from the nose to the tip of the tail; 
the latter being eight inches. His colour was dark brown, 
wilh the point of Ihc hair of a rusty colour, but new hair 
lU««dy appeared cf a lighter grry^ with yellow tips- This 
bear it known to be a xxry dangerous beast of prey, and 
ia willingly a\<oidcd by the hunters: if fired at, he very fre- 
quently attaclLS e^vn if not wounded, when they suddenly 
GOQW tw> near him. If be perarivcs a man in titnt% he gen- 
craHy gets out of the way, especially when he has the wind* 
Almost all the hunters of the prairie relate their adventures 
with Ihc bears, and wbrfe \10lumc5 might be fillrd with such 
stories. It is certain that many white men and Indians 
have bees torn to pieces by these dangerous animals, espe- 
cially in former tinx^ when they were very Duincrous, and 
Hwd to a girat agt*, as nay be seen in Lewis and Clarke's 
Travcb. E\vn last year, five of Mr. Mitcbdl*t kuMcn, 
iriw had wounded one of these aaimals were » ppit3d$ 
punned by him. that they were oblignl to take rcfo^ fa 
the MJMOUCL Tlik ipedes of bear cannot dimb, and tbo^ 
fore a tree is a good roeaDS to escape their attacks. TV 
true cooMqr of tfacae aajmab oo the Mtsmih* wtee H^f 
are at prcaent tha nxuC miBcrouss is the tract abaaft KOk 
mrcTK Hen there is 00 wood of aDv estent in whkh they 
ait aM IbtfMi bul tbry air likewise seen e v trrw b en in a 
QOttt^aijlun diRCtiOD- In tbeae aolnMicSii the loaf 
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of this bear scxve to dig up maBy kinds oE roots in the prairie, 
on which he chiefly substsls^ bul hr- is esjKTially fond of 
animal food, particularly the flesh of dead animals. Thcrt 
is DO other species of bear on the Upper Missouri, for the 
black bear is not found so high up. At the place where we 
had killed the bear, it would have been easy to shoot many 
of these animals, by posting ourselves near the dead buflalo 
cow: the whole sand bonk was covered with the prints of 
bears' footsteps, and trodden down like a threshing-floor; 
but our lime was too short and too predous: we, therefore, 
proceeded on our voyage till a violent thunder-storm threat- 
ened us, and we lay to, by the high bank of the prairie, [ai8] 
where our bear was skinned. During the night, torrents 
of rain feil, which wetted our books and plants in the cabin. 
On the following day. the 19th, we had another chase after 
a colossal bear, which swam through the Missouri to a dead 
buffalo; but our young hunters were this time loo eager, and 
fired too soon, so that the animal escaped, though probably 
wounded, as hftccn rifles were discharged at him. After- 
wards wc saw Hcvcnd beaver lodges. The people towed 
the steamer in the afternoon, making their way along the 
benk, through a dense willow thicket All on a sudden they 
cried that there were bears close to them; on which the 
hunters immediately Iea[jed on shore- Mr. Mitchell had 
scarcely arrived at the head of the towers, when he perceived 
a she be&r with two cube. Dechamp came to his aid, and 
in a few minutes the three animals were in our power. Mr. 
Mitchell had killed the mother^ which was of a pale yetlow- 
ish-red colour; one of the cubs, which was brought alive 
on board, was whitish about the head and neck, and brown- 
ish grey on the body; the other was dark brown> The 
females of these animals are generally of a lighter colour 
than the males, which is the case with many beasts of prey, 
particularly the European fox- The live cub was in a great 
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rage, and growled terribly; it was impossible for me to save 
hislifc. 

After this successful chase we were detained by a high 
contrary wind, and it was, therefore, lale when wc reach- 
ed the mouth of Millt River, on the north bank." This 
river conies down in many windings, and constilulcs the 
western frontier of the lerritoiy of the Assiniboins, Its wa- 
ters are generally muddy and mixed with sand, whence it 
has its name. It contributes to thicken the waters of the 
Missouri, though Lewis and Clarke affirm that it is Maria 
River which chiefly contributes to dull their clearness; this, 
however, is not well founded, for most travellers, and we 
ounidves, found the waters of the Upper Missouri perfecdy 
clear and transparent as far as Muscleshell River, Even 
the Maria is at times quite clear and pure. The Moose 
Deer or OrignaJ {parvus alces Amcr.) is said to be common 
towards the upper part of Milk River, and Dechamp him- 
sflf had killed several of these animals on ihe Missouri, in 
the vicinity of this river. A littie further up we lay to, for 
the night, on the south bank, where our hunters killed a 
bear and a very large bulTalo. Mr. Bodmer made a draw- 
ing of the head of the latter magnificent aninml, whose 
thick, coal-black, wavy frontal hair was eighteen inches long. 
Some of our engagis came up^ cut up the whole animal, 
and eat the liver without cooking it. During the night we 
had again much wind, and were glad that we were able to 
remain in a safe channel of the river. 

Early on the morning of the 20th wc reached the place 

*' Milk River was njtincd by Lcwii and CUik fium the pcculiiu color of It3 
wntcn, "bongfthoui thr color uf H rupof Ira wiih ihff adniLXim or a. tdM^ponnfut 
of milk "^ Original J oarihtii oj tkt l^^'ii attd Clatk Exfi^iii^^n,^i, p. lo. It Uby 
tax Ihc liSTifFAt of Ihc ngrthrm tiibaLuici o\ tht MitsuLiri, n&£nj{ ia tbc main laii^ 
of Ihe RnckJM In narthwmt Monlana. and flowTng in n g^ntnllir ^julfrft »ime 
on both tiJc* oF tbr interna tif^nal boundu^ line - tbt 49th pfirallcL The »trsvn 
diurjB tbc tfrmiQH^ brlwmi x\k S^fLauUcwnn tnd the Ml»ouri, eliuJ iu valley ii 
fed- many mila fotlowMl by thr Gmu Noirthrrn RaltttAy. — Ed. 
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where the Missouri makes a great bend of fifteen miles, the 
distance aorosA hj land being only 400 or 500 paccs^ At this 
place the ice drives in spring over tht* Rat land, or sandy 
point, and the tall poplars at the end of it were rubbed 
smooth, on the lovrcr part, to half the thickness of their 
trunks. This bend is called [219] Lc Grand D4tour, and 
there are sev^^ntl such in ihis river. The* wind, in many of 
these bends, being too strong for the efforts of the towers, 
and the mosses falling from the bank, often endangering our 
Tessd, we lay to under the protection of ihe hills on the 
north bank of a narrow prairie covered with bushes, where 
I found the blue grey butcherbird, the magpie, and several 
common birds, many of which wc shot; we also caught a 
great many biitlerfiies, which were hovering about the 
flowers in the burning rays of the sun. Henry Morrin, our 
pilot, a very good marksman, brought in a large male ante- 
lope. The other hunters had killed, on the opposite bank, 
twelve bufiTatocs, viz., four bulls, five cows, and three calves, 
but brought away only the fiesh of the cows, leaving all the 
rest to the wolves, the bears, and the vultures: they had 
missed a large bear. Towards evening we left our anchor- 
age, but made so little progress, that, when night came, we 
were not above a couple of miles from Milk River- 

On the arst we came to the place where the buSaloes 
were killed the day before: part of Ihe flesh of the animals, 
which had not been touched, was taken away, and a full 
grown young bald eagle was shot down from the nest. It 
Was now the dry season, which, in ihese parts, continues 
from the middle of July to the end of autumn. The whole 
pnirie was dry and yellow; the least motion, even of a wolf 
crossing it, raised the dust. We could recognise the vicinity 
of the herds of buffaloes at a distance, from the clouds of 
(lust which they occasioned. All the small rivers were com- 
pletely dried up. Even the Missouri was very shallow, which 
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it always is in summer and autumn. The prairie hills were 
now of a pale grcy-grccn colour, with some bushes in the 
ravines, but all had a withered, ^erOe appearance. Soon 
after mid-day we saw a large buffalo bull standing on the 
bank, which seemed lo challenge us» lowering his head and 
pawing the ground with his fore feet, 50 that the dust flew 
to a great distance around htm. We landed the hunters, 
who got sight of a bear, but soon lay to, at the end of a 
prairie, neaj the mouth of Big Dry River, which joins the 
Missouri on the south side, lis channel, in winter, is sev- 
eral hundred paces in breadth, and in it was another narrow 
channel, in which, at this time, the water was only two feet 
deep." The right bank of the stream is steep, and consists 
of grey clay; tlie left is covered with low willows; the whole 
surrounding country has a bare, desolate appearance. 

Continuing our way but very slowly, we perceived, on 
one of the hills of the bank, some elks, and, by the aid of 
our telescopes, saw (hat ihey were large malt^s with immense 
horns; and at this same moment, a black bear came from the 
thicket on the north bank, and began to swim across the 
river. The hunters inimcdialdy divided into two parties; 
the one, including Messrs. Mitchell and Bodmer, goinf; by 
land along the bank of the river; the other in the boat, row- 
ing after the bear. Unluckily our boat got aground, by 
which the bear got ihe starl^ and came too near to the 
hunterst who were posted behind the bank. As soon as he 
set foot on land, he was killed by several shot* He was not 
so large as the one lately killed, of a dark brown colour, and 
we contented ourselves with carrying off as trophies only 

*' &lg Dry River, *hlcb retBioi (be lume UH^«d It by L«wia and CUrk, la 
the UrgCflt souihcra tributary of the Miuoun between ibc ydlowitoQc And ihc 
MirBirUurll, IL !«. IIS diatribrd by MatimiLiin. i rui coul^, atntch^ng la the 
YeliowRtoM wfltonJscd- WleE Lcwia ond Cloik [lAsacd (May 9, 1805), l3icr< waa 
no nuuupg vitcr within fl, oitlinijgh Ibc bed wu Ki wiJc at ihu |»Lnl m tliBt ^ 
the MiBBTuri. — Edl 
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his head and fore paw^. On account <A the [220] high wind 
wc did not lca\x this spot to-day^ and the chase gave us 
much frmploymcnt. Scarcely was the bear killed, when 
bulfalo bulls came into the river in several places, which 
yft should certainly have killed, if our young men had known 
bow to restrain their ardour. In th<: artcmisia bushes of 
the prairie, a porcupine wa^ cau^^ht alive, which was not 
kfllcd till it ft-as on board the keclboat, our engc£6s de- 
claring that it wa5 a great delicacy. This animal is of great 
impOTlfknce lo the Indians, on account of its quills, which 
they dye, and use to ecnl^oidei thdi cbthlng, and (or other 
ornamental purposes- 

On the 22nd of July we again saw clay hi!l5, of strange 
forms, of friable, blackish-grey clay, with angular or small 
roundish cones set upon them. It was only in the ciefu 
and ravines between them, that there was any vegctatioD; 
otherwise, not a blade of grass was to be seen on them. On 
tht south there was a coupler of day hills resembling the 
ruins of an andent castle, of which Mr. Bodmer made a 
drawing. They appeared to us to have some rcscmUance 
lo what are callrd " The Two Brothers," near Bomhofen, 
on the Rhine, The h^tt makes here a ^'ery considerable 
bend- Buffaloes were grazing in the prairies, and the cries 
oS the wild gccsc were beard on all ffldcs. The hills, with 
their singular forms, whkrh were alnunl always the same, 
now came near to the river; most of the conical tops were 
of a greyish-brown colour; others, blackish -grey; and many 
had a lop of a burnt-red colour- Even from our vessel we 
could distinguish, on all these hills, bri^t pobts, which 
sparided in the sunshine, which proved, on examinatian, to 
be caused by the brilliant sclcnitc, which has been ntentiooed 
before, and whiih occurs everj'whcrc in these clay biDa, 
either in layers or in oesta. On oar cininion to^y, wc 
brou^t back large pieces of this fo«siL Wc lay to for the 
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night by a sand bank, the clay of which, where it hacJ been 
welted by the water, was cntcked and cleft in all directions. 
This day might certainly be used for pottery; on the surface 
there were prints of the footsteps of all kinds of wild an- 
imals, but wc saw do living creatures but myriads of tor- 
inenting mosquitoes. We had irmde considerable progress 
tCMlay, because a favourable wind had allowed us to use 
our sails. 

On the 23rd, we passed a dried-up stream, of which we 
bad seen many on the preceding days, and all of which are 
among the numerous streams mentioned by Lewis and Clarke 
under the name of Dry River, Our hunters had killed a 
couple of deer, and several buSalo bulls; and Papin had 
roused a covey of the beautiful large prairie, or mountain 
cockf but could not get a shot at them. These fine birds 
live in the prairie, on the Upper Yellow Stone and the 
Missourii and we frequently met with them in the sequel. 
In the middle of the day our towers had great trouble in 
keeping their footing on the steep, clay hills, in the barren 
and crumbling mass of which they sank above their ankles, 
and were obliged to assist each other. 

The singular clay hills continued^on the 24th July. The 
left bank of the river consisted of a high day wall, divided 
into cubical figures^ rent with many small clefts, and partly 
of overhanging [221] masses, looking like chimneys, or pil- 
lars, which threatened, every momenlj to fall. There was 
here a stream with litde water^ and a marshy bed, which is^ 
perhaps, the Sticklodge Creek of Lewis and Clarke." \Vhile 
the wind allayed the heat of the day, we rambled through 
the prairies on the bank; as far as the eye could reach 
there were the bleached bones of the buffaloes and elks, 



'^Thb creek Ii od the Urbottrd f^outh) Iwhk of the riviri, and wu chfliied 
^ Lfwli uid Clsrh; iMJt 1l hnfl rot bwn idmil^rrt, for Ibe rvasun tJiii [hi» region 
bu nol Tcl br«n topoKviiphicmily uludied. — £d- 
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and their immense horns. A couple of sparrow-hawks, 
a kind of lark, and a flork of wild geese, which had made 
an excursion from the river into the prairie^ were the only 
larf^ living creatures that we met with here. Thousands 
of grasshoppers, many of them of beautiful colours, were 
hopping and flying about: numenjus butterflies, but only 
three or four species, were hovering about the shrubs in 
these drj- clay steeps, which were bare of ^^rass. There were 
a great many ant hilLs and mosquitoes, and several other 
kinds of Inxibiesome stinjiing insects. On the oflsets of the 
day hilU which bounded the pmirie on our rights there were 
bank^ of sandstone and clay-slate standing out; and the 
detached fragments of stone, which lay a1x)ut nea,r them, 
were covered with beautiful orange-coloured, yellow, bluish- 
white and blackish Ucheos- Several deep ravines, or clefts* 
were all dry, and opened towards the high, steep bank of 
the MkasourL At some accessible places these ravines were 
croGKd by the deeply trodden paths of the herds of buf* 
hJoes, whkh wind through the whole prairie aJong the 
chains of hills and the bank of the river. As wc looked 
round on an eminence, whence wc perceived our boat sail- 
iDg with a fair wind, wc saw an immense buffalo bull, which 
approached us slowly, not suspecting any danger : we quickly 
Irid ourselves behind some bushes on the edge of a deep deft, 
and, as (be majestic animal passed through it, we killed it 
with three well-<lirected shots. The magnificent creature 
lay itrclcbcd out about forty paces above the ra\-ine, and 
oidjr the advance which oar boat bad gained obliged us to 
Wave our priae. At kngtb, however, by firing some shot on 
the ftecp bank of the river, we succeeded in drawing the 
attentiao of our peofJc, and they despatched a boat fw us- 
We took adrantage of the interval to make a second attempt 
M buffalo falflltiDKt *^ Dradoppd, who was endeavouring 
lo drive some of tbcae aoimaU towards me, kOkd a j-oung 
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bulli on which ilie boat arrived^ the crew of which took away 
the tonfcuv» and part of the flesh of the buffaloes which we 
tiBfl kllUfl. Much fatigued and heated, we reached our 
miel at Unir uVltX'k in the afternoon, after having been 
9]qMiiod, ilnci' eif^hl o'clock in the mornings without a drop 
ot water, to the heat of the sun in the barren, with€n:d 
|inlric». Durini; our absence, Mr. Bodmer had sketchoi 
W>mp hUerciling tops of the neighbouring eminences, one of 
Wlllcli'* la called Half-way Pyramid, because it is half way 
Iwlwpcn the Milk and Muscleshell Rivers. The whole chain 
u\ hilU, with iti^ manifold top^, ravines and hollows, was of 
t (iM'rtilfth'grry colour, with here and thrre some dark spots 
of pine fon'Ht; and this country, with its bright green mea- 
dow*, witli wood and willows on the bank of the river, has 
a niiMl original, singular appearance. 

On I he a 5th July we nunbled through the prairies on 
the north bank, where we found f^ai] blackbirds, flycatchers. 
And Mic Pringilh grammcca, and roused a large covey of 
tltP pnilric cock, which flew up before us with loud clapping 
nf iMr wings, but which, for want of a good pointer, we 
W«r« unable to find again. \Vc took nothing but a hare and 
in owl, with Home birds which bad assembled in great num- 
|)«n lO Imxe the poor light-shunning tyrant of evening, Mr. 
Oodmrr sketched some more of the remarkable mountain 
(o]ii •• N"r that marked Fig. t6, some of our hunters rc- 
tUniDd with two black-tailed deer and a young fauTi; and, 
mon ftdcTward*. two Ijuffalo bulU were killed, a great part 
of the Beth ot which we brought away, because we were ap- 
proaching the part of the country called Mauvaises Tcires," 

** IM I'Uii Mi Afun t$f ^t* ^' accompanyinit atliu, our ¥olumc iw.— ^ Ed. 

H iM I-UUI ttiL flfUm lA. iS) fntha ACCorrpanyinK atlu, our voliimc nv.^ Ed. 

• Tli» liiiH-U'Cui**"! *Off^ *pptip! U» Urm "Bid Ijiodi " lo m»ajr 
iPfltli M |ti» W«*t- Thov ilbuikts now ubu^Iv lhu« (ioit-nalcU, urc in ttif vni\fj 
nl lliv U**!* MU/ttnai in Ncnh Dakoli. Tht Monttni itmch hrrr rnrntiorird 
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where wc could not expect to find much large game. In the 
EftemooQ we saw some Isdian huts under high poplars on 
the bank; and, on the northern bank^ sketches were taken 
uf singulitr niuunUiLn lups. \i\ ^^\\^tjl\^ llie bare grtry nias?;es 
of the eminences on ihe bank were so &{n$^a.rly formed 
th&t it was impossible not to wish that fin able geologist 
might make a minute investigation of the chain. Their 
tops, like towers^ f»iliars, &c,. were contrasted wilh the clear 
blue sky, and Ihe sun caused them to cast deep shadows. 
As we were sailing with a fair wind, I was obliged to submit 
to the necessity of rapidly passing these highly iotcresling 
scenes. The mountains continued to increase in height: 
Ihey were more and more naked and sterile; their colour 
was whitish-grey, grey-brown, often spotted with white, the 
upper part disposed in horizontal strata, or in narrow stripes; 
and some isolated summits rose in the most grotesque forms, 
and the general appearance reminded me of the calcareous 
mountams of Appenzell, in Switzerland, In the steep wall 
of Ihc soQth bank we saw, at a great height, the antlers of 
a stag projecting, which must have been imbedded in the 
alluvium, which was now washed away by the river. On 
these rude, naked mountains, the wild mountain sheep, 
called the bighom, or grossecome, becomes more and more 
numerous the further you proceed up the river. Our towers 
kiliedp in this part, a large rattlesnake* which had just 
cauglit some kind of rat, probably a goffer, and half de- 
voured it- A thunder-storm, with high wind, suddenly 
caused our vessel to be in great danger; but the same wind 
which had at first thrown us back, became all at once very 
favourable when we reached a turn in the river, and sailed, 
for some time, rapidly upwardSn This brought us to a re- 
'kable place, where we thought that we saw before us, 

1* to OivuD uid VftUe; ccnuil5>«, and an oui^yin^ npuf of this pvculiu lonnu- 
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two white mountain castles. On the mountaiD of the 50uth 
bank, there was a thick, snow-white layer, a far-extended 
Stratum of a white sand-stonc» which had been partly acted 
upon by the watcrsn At the end where it is exposed, being 
intersected by the valley, two high pieces, in the shape di 
buildings, had remained standing, and upon them lay re- 
mains of a more compact, yellowish red, thinner slra(um of 
sand-stone, which formed the roofs of the united building. 
On lilt joffuk of thr whole building, there were small per- 
pendicular slits, which appeared to be so many windows. 
These singular natumi formations, when seen from a dis- 
tance, so pcrfccUy resembled buildings raised by art, that 
we were deceived by them, till we were assured of our 
error. We agreed with [123] Mr. Mitchell to ^ve to these 
original works of nature the name of " The White Castles/' 
Mr. Bodmer has given a very faithful representation of 
them." 

There were similar formations on the north bank like- 
wise; but the increasing storm did not allow us lime to con- 
template these wonders: our sail rent, and we were obliged 
to seek for shelter at the prairie of the south bank. We 
took advantage of the halt to explore the adjacent country, 
while the trees bent under the fury of the storm^ and the 
thunder pealed in the very sultry air. We were now in a 
lateral chain of the Mauvaises Terres, a prolongation of the 
Black Hills, which here cross the Missouri. We proceeded 
on a sloping, rough flat, or prairie, which, with the usual 
vegetation, stretched along the river, and gradually becom- 
ing uneven and hilly, rose towards the mountains, and was 
covered, near the foremost hills, with diversely stratified 
fragments and blocks of yellovrish -brown sand-stone. All 
around rose the wonderful chains of the lofly^ bare» whitish- 
grey or grcy-browTi mountains, with their conical or singu- 

" S** Plale 70, in the ftcoorap^aying «tlM, our volume xxr.^ El>. 
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larlyshaped summits, sloped or stratified in di^'ers ways, and 
dotted with scattered groups of dark green pines. It was 
during this day's voyagi* ihat lliese motiiitains increased so 
much in elevation, and in originaJity of character, that vre 
Geemed to be suddenly transported to the mountains of Swit- 
zerland* The Misaouri, which is here rather narrow, winds 
its course, confinerf between the high ridges of clay-slate, 
sand'Stone, and day; and the torpid, naked scenery around 
13 only animated on the bank by verdant strips of poplars 
and young shnih^ On Ihc rough plain, at the foot of the 
hills, the vegetation wbs, for the most part, withered: 
the Allium reticulctumt with its white flowers, quite dried 
up; Cq^us J€fox, poor and shrivelled, and the bones of the 
buffaloes, bleached by eitposurc to the air, bore testimony, 
even in this solitude, to the uncertainty of life. The tracks 
of these coio^al animals soon led our hunters to recent foot- 
steps, and several of ihcm appeared in the ravines; but 
thunder-storms, in the north-east and west, soon poured 
dovm torrents of rain, and scared the animals. When the 
weather cleared up, we approached nearer to the White Cas- 
dei, and the illusion vanish^. 

On the a6th of July, in the morning, we again viewed 
the White Castles in another point of view. The pretty 
squirrel, called, by Say^ Sciunts quadriviUalus^ lives in the 
clay ground of thesi.- parts; our towt-rs cauglit one, which 
we kept alive, for a long time, in a cage. Round the trunk 
of an old tree the Indians hod builc a conical but with pieces 
of wood; but in the whole voyage from Fort Union to Fort 
Sic Kenzie, such huts were the only signs of human beings, 
and we did not see a single Indian. Game was now scarce 
in the Mauvaises Terres» and Monrin was the only person 
who killed anything to-day. In these parts the singular, 
perfectly spherical sand-stone balls are also found in the 
clay hills, which have been already described at Cannon- 
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hall Ritct; they are sometimes double, and, hem generally 
of the size of canister shot- The pmiries were so covered 
with grasshoppers that the whole surface of the ground 
seemed to be alive; and where the dry leaves v,-ere still lying 
ihcy caused a constant rattling nc»se< That species was 
mo^ [^h] numerous which makes a humming noise when 
flying- Their wings are greenish-white, with a large black 
spot; the thighs of a beautiful orangc-rcd, and the sheaths of 
the wings a dirty while, with three blackish transverse stripes- 

In the afternoon, there were everywhere, on the banks 
of the Missouri, fragments of rock and stone, which proved 
that we were approaching the more solid kinds of rock which 
would succeed the clay mountains. The river, which was 
narrow, not more than 100 paces in breadth, made, at a 
cerlam place, a sudden, very short bend in a northern di- 
rection. The south bank, which was c:rposcd to the shock 
of ih** waves, was rent in such a remarkable manner, the 
clay n^s so cleft, split, and washed out in a thousand varie- 
ties of fragments, cones, p>Tamids, and isolated pcmits, 
that it was not without great difGculty, exertion, and loss 
of lime, that the towers were able to proceed. The whole 
of this bank is perfectly bare, and of a gre>-ish-brown colour; 
iH) plant can grow, because the masses of clay are always 
ready to fall in, and are subject to perpetual change. The 
great heat obliged the towers to drink frequently, which they 
effected in a singular, often dangerous position, Ijing flat 
on the ground^ with their heads downwards, and their legs 
above on the slope of the bank. Beyond the bend, the river 
wa< again iSo paces broad. 

The night was pleasant and on the 27th of July, at day- 
break, we left the keel-boat, and foUowed the track of a 
laigc bear, which had dug up roots e%'erywhere; unluckily 
two of our hunters bad proceeded up and caused an alarm 
in the forest. A wilderness full of thorns and briers joined 
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the vrood to the hiU, where Ihe mosquitoes were excessively 
Iroulilesome. Under its tail sJen(Wr pf>ptai> grew high grast, 
or a thick undergrowth of roses, ciosUy ^^ry nourishing food 
for the wild animaJs, which we saw in several places. In 
the high tTc^ there were flocks of blackbirds, some Sycateh- 
ers, which built in old hollow po^Jars on the bank^ aini a 
beautiful swallow {Hirundo bicohr^ Bon), which we had 
not before seen, and in pursuit of which we spent so much 
time that our boat got considerably ahc&d of us, and wc had 
to make our way through the prairie, whcrv the ihomy bushes 
&adly rent our clothes. ^\Tierc the back of the river was a 
steep wall, wc saw a great number of bancs of animals im- 
bedded in it, and very often the skulls of buffaloes, from 
which the earth had been half washed away, projecting over 
the river. Wearied by our long excursion, wc refreshed 
ourselves with the cool waters of the Missouri, and reached 
the boat soon after noon, Messrs. Mitchell and Cuthbcrt- 
6on returned about the same time, when the thermometer 
lA'as ds*^, from an excursion, in which they had a delightful 
prospect from the heights. To the south-west, they had 
seen at a distance the Little Rocky Mountain range, like 
blue clouds; to the south-east, Musclesheil River- In the 
green extcn^ve hollow towards the mountains, they saw the 
whole prairie cohered with herds of buSaloes. They brought 
&om die heights beautiful impressions of shells, of which 
pre had found some, on this day» on the bank of the Mis- 
souri With much labour they had ascended three diScrcnt 
eminences, on the last and highest, at which Ihcy arrival, 
excessKtly heated, they were met by a high bleak wind. 
Here they observed a very [sas] strange formation of stone, 
namely, a pillar supporting a slab like a table, consisting of 
a friable ^tone — doubtless sand-stone. They had like- 
wise seem from that eminence the mountain known by the 
name of the Bear's-paw. 
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The following inorning, the z8th of July^ gave me another 
occasion to reflect on the rude manners of our crew. For 
some time past we had made a numerous and interesting 
coUcction of natural hbtory, many articles of which we were 
obliged, for want of room, to leave on deck. The skins, 
skulls of animals, and the like, some of which it had cost 
us much trouble to procure, were generally thrown into the 
river during the night, though Mr. Mitchell had set a pen- 
alty of 5ve dollars on such irregularities. In this manner 
I lost many highly interesting specimens; and on board our 
keel-boat, with the most favourable opportunities, it was 
hardly possible to make a collection of natural hi&tory, if 
I eiccpt the herbarium^ which we kept in the cabin, under 
our eyes, so that we brought but a small part of what we 
had collected to Fort Mc Kenzie. 

In order to find Muscleshell River, which could not be 
far off, I landed early, with Messrs. Mitchell and Cuthbert- 
sottt on the south bank, where there was a fine shady poplar- 
grove, with a high undergrovrth of roses, dogwood, and 
goose-berries. Through this thorny disagreeable thicket we 
followed the tracks of the wild animals, which led us to 
some open places covered with high grass; and beyond the 
wood a verdant prairie, where we gatlicred many Interesting 
plants. We, however, did not find Muscleshell River, which 
was further up, and a storm with heavy rain drove us back 
to the boat, where wc arrived wet through and through. At 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, however, we reached the 
mouth of the river which we had sought for. 

Muscleshell River, the Coquille of the Canadians," joins 
the Missouri on the south-west side, and at its mouth, which 



'The MuiBplsbdti ■ {irindpnl loulhem IflbutJiiy of Ihp Mffscuri, riva east 
of the Big BctI MouniiLiTu, and tiowi cut iLOd norfheo&t, puraUcL lo Uie YfJIow 
»tciiic^ il ihcncc makes an abrupt turn luprthv^rd into ihe Miasourj. LfCwin ond 
Clirk givT ill JndUn nunc ilb ^' Mah-T mh-atuhilL"— Cd. 
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is seventy paces broad, both its banks arc covered with 
poplars, piartiy high trees, partly bushes. About eight 
hundred paces upward there are, on its banks, high hills, 
covered with greyish-green short grass, and spots of pines. 
Its course is for a long time nearly parallel with that of the 
Missouri. We were told that the distance from Fort Mc 
Kcnzic to its banks U only between tbhty and forty miles, 
and that it is only &ve or six miles from its mouth that it 
turns towards the Missouri. Lewis and Clarke reckon 2270 
oiiltrs; from the junction of Ihese two rivers lo the mouth ot 
the latter. Wandering Indians are found only occasionally 
on the bonks of the Musdeshell, but they arc said to be at 
all times about its sources. It is reckoned that its mouth is 
half way between Fort Union and Fort Mc Kenzie: we could 
not hope to reach the latter in less than seventeen or eighteen 
days, though the navigation of the Missouri, from the mouth 
of the Musdeshell upwards, is more easy Iban before, be- 
cause its course U straighler, its banks more rocky^ and 
there are neither branches of trees nor drift-wood in its bed. 
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CHAPTER XVra 

VDYACB ntOH MUSCLfi&HELL UtVBtt TO FORT VCESNZIE, rfcOtf JULt 

aSTU TO Aucuar 9TB 

Grouse Creek — Teapot Creek — Mating wfih some Persons Eielong- 
iog to the Company — The Skeleton of the Bear — Chise of the 
Prairie Uoks — Little Rocky Mountain Rongc^Elk Bland, and 
succrssful Chase ihtTe — The Mauvuiscs Tcnea, a Continuation of 
the BlacthilU — Kilt lawn and clher Rapids — The Bighorn and 
Chase — Thompaon'A Creek, the West Boundary r>f the Mauvaises 
Tares — Judith River — Meeting with ihe Gros Ventres des Prairies 
on Bitrfiom River — Observaiicwis on these Indians — The renLirk- 
ablc Country about the Sione Walls — Ciudd Rock — Stone^aU 
Creek — Flrei Sighi of the Rocky Mounlainb — Bear'^-paw MountLin 
— Maria River — Arrival and Reception at Port McEenzie. 

We did not make any long stay at Muscleshell River* 
for after our hunters, who had made an excursion into the 
oeighbouring wood and prairie^r returned, at noon, with a 
budalu and an elk, we proceeded on our voyage. Dechamp 
brought some impressions ot sheik, which abound on these 
banks of the Missouri. Beyond a prairie where the hills, 
which were seventy or eighty feet high, came close to the 
river, we found Mr, Bodmer and Dreidoppel employed in 
collecting most interesting impressions of shells, and very 
beautiful baculitcs,"* of the latter of which there were large, 
very fine, opalescent sjx:cimens- The edge of the bank, 
which was scarcely two feet broad, was covered with these 
fragments, which fall from the higher part of the rocky walL 
The prairie now alternated with woods of tall poplars, ajid 
these trees, probablyj do cot form, in any part of the globe, 

'^The &Df collKtion df aJl tlv» imprsaliHU and pcirlficnllons rnAdc on ibu 
occADon hu, unloTtUDAlrlTt not rT4ch«i Europe. Sm, 00 iHc lUbJKl, " Synop- 
vb o( the Orgaolf Rcmdini of ihe Crctimom Oroupa □( the Unitrd 5Utc&,** &c-, 
!^ S. Cv. Mortan. ?MUd , iaj4: und " Trmiuutton» of Ihf* Gmbgjcal Sodety 
ofFhiUdc^n;'— Uaxhouak, 
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such fine And lofty forests as they do here. Impressions 
of shells and baculites were collected on the bank, the last 
of which, a painlcr, who lately travelled on the Missouri, 
has stated to be pctri&ed serpents. 

[227] On the following morning, the 29th of July, the 
river was rather turbidp tind there must have brt'n heavy 
rain higher up- Nothing particular occurred on this day. 
At six in the morning of the 30th. wc catne to a stream 
whkh is, doubtless, the Grouse Creek of Lewis and Clarke." 
There were a coujjle of islands, which we took to be Lewis 
and Clarke's Pot Islnnds, und a stream near them, for their 
Teapot Creeks a name which, like many others given by 
these traveller^ amused us much.** We could not help ol>- 
rienring that such names are not well chosen, especially as 
it would not be difficult to find better ones, even by merely 
retaining the generally harmonious Indian names. 

Toward seven o'clock in the evening, as we were sailing 
by the eminences which resembled the lower mountains of 
Switzerland, wc were much surprised to sec a boat, with three 
men, which soon afterwards came alongside our vessel It 
bad on board, Doucette, the Blackfoot interpreter, and two 
mgagfs^ from Fort Mc Kenzie, who had been sent lo meet us ; 
the)' had left the fort three days before^ where they told us 
there were 150 tents of the Piekanns, or Blackfoot Indians; 
the remainder of this tribe were scattered about Maria 
River. They likewise said that the Fall Indians, or Gros 
Ventres des ftairies" had encamjjed on Bighorn River, 

Trotikbly JiJcnbCAJ with Bcauchamp Cr»l(. Just Above (hia wu t^e illc 
«i Foil Umwkj, built in iWtj by ihc Ntiribwditfo Fui t^irnpiny.^- Ed. 

""Cmwi* tetmi and Clark £aptdi»hn. U ^- 3^1* Idtntldu Teapot uihf pmem 
V*Uo« Crerfi, k northern ■(Uycnt beii^p*n ticBudurap uid Rockjr cT«ka. 1( 
b*]BCBUed Ejuuiuck, Eo, 

Tor « itCDerftI jLctch of the BIjickf«l« kc out valumc v, p- fit, note iio; 
loi ilw Ormvrntrrs of the Pniritfi, Fninrhtpp's t^nrrativf^ \n our wluinr vi, jj, 
371, noi* 183, — Ed, ,^ 
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to wait for us: Ihat those Indiaiis, however, had not at 
this moment any articles for trade, but hoped lo receive 
some presents. This was no pleasant information for Mr, 
Mitchell, as he was not just then in a condition to make 
many presents, and^ besides, did not much trust those 
Indians. Not far from the place where we now were, 
Couccttc had shot a large bear, which was left on the bank 
of the Missouri, a piece of news which was very agreeable 
lo me, and of which I resolved to lake advantage. 

Ttis mominfi, the 3iet of July, being very fine, I set out 
early, with Messrs. Mitchell and Bodmer, Douccttc, Drci- 
doppel, and the two brothers Beauchamp, all armed with 
rifles, or guns, to look for the bear, which had been killed 
the day before. The engages carried ropes and hatchets. 
In the thick underwood and high grass of the forest, we 
first killed a Rtttiesna Ice, and, after proceeding a good 
half league, reached the bank of the river, where we found 
the bear still untouched. He was feeding on a buffalo 
cow» drovrned in the river, when Douccttc shot him through 
the hean, on which he ran up the bank, which was about 
ten feet high, and fell dead at the lop. After taking his 
measure, the skin was stripped o9, and the flesh cut from 
the bones, to prepare the skeleton. The bones having been 
partly cleaned, were tied together^ and drawn up, by a rope, 
into a tree, intending to take them on our return, after they 
had been a little more cleaned by the birds of prey and 
insects. As soon as this work was iinislied, we followed 
the vessel, which, meantime, had got considerably the start 
of us; yet, in the prairie beyond the wood, wc stopped at 
a Urge, so called, village of the prairie dogs, to kill some 
of these aninmls. They sat in parties of two or three on the 
flat little eminences of their burrows, uttered their cry, which 
is not a bark, but a shrill squeak, and vanished. Making 
as little noise as possible, we sat [228] down near the bur- 
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rows, and succeeded in killing six of these pretty animaUSj 
which are not so shy here as at other places, and wc often 
got within thirty paces of thcm> Ladoi with our booty, and 
with the plants w^ had collected, we proceeded by the paths 
trodden by the buSaloes and elks through the thick wiJlow 
copses, along the river, and were just in sight of the keel- 
boat, whcn^ takingadvantageofafavoumblcwind, it hoisted 
its sail, and left us no alternative but to follow it as quickly 
as we couldf for three or four hours. Our fatiguing way led 
through a rough prairie, covered with hard grasses, with the 
epinettc^ de prairie, heliaDthus, and prickly cactus> through 
thick skirts of the forest, with a thorny undergrowth of 
ro4CS> gooseberries, and burrs, where the fatigued and heated 
htmtcrs refreshed themselves with the wild berries. Wc then 
bad to climb over rough sand-stone bilk, sometimes obliged 
to sb'de down, and at length reached Che Missouri. On a 
wooded point of land, on the river side, wc met with several 
of our hunters, but the whole booty of our fatiguing day^s 
work consisted of a wild goose, an owl, and six prairie dogs. 
We had waded through many muddy, haU-^lry streams, and 
seen, in the blue distance, the range of the Little Rocky 
Mountains, about thirty mfles off?" After our retum to the 
vessdi a herd of buflalo cows afforded another opportunity 
for a chase, and our hunters killed two of them and a bull, 
which furnished us with some meal. On the ist of August, 
early. Mr. Mitchell sent two engagis to Fort Mc Keozie^ lo 
give notice of our coming." We landed them on the south 
bank, laden with their arms and beds. Wc lay to at the 
wooded island, called, by Lewis and Clarke, Tea Island, 



** Liille Rocky MounUliu u« & thort taage in Chouttiu Counly, lJonUiu» 
lutiTJiLi^ [>art <jf (lie *«tcrfilj^ Ixiwccn the >plilk lud ibc Miuourj- Tfacy an 
but thirty milft nnnh of rhr UtVr. \ad Tiu ta sn uliiiuttr of About fivr Ihousand 
Utl- Lewis arxl CU/k nll«d thv mnge North Mountain- — Ed, 

"According to tlM Kirnch edilion of Mrnirailian't TfowU^ [hf umea ol 
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in the diAnnel on the north bank. As some elks had lieca 
seeiif the hunters were landed on the island, and m a short 
time we beard firing in all directions, and in half an hour 
they had killed four elks, an elk fawn, and a young deer. 
On accuiinl uf tlie number of animals found on this island, 
we agreed 10 chanf^ the foolish name of Tea Island lo Elk 
Island.*" Mr. Mitchellt who had often travelled this way, 
almja found Ihe island full of elks, and once, of buffaloes. 
On tMs day he brought from it a large eagle and a rattle- 
snake; and Mr. Bodmer had taken, in the neighbouring 
pi^iric, a large Coluber cximus^ above four feet in length. 

Near Lewis and Clarke's Bighorn Island, we agam saw 
most smgular summits on the hills. Entire rows of extraor- 
dinary forms joined each other/^ and in the lateral valleys we 
had interesting glimpses of this remarkable scenery, as we 
were now approaching the most interesting part of the Mau- 
vajses Terres. I have already described these mountains 
when speaking of the White Castles, but here Ihey begin lo 
be more continuous, with rough tops, isolated pillars, bearing 
flat dabs, or balls, resembling mountain-castles, fortresses, 
and the like, and they are more steep and naked at every 
step. Often one may plainly perceive hills or mountains 
that have evidently sunk into the marshy valley. Many 
gtiata inclined at an angle of 30^* to 60^, and others perfectl/ 
horizontal. The course of the Missouri among these moun- 
tains is pretty straight, only narrow plains or prairies, cov- 
ered with artemisia and the prickly bushes of (he [229] pulpy 

*• Thti falflnrf no longer Miftta; it waa below Cow Crwt, in the prownt Chou- 
teau Count/, Motilnnn- — Ed. 

* Sec Plate 68, figufw go. In thr accompflfiying atlu, aur voJumc xxv, Big- 
boni tsUiii) ia tlcjl sjfcdlkaElv mcnlioiiot m Lhc Ictt at the Oh/iin^ Joutmds, but 
it w» fpAviFil OD Ow day (Mny 95, r'^^) vhrn Dramllaitl lint bn>ughr one af 
Ibwe nnimflla W cnmi>' Set O^iiin-tl jBumalj, u, pp, 71-76, with small (L-awinji, 
In Ckrlc's "' Summary Sutcmcm of Rivvn. cU." il a ouned [bet Uli^tid; ^fi. 
rfl-, vC, p. Or — Ec. 
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thcvTi, ii« on lis banks before the mounUtins, which frequently 
dome very near to the river, -vdih large blocks oi sandstone 
at their fool^ between wlikrh fntgmfnls xA sclenite are always 
seen. It were to be wished that the geologist and the painter 
might devote a considcmble time to examine this part of 
the country, step by step; tliey would fumbh a work of the 
highest interest- In niany places the loose pieces had slipped 
down so as to form buttresses; in other parts the mountains 
were spotted with groups of pines, Wc here collected sev- 
eral plants, and Mr. Bodnier made a sketch of the moun- 
tain tops-*" The pretty striped squirrel, which lives in small 
round holes in the clay walls, was here frequently seen, and 
I conjecture that, if Ihcw mountain were closely examined, 
several species of this animal would be found. The country 
was so interesting that wc waited with impatience for the 
morning of the 2nd of August, when a bright warm sun- 
riiinc illumined the singular eminences which surrounded 
us. Several sketches were ttiken of them, but very few in 
proportion to Iheir number, for large folio volumes might 
be filled with such representations. We saw several ishmds, 
among which was doubtless Lewis and Clarke's Good 
Punch Island, a name which is unworthy of being trans- 
irritted to posterity," It is, in fact, difficult to find all the 
islands mentioned by those travellers, as many of them have 
certainly been since destroyed, and otbers arisen in their 
room. At seven o'clock in the morning the thermometer 
was al So°, and wc came to a rapid, which wc passed by 
the aid of the towing-rope and the poles. At a bend of the 
river we thought we saw the ruins of an old castle, and then 
reached the mouth of Lewis and Clarke's Windsor or Win- 



•S«* PUtc M, figure i*. in tbc ■ccompin^ng «![<■•, ttixt TOlume ntv. — Ep. 

* Out BUthor TnisTtAd ihr nunc of thti iiLand nn th? map. I^irii and ClArk 
DUQcd ll *' Coodricho laUnd," for one of the mfln c( ihcnr puly; see Ori^'(t«f 
immt^ia, vi, p. 61, — Ed. 
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chcrs Creek," where those travellers say they had the first 
Mght of the Rocky Mountains, which, however, was certainly 
only the Little Rocky Mountain range. At this creek, the 
real pass of the Mauvaises Terres begins. The Missouri, 
while passing hetwecn these n^ountains, docs not receive 
anyl&tcra,! stream whatever^ and few animals inhfibit these 
heights, except great numbers of mountain sheep. 

Dreidoppel, who landed on the bank of Windsor Cre^, 
heard a loud noise resembling what appeared to him to be 
that of a waterfall, which we could cot examine. After 
one o^clock in the afternoon, we came to Le^vis and Clarke's 
Softshell Turtle Creek, which may be considered as the 
western boundary of the Mauvaises Terres. Here we saw 
some buffaloes, and heflrd the cries of the prairie dngs. 
Mountain tops,** with singiJar piiuiacles, look like the Gla- 
cier dcs Bossons in the valley of Cbamouny; in other places, 
the mountains were regularly rounded, and divided into 
small cones. After a thunder-storm the evening was fine 
and serene. We saw some wild sheep on the hills, m pur- 
suit of which some of our young men ascended without 
success. On the bank of (he river they found pieces of 
petrified wood, of a grey or blackish colour, which is here 
ver}' common, in large pieces^ and entire trunks. 

On the following morning, the ^rd of August, wc were at 
a second rapid, tailed Elk Fawn Rapid, which we p3.ssed as 
before.*' The mountams here presented a rude wilderness, 
looking in part like a picture of destruction; large blocks of 



" I.lkpwiK* named fir one of the psTty^ Richnnl Windsor. Thii it now Co* 
Crc<k« draliiing Ih? wf^tcm bordcn of Lflttc RackT MouDtAln^ UKt entering Ihc 

Miuouii from the uoflh, — EOv 

* Scr rk(7 <^, S^jwea ii, t^, ttt in the lAaxuttmyiiig «ilu. volume uv of 

*■ Lf^wli cbI!< Thtv " Klk Rapid!.'* but CZirk gtvea xYtt a«mA » " Ktk Si F«un 
Riffle." «iric« " in tbv mpid vh saw a Dow Elk & bir faun," Cou?s thinks thia 
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sand-storc ky scattered around, among which [230] 11 small 
squirrel is founds probably of ac unknown species. Some 
spots were covered ivith a low plant, with while flowers, and 
there arc several species oE grasses, on which the moiintain 
sheep, or bighorn, is said chiefly to feed. Some of these 
mountains reminded us of the Mettenburg and the Eiger, 
in the canton of Berne. A few pmcs and junipers appear 
here and there, and on the declivities small patches of grass, 
like Alpine meadows, so that we could fancy ourselves now 
in Switzerland, now in the valley of the Rhine; but the naked 
nide character of the Mnuvaisos Tcrres seems to be unique 
in its kind, and this impression is strengthened when you 
look up and down the river. Only the croaking of the raven 
was heard in this desolate waste, which even the Indian 
avoids, and very ticwillingly visits these steep mountains. 
As thwte people generally travel on horseback, they piefer 
the open prairies beyond the mountains, where they usually 
find the herds of buSaloes. We passed several rapids, one 
of which was called Dauphin's Rapid, after one of our en- 
gogiSj who had fallen into the river at this place-'* This 
last rapid gave us much trouble, till a favourable wind en- 
abled us to use our sail. When the vessel lay to on the 
south bank, we sat down upon the hills, and contemplated 
the singular conformation of the vjtst, rude landscape, while 
part of our people were surrounding a large 6re on the bank, 
till night spread her sable veil over the scene. 

On the 4th of August the tracks of the wild sheep were 
IWd in all direcdons, and our hunters immediately went in 
tt&ruh of them. When we were returning with the plants 
we had ooUrcted, Papin came back with two large female 

" Ditiiphln'i R^frldi bKamci a prvitLincnl UndmArk dd Llic upps rivrr. Tbvy 
vrrt luciicd ibiiut Ui mik« t«1i« Judilh Rivc^r, aiifl f<ircie<1 a trctublranfrifr 
|>UtiuclJuti. AnnditiH la Culbcrtwi's nMiuiu9cc-nc»t (hc^ were ngjncd for 
AotDinr niuphiOi vrtu waM bcre<ltt?cl^ in a lijumn rniL n BUckfoji vingmAa, 
Hb ith od« 4I the tM vicdina Ot nnUtpai in 1JI37'— Ed. 
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bighorns, which he sent on lx>ard lite boal; they were strong 
mu^'ular animals, somewhat resembling in shape and colour 
the European wild goat {Capra ibex). The chase of these 
anunals, in these hot and dry mountains, is very fatiguing. 
In SwitzeriaEd the chamois hunter evcry^^hcre finds springs 
and water to quench his thirst; this is not the case w-ith the 
hunter in the Missouri mountains, who must descend to the 
river when he dcares to cool his parched tongue. The big- 
horn generally Uves in small or large companies, on the 
decliWties and tops ol the mountains, but in the evening, 
and at night, comes down to the lower ground, where there 
is more food; and, evtn in the daytime, is often seen towards 
the fool of the mountains. They are shot with a rifle, and 
good marksmen do not find it difficult to kill them, because, 
standing in elevated positions, they afford him a good aim. 
Small projections and stones stiffice them, like our European 
wild goats and chamois, for a fooling, or with a sudden leap, 
with their four feet together, to fix themselves finnly upon 
them, at which time their white-grey colour offers a certain 
mark lo the long American rifies- The females, and the 
young animals generally, keep in companies, but the old 
bucks remain separate from them, two, four, or six together, 
and are easily recognised by their size, and their colossal 
heavy horns. Even small, young animals arc very swift, 
and it is extremely difficult to get one alive. Mr. Mc Kenzie 
had promised a hunter to give him a horse if he would bring 
a young bighorn alive; but, up to this time, he had nol been 
able to procure one. The names of bighorn and grosse 
come, given to this animal by the English and [23:] French^ 
arc properly taken from ihe large thick horns of the ram, 
which often weigh forty pounds the two^ and make the 
animal's head appear quite small. Many travellers have 
spoken of this animal; for instance, Brackcnridge, who calls it 
ar^olia. or argalia; and Richardson, who has given a pretty 
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good drawing of it." After I had tnken the dimensions of 
our specimen, Mr. Bodmer made an accurate drawing of 
Ihe head; and, as it was not (lossibli- to savt llie skins from 
(he hungry engagis^ they were given up lo the cook- Our 
dinner con^sted of bighorn tlesh, which ts something like 
mutton, but has an unpleasant pcoiliar taste, ^ (hat 1 can- 
not agree wilti Ro:^ Cox, who calls it delicious meal; prob- 
ably because he could find nothing belter in many parts of 
the interior ot North America, 

After passing several rapids, during a violent tempesl^ 
we reached Le^is and Clarke's Thompson's Creek^" which 
is considered as the western boundary of the Mauvaises 
'! CTTCS.*" The appearance of the country was considerably 
alttrwl; thr eminences were flatter, the valley more open, 
and the bank of the river was more covered with green 
bushes. We were suddenly aroused from these contem- 
plations of llic surrounding country, by discovering that our 
vessel had sprun}^ i\ leak; wc therefore hastened on shore; 
the water had already risen into the cabin; the people unload- 
ed the boat with all speed, and soon found the leak, which 
they stopped, so that in an hour and a half it was reloaded, 
for which we were indebted lo the number of our crew. 

On the 5th of August we passed Lewis and darkens Bull 
Creek, Ihc mouth of which is in a pleasant country; and 

**Fur BnckcniidjLc*! /vwiwi, ice our volume vi. Maximiluui here refers 
to the cramml Sontiish antunUsl. Sfr Jotin Richardson (i;^--]^^;) He eniprwl 
lh« ury abcui 1S07, wao in Kvpral naval bntllrsi and finally joined Sir John 
PjAnklln iA b^k hi* cipluhJig ci^vditliJiiii. In t^HiS-iiJ RiLliurdsua commandn] 
■ teuth erpertitlon fof ffunltlin. Hin puhliilinl work* *« mjinj. ihf orw hTO 
DOticod bwift hi» h'liunii Borrtii Amtruarta (Landnn, i^'^-^j), which Uc inucd 
fal nOftbcnlion vith Ivro olhci KkudnLa.— Ei>, 

* S<m Dirch Crrck, nomcil by Lvvia and CLuk for John D^ Thompson, " a 
nbMblc DiRubrr at aw pt'ty, ThU crtvk i^uninlm n grrJilcr [jmixirilon vf run- 
dig wxttt Ihiio Mmmon " — Original JoMmtlt. ii, p. yo. It ii on Ihc north tide 
dlfac Mlbsour, nning in B»r Paw Mnuntain nnd running directly south, — £d. 

■* Cadn Hw «nd AaguRl. Sofuhell TurlU Cmk u ipolMD cf m fonming tint 
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at six o'clock we were near Judith River, which had, at 
that lime, several very shallow moulhs on the north bank 
of the Missouri.'* At half-past seven, when we lay to, to 
give our people time to get their breakfast, we saw five 
Indians coining round a hill on the south bank, whose fire- 
arms gh'stened in the bright light of the morning sun. They 
fired their pieces, and sat down on the bank, on which 
Mr Mitchell and Dechamp immediately rode over to them. 
Several women, with their dogs drawing sledges, soon joined 
them, and the boat brought four men and a woman, who 
had a thick dub in her hand, on board. They were tall 
and well made, and very different from the Assiniboins; 
they belonged to the tribe of the Gros Ventres, called by 
the English, Fall Indians. They had no covering on the 
upper part of the body, except buffalo skins. They sat 
down in the cabin, where they smoked their pipes, and had 
some refreshment, A troop of Indians now appeared on 
the bank, whom we saluted with a cannon shot, on which 
our visitors desired to be taken on sliore. The boat brought 
back a chief and medicine-man. called Niatohsa (the littie 
French man, or ihe French child), of whom Mr. Bodmer 
immediately took a very good likeness. This man wore 
his hair lied together in a thick bunch over the forehead, 
which only people of his description arc allowed to do. As 
he spoki; the Blackfoot language, Doucetle was able to 
converse with him, while we proceeded rapidly, with a fair 
wind, and twenty-se\'en men towing us. 

" Bull Creek nua v> Bttm&l by Lewis ind Clarlc bwaxwe t^of 39, 1805I a 
builiilo bull cliAijfixt thfougt Ibeii cjuop then Lyiug at the mumh of ihc sticam. 
It i» now Ofig Creek, a wiuthcm affiueni two milca find n half below Judiih Rf vfr. 
Thv IJLtter u tbe largest aauibrrn branch wF«t of the MuB»lsheU, tc ruea belw«va 
Suanr ^^^ LJnlc Belt tnountuD«, in what U Icaown m Judith^s Gap, aai Qows 
ncu-ly north, on its wi^ rrcflviug many afflufints- I1 wis fa naovd hy WillLam 
Clark fur Miaa JuIia Hancock^ who Hfterwardft became hi$ wlic. Fort Chiird(>n 
(or Fgit F. A. C-] MTOd buill ncv its mQUlh to id44. \Km% dotroyed the foUaKioR 

jtu. — Ed, 
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[232] Meantime, a number of Indians, on foot and hor^- 
back, had assembled on the bank, whn hastened before to 
infocra their counlrymen of ihe approach of the traders, 
which is an event hifihly interesting to tbcm. The Bight 
of the Indians, all in motion, sometimes stopping to look 
at the vessel, and firing ihcir pieces, ga\'e great animation to 
the prairie. Being detained by a violent thunder-storm, it 
was one o*clock before we reached the place where the Mis- 
souri flows through a mlher narrow gorge, from the rcmark- 
aMe sand-i^lone valley, called the Slone Walls;" a white 
sand-stone hill appeared before us on the north bank, as 
Ihe first specimen of that formation; and on tfie left was 
the raouUi of Bighorn River,'* between considerable hills, 
on which numbers of Indians had collected. In the front of 
Ihe eminences the prairie declined gently towards the river 
where above 260 leather tents of the Indians were set up; 
the tent of the principal chief wa5 in the fore-ground, and, 
near it, a high pole, with the American flag. The whole 
pratrifi wss covered with Indians, in various groups, and 
with numerous dogs; horses of e^xry colour were grazing 
round, and horsemen galloping backwards and forwards, 
among whom was a celebrated chief, who made a good 
figure on hb light bay horse. While this was passing, several 
Indians had bejn on board, many of whom swam across 

* See Plat* 74. to tilt Bfcompaitjnnjt alUt, oar votuiii« eet^ Ed. 

'Nov Ajtov lU*vt, riiiag in \i*\iiy Kanj^p md tinting iMirthuJti loraiing 
part oi the bfnjfldarj bct^wfl Chiiuttay ind F«ncuA counliej. There ls« bovererr 
4n lOftdTEnrnfT in ihc use ^d IhJt iun»- Lewis And CUrk al dnt luraeil JudUh'a 
River BE||horr, Ut«T abandoning ibiv frognomtn lor tU [irn^nt mmri, Thf nvxt 
itrHm aboTT. oti the aoutb lidcn (he ciploi-er^ namcH 5lau|ihtcr Uiwr ^jt ■ hvn] 
of buiTAlo Klnughlfmt by ItuHuu bcLav its cliJTs. Tbv jiutflishrd nuip. howcr^r, 
*«» bj pJBOTig bete two rlv«ri — B^ghoni (which ihodJd be »n illerni,te for 
Judith) uKt SlAU^tcr Creek bcrorKJ the ttaoc wlIU^ ClAik't " Sumiaar? Stat«- 

By ■ ijpo^phLul error ttw Crow mm* for the fllghom is ^ven wronq^j m 
" IchpQftoiM " luMcwl o( " Ichp4*-tJUBA " {<l>»c utic^jlAjjoa. i*h guitun^ tuw 
tctfU ihon, tnd vJUmhie cmphudA),— Uaxuuuan. 
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to M%\ among them, a tall man came on board in this maa- 
ner, shook off the water, and went without ceremony into 
the cabin, but Mr. Mitchell drove him out, and gave him 
tr) iinfieniland tliat none hut the r.hiefs could be admitted 
there; he then had the Indians told to go back to their camp, 
where he would visit them. 

While the camp was saluted at intervals wth cannon shot, 
and the Indians answered with their guns, the keel-boat, 
which had hoisted its flag, was anchored on the north bank, 
opposite to the tents, a very neceKar>' precaution to prevent 
our coming directly into contact vrith all the Indians at the 
same time. About forty Indian warriors, drawn up on the 
bank, ha\'ing made a running fire, and our cannon again 
saluted. Mr- Mitchell, with Ihc intcrpretcTt Doucctte, took 
the boat and rowed across. He alone had pistols^ the others 
were unarmed. On the summit of the bank, all the Indians 
formed a long red line, and immediately below, on tlie water's 
edge, sat the chiefs, in a detached small body. After Mr. 
Mitchell had sealed himself by them, and had some con- 
versation with them, he invited them to accompany him on 
board, and brought us eight of these chiefs, who sat down 
in the cabin to smoke their pipes. Among them were severaJ 
men of a good open character; but one was a very bad man, 
Mexkemauastan (the iron which moves),** whom Mr, Mit- 
chell had turned out of doors the year before, at Fort Mc Ken- 
jsic, on account of his bad conduct We were now entirely 
in the power of these people, and had every reason to fear the 
vengeance of this man." Prompted, doubtless, b>* his own 
interests^ he behaved, to our astonislimcnt. in a most friendly 
manner; shook hands with us, and, like his comia/jes, grate- 
fully accepted the presents which were nmde him. He wore 

** Sep Fktc 30, In tccompAnylog atloA, oui volume xxv- — Ei>- 
"^Thif wu the Muni: u\\k, pussibty the aamc band, wilh whom thr bvtllr of 
Plerre'i Hole (nxuTTf d ilie prpctdlng aunnner. See out TOtunic ixj.pp. Otj-jj,-*— Ed^ 
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hi3 hair in a thick knot on the forehead, and had a dcctitful, 
fawning countenance. WTiilc we were engaged with these 
chiefs we saw a number of men and women, from all parts 
of the bank, swim throuf^h the river, or ctobb [235] over to 
us in their round boats, mode of buSalo sldn, and our kccl- 
boat was suddenly entered on every side and crowded with 
them. Tall, slender men covered the deck, thnist themselves 
into the apartments, and we were really overft'helmed with 
them. They all demanded brandy, powder and ball, and 
brought to t-xchange with us, skins, leatlier, and dried and 
fresh meat- The leather boats^ laden with their articles for 
borter, were brought alongside the keel-boat, drawn by one 
swimmer, and pushed by another, and in this manner we 
were soon hemmed in, so that it was necessary to ask the 
cWefsto dear the vessel; they, indeed, induced the greater 
part of the young men to leap into the water, though only 
to enter the boat soon after on the other side. 

Our situation was everything but agreeable, for these same 
Indians had entirely demolished a foal, on the frontiers of 
Canada, two years before, killed a clerk, and eighteen other 
persons, besides murdering several other while people En 
those parts; they had, in addition to this, had a quarrel 
with Lewis and Clarke,** and no confidence cotild we there- 
fore place in them, though Mr. Mitchell affirmed that he 
always transacted business with them with pleasure, and 
had never had any pnxsfs of the treachery imputed to them. 
If it was their intention to treat us in a hostile manner, there 
waa no way for us to escape; and how easily might the most 
trifib^ dispute with these rude men lead to a breach, by 
which fifty whites, m the power of eight or nine hundred 

** t^vlbly the £r9t Is the oiabujc ae 3u John'i houic. refemd to by Jcdux 
McLf*n In ySmi oj rvmay^Fhe Yaarif Strviu in ilu Hndnn'x Say TmUorf 

Fnr MrrimrLhci Lewis** difEicuEtJo nkh Ihc Ot»ventrci of ihc FiunGS, oon- 
nik Otigi-atil JaurimiSt v, pp. ii^-aij.-^ ED. 
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Ijidlans, would have had no chance. They were there- 
fore treated with much apparc-nl confidence and familiarity, 
and everything went off very well. A favourable wind for 
using our Aail Tvas very welcome, in assisting us to escape 
from this jK-r3cnis sUuatiun. DuuceUe had been sent on 
shore with some goods, and instructions to barter with the 
Indians, and thus, in some measure, to satisfy their desires. 
We on board saw our people on shore closely surrounded 
by a great mass of Indians; the noisy traffic was long con- 
tinued, though Mr. Mitchell had repeatedly given orders 
for the return of the boat. Wc were obliged to wait a long 
time, and already began lo be apprehensive for the safety 
of our dealers, when we at length saw the boat, overloaded 
with Indians, put off from the bank, on which orders were 
given to proceed immediately on our voyage. About fifty 
robust Indians joined our men in towing, and we were drawn 
alonf; very rapidly; our keel-boat was so crammed with peo- 
ple, that it drew much water. In this singular company 
wc began to pass through the most interesting part of the 
whole course of the Missouri, namely, the Stone Walls; 
but wc could not breathe freely enough duly to appreciate 
the surrounding scenery, before we were quit of our trouble- 
some visitors. The chiefs were repeatedly informed that 
the boat was ready to cany them on shore, and they had 
all received presents, with which, however, some of them 
were not satisfied; at length they were all sent off, with an 
intimation that they might go to Fort Mc Eenzie, to their 
allies, the Blackfeet, where the goods would be landed, and 
the barter conducted as Ihey desired. Wc lay lo for the 
night, or the right bank, at the fore part of the Stone Walls, 
and a number of Indians, especially women, who were found 
concealed in the vessel, and turned out, kindled fires near 
us, Mary articles were missing, and we had given much 
more than we received, (234] yet we were truly glad at having 



i8j»-ia,t4l 



MdximtVidn's Travels 



75 



come off as well as wc did- A strong watch, with an officer, 
was set for the ni^t. 

The Groa Ventres dcs Prairirs arc orifpnally, it is affirmed, 
a branch of the Arrapahos; they lived chiefly in the coun- 
I17 about the ^askatachawan (Kiviire aux Kapidcs), but 
roaincd about in all the prairies which border on the terri- 
lory of the BlacMecl and Airapahos Indkns; .Alexander 
Mc Kenzae, and olhii travellers, call them Fall Indians^ be- 
cause they lived near the falls of the above-ircntioncd ri\"cr.*' 
They are weD niadcr^ liUle differing in apiK^mnce from the 
Piekanns, and other Blackfeet. They ornament their lar^e 
buffalo robes in a peculiar manner, with narrow parallel 
transverse stripes of porcupine quills, and many little pieces 
of scarlet cloth fastened to them in rows. This way of adorn- 
ing their robes is said to be likewise usual among the Ar- 
rapahos; their shoes, like those of the Blackfeet, are generally 
of different colours; their tents, and household utensils, are 
quite similar, I saw many war clubs among them, made 
of the long end of an elk ^s horn ; daggers, with handles made 
of the jaws and teeth of a bear, are not uncommon among 
them." 

These Indians were formerly very poor, had bad tents, 
and could not buy any fire-arms; they have, however, recov- 
ered of late, and supplied iheir wants. They are addicted 
to begging, like all the Indians; steal sometimes, especially 
the women and children; but, in this respect, the Crows are 
said to surpass all the other tribes. These people had lately 
been compelled to make vigorous efforts to ransom about 
thirty of their men, who had fallen into the hands of their 

" Far Str Atuandrr M>ckciuiE see Pnodiftn's ^arfot^^ in our tdIuidc vt, 
p. 195. ODbt 4- For Ihp 8tjkfk(p?f and Anpiiho hy our volimip v, p. va> aow 
t»o. Hkc tribal afflnlty Wt^^^ica the t^rcAvtnuu ct ihc Predriu and ibc Ampnho 
WA4 reurigoked hy trrqxietil vuJU of the former lo Lhc land of ihc Ulur, Comult 
Chintfn**n, Ft^-T'iuU, ii, pp S^j. S53.— Ei>- 

"Sm p, loj ftsr illu^traiioD of Grosveatre djLgger-— Edl 
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enemies — the Crows. In thdr engagements with this tribe, 
they lost so many men &5 to occasion among them an undue 
proportion between the sexes. Well informed persons affirm, 
that they have at present not many more tlian 200 tents, 
and from 400 to 500 warriors; though others have assured 
mc that their number far exceeds thb. Alexander Mc Kenzie 
estimated Ihem, at the time of his journey, al 600 warriors. 
They possess many dogs, and at present more horses than they 
formerly had- In case of distress, they sometimes eat the 
dogs; of lalc they have conducted themselves very well in 
trading, and behaved peaceably lowards the Whites; whereas 
they were formerly enemies to the Americans- The buffalo 
skins, dressed by them, are said to be now better than those 
of most of the other Indians. In the main, their cusloms 
agree wilh those of the Blackfeet, and ihey dispose of their 
dead in the same manner> They are reputed to be brave 
in war. Their language is the most difficult of all those of 
the Missouri and the Rocky [235] Mountains, The Fur 
Company had not a single interpreter for this language, 
though great pains had heen taken to procure one.*" 

The Indians who had passed the night near our vessel re- 
turned very early, on the 6th of August, to their camp, that 
they might be able to travel in one day to Fort Mc Kenine. 
The night, which was very cool, had passed over quietly, 
and we had every reason to be satisfied with the behaviour 
of this numerous band of Indians, for few other tribes would 
have conducted themselves so peaceably and moderately on 
a similar occasion. This, it is true, was for their own interest, 
smce they had hitherto been sufTerers from the bad repu- 
tation which they had among the Whites- 

At break of day the weather was extremely cool and dis- 
agrceabie; the thermometer at half -past seven was only at 

** M»t of the Gr^wcntrn used th« filaclLlaoI kngUB^ge 05 veil m Lbeir ovn, 
vrhicli ift ikacHbed u did&cult by ^11 tEivdkia lo lEi» rc^on. — Ed. 
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58O, and a Hca.^ wind pre^^ailed, which enabled us to use 
our saila. The part of the country called The Stone Walls, 
which now opened before us, has nothing like it on thff whtile 
cour»: of the Missouri; and wc did not leave the dect for 
a single moment the whole forenoon. Lewis and Clarke 
have given a short description of this remarkable tract, with- 
out, however, knowing the name of Stone Walls, which has 
since been given it," In this tract of twelve or fifteen miles, 
the valley of the Missouri has naked, moderately high moun- 
tains, rounded above, or extending like ridges^ with tufts 
of low [slants here and there, on which the thick strata "' of 
whitish coarse-grained friable sand-stone, which extends 
over all this country, arc everywhere visiblcn As soon as 
we have passed Judith River this white sand-stone begins 
to stand out in some places, till we have passed Bighorn 
River, and entered the narrower valley of the Stone [2.16] 
Walls, where the strata extend, without interruption, far 
through the country, and lie partly halfway up the mountain, 
and partly form the summits. They are the continuation 
of the white sand-stone which occurs in such singular forms 
at the BkckhilU. At all the places which are bare of grass, 



^fhr' Origim/d Joufnats tpt^Y oi Stnnpvnill Crvek And "thov bnena nairnl 
win*,"— Ed. 

" SiAlltr hiarl4lon? Etriin arc uid To drear in other puTti of Norrh Amcn^A; 
ood. ia South America, Pi*eppig wcios w httva met »i[h Uicm. as he d,c*f Hbts ihtm 
hi the ftjlWiiJ4[ pMsagc: — "Tawanl* poon we (ii>pm«hc(J the higbcW poinl an 
thia ra*^, Iht Alto <\e LAcctingual (4718 mMret, iccatding ia iiCivprd), W« vetn 
much vl/udi with ifav aand-floDc rotks* which ire ippiouhc^ aboul the, half wiy ol 
tbc jouTiKy, ftfier tuvlag nlrcndy ko ihvto ever tioic the moroing. In different 
diiwllnru htka* m, A» iiolitPd mM**». oJ the nsftit Tiried lonna, Ihcy eitcnd in 
ro*r» •lonn the ridue <rf ihc far-»trckhin|D; <;hfliii of hills, and fornij la maajr placeii 
TtallT K^Jt^ailc walbs Lew iciDUps, probably only brnkm fngmfTLtAt \\c Halurcd 
Imgat&rly around, but high, appaivnt))' regular pillon nw for abovr thrm fn thtf 
<J*tttftCie, ibdl look putiy like bujiU, fur wblch Ihcy orr token ftt Liimij panly Uke 
«vd» »D>tracEcd by n^. By tWir gyinmirtriirfl jUT^ngcnicnt ihcy »:tnicl]ia» 
iMm 14> bv tbt niic* oi no immpntvly larg« l^jiidtDg; ai othf^r^, appr^Ar Likt? large 
npiiar tfuulrancki with sqture nAica^ bctwrca nhai kctd (r> bv his^ baidoai' 
The fcnn ol the iavcrted ccdg octun here m oiaunK the lociu nt Adcrtbach, ool; 
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ihcy arc visible, and ihnr we see horizontal or perpendicular 
&n^es and ledges resembliDg walls, some cit which contain 
caverns. This sand-stone formation is the most striking 
when it forms the tops of more isolated mountains, separated 
by gende valleys and ravines. Here, on both sides of the 
river, Ihe most strange forms are seen, and you may fancy 
that you see colonnades, small round pillars with large globes 
or a flat sdab at the top, little towers, pulpits, organs with 
their pipes, old ruins, fortresses, castles, churches, with pointed 
towers, &c &Cp, almost every mountain bearing on its sum- 
mit some similar structure. 

Towards nine o'clock the valley began to be particu- 
larly interesting, for its fantastic forms were more and more 
numerous; every moment, as we proceeded along, new white 
lairy-like castles appeared, and a painter who had leisure 
might fill whole volumes with the.se ori^nal landscapes. As 
proofs of this we may refer to some of these figures, which 
Mr. Bodmer sketched very accurately/' In many places 
Ihc clay formed the summits of the hills; in these parts there 
were patches of Juniperus ref>ens^ and on the bank of the 
river, small and narrow strips covered with artemisia and 

the propptsliuni muil bt coocdved u ^iiiUblc l4 tlu Andut tui man/ of IbcK dark 
p&lUra art, undoubfedlyn sevtral hundred fwt high. The eye ertru itwU in vain 
to discnver the lermtaiitioa of Uwse nlony coluiDot- Tbfiy vioiab at a grcal dia- 
lADce in the noith-wcst^ bc(iTT«n uEnilai lines, v-hiVh ikppc^r b> mtct tb«(n At « 
CeriAin mglp Ai one plnrp coly -kv EsppnurhrH Thrrn r]tne piioUKh to be nhic ta 
ttxaminc at Icaat the lowtst tragmenta; «c ta«, h&wcvtf. Utile man than a very 
•ofl, *:t}^tsc BHnEl-Alonc of ■ whiliaTi cutour. which hu hecomc bliuik only by the 
aflion of the nir. auiJ dfCflmpr»»iiion of the ^urfact. These remarkable groups 
bjLve no puticulor jume, and no popular tradilkin i£ connected vith theit ixtTnoLatic 
iisms, as id Ltic tliiU. The Pcnj^an po»e»e4, in this rcapccE. kv (maginiUoD 
than chr ChHeivi, whn makeft wmethlng out of tvery rock, Ihe form of which is 
iiaufUAl> eeet a ehuTch na the BUmmit ot the Andes of SviUi Rosa, and, in a Eflteral 
T«iicy oi the mad from MrndotAt faodte that he diacovico a palace, Aod a )oa^ 
proceeoon nf monki performiag penaiKv/*^— CRelKbrachrriljang, Vol. n. p. 4S), 
— MaxIuIUAK- 

* See P]«te 67, fig;uT« 6-9, And Plaie Ui^ AgureB >?-^{|' i<i ^^ ACfooipanying 
&lUt, our volume kxv, — Ed. 
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the thorn with Sesh-colour^ l^vcs (SarcclNJtus nfes). Long 
tracts of the sand-stone etmta perfectly resembled a lar^ 
blown-up fortress, because the stratiBcation cvcryvphcne gave 
these: walls a certain rrgubrily, wbilr, at the samt- lirnc, they 
bore marks of havbg been destroyed by violence. In sev- 
€nl pkces where the sand stone summit appeared plainly 
to represent an ancient knight *s castle, another rrmarkable 
rock was seen to traver&e the mountain in narrow perpen- 
dicular strata, like regularly built walls. These walls con- 
^si of a blackish-brown rock, in the mass of which large 
olive-green crystals are disseminated/' They run in a per* 
fectly straight line from the summits of the mountain to the 
foot, appearing to form the outworks of the old castles.** 
The surface is divided by rents or furrows into pretty regular 
cubic figures like bricks, which renders their similarity to 
a work of art still more complete- The breadth of these 
perpendicular strata seldom exceeds one or two feel. One 
of these walls was particularly striking, which ran, without 
intemiptionT over the tops of three mounlains, and through 
the clefts between them, and connected the three masses of 
white sand-stone on the summits in so regular a manner, 
that one could hanlly fancy (hey ivere natural, but that they 
were a work of art. All these eminences ore inhabited by 
tmrncrous [237] troops of the vrild mountain sheep, of which 
vrc often saw thirty or fifty at a time climbing and springing 
over the sand-stone forroalion. These harmless animals 
often stood on a lofty peak, far beyond the reach of our rifles, 



" Tbc rxlJtntiyp coUecikm of all kinds af rock in LhJfl remtrkjible Hcil-flonc 
TftUcy. «rfts ualortuoildy Inl in tlitr [irn on hoaid ibc Compiny'a ntrvm'biMl lo 
Ibe jKcu iJtj4. lod t un, coDscquvniLy, ujuble to determlM men ptrticulirly tlw 
Ufd of the *bove-nieEit£oat4 rocit, ^landing qixi in battow pcipcodlcvlar wilU. 
Lewit Atnl CIatL chII U & L-uEigkimcfitlc, hui ihia cxpicuuu »rcui» lo iiic (lol 1o 
br vft] rhoffDv— MAyiiaL[4H. 

■■Sn Plhtip 67, ^^nn 4, ftnd Piute &A, B^^tir* ii« In th« McompiDTtnfl reIiu, 
Du voluioe lorr'— En^ 
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while Ihe outlines of their forms were dearly defined against 
th« brighl blue sky. As we passed a hollow lAleml valley, 
wc were shown the place at which the hunters of the keel- 
boat had, last year, hemmed in a whole herd of these aoimals 
in 511th a manner that not nrie estaped. 

Eorly in the afternoon we came to a remarkable place 
where the Missouri seems to iasue from a narrow opening, 
making a turn round a dark brown rugged pointed tower- 
like rock on the south, to which the traders have given the 
name of the Citadel Rock.** This sinf^lar isolated rock 
seems to consist of clay-slate, grauwacke, and a conglomerate 
of fragments of rock in j-ellowish clay, and is joined to the 
wuth bank by a ridge. On the bank opposite to it the white 
sand-stone runs over the ridge of the hiUs, which Mr. Bodmer 
has very accurately represented." After we had doubled 
thf Citadel Rock we lay to on the south hank, and our 
people took their dinner. We did not stop long, and had 
to contend against a cold, very h^ wind, while the country 
was flatter and more open, with only a few of the oddly- 
fashioned rocks. Immediately above the Citadel there is 
a similar dark brown much smaller rock, and soon after- 
wards wc saw, on the north bank, a jagged conical rock, 
which stands quite isolated on a hill covered with short grass. 
Two other less remarkaUe tops follow, of which the towers 
(according to the course of the rivcrl resemble a small castle, 
while the other hills in this part have again the 6al and 
rounded forms. A herd of wild sheep looked down upon 
us from these heights. We had* however, not yet taken 
leave of the extraordinary sand-stone valley, on the contrary, 
wc now came to a most remarkable place. The stratum of 
sajid-slone, regularly bedded in low hills, runs along both 
banks of the river, which is rather narrow, like a high, 

* Sec Plate it, in (be iiccomparLjring alios, our volume! xrv. — Ed. 
"See PUt« 74. in the iccumpanying RtUs, uur volunie ext,'^ E&. 
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smooth, while wall, pretty equally horizontal above, with low 
pinnacles on Ihc t(^. At some distance before us^ the eye 
fell on an apparently narrow j^te, the white walls in the two 
banks approaching so near to each other, that the river 
seemed to be very contracted in breadth as it parsed between 
them,*' and tliis illusion was heightened by tlie turn which 
the Missouri makes in this place lo the southwest. Looking 
backwards, the high, black, conical rock rose above the sur 
rounding country; and on our right hand, there were, on 
the bank, dark perpendicular walls, seemingly divided into 
oibes^ in the fonn of an ancient Gothic chapel with a chim- 
ney. Some pines grew singly about these walls, where there 
appear to be regular gateways formed by art. A little fur- 
ther on there was, on the north bank, a mass which much 
resembled a long barrack or some other considerable build- 
ing," the comers of which were as regular as if ihey had 
been hewn and built up by a skilful workman. Beyond 
the rocky pale a herd of buffaloes were grazing on a sroall 
latcml valley; our hunters contrived to get near them and 
lo kill four- As {i^^ evening was come, and the [leople 
bad to cut up the buffaloes^ we lay to for the night on' the 
north bank> 1 took this opportunity to ascend the remark- 
able eminences. I found the sand-stone so soft that it 
crumbled in my hand; whereas the yellowish-red sand-stone, 
which, in some places, formed the tops or roofs of the 
strange white masses, were of a rather harder grain. Ex- 
tremely stunted and often strangely contorted cedars {juni' 
^eTUj)grewamong these rocks; but the pines (P/fiiw/^At^w) 
WCTC well grown and flourishing, though not above forty 
leet high. When standing among the remarkable masses 
of the sand-stone, we fancied ourselves in a garden laid out 
in the old French style, where ums, obelisks, statues, as 

** RrprevRlod in PUlc 74 of the xcompuiTlD^ •llu* our ^clumc nr, — Cd, 
" Fifun 10 of PUu GB, tci tbc ftCCpompftaTlng ailcu. our volume ncv. — &d^ 
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well as hedges and trees clipped into various shapes, sur- 
round the astonished spectator- The balls and sJahs, often 
erf a colossal siar, which rested on the above-mentioned ped- 
estals, were likewise soft and friable, bui not so much so as 
the while sandstone, and there were in them many round 
hole&. SinLlificalion could be i>crceived in all these stones^ 
for even round spherical blocks were eaaly divided into 
rcf^ular plates, nearly an inch thicks Among these frag- 
ments the tracks of the mountain sheep were everywhere 
discernible, and oti the lower declivities, which were cov- 
ered with grass, those of ihe buffaloes. In the prairie be- 
yond the Stone "Walls, Cactus jcrffx grew, and at Ihcir foot, 
the beautiful liartonia omcUt, with its large snow-white 
Rowers. 

We looked with impatience for the following day, the 7th, 
in order to reach what is called the Gate of the Stone Walls. 
We soon came to a dark brown rock, like a tower, rising in 
the middle of the white wall, the front of which had fallen 
down, and had a great number of boulders about il. From 
ihis tower it is between 600 and 800 paces to the place which 
appeared to us yesterday to form a narrow gate; before 
reaching it, there is, on the north bank, a stream called, by 
Lewis and Clarkej Stonewall Creek, which is about fifty 
paces broad at the mouth, and its banks are bordered vnth 
high poplars.** A cold wind blew from the gate^ beyond 
which there was another tower-like dark brown rock, not so 
large as the other, while the white sand-stone walls decreased 
and l)ccame less regular. The hills became gradually lower, 
the sand-stone partly disappeared, and was only seen oc- 
casionally. About eleven o'clock we saw two Indians — a 
man and a woman — who, on thdr approach^ were lec- 
cgnizcd to be Blood Indians. They were returning from 

■ Now Eagto Cr«*1e« iMng In Baix Pftw MoonUiiu and etitering tkw Miuuud 
from itc narthvst'^ Zt>. 
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the Manltaries, where wc rccdlccted having seen them: the 
man was well made, and both were very neatly dressed. 
Wc took them on board, passed several islands, and had a 
fine \icw of liearVpaw Mountain, nearly behind us, in the 
north-east/* The hills an the bank had, in generaV nothing 
remarkable in their appearance; the strata of the sand-stcme 
were partly exposed at their base, because the sand under 
them had either fallen ur been washed away. The strattJin 
of whitish-grey sand-stone slUl ran along the hills with an 
equally thick layer of day and sand over it^ covered with 
green turf; but what might here be called smd-slonc was 
rather a halt indurated clay and sand, mixed with blocks of 
sand-stone. A mile further up, we saw, to [339] the south, 
in the direction of the river, the foremost chain of the Rocky 
Mountams, looking like a distant blue range, which was 
soon hid behind the naked, sterile banks of the river, which 
bad only here and there some old trees, '^ 

On the morning of the 8th of August, wc again saw before 
us the summits of the Rocky Mountains, and came to Span- 
iard Island, where several of our hunters returned from an 
excurson with wild geese and a large rattlesnake, They 
had seen from the eminences the eternal snow of the Oregon, 
and observed six Indians an horseback, who were going in 
the direction of Fort Mc Kcnzie, They brought with them 
a quantity of choke cherries, the fruit of the J'runus padus 
VirgmianCf which is considered to be very indigestible. This 



** Bev Paw MouniiJfa itv t«AteU Id Chautcau County, weti at the t4illv 
RocUc«> Tkfly KTB uut fe continuous chflLnn but a grotii? of bi^h, ilNp, broken 
Wb pwtV c&ttrc J with limber, Utrrninj^ part cf the Aateiahod briwrfTi Milk utd 
Mlmuri rivers. The VTiIrm end appdjachn wjlbin rijEbl or un iiiIIh of the 
Mtm^ijri- In lhe«« fnouDtum ocrurf?d Ibr batUp o! Spptcrnhfr jo-Oct^brr 9, 
tAjj, tthca United Stata troop* uplurt<! Chief joteph and the lorceat pirt oE lu« 
land ol Nw Prrr**— Ed- 

"Thb group ia tbc Hiifhwixxt MountAin^ on tiKioulhern UinJcrt of Chou- 
lr»u County. fUrMtlf tovilb of Fort Bmtrmr Thrtr nmuntiLlnv liif to in allltu4e 
ol f ,600 feci,— £0. 
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fruit is said to hsyt cuitd Captain Lewis, on his jouTOcy^ 
o( a dysentery and fexer.'* Proceeding on our voyage, we 
followed the right bank, composed of steep^ yeUowish-rcd 
walU, the base of which was a bluish clay, and were delight- 
ed with the fine bright green colour ol the waters of the 
Missouri^ which contradicted ihe assertion that it is dis- 
coloured by the junction of Maria River, from the mouth of 
which wc were now not far distant. Turning round a point 
of laiid^ we saw before us a long table-formed range of hills, 
behind which is Fort Mc Kenzie, which we might have 
reached by land in half an hour. In the front of these hills, 
on the north hank, is the mouth of Maria River, called, 
\rf the Canadians, Marayon;" after we had passed it, we 
saw, about six o'clock, on the same bank, the ruins of the 
first fort, or trading post, which Mr. Kipp, clerk of the 
American Fur Compmny, had built, in the year 1831, in 
the territory of the Blackfeet. This fort was abandoned in 
1832, and the present Fort Mc Kenzie built in its stead, 
and this, too, is soon to be abandoned. In this manner the 
Fur Company continues to arlvancc, and firmly establishes 
itself among nations that are but little known, where the fur 
trade is still profitable. The forsaken ruins of the first fort 
were entirely demolished and partly biimt by the Indians 
after Ihe departure of the Whites. On the hrights of this 
part, we saw tw*o Indians on horseback, who galloped off as 
soon as they perceived us, doubtless to cany the news of our 
aTri\*al lo the fort." Several islands^ opposite the ruins of 

" See Lcfris'B o>ru ilcacHplLon of his cuiCf br ihc uac ot thi> hmt. m OrifntJ 
/owuJf, i\. p. 141- — Ed, 

** MariflU aivcT rues In the mjiin chain of the Rocky MoiUDtuiu, and flcwB 
n?ai]y dUE rusL laxa llie Miowjuri, Fonnjng iLs tirpcsi iLoflhcm trlbutiiry beyond 
Srfillc RiWT, Uf"^ froching the mmuh, Lewii nn*! ClBrk wpr* unerrtftin. udUI 
tbey lad ciplond e«(h branch, wtuch vaj tKc in&ln stirun oC Ihe Miwun- Thcr 
ouDcd the imrthem Uibuury for CipuEa LewU's cdluiq, Miu Muia WixxL ktci 
Mre- CLorltwn— Ep. 

** For JjiK:i»Kipp Kcoxtr vgJumc JoUi p^ 14^, note J19. Tlic nU of UiU poM 
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the fort, obliged u5 to pass through a narrow channel on the 
south bank, which w%3 not more than forty paces broad, 
with a very rapid current. 

At tvnUghl we by to under the high day wall of the south- 
em bank- We were much surprised that no notice had yet 
been taken of us by the fort, which was 50 near, though, 
m the two preceding yeare, the steamer bad been welcomed 
by the Blackfcet further down the river; and as we were 
now so dose to the fori, we might expect to see the white 
inhaUtanb^ of the post; besides this, the Manitaries had 
told us thai thf." garrison of Fort Mc Kenzie had had a dis- 
pute with the Indians, and Dechamp affirmed that he had 
heard to-day some cannonshat. All these considerations, 
taken togrther, excited in Mr. Mitchell — who was well 
aware of the litt»e reliance that could be placed on the 
— some apprehensions for the safely of the fort 
'and our expedition* Small parties of Whites, at a distance 
from the Mis^^itri, are generally murdered, or at [340] least 
plundered, by the BUckfeet, if they take them for fur hunt- 
ers; we had. therefore, reason to proceed with much caution. 
Accordin^y, Major Mitchell resolved to reconnoitre the 
fort in person, and, meantime, a strong night watch was 
ordered on board the vessel. Mr. Mitchell chose four of 
our hunters, who were thoroughly acquainted with the coim- 
try, and well armed, to accompany him. The boat landed 
them on the north bank of the river, where it remained in 
safety. The>' set out on thctr expedition at nightfall, the 

«s» cfimetly in tb* «ngl« of III* rivert an the wm t»Tik of Ihe Miuoiih ', ii hu uncv 
b«a >wcp( Kw» hf Uk riTo. While the Inn wa bunding, Ripp rciutslcd the 
himw to (Sepon and niura &(trr KVcniir-Gvc da^^ vbra lo tlicLr luiprlv they 
IdodcI a completed ilrurtuPG Jn thf faring nf i^ji mott of tbe cagtg^ flecEirud 
•A TC-tiMcv Ebr lerrit^ bcf&uu of tiir hiujir<i>iii btudtion □' liic pofM^ morcnrer, 
ibc fbiv hud 1v Ic iiBnsponpd to Fcrl tToioi]. Kipp luhd. therefcjri:, ik? ^UtrtiJitJre 
bul Id abAbdAo xhm stncluidF, whirh the Indiptu vxm burned. Thrpc Kfrocb- 
OmdUn^ bftvi«tC UkenBWLfoot wives, nrfn^inH with ihislnbc. S« " Aj^FausM 
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moon shining brightly. It was agreed lha.t, in case of a 
mi^undenitanding with the Iiuti^nfi^ we should drop down 
the river if Mr. Mitchell had not returned before midnight. 
The people on board the vcasci remained on Ihc alert, await- 
ing the result- The night was exceedingly fine, warm, and 
serene, but the moonlight did not last long. We plainly 
heard the drums of the Indians in the direction of the fort, 
and, on the opposite bank of the river, the loud howling 
of the wolvt-s. At half'[iast ten o'clock Mr. Mitchell 
returned with two of his men. He had ascended the hills, 
but had lost his way, and came to the mouth of the Maria 
River, from which he now returned. The other two had 
again proceeded towards the fort. The feet of our wander- 
ers had suffered severely by the "thorns of the cactus plants. 
As we had no infonnation of the state of the fort, we had 
nothing In rlo hut patiently to wait for daylight. 

Before daybreak, on the Qth, a heavy rain set in, which 
eontinuedi at intervals, the whole day, and the mosquitoes 
were very trouhlcsomc, Wc proceeded early along the steep 
clay walla of the aouthem hank, which were above a hun* 
dred feet high, and saw, on our right hand, gentle eminenceSj 
from which the antelopes fled at our approachn We were 
just doubling a point of land, when we saw 6ve white horse- 
men coming towards us. The party consisted of Mr- Patton, 
clerk of the Comjjany,and hitherto director of Fort Mac Ken- 
tic, and some of his people They galloped to tlic bank, 
dischargttl Ihrir pieces, and were welcomed on board. The 
news they brought dis[)e!Ied all our apprehensions; universal 
joy prevailed on ciccount of our happy arrival; and, after 
we had breakfasted together, they rode back to the fort, 
to which we hail thirteen miles lo go by water- We saw 
the horsemen gallop over the high banks of the river, on 
which groups of Indians were everywhere seen* Whole 
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bands of their brown children came to the river's edge, and 
accompanied the vessel wiih shouts of joy^ Frequently two 
Indians were riding on one horse; great numbers of those 
animal(>, of a!1 colours w<^'^ grazing in the prairie. Our 
arrival gave ammatiQn to the whole scene, and our guns 
be^n to fire salutes from time to time, in which the heavy 
lain was very troublesome. 

\Vc passed the last winding of the river, and a most inter- 
esting sa^e presented itself. A prairie extends along the 
north bonk, at a point to which, projecting towards the river, 
wc saw Fort Mc Kenrie, on which the American dag was 
displayed*** A great number of Tndian tents was erected 
In the plain, which was coveted with Che red population in 
various groups, all of whom hastened to the banlt. Near 
to the fort, the men (about 800 Blackfeet) were drawn up 
[241] in a close body, like a well-ordered battalion. They 
formed a long dark brown Kne, with a black stripe at the 
top> which was occasioned by their black hair. The pali- 
.sadcs and the roof of the fort, as well as the neighbouring 
trees, were occupied by Indian women and their children, 
singly, or in groups, and the whole prairie was covered with 
thetD. The smoke of the powder rose in the fort, and the 
diunder of the cannon re-echoed from tlie high banks. While 
OUT vessel was slowly approaching this interesting scene, 
Ihc boat brought an Indian, the White BuSalo (soldier of 

"* Fort UctCcojle. wbo«r founding b 4eacrib*d by Mtrimjljan in dupitr idE, 
fMlm itB» tttUAled about Hit milcv aU^vc the mvulh of Muia'a River, a Litilc bcluw 
s duller of nnall lAlandB. on the wi^n fiilr of the livrir. oppositr bnlrl bKill^ It 
v*s mkintuned unnl itt^^- In itiAl year Culberta^n tiavirig been ImniferrHt to 
•nulhcr poM, Ctuvdon uul ilervci^, in cnmmJind «r Fott McKcn^ic. took aummAry 
wn^nner nn thr nri^^hborirg Inrllyria for thrfl by disthMging fonnrin At thtm 
tm dtajr ctmt 1<j tradr ai the pcfll, And kiLLing ever thirty- Thereupon the Iridefi 
VttV forctd b/ n4tlir Ivjatiiity lu BbAadua this fort And TctrcDt to the newly-toa' 
flnuud Fopt rhiMon, nt±t Judtrh's Ri^e.r (ur note 5J- anu. p. yi*. The Indian* 
bamid Fort McKonii«, which wu thereafter upoltsn of u Fort Bmlf, bad lU ailc 
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the fort),'* who was wtll known a^ a good-naliircd, lolerably 
trustworthy man. The fire of musketry among the mass 
of the Indian warriors was immtcmipted, and their war 
07 sounded over to us, while our vessel, in spile of the rain, 
kept up a brisk fijc. In froul of the Indians we saw three 
or four chiefs in red and blue uniforms, Irirruned with lace, 
and wearing round hats with plumes of feathers. The most 
distinguished among them was Mcxkehrne-Sukahs (the iron 
shirt), dressed in a scarlet uniform, with blue facings and 
lace, with a drawn sabre in his hand ; riding without stirrups, 
he managed, with great dexterity, his light bay horse, which 
was made very resliff by tlie firing of the musketry. The 
most respected chief among the Blackfect, at this time, was 
the Spotted Elk {Kclscpcnn-Nuka), who, after a successful 
battle with the Flatheads, had changed his name, and was 
now called Ninoch-Kiaiu (chief of the bears). The other 
chiefs besides these two were called the Old Heart, now 
called the Stiff Foot, the Stiff Leg, the Big Soldier, and the 
RedBuffala 

We approached the landing-place, and at length set foot 
on shore, amidst a cloud of smoke caused by the firing of 
the Indians and of the engages of the fort, who were drawn 
up in a line on the hank. Here we were received by the whole 
population, \rilh the Indian chiefs at their head, with whom 
we all shook hands. The Chief of the Bears was quite an 
original: his countenance, which was not very handsome, 
with a large crooked nose^ was partly hid by his long hair. 
On his head he had a round felt hat, with a brass rim, and 
a silver raedal on his breast. We were led through a long 
double line of the red men, the ejqnres^on of whose coun- 



"TImms Indium im c&llcd aoldim at the Lia^n^ pusli who &ec cmpturrd ns 
ft kind ol police to rnunUiD onlcr amoag ihnr own p«Gp]e.^> MuouiLtAX 

Ct>mmfn^ by Ed^ CotHn pftinlcd a portTAil oi a BlftcLfool chiirf and mcdidnc 
man named While Buflalo. Set hi& North A mtrkan indiata, 1, p, j4, Plate 1 5 . 
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teiiances and then- various dresses greatly annised us. Whca 
we arrived at the fort there ivas do end of the shaking of 
hands; after which we longed for repose, and distributed 
our borage in the rooms. We had happQy accomplished 
the voyage from Fort Union in thirty-four days, had lost none 
of our petite, and subsisted during the whole time by the 
produce of the chase. 



CHAPTER XK 

otscRipnoN or rowt uckcnzie and tbe wsvtr^ohs, aki> op toe 

WDUM I^OI'IJLATIOM UVINC TB£E£ 

Fori McKouaio — The BkckJeet; their Appeaiuice» Heftd-drcss, &c 

Fort McKenzie. which, at the time of its first establish- 
ment in 1832, was called by Mr. Milchcli, its founder. Fort 
Pickann, is designed for carrying od the hir trade with the 
three branches of the Blackfoot Indians, and several other 
neighbouring nations, as the Gros Ventres des Prairies, the 
Sassis»" and the Kutanas, or Kutnehas." As I have alrf^ady 
saidj the American Fur Company concluded. In the year 
iSji, a commercial convention with those tribes, and sent 
for that purpose the interpreter, Bergcr, a Canadian, who 
wa^ pretty well acquainted with the language of the Black* 



^Thc S^joih 01 SarcU (^dpcari), uv k brmrcb at tht Chippewnu* who Ivm 
fiutbec to Ulc ooithi &nd must twt be unfounded wjib the Oiibbc**iiya {Ctupp«- 
WAj*)^ C^ A. M^rKrnilfi, pafM led, «nd tT/\.) Tanner tpraks of ilwir bn< 
gittflr; tad C*plalii KnnkUs, in hU 6nrl jounwy <^ge 109)* wyi thai thU trib« 
hail i$a tcDU. Dr Mo(«c. In bi> Kvpwt {pAttc 14), »lb Ibc IndUiu oicnlianed 
fam. SLirvRt. Acmrding va CtplJiIn BnnncvLlIf, ihey urc usually fncTudrd under 
the imm^ of BIkcLFhI; which, howewf, u hy no nwiru the cue in the part of the 
iciiciti^ itnoufth whkh I tnirrUnt. — Maxublian, 

Ccmmntl hy Kd. Thr Snfm arr ■ imall but btmw Biid niscbirrDiu tribe 
bvlonstng la the AtlitbAKiD lunily — the Tinneh «lo<k, nUied either Xo ihe 
ChtpciTVAn i>r Bcavct lucJSit^u^ EuTy in tbe cmclccnlb ccnlui^ Iher nuj[rMcd 
k>i]ih*mrtl. aiwl jiiinnl ihr Blankfait coafrdo^cy. They have alv&jrs rouaed 
in Brinah lerriiory, BDd u« new ujion a ttscttv io Alben*, % ihort diManet aootb 
of Cvlguy^ In igoi thrr iiiUDtMir««l ^05, uxl wctv eJaaplorvd En fjuoiaoft uiil 
CtttdtHherdlng. 

**'nB KuUiM*! 01 Kucach4& Ufc beyand the Mom of UuU Rinr. va tbe 
other tfde nf Ih* itffky MiMtnulTW. «ev1 ffnn « tri't*. few Ic^ mimber, of ithich 
vc ahaJI hivr ORB*ion iv i^ciik in Ihv ki|ucI- Dr^ Mortr {Lac. cit, |af;v ^y 
C*lb tboD Conlown*. Stvoal etbci tKbn ol tndiaa oatJoaa — foi imtaocc. tbe 
|U|ddt (MriL pige >4)> ^v* n<*N bcra mrntianed ic me.— MAXlutLUK^ 
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feel, wlio brought se\-«nty Indians of Ihg^ nations to a con- 
ference at Fort Union- 

Ai his first meeting with IhcK dangerous people Ihey 
were going to till liini, and lie was saved by a certain chief, 
after many disputes. The^onvention -which Mr, Mc Kexme 
concluded with the Indians, after those negociations, will be 
found in the Appendix/' As soon as it was agreed to by 
both parties^ Mr. Kipp was sent with a keel-boat laden with 
goods to Maria River, and Fort Piekann, now in ruins, was 
founded. The sight of the numerous assemblage of different 
[343] Indian nations collected here on that occasion is said 
to have been highly interesting. As the situation of the fort 
was subsequently found to be unfavourBble, Major Mitchell, 
who succeeded Mr. Kipp, transferred the trading post to 
it5 present situation^ where an extensive prairie was better 
suited to the meeting of numerous Indians. When the Com- 
panr's people landed at this place in 1832, the present fort 
was erected in a few days. While the work was going ODf 
they lived in the keel-boat, and were actually blockaded by 
at least 4000 or 5000 men; and, on the whole, by an Indian 
population of 10,000 or iz.ooo persons, extremely dangerous, 
in whom no confidence could be placed, and whose perfidious, 
sanguinary, and predatory character was sufficiently known. 
In fact, some insignificant disputes nearly produced a breach 
of the peace, which would have inevitably led to the dc* 
fitruction of the crew of the boat, and was prevented only 
by the decision and resolute conduct of Mr. MitchelL The 
Indians had already cut the rope which held the keel-boat, 
the only hope of the Americans, to the bank, whose situation 
at this time was extremely critical, as the Blood Indians in 

** St* mat Toliunr njr, Foi diff«rrnt Afcounti of thSa vmbBuy and th<i lu^ 
Bc^iirm [mir. ice Junu T^titart, " Aflwnturf on thr L'i>per MIboutI/' In MontanM 
Hinon^zAl Society CfiHtHhuiwnj, i, pp, S0-S5: BrAdley, *' Afliiii il Karl BcntaQ 
(Cu1bert»>n'« Jounul)/' ibid., iH, |jp» )o;-303; Uhi Ijir^titkntr^t /thtmaJ, I, pp- 
109-11$,—- Ei>, 
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particular had always been the declared enemies of the 
Whites. As 90on as the traders got into the fort, which 
was quickly completed, their situatjOD was much changed. 
They were secure from the attacks of the Indians, and had 
sufficient p>n>visions, powder, and ball, for a considerable 
time. The Indians were no longer admittetl inciiscrimi- 
naiely; suitable precautions were adopted ; and the 
Piekanm^ who were the principal tribe inhabiting the sur- 
rounding country, and some families of whom arc found 
here at all seasons of the year, set up their tenis in tlie 
vicinity. 

The present fort is 120 paces from the north bank of the 
Missouri, which a little below makes a large bend. From 
this to the highest chain of the Rocky Mountains is about 
100 English mOes; but to the beginning of the mountains, 
not more than fifteen or twenty miles, and a good day's 
journey to the Falls of the Missouri 

The fort itself is built in the same manner as the other 
trading posts already described; it forms a quadrangle, the 
sides of which are forty-five or forty-seven paces in length, 
and is defended by two block-houses, with some pieces of 
cannon. It is much smaller than Fort Union, and worse 
and more slightly built. The dwel^gs are of one story, 
and lowj the rooms small, generally without floorings, with 
a chimney, a door, a small window with parchment instead 
of glass, and a very flat root covered with green sods, where 
the inhabitants post themselves, when, in case of being at- 
tacked, they have to fire over the high pickets. The flag- 
staff stands in the centre of the couit-yard. The gale is 
strong, double, and well protected; and, when the trade 
with the Indians is going on, the inner gate is closed: the 
entrance to the Indian store, between the two gates, is then 
free, a strong guard being stationed at the store. We 
had brought with us the glass windows* and otbet necessary 
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materials, for the proposed new fort Before our am\^, 
the inhabitants of the foH were twenty-seven white men, 
and several Indian women, married to thisra, to whom our 
arrival made en addition of fifty-three persons. All these 
people, excepting the [244] first tabic for six persons, lived 
enlirclj en meat^ ho that we may assume that two tpuffaloes 
daily were required for their consumption. When we con- 
sider the generally very good appetites of the Canadians, 
of whom it is proverbially sjii^l that two of them will nearly 
devour a whole side of a buOalo, it is evident how necessary 
it is to have good burners, and also to purchase bige quin- 
titles of meat from Ihe Indians. They generally receive 
twenty halls and the necessary puwder for all the flesh of a 
buffalo cow, or even less when these animals are numerous; 
but as many as forty charges for a gun are paid them 
when Ihe ImlTaloes arc at a distance. 

A level prairie surrounds this fort; and^ about 800 paces 
beyond it, the chain of hills, about 80 to lOO feet high, runs 
in the direction from south to north, and about 2000 paces 
above the fort reaches the Missouri, and then runs along 
its bank. The banks of the river, and the low islands on 
it, are here and there bordered with wood and bushes, and 
some islands are entirely covered with them. On ascending 
to the lop of the chain of hills, you look over a level dry 
prairie, in which, at a smaJl distance, are the pretty deep 
beds of ttt-o rivers, Mana River, and Teton River, called, 
by Lewis and Clarke, Tansy River.'* The latter, which is 
a small river, flows through a beautifully verdant vaJIey, 
the bottom of which is covered with tall, shady poplar?; 
there is good pasture of high grasses, and other plants. It 
falls into the Maria not far above its mouth, after having 
flowed for £ome distance almost parallel to the Missouri, 

**t muM hew (ibsf rvc ihal Lewk and ClAjke'& large i|«dBl aup ift vnj 
owred fOTthf counuy nboul F^wi Mc Kenue— Mwqcuam. 
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to which it approaches so nearly, at between three and four 
miles from the fort, that the piece of land which separates 
the two rivers, Is not more than 500 or 600 paces broad-" 

Below the fort, in the first bend of the river, is an island, 
called Horse Island, where the horses belonging to the fort 
arc sent to graze in the winter. They never have any other 
food than grass in summer; and in the winter, the bark 
of poplar trees, which they gnaw o£F. They never enter 
a stable, 1 he south bank of the Missouri consists of high 
clay walls, in which there are doubtless strata of sandstone, 
because numbers of beautiful impressions of shells are found 
immediately at the edge of the bank- These high walls 
must be very dangerous to the iort, in case of an attack 
by (he Indians, because an effective fire may be made 
from them into the internal quadrangle of the fort. This 
dangerous portion was one of (he causes which led to 
the resolution of founding a new settlement further up 
the river." 

The Missouri itself does not abound in fish in the neigh- 
bourhood of Fort Mc Kenzie, yet soft shell turtles are some- 
times caught, as well as cat-fish, of the two species aheady 
mentioned, one of which we obtained during our stay, and 
which, as proof of the voracity of these animals, had in its 
stomach a stone polished by the action of the water, five 
Inches long and four and a halt broadn A sturgeon, of a 
species which, we were told, is not found in the Mississippi, 

" TrCon River — iu>t luuned ivt tht Siaui Uibc oF Ihm designation, but in*rti 
ibc FiTiKb vuni vftnJFytng " lncdsi.'* u ciaUrd ItDin thirc ndshboiiiiE mouaLAiD 
pv&lci-^ viusilnignaud by Lfwii and ClBrk fini Rc4f (h»n T&niy Kitft. li ii tht 
Uffdl bJAueiiloI M&ria'%r^vn$ in lh« nuJa rnogQcrf the RoduM in iv^ bmnchcft, 
(luwiciK ctuc cuL uniU vco iiear ihc Miui>an; then luroJuit aUupily nurlhcuU 
and diffhAfsfng inii> MuiM'i- The turrom whfrr the TtXon iipprcnrbH » nor 
ibc Misenuri miu known to the yoytkipnit% u " Cncoo du Nei-"— - Ko. 

"This BTW fan w>» not buili tinril *1i<t Ihr nbandonrntm r»| Fort McKrniie 
(b« Mte T*.*ot*$*, p »7l( "htn CulbwuoB founded Fort Lc^b, vUcfa vtsiniuni 
SKID dciCfKMi (or Fon Benton.—' £p> 
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was taught here, and univcrwUy considered as an extraor- 
dinar>' rarity, 

[245] The prairie oE which I have already spoken was now 
atiiraated, in the vidmty of the fort, by the ramp of the 
Krkitnn*, which was set up in four divisions £U about 400 
paces from the pickets. The grass was trodden down ot 
fed ofif by the people and numerous horses, and on 
every side were horsemen, groups of pedestrians and dogs, 
besides the horses belonging lo the fort, which were brought 
out in the morning, under the care of four well armed horse- 
roen» and conducted back in the evening at sunset. As wc 
shall have fretjuent occasion in the sequel lo come in con- 
tact with the Indians of this part of the country, this may 
be the best place to speak of the Blackfeet, who arc the 
original population of the prairies. 

The BUckfeet form a numerous nation, which is divided 
into three tribes, speaking one and the same language. These 
tribes are — 

I. The Siksckai or Seksekai, the Blackfeet properly so 
odled- 

3. l^he Kahna or Kaenna, the Blood Indians." 

3. The Piekanns. 

All together they can bring into the Deld 5000 or 6000 
warriors, and^ doubtless, amount to 18,000 or 20,000 souls, 

'Tbtf Siliseleal ^snifipin i*^ tTvir langua^, Rlarkfcxit, unJ all th? otta^r natifM 
\vrt Uaiutalcd the name LnLo their lanEiiaKU^— MA^oauAV, 

*■ The name ol IOi»J 1ndJ3DB U taid to havr th« fc>l]onia|( origin. Before 
Itic Biitiif«t divided inio s<par*ic baiidk ther wer? encamped In the ficighWur- 
hciofE 'if livr cir ilx Ltnls wi Ebc KuIuDivii iir the Sftrue*, I bclScvc of iTic lonnrr- 
The Sikaritu and the llkhna dcairvd to ktU the £uLodu; )tn<t (hough ibe V\^- 
k«jin» dccWvd aaoirut it,a poil of ibosc IndianB attacked the fcwhutidaringtbc 
Alghl. klllrd jl3L the Inniatci, Eotik the ica^piij iialned thrir faces and hands with the 
blottl, and thea nturncd. Ditpuic^ efuued In cc^nsequeace of ihit rrud Action; 
Ak ]ni£ft» wptntcd from r>uhoUi«i and the niurdcrcrt received Ihf nutne whkb 
itiTf have «v«r tfnn irtnln^^d Tley have alway? mxRireslrd n Tnore unfEulnuy 
tnd predatory fhomclcr than the olSen, of whom the PJrk«nii> h^vv al«>ayi been 
lemikcj aa the moat modciBtG juid humoAC of thdf nation.— MaximILUn, 
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which number is asf^med by Dr. Morsr., though he thinks 
it below ihc tnilh. Warden estimates the number of the 
Blackfcet at only 5000 souIa, of whom the half, he says, are 
warriors; this is unquestionably far too low an estimate. 
Wc ^all have the number of iS,ooo or 20yOcx> souls, if 
we reckon only three women, children^ and old men, for 
one warrior, and this is certainly a very low estimate. 
The Blackfcct move about in the praincs near the Rocky 
Mountains, and partly livr among those mountains, but cs- 
pedally they dwell between the three forks of the Missouri, 
of which Jefferson River 13 the most northerly; the Madison 
River, the western or central; and the Gallatin the most 
southerly or easterly. They live, however, especially the 
PiekannSi as far down as Maria River, in the prairies of 
which they move about, and where all the three tribes some- 
times meet to trade with the American Fur Company. They 
likewise trade with the Hudson's Bay Company, and with 
the Spaniards of Santa Fe, as appears from the Spanish 
blankets, crosses, &c., which they wear. There is, probably, 
no reason to doubt that t!iey take most of these things m war^ 
for the rifles, compasses, &c., which we found in their pos- 
session, were marked with the names of the owners- They 
are always dangerous [246] to white men who arc hunting 
smgly in the mountains, especially to the beaver hunters^ 
and kill them whenever they fall into their hands; hence 
the armed troops of the traders keep up a continual war with 
them. It was said that in the year 1833 they shot fifty- 
eight Whites, and a couple of years before that time, above 
eighty. In the neighbourhood of the forts they keep the 
peace, and the Piekanns, in particular, behave well and ami- 
cably to Ihe %Tiites» whereas the Blood Indians and the 
Slksekai can never be tnisted. They are all great adepts 
in hor^c stealing, even in the vidtiity of the trading posts. 
AU these Indians are comprehended, by the Wliites, under 
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the grneral name of Blackfect* which they themselves do 
not, howefer, extend so far, but know each of the three tribes 
only by its own proper name. As they speak only one Ian- 
ke«p together, and differ but little in their external 
^appearajice, they are justly considered a*i one and the same 
nation, and I shall always speak of thetn as such by this 
general name. 

Wc do not, at present, possess any accurate and dctaQcd 
account of these ix^>[)1l-, for the American Fur Comjjanjj 
who trade with Ihcm, and therefore have had the best 
<^portunity of becoming acquainted with them, seldom 
take any interest in scientific researches. How tittle 
has hitherto been known of these people is proved by 
the fact that Brackenridge declares them to be Sioux^ 
thoii^ a comparison of some words of their language 
immediately proves the contrary," In their eiterior, the 
Blackfeet do not much diSer from the other Indians 
of the Upper Missouri. They arc robust, generally well 
made men, and some of the women and girls arc very pretty. 
The men arc partly liroad shouldered and muscular, partly 
of middle stature, and thickset. One of the Blood Indians 
measured six feet eleven inches English measure. Several 
Pickanns were nearly six feet, French measure. The Big 
Soldier was five feet ten inches two lines^ French measure. 
Their arms and legs are more slender than thoseof the Whiles, 
but this is by no means a general rxiJc, Their hands and 
feet are, for the most part^ small, of a blackish-brown colour, 
with proicinent veins, exactly like the Botocudos and other 
Brazilians, w-ith whom, as I have already observed, evident 
tracts of this aflinity appear in all the North American In* 
dbfbi. Their features arc in the main the same as those of 
the other Indians which have been before described- The 



*|ErtetTing prob«b1y to Ihc Blifktml band <A Sioux, 
p, 3»a, note *%-i. — Ed^ 
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no»e is often aligJiUy curved or bent downwards, frequently 
long and thin, almost like those of the Jews ^^d the nostrils 
not extended, which is more frequently, though not always 
seen in the Bradlians. Their eyes are mostly hazel, yet I 
saw one i'iekann with a light bluiah-grcy circle round the iris. 
Their hair is jet black, and generally stiff, yet often not so 
shining a black as that of the Brazilians; their beard is not 
thin, but is carefully plucked out, for which purpose they 
have a twisted wire, or a piece of tin bent together like a 
pair of twwrzers. Old people oftm have grey hair, but some 
younf; men arc seen whose hair is dyed of a dark brown, 
A whole family of I^kanns, near Fort Mc Kenzie, had such 
hair mixed with a gocxl deal of grey. I never saw any with 
bald heads. The colour of the skin of these Indians is mostly 
a fine bright reddish-brown, often really copper colour, and 
generally darker than in the Brazilians. [24,7] Even little 
childrf n have the dark brown colour, but newly bom irfants 
are rather paler- Children, as in Brazil, have, in general, 
prominent bellies and thin limbs, and often the navel la^e 
and *nvollcn. 

The Blackfeet do not disfigure their bodies; none of the 
nations of the Missouri bore the nose and lips, except a tribe 
in the Rocky Mountains, who arc known by the name of 
Pierced Nosed Indians, because they bore a hole through 
the gristle of the nose. It is only in the ear that the Black- 
feet pierce one or two small holes, in which they wear various 
ornaments, such as strings of glass beads, alternating with 
white cylinders, which they get from the Dentalium, which 
they barter from the nations on the west side of the Rocky 
Mountains, especially the Kutanas/* Many Blackfeet do 
not wear an>'thing in their ears, which axe generally concealed 
by their long thick hair I have never seen any tattooing 

l" Fen- ihc Net Pcrc^ we Fiaochfrrr't SQ;rTAtMy ia our volume vi, p. 340^ 
nott 145; for tbe EdWoaE, out volume vU, p, ait* note 7j,-^£l>. 
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among Ihem- On tht olhcr hand, many hati, upon their 
anns, parallel transverse indsJcms^ which were dcatn^» 
and mosl of ihcm wanted one or two joints of a finger, of 
which I shall have occasion lo speak by-and-by. They 
puint their facc^ red with vermilion; this colour^ which ihcy 
procure by barter from the traders, is rubbed in with fat, 
which gives them a shining appcamncc. Others colour 
only the edge of their eyelids, and some stripes in the laee, 
with red; others use a certain yellow clay for the face, and 
red round the eyes; others, again, paint the face red, and the 
forehead, a stripe down the nose, and the chin, blue, with 
the shining earth from the mountains which I have before 
mendonedj and which, being analyzed by Pixjfessor Cor- 
dier/' at Paris, he found lo be mixed with an earthy peroxide 
of iron, probably mixed with some riay. Others colour the 
whole face black, and only the eyelids and some stripes red. 
The women and children paint the face only of a uniform 
red. The vermilion costs the Indians very dear, for the 
Company supply it from (heir stores at ten dollars a pound. 
The Blackfeet do not paint the body — at least, I have never 
seen it, and it is generally covered. Their hair hangs down 
atr^ght and stiff, often in disnrdei over the eyes and round 
the head. Young people, however, who pay more attention 
to neatness, part it regularly over the forehead, and comb 
it snfiooth. A small sea-shell is often fastened to a tuft of 
hair on each adc, close to the temples; others were on one 
side, and often on both sides of the forehead, and a lock of 
hair with brass and iron wire twisted round it; lastly, a few 
adopted the ornament usual among the Manitaries and Man- 
dans, which fornvj a long string on each side of the forehead, 
and will be particularly described when we are treating of 

" PicETT l^uifi AnUMU Cordkr, « FictKh Kt^kqpfl of mpuec- In iBi^ be 
vas f-alkil lo iht pff i ff M nr t hlp of that idfTicf \r\ Ihr muBmin of daeut&I hblory 
U Pui*- UAder Louii Philippe, h^ietKr Cord^rr *tu a councillor and ^etr of 
Fnacc. — Ed. 
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the latter. Such a one was worn by the son of the old Kutona. 
Makuie-Poka, and by a few other Blactfcet, who had had 
izitercour^ wUh the Manitarios. Some distinguished Black- 
feet warriors had a tuft of the feathers of owls, or birds of 
prey, hanging at the back of the head; sometimes ermine 
*Jtin, with liltle stripes of red cloth, adorned with bright 
buttons; or, on the top of the head, broad black feathers, 
cut short, like a brush, as represented in the portrait of the 
Asmnibom, Noapch-" Some braid the hair in a long thick 
queue behind, and muny, especially the (248] medicine men, 
or jugfilcrs, wear it, like the Mandans and Manitaries, 
divided into several thick queues all round* and generally 
bind them all together with a leather straps in a thick knot 
over the forehead. Many bind a narrow strip of skin, or a 
leather strap, round the head, and stick one or two feathers 
in it; scvcTal fostcn large bears' claws in their hair; most 
of them, when in full dress, wear the large necklace of these 
daws, which is a costly and hand^me ornament; or else 
one made of certain roots, which smell like Fanum Crtscumt 
which (hey obtain from the Kulanas.'* Very often Ihcy 
adorn themselves with a braided necklace, composed of a 
sweet'Smelling grass, probably anih&xantkum, with others 
of glass beads, which they buy of the Company for three or 
four dollars a pound, and which the women in particular 
highly value. Some Piekanns hang round their necks a 
green stone,'" often of various shapes, or the teeth of buffa- 
loes, stags, elks, horses, &c., or large round flat pieces cjt 
out of shells. On thdr fingers they wear rings, mostly of 

** $/ct Plate 4St jc the Accwfipitoj^ng iibs, our volume xxv.— Ed, 
*'Tb«e roola, vhifh irp cut into eboTt ^llndm, nsd ftruo^ togetb^, ue 
bou^l 41 tugh prico rmni tAhat oatJcu; for cEunple, the Cnta and the Ojlbbe- 
wty%. They are tlkevoH used lu sd ingrcdieaL En the bul for beaten. — Maxi- 

*^ Thu eraea itooe la 1 comptci talc or ncitlie, which is found io the Rockj 
UounbuD*. — MAvnoLUjr- 
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brass, which they purchase, by dozens, of the Company — 
often six or eight on each finger, ofUn only one or two on 
the whole hand. They generally k-t their finger nails grow 
long, always, at least, the thumb nai), which is often crooked 
like a daw. 

The dress of the Bkckfeet is made of tanned leather, 
and ihe handsomest leather shirts are made of tlic skin of 
the bighorn, which, when new, is of a yellowish-white colour, 
and looks very well. A narrow strip of the skin with the 
hair is generally left at the edge of such a skin. These shirts 
h*ive half sleeves, and the seams arc trimmed wilh lufl-*t of 
human hair, or of horse-hair dyed of various colours^ hang- 
ing down, and with porcupine quills sewn round their 
roots. Thr,se shirts generally have at the neck a flap hanging 
down both before and behind, which we saw usually lined 
with red cloth, ornamented with fringe, or with stripes of 
yellow and coloured porcupine quills, or of sky-blue glass 
beads. Some have all these fringes composed of slips of white 
ermine; this is a very costly omameDt^ these little animab 
having become scarce. Many of the distinguished chiefs 
and warriors wore such dresses, which arc really handsome, 
ornamented with many strings hanging down, in the fashion 
of an Hungarian tobacco pouch. When these leather shirts 
begin to be dirty, they are often painted of a reddish brown 
colour; but they arc much handsomer when they arc new. 
Some of these Indians wear on the breast and back round 
rosettes like the Assiniboins, but this is only a foreign fashion, 
and the genuine Elackfoot costume has no such ornament. 
Their l^ggins are made like those of the other Missouri In- 
dians, and ornamented, in the same manner, with tufts of 
hair or stripes of porcupine qu31s; the shoes, of buffalo or 
elk leather, are aiso adorned with porcupine quills, each 
having a ground of a different colour for iU ornaments; thus, 
if one is white, the other is yellow — a fashion which does 
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not exist lower down the Missouri, where \xA\i shoes anr of the 
same colour. The chief article of their drcsa, fj4g] the larjte 
buffalo robe, is. for the nu>st part, paiDtcd on the tanned side, 
but less skilfully than among the other nations. In general, 
therr art black parallrl lines mixed wilh a few figuns, often 
with fl-rrow heads, or other bod arabesques; others, again, 
arc painted with representations of their warUke exploits, 
in Uack, red^ green, and yellow. The figures represent the 
taking ol prisoner^ dead or wounded enemies^ captured arms 
and horses, blood, balls flying about in the air, and such 
subjects. Such robes arc embroidered with transverse bands 
of [xjrcupioe quills of the most brilliaDt colours, divided into 
two equal parts by a round rosette of the same. The ground 
of the skin is often reddish-brown, and the figures on it 
black. All the Mi^^ouri Indians wear these robes, and it 
is well known that those of the Manitaries and the Crows 
are the most beauiifuliy worked and painted. In the de- 
acriplion of Major Long's first expedition, there is a rcppc- 
sentalion of such a skin,*^ but it is the only one of this kind 
which has come to my knowledge, and I have, therefore, had 
a drawing made of such a one." The Company gives the 
value of six to ten dollars for such a skin. During the sum- 
mer, the fur is worn outside, and in winter inside. The 
right arm and shoulder are generally bare. It might be 
tbouf^t that this dress was too hot in summer, and too cold 
in wintrr. but *rustom reconciles us to everything, and they 
dress pretty nearly in the same manner in the opposite sea- 
sons. 

The Blackfcct, like the other tribes, carry in their hands 
the wing of an eftglc or a awan, the I&il of an owl or bdrd of 
prey, as a fan, the handle of which is covered with leather, 
or coloured cloth- The Company now sends to its trading 

" TUs b T«preKEAc4 in our volume d^i fK fot- — £d. 

*S>e Pbtt 54, figure i, Iq ike ftccompuiyinj Uk^ our volume ttr. — Ea. 
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posts the tails of wild turkeys, which art much in request. 
In general, every Blackfoot carries a whip, as well as his 
weapons* in his hand; a gun and his bow and arrows on his 
^houldcr^ the latter in a quiver or bag made of skin or leather, 
to which a bow case of the same is fastened. On his shoulder 
he likewise has his pouch, containing his powder-horn* and 
a large knife, in & sheath, is stuck behind in his leathern 
girdle. In the summer, and even frequently in the winter, 
these Indians wear their buffalo robe without any under- 
clothing. The dress of the women is the same as among 
the other Missouri Indians: it is a long leather shirt, com- 
ing down to their feet, bound round the waist with a girdle, 
and is often ornamented with many rowsofelks' teeth, bright 
buttons, and glass beads. The dress wraps over the breast, 
and has short, wide sleeves, ornamented with a good deal 
of fringe, which often hang down nearly ui the same man* 
ner as in the national Polish dress, but not below the elbows. 
The lower arm is bare. The hem of the dress is likewise 
trimmed with fringes and scolloped. The women orna- 
ment their best dresses, both on the hem and sleeves, with 
dyed porcupine quilts and thin leather strips, with broad 
diversified stripes of sky-blue and white glass beads. The 
Indians do not like beads of other colours, for instance, red, 
ne]^ the skin; and their taste in the contrast of colours is 
very correct, for in their Uack hair they generally wear red, 
and on their bniwn skins, sky-blue, white, or yellow. The 
women are very skilful in making their clothes and tanning 
the leather; the men only make their arms and smoking 
apparatus. The women, [iSo] who, on the whole, have not 
an uncomfortable lot, are obliged, as among the other tribes, 
to perform the heavy work. They are likewise very skilful 
k the art of dyeing; and, to produce the beautiful yellow 
colour, they employ a Icmon-colourcd moss from the Rocky 
Mount^ns, which grows in the fir trees, my specimens of 
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which arc unfortunately lost. A certain root furnishes 
a beautiful red dye, and they extmct many other bright 
colcmrs from the goods procured from the Whites. With 
them Ihcy dye the porcupine quills and the quills of 
ihe feathers, wilh which they embroiHer verj' neatly. The 
^rls are dressed in the same manner as the women, atld 
their dresses are generally ornamented with elks' teeth, for 
which the Indians pay a high price. 

The leather tents of Ihc Blackfect, their internal arrange- 
ment, and the manner of loadinf{ their dops and horees, aRrcc, 
in every respect, with those of the Sioux and Assiniboins, 
and all the wandering tribes of hunters of the Upper Mts- 
Bouri> The tenls^ made of tanned buffalo skin, last only 
for one year; they are, at firsti neat and white^ afterwards 
brownish, and at the (op, where the smoke issues, black, 
and, at last, transparent, like parchment, and very light in- 
side- Painted tents, adorned with figures, are very i^eldom 
seen, and only a few chiefs possess them. When these tents 
arc taken down, they leave a circle of sods, exactly as in 
the dwellings of the Esquimaux. They arc nftcn surrounded 
by fifteen or twenty do^s, which 5cr\T, noi for food, but only 
for drawing and carxyinfi their bag^^*. Some Blackfccl, 
who have vi^tcd the Sioux, have imitated them in eating 
dogii] hut this is rare. Near the lent they keep their dog 
slcdRcs, with which they form conical piles resemUinR the 
tents themselves, but differing from them in not being cov- 
ered with leather. On these they hang their shields, trav* 
elling bags, saddles and bridles; and at some height, out 
of the reach of the hungry d(^s, they hang the meat* which 
is cut into long strips, tlicir skins, &c. The medicine bag 
or bundle, the conjuring apparatus, is often hung and fas- 
tened to a separate pole, or over the door of the tent. Their 
hou^hold goodn consist of buSfalo robes and blankets, many 
kinds of painted parchment bags* some of them in a acmicir- 
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cular form» with leather stringfi and fringes; " wooden dishes, 
large [251] spoons made of the hom of the mountain sheq), 
wliirh are v<^ry wide and dwp;** siirular drinking virsseU 
made of hoiHi kettles, and sometimes tin utensils, which 
they obtain from the merchants, clothes, &c. In the centre 
of the tent there is & small finr in a circle composed of stones, 
over which (he kettle for cooking is suapecded- Among 
their household goods we may reckon the harness of their 
hordes. The horse has, generally^ oniy a long rope, mode 
of buffalo hair, fastened to the lower jaw, with which it tft 
tied in the meadow. The saddle consists of two broad flat 
boards, inclining towards each other at an angle, which lie 
along the sides of the horse *s back; it has before and be- 
hind an upright piece, which frequently has a leather fringe 
hanging to it. It is covered with a skin, and has another 
under it, and these skins serve the rider, at night, for a bcd» 
The Blackfeet arc fond of a handsome housing, made of a 
large p:^nther*s skin, which they generally obtain from the 
Rocky Mountains- As these animals have now become 
more scarce, a high price is often given for the skin; some- 
times a good horse, and cvrn several, and seldom less than 
sixty dollars in value. The panther *s skin is so laid across 
the horse that the long tail hangs down on one side, and 
has scarlet cloth laid under it, which forms all round a broad 
border, as we!l to the fore legs a,s at the head and tail** 

One of the most necessary articles to the men is the tobacci>- 
pipe; those made by themselves are not so handsome as those 
of the Sioux, which they highly prize, and readily oblain by 
barter. The true Blackfoot pipes are made of the talc, of 
which I have ahready spoken, or of a blackish stone, which 

*Seep- 105 br tlliutntloQ of BlacUbot parchment bsfi.^Eiip 
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is found in the Rocky MountaiDs. Their shape is shown 
in the annexed woodcuts;" [252] it is often in the form of a 
ball, or a pear, anJ rests ujKjn a cuhdcal fool. The lube is 
made of wood, broad, flat, or round, and sometimes carved 
in imitation of a serpent. The handsomest are the large 
medicine pipes, the (alumeis of the Frenrh,*' They are 
adorned wilh the red heads of the woodpecker, bills, and a 
large fan made of feathers, and are used in all the solemn 
treaties and festivals of the North American Cribes> more 
or lexs omamentetl, but, on the whole, always in the same 
manner. When the Blackfeet smoke, they put a piece of 
dried earth, or a round mass made of the filaments and pods 
of certain water plants, on the ground, to rest the pipe on. 
Their tobacco consists of the small, roundish^ dried leaves 
of the sakakomi plant (Arbutus uva urst). When you visit 
an Indian in his tent, the pipe is inunediately taken up, and 
pa^es round in ihe company, each person handing it to his 
left-hand neighbour. The master of the tent often blows 
the smoke towards the sun and the earth; every one takes 
some puffs and hands it on ; the last man sends the pipe back 
again, but gives it to the person sittirg opposite lo him^ in 
another row, and it circulates as before. The Blackfeet, 
like most of the tribes of the Upper Missouri, sow the seeds 
of the Nicoiicnc qucdrivalvis, having first bumt the place 
where they intend it to grow: it is only on solemn occasions 
thai ihey smoke this tobacco. 

The food and clothing of these people arc chiefly derived 
from the herds of buffaloes, which they pursue, and for which 
they make, in the winter season, large parks, into which 
they are driven. The antelopes and the mountain sheep, 
especially the latter^ furnish them with leather for Ihcir liner 
artidcs of dress; but the skins of the buffalo cow are in- 
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dispensable for their large robes, tents, and for barter mih 
the Whites* They feed on almost every kind of animal 
except ibe grizzly bear; the black bear is not f(>ijml in their 
prairies, and they have an averdon to amphibious animals. 
The Blood Indians hunt wolves for the sake of their skins, 
which they sell. All these Indians are very expert in the 
use of the bow, and (his weapon is dangerous in their hands; 
with the gun, on the contraryt they are said to be indifferent 
marksmen, their pieces being by no means good. From 
the vegetable kingdom they obtain many roots; the pomme 
blanche, or white lumip, is very common in their prairii^, 
The women and children dig ihem up with a particular kind 
of wooden instrument, and bring them in strings to the 
Whites for sale. 

Another root is bitter; it is boiled In broth, and ts then 
very tiutritiousp It is said that when you are accustomed 
to the taste, it is not disagrccaUe. Another turnip-like root, 
called, by the Canadians, rachu h kibt^c, is buried in the 
earth with hot stones, and is said to become black, like to- 
bacco, as soon as it is fit to cat; it has a sweetish taste, like 
parsnips. The other wild fruits of llie prairies are gathered 
by ihe women and children. Little chfldren are obliged 
very early, even as soon as they have cut their teeth, to chew 
meal, or more properly speaking, to suck it; while older 
children arc seen at the mother's breast. The Black/ect 
arc very fond of their [253] children, and, at their birth, giv^ 
them names after animals, and other things, remarkable 
events, and all kinds of occuircnces. 

Brandy is the greatest luxury of these tndians, as of all 
the other North Americans, for which ihcy will willingly 
port with everything they possess, and have about them. 
They will even offer their wives and children for sale in ondcr 
to obtain it. It is said that, when intoxicated, they are often 
le5& dangerous than other people. Many of the men have 
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often six or eight wives, whom they are very ready to pve 
up to the WTiilcs: even very young little girls arc offered- 
On Ihc other hand^ they generally punUh infidelity in their 
prives very severely, cutting off their noses in such cases- 
and wc saw, about Fcrt Mc Kenzief a great many of these 
poor creatures horribly disfigured. When ten or twelve 
tents were together, we were sure to sec six or seven women 
mutilatt^ in this manner. 

The husband olfio cuts o9 the hair by way of punishment, 
and they then avoid showing their heads, which they seek 
to cover- Durinf; our ^y, the Whiles had punished their 
Indian wives in the same way. The woman whose nose 
is cut o3^ is immcdiatrfy repudiated by her husband; no- 
body will take her as his wife; and such women generally 
work for wages, or for their subsistence, in other tents; attend 
on the children, tan hides, or perform other household work- 
There have been frequent instances of a husband imme- 
diately killing his wife, when she has had intercourse with 
Others; often he awngcs himself on the paramour, takes 
away his horse or other valuable property, to which he must 
submit quietly. 

There is no particular marriage ceremony among the Black- 
feet; the man pays for the wife^ and takes her to him; the 
purchase- price is announced to the father of the girl by a 
friend or some other man. I£ he accepts it, the girl is given 
up, and the marriage is concluded. If the wife behaves ill, 
or it her husband is tired of her, he .s«nds her home without 
any ceremony, which docs not give occasion to any dispute. 
She takes her property and retires; the children remain the 
property of the husband. These Indians often have many 
children, who generally run and play about quite naked* 
and swim in the river like ducks. The boys go naked till 
they are thirteen or fourteen years old, hut the girls have a 
leather dress at an early age. In their domestic Ufe^ the 
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Blackfeet, like al! the North Americana, arc quiet and 
peaceable; they arc said, however^ to be more pa^onate 
thaji other nations. Ducts sometunes take place, and 
vengeance is executed in most cases. If an Indian 15 
lulled, his relations avenge themselves, if possible, on tlie 
murderer: but, if ihey have no opportunity to do ihis^ 
they take revenge on the first member o( his family that 
they meet with; often^ however, their vengeance U bought 
off with some articles o( value. 

In their camp and tents, the^ Indiana, even the dangerous 
Blood Indians, are hospitable. White men. who visited 
them in the cold month of October, were immediately Icxiged 
ID the tent [254] of a chief, while the owner, with his whole 
femily, slept in the open air: nobody dared to molest the 
guests. 'Ilic horses were well taken care of, and there was 
no need lo look after ihem, for, under these circumstances, 
they were perfectly safe, as well as all the effects of the 
BtranKers, which, in other cases, would certainly have been 
stolen. It is not difficult for the Indians to feed a few 
Whites; om the other hand, it is impossible for the latter to 
do the same for their Indian visitors, and yet they expect it. 
These Indian visits are so numerous, and of such long continu- 
ance, that it is absolutely impo^ible to procure the necessary 
victuals for them. This is, doubdess^ a chief cause of the 
animosity of the Indians to the Whites; and, though the 
disproportion in the numbers on both sides is shown them 
ever so clearly, they never understand it. Mr. Mitchell 
once received a severe lesson on this subject among the Sioujc 
on the Mississippi. He was invited to a tent, and, though 
he was very hungry, did not get a morsel to eat. On the 
following morning, the Siouk came to him and said that, 
" though he had made him suffer hunj^cr, he had not done 
so from any ill-will; but that the same thing had lately hap- 
pened to him in the house of Mr. Mitchell, and, therefore, 
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he meant only to give him a hint, not to be wanting in this 
respect for the future," The Blackfeet are inveterate beg- 
gars, that is, they are frequently troublesome by their con- 
stant imporlimilies, but they are inferior in this respect to 
the Gros Ventres des Prairies. Horse stealing is an eminent 
art among thcm» and a dexterous horse stealer is a person 
of distinction. They have invented many games for their 
amusement. At one of them they ail in a circle, and sev- 
eral little heaps of beads» or other things, are piled up, for 
which they play. One takes some pebbles in his hand, 
moving It backwards and forwards in measured time, and 
singing; while another endeavours to guess the number of 
pebbles. In this manner considerable sums arc lost and won. 
The Blackfeet have various dances; for instance, — i. The 
mosquito dance. 2. Tht dog dance. 3. The dance of the 
buffaJo, with thin horns. 4. The dance of the prairie dogs« 
5. The dance of those who cany the raven. 6. The soldiers' 
dance. 7. The old bulb' dance. 8. The dance of the im- 
prudent. 9. The medicine dance. 10. The scalp dance. 
The first seven are all danced in the same manner, the only 
difference is in the ^ngtng. This is usually sometimes loud, 
sometimes soft, now high, now low, alwa^ys consisting of 
short, frequently repeated tones, and extremely monotonous, 
often intemiptMi by loud exclamations of " re, ri," or " hey, 
hey, hey/^ repeated three times, nearly the same among all 
thcr Missouri tribes, and interrupted by the war cry. The 
medicine dance of the women does not occur every year. 
It is a medicine feast for the latter, at which, however, some 
men likewise appear* A large wooden hut is erected, the 
women dress themselves as handsomely as they can, and all 
wear a large feather cap. Some of the women take no 
part in the dance, and these, with the men, are spectators. 
Men beat the drum, and shake the schischiku^, the last day 
of the feast; when the dance 15 finished, the buffalo [355] 
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caiTied by zn old mnu, ^tbo cbeo rexoaiDS aside md 
dances aknc, «ad drums aad ■ctortrfkat, pfeyed bjr am, 
a cc o mp a uy te dtacc Thoc h Anme ft ducc of Ac 
bmte, or rarion, vfao {om a cvde, viddo vfaich wa:i] 
^f^ftf^j ffffwt^riffig all tbe mownatt of a bttde, and fit^f 
tbcii gtinSf 00 which occ&sioo tbdr f&ccs ut pamicd s&as 
to gnrc tbcmaficicc cipra»op> 

Tbc baads, miianK, or «0ocxfttian», menticsoftl when «« 
wen qMakiDg of Ifar Aninn)oins. AJT fovod ajnocg tbe Bla^ 
feet, as wrQ as aD tbr other Amenon ttibcs. The; have 
aoTUinDUDT, fixed ndaaad hwt^ as wdl as tfacw pemlkr 
scAgs and da&ces, lad lerve ia pan lo pt mrw order id tbe 
cai&p, on tbe march, in lbefaaDtinKpartiea,&c. Seven such 
bands, or oniofM, among tbe Blackfcetf were mcntioocd to 
me, sod to which the fint wm dancra abcm-mratiooed be- 
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long. They are the following: — i- Th« band of the mosqui' 
toe^. Thi& uDion has no police business to dOt but con^sts 
of young people, many of whom are only eight or ten years 
of age; there are also some young men among them, and 
sometimes even a couple of old men, in order to see to the 
obscn'ance of the laws and regulations. This union per- 
forms wild, youthful pranks; they run about the camp when- 
ever they please; pinch, nip, and scratch men, women, and 
childienr m order to give annoyance like the mosquitoes. 
They do not even spate old, distinguished men. If any man 
offends one of them, be has to do with all of them, for they 
hold closely together The young people begin with this 
union, and (hen gradually rise higher, through the others. 
As the t)ad^ of their band, they wear an eagle's claw, 
fastened round the wrist with a leather strap. They have 
also a particular mode of painting themselves, like every 
other bandf and their peculiar songs and dance, 2. The 
dogs. Its badge is not knovm to me: it consists of young 
married men, and [256] the number is not limited. 3. The 
prairie dogs- This is a police union, which receives mar- 
ried men: its badge is a long hooked stick, wound round 
with otter skin, with knots of white skin at inttrvaJs, and a 
couple of eagle's feathers hanging from each of them." 4, 
Those who carry the raven. Its badge is a long staff, 
covered with red doth, to which black ravens' feathers, in 
a long thick row, are fastened from one end to the other,'" 
They contribute to the preservation of order, and the police, 
5- The bu5alo, with thin horns, AVhen they dance, they 
wear homs on their caps. In camp, the tents of the unions 
arc in the middle of the circle, which has a free space in the 
centre. If disorders take place, they most help the soldiers, 
who mark out the camp^ and then take the first [Jace. 
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6- Tht soldiers. They arc the most distinguished warriors, 
who exercise the police, cspeci&lly in the camp and on the 
march; io public dfllb<^raliotis they have the casting vole, 
whether, (or instance, th*ry shall hunt, chanKc their abode, 
nuke WOT, or conclude peace, &c. They carry, as their 
badge, a wucxten club, (he brriidlh of a hand, with hoofs of 
the buffalo cow hanging to the handle. They are some- 
times forty or fifty men in number. Their wive-s, when they 
dance the medicine dance, are patntcd in the same manner 
as the men. 7. The buffalo hulls. They form (he finil, 
that is, the nwst distJnguL^hecl of all the unions, and are the 
highest in rank. They carry in their hand a medicine bodge, 
hung with buffalo hoofs, which ihey rattle when llicy dance, to 
their peculiar song. They art lof» oltl to attend lo ihe police, 
having passed through all the unions, and are considered 
as having retired from of&cc. In a certain dej^rec they have 
descended from the union of active and distinguished sol- 
diers. In thrir medicine dance they wear on their head a 
cap, made of the long forelock and mane of the buffalo bull, 
which hangs down to a considerable length. New mem- 
bers arc cho^n into hII these unions, who iviv obliged to 
pay entrance; medicine men, and the most distinguished 
men, have to pav more than other people. If a womaii, 
whose husband is in one of the unions, has had any inter- 
course with anolher, the union meets in one of the tents, 
where they smoke, and, in the evening, when all around are 
buried in sleep, they penetrate into the woman's tent> drag 
her oiit» ill-treat her as Ihey please^ and cut off her nose, 
[257] These Indians are often very cnieK The man cannot 
make any opposition ; he must repudiate such a woman. He Is 
then told why she has been treated in this manner, and he 
may have his revenge on the seducer, from whom he gen- 
erally takes some horses. 
We saw the Blackfeet ride to battle half naked, but some, 
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loo^ in th^ir fines! dre^es, wilh the beautifully ornamented 
shield obtained from the Crows, and Ihcir splendid crowns 
of feathers,'" and, on these occasions, they all have their 
Tnft]jCjn«&, or amulets, open and hung about them. The 
battle, of which we were witnesses, and of which I shall give 
an account in the next chapter^ enabled us to form a pretty 
coTTtct notion of their mode of fighting, which does not differ 
from that of the other North Americans, Small parties, 
almofTt naked, approach the enemy by stealth, and endeavour 
to gain the advantage of him by stratagem, ambuscade, or sur- 
prise; and the attack is generally made at daybreak. They 
formed long lines, and fired from a great distance; but they 
are indifferent marksmen. The women and children were 
very attentive to the wounded, over whom they cried and 
lamented, as we shall sec in the next chapter. The enemy, 
with guns, arrows, spears, and knives, kSIed and wounded 
men, women, and children indiscriminately, and scalped 
even the women, who are often taken prisoners, and carried 
off as slaves, but afterwards not usually ill-treated, I shall 
have occasion to speak aJso, in the next chapter, of the fury 
with which they mutilate the dead, every one, as he passes, 
venting his rage by firing his gun, or throwing stones at them, 
or by blows. No trace is now to be found, at least among 
the Blackfeet, of the tortures inflicted on the prisoners, as 
formerly practised by the American Indians. 

When the warriors come near their camp, after a battle, 
they sing; and one rides or runs before, often in serpentine 
lines, backwards and forwards about the tents, holding up 
and shaking the scalp, and displaying it at a distance. If 
any one has taken a weajjon, he displays it in the same 
manner, loudly proclaiming his name as having taken it. 
After a succ^ssftil engagement, the men sing the song which 
they call aninay. that is, " they are painted black," On 

'" Sk FlftW &i, figunv It, 6, in ifac Mmmpmyiog tllu, our voluioe %rr. — Ed. 
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these Qccasion?^^ they asst-niblc in ihv o|.m:q ;iir about their 
teots^ with their faces painted black* Iheir Ic^rs and robes 
spotted with black, and then »ng, without the iLccompani* 
mt^rt otany instnimeiit, nurare Ibf scjilpsili^tplayi'tl. There 
are no words to this song, which consists only of the usual 

DOt«$. 

The weapons of the Blackfeet do no! much diRer from 
those of the other Indian* on (he Mi&soiLri; but Ihey are not 
so handsome and well made as those of the Crows, Manita- 
ries and Mandans. They do not themselves make bows 
of the hom of the elk, or of the mountain sheep, which arc 
consequently not common among them. Their country 
does not produce any wood suitable for bows; and they en- 
dcavour to obtain, by barter^ the bow wood, or yellow wood 
(^Maclura citranlmca), from the River Arkansas. For their 
quivers, they prefer the skin of the cougouar (Fetis concolor, 
Linn.), for which they give a horse. The tail hangs down 
from the quiver, is trimmed with red cloth on the inner side, 
embroidered with while beads^ and ornamented [358] at the 
end or elsewhere, with strips of skin, like tassetsn I saw 
few lances among the Blackfeet, but many war clubs, most 
of which they had taken froni the Flathearis. Many have 
thick leather shields, which are usually painted green and 
red, and hung with feathers and other things, to which some 
superstitious belief is attached. When they are going to 
battle, they twist the leather case of their gun round their 
head, like a turban. Wolf skins are then useful to them, 
especially when they want to observe the enemy. They 
wear thcni arross their shoulders, and, when they wish to 
approach the enemy unperceived, they throw them over their 
bead, and lie down behind an elevation, or rising of the 
ground, in such a manner as to have the appearance of a 
white wolf. 

The medicine men or physicians of the Blackfcel arc very 
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unskilfuK Wc a]wa)"s saw Ihem lake water in their irtouths, 
which they spit out over the wounded- They never wash 
or cleanse the wounds, and the coagulated blood was still 
on them on the second day. The recovery of all the severely 
woiimled, wilhfuir any proper care, shows the vigorous con- 
stJtutionfi of these mcn» of which, indeed, there are niany 
other proofs. Dnims and rattles (schischiku^^) were daily 
used in their attendance on the ack, in the closed tent. Chil- 
dren mortally woundtrd lay on the ground witliout covering, 
and without any kind of attention, exposed to the burning 
sun, and they all died in a short time. These Indians are 
said to have successfully healed some severe wounds, but, 
as far as my obsenation goes, those cures were chiefly to be 
ascribed to the good constitutions of the patients- Among 
almost all the tribes of the Missouri there were individuals 
who had been scalped, and cured, and who wore caps; 
and we were told that there were some such among the 
Blackfeet. These Indians have some efficacious remedies 
derived from the vegetable kingdom, one of which is a 
whitish root from the Rocky Mountains, which is called, 
by the Canadians, rhubarb, which is said to resemble our 
rhubarb in its effect and taste, and likewise to act as an 
emetic. Another root is esteemed to be a powerful 
remedy againsi the bite of serpents. In all cases they 
have recourse to the drum and the rattle, and have great 
confidence in the intolerable noise caused by those instru- 
ments. Tlie Blackfeet make their rattles of leather, wood, 
or bladder, because they do not grow any calabashes. It 
is well known that this remarkable instrument is in use 
among most of the different tribes or nations of the Ameri- 
can nittf, as well in the northern as the southern half of 
this vast continent. They have great confidence in the medi- 
cines of the Whiles, and often apply for them; but many were 
in such a desperate state from diseases of long standing, that 
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a cure W&5 quite out of the queation. If Inili^ns arc cured 
by their doctors (which sometimes happens), they iriAke 
them considerable presents, or the medicine man makes a 
heavy charge. Last spring several Blackfcet died very 
suddenly from colic, accompanied with vomiting, and the 
diica»: appears vrry dast-ly to have resembled the cholera. 
When a Blackfoot diesj they do not bury him in the ground 
i( they can avoid it, but 5Cw him up in a buffalo robe, dressed 
in his best clothes, his face piiinted rt-d, but without his [259] 
weapons, and lay him in some retired place, in ravines, rocks, 
forests, or on a high, steep bank, and often cover the body 
with wood or stones, Ihat Ihc wolves may not get at it. Fre- 
quently, when they cannot find a solitary spot, the corpse 
remains above ground in a kind of wooden shed, and they 
were often obliged to bury it, or to give it to the Whites as a 
desirable present, which cannot be refused. The relatione 
cut off their long hair, smear it, as will as theu" faces and 
clothes, with whitish-grey day, and, during the time of mourn- 
ing, wear their worst dothing< Often, too, Ihcy cut off a 
joint 0/ a finger. They believe the dead go into another 
country, where they will hav^ lack of nothing; and that they 
have often been heaid when they were summoned to smoia 
a pipe together. At the funeral of rich Indians, scveraj 
horses iirt* often killed u]wn the spot; and wi- wrrt- told of 
Instances when twelve or fifteen horses were killed in this 
manner at the funeral of a celebrated chief. On the death 
of Sachkomapoh (the child), a rich and distinguished chief, 
who is said to have possessed between 4000 ard 5000 horses, 
150 were killed with arrows.'** The relations assemWe at 
die residence of the deceased, and even the men lament and 
wail. The corpse is generally buried on the first day, and 
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in case of death during the night, it is removed on the fal- 
lowing morning. 

The Blackfeet, like all the other American Indians, are 
superstitious, and it is rare to sec a man who has not some 
Strang custom or habit which he adopts as a charm, and 
on which he imagines that the success of his plans and under* 
takings depends. Many rattle with bells before they smoke; 
others spit in different directions before they drink; others* 
again^ mutter a certain phrase, or a kind of prayer, &c, &c- 
We saw one man who never lighted his pipe at the fire, but 
made use of a stick about two feet long, and twice as thick 
as the ramrod of a gun* which was ornamented with feathers 
and liells, and i*ainted red and black,"**' It was hollow at 
the end to receive another thinner sticky which he always 
kindled when he wanted to light his pipe. On inquiring 
the cause of this strange custom, he answered that he was 
afraid of iron, and must, therefore, light his pipe with this 
8tick> Most of these people have such singular customs, 
but, unfortunately, they do not like to communicate to others 
their notions on such subjects, and it b, consequently, very 
dif&cult to get at the bottom of them. 

[260] Mr. Berger, the interpreter, who was otherwise well 
acquainted with the Blackfool Indians, could not give me 
any information respecting their religious ideas, further than 
that they worship the sun (Natohs or Nantohs); and it is 
probable that, like the Mandans, they look upon it cither 
as the lord of life, or his dwelling-place. We did not ob- 
serve, in their camps, either offerings for the heavenly powers* 
hung upon poles, as among the Mandans and Manitaries, 
or any other indications of the exercise of some kind of 
worship-'"* 

'•Sec i>h II J fwf UliMli»lion uf pi[jc4i(litiiijt aiick, — Ei>- 

'*• In Or. Mrir*r's Rr|ii7rt (psKC 3541, thr»rt nr? many inrnrwct KarrnirDt* tr- 
■pcclin^ the fcL^n ot the ladiaiii \o liw fii«t of the Koclcy MaUQtAiDt. — Maju- 



CHAPTER XX 

STAV AT rOftT UCXENEIE, FBOU AUGUST QTB TO AEyTQlBES I4T0 

IndJAn In ntation» — Baptism of the new comer* — Trade with ibt 
iTtdbns — Diftlinctinn corfcftrrtd on Ninficb-Kifliu — AITronI to the 
Chiefs — VUit to £.u(ODapi — Death of Marija, the Engcgi — Dis- 
pute occLiioned hy i\ — Ride to Soow River — The BEood indinns 
murder Xhc Relation nf Ninoch-Rliiiu — Atiival Gf the Coiyjsc at the 
Foit*Qiianel of the UUck^toot and Blood Indians — BattJe with 
tfcc AaaiiuboiiiH — EEpcdttion to the KuUiius — Trade vrilh the Main 
Bulyuf ihr Bbidifeet — Their pHndpal Chief. Tatwki-Stomilc — War 
Pnny of the Silcsckai — A Party of Blood Indians, with their Chief, 
5tomik-^»Ak — Defeat of our Intention to proceed further ^Thc 
Building of a new Fort — Preparations for the Voyage down the Mis- 
itttiTi to Fort Union. 

FoRT Mc Kenzie, at the time of our arrival, was inhabited 
by people of scventi nations, and pains were taken to oc- 
cupy ihe motley multittide tn various ways. Handicraftsmen^ 
of variotis kinds, were sH to work, and oiir hunttrs. among 
whom were two Spaniards from the neighbourhood of Santa 
Fe, were sent out whenever circumstances permitted. Yet 
all these pc?ople were not suniciently cmplcyt-df and measuirs 
were, therefore, taken to reduce the number. Having made 
our airangements on the first day of our arrival, and viewed 
the Indian camp, with its many dogs, and old dirty brown 
leather lerls, we were invited, on (he following day, together 
with Mr. Mitchell, to a feast, given by the Blackfoot chief, 
Mchkskfhm^ Sukahs (the iron shirt). Wc proceeded to a 
large circle in the middle of the camp, enclosed with a kind 
of fence of boughs of trees, which contained part of the tents, 
and was de&igned lo confine the horses during the night, 
for the Indians are so addicted to horse stealing that they 
do not trust each other. The hut of the chief was spacious; 
we had never before seen so handsome a one; it was full 
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fifteen paces in diameter, and was very clean and tastefully 
decorated. We took our HeaU, without ceremony, on bufTalo 
dtins. spread out on the left hand of the chief, round the fire. 
in Ihc centre of the tent, which was enclosed in a circle of 
Stones, and a dead silence pa^vailcd. Our host was a tall, 
robust man, who at this time had no other clothes than his 
brecchcloth; neither women [262] nor children were visible, 
A tin dish ^^s set betiire us, which contained dry grated 
meal, mixed with sweet berries, which we ale with our fin- 
gers, and found very palatable. After wc had finished, the 
chief ate what was left in the dish, and look out of a bag a 
chief's scarlet uniform, with blue facings and yellow lare, 
which he hod received from the English, six red and black 
plumes of feathers, (1 dagger with its sheath, a coloured pocket- 
handkerchief, and two beaver skins, all which he laid 
before Mr Milchel) as a present, who was obliged to accept 
these things whether he liked or not, thereby laying himself 
under the obligation of making presents in return, and cs- 
]>ecia!Iy a new uniform. When the chief began lu fill his 
pipe, made of green talc» we rose and retired {quite in the 
Indian fashion) in silence, and without making any salu- 
tations. Wc crept through the small door, which was be- 
sieged by numerous dogs, and stepped over the foremost, 
who gnnned at us maliciously. Mr. Mitchell was immedi- 
ately invited to three or four similar feasts, an honour which 
can only suit an Indian stomach. In the afternoon the rn- 
gagis of the fort gave us what they caJl baptism; namely, a 
welcome on our happy arrival in this remote wilderness by 
firing several salutes in the court-yard of the fori, for which 
aial to givi' them something to drink, or else n present, 
ment for the evening wa£ the noise of the drum 
camp, which is employed not only to drive 
nit of the sick. I>ut in their dances and other 
id is, therefore, heard almo&l every day and 




I«3 ''1*541 



Maximilian's Travels 



125 



every hour. Wc were likewise much entertained by the 
antics of thrrtr young bears {Vfsus }rr&x), which ran about 
in the court-yard- Another verj* pretty animal had been 
bn>iight up in the fort: Ihis was a >T>ung prairie fox (Cams 
vehx^ Say), which Mr. Mitchell made me a present of. and 
which, by its tamene:^ and vivacity, helped to amuse us 
during the following \rinler. Our new lodging swarmed 
with mice, which ran over our foot while lAt were writings 
and kept the traps set for tliem continually in mntirm. We 
trained my prelly little fox to this sport, which was new to 
him, and he soon became a capital mouser 

On the TOth of August preparations were made for the 
solemn reception of Ihc Indians whirh always prtcttles the 
opening of the trade, and which is considered by the In- 
dians as a matter of great importance- l*hc fiag being 
hoisted, two small cannons, placed in the middle of the court- 
yard, fired signals for i\v: commencement of the trade. It 
was full half an hour before a noise arose in the Indian camp: 
we heard singing, firing of guns, and saw the mass of the 
Indians advancing on all sides. When Ninoch-Kiaiu (the 
bear chief) approached the gate, it was openc^d. and the two 
cannons were again fired. He entered, followed by three 
or four chiefs, who approached Mr. Mitchell with their 
heads indincrd; and, after shulLinfj; hands with him, wcrr 
made to sit down in the Indian apartment. Soon afterwards 
another body appeared, and Mr. Milchfll went out of the 
gate to meet them. They advanced in small [jarties. headed 
by their chiefs, who always bring a present consisting either 
of some beavers' skins or of a horse. The tirsl horses that 
wc received in this manner were two grcvs and a light bay, 
which were variously [263] painted with red, chiefly on the 
forehead, the shoulders, and the haunches, and marked on 
the legs with transverse stripes like a zebra, and on each 
side of the backbone with figures in the shape of arrow heads. 




ia6 Earfy U^aiem Travfh (Vol. aj 

The chiefs and about ihirly of the principal warrion* were 
admitted, and, after being seated on buSalo hides in the 
dtning apartment, they refreshed themselves by drinking 
and smoking. In this manner three or four different bands 
advanct-d with rapid strides, repeatedly discharging their 
guns, and sinj^g their rude songs. We observed some re- 
markaUc. martial-Jookmg physiognomies among these men. 
painted In the strangest manner, marching with a very war- 
like air. The chiefs wore, for the most part, the uniform re- 
ceived from the Company, made in the fashion of a great coat, 
with round hats and tufC:s of feathers, on which they prided 
themselves greatly, but which disfigured them most lament- 
ably. Their faces, painted of a bright red, surrounded 
with their thick, lank hair, and surmounted by a roimd hat 
with a tuft of feathers, such as our German post-boys used 
to wear, had such a ridiculous appearance, that we could 
not refrain from laughing. Some of their uniforms were 
of two colours — one half red, and the other half green, not 
unlike the dress of some of our prisoners in Bridewell, 
Mchksk^hm^-Sukahs was dressed in the true Indian fashion, 
and interested us more than any of the others. His face 
was black, with the eyelids, mouth, and 5orac stripes on the 
forehead and cheeks, vermilion. After three or four bands 
of the Blackfeet had been received, they were followed by 
one of the dangerous Blood Indians, under their chief and 
medicine man, Nalohs (the sun)/" and these, too, were ad- 
mitted; after which a detachment of from sixty to eighty 
of the Gros Ventres des Prairies arrived, who, having like- 
wise brought a horse and some beaver skins as a present, 
were treated Utc the others. The chiefs were always wel- 
comed by firing the cannon, and then delivered up their 
colours, most of which they had received from English mcr- 

** According to Ciiikri'« Indiin vofabubiy, " Naiost '* irwant xvrf fonn of 
medifine vt mystery. — Eo. 



iS3a-t8j4l 



Maximiiian^s Travels 



my 



cbanU, and which were carried before them on \ojxg ensign 
staffs, quite in military slyle, Mr» Mitchell had aitcmpled, 
in Hat preceding year, to dispense with these salutations, 
but the Indians immediately look offence and were even 
going to part without transacting any business; for they 
are c^rcmely punctilious in points of honour. 

While the company of Indians were employed in smoking^ 
Mr. Mitchell took Ninoch-Kiaiu ^*' (who had always been 
very faithful and devoted to the Whites and the Fur Com- 
pany), into his own room, and presented bim with a new 
uniform, half red and half green, with red and green facings, 
and trimmed with silver lace; a red felt hat, ornamented 
with many tufts of feathers; in short, a complete dress, and 
a new doublc-harrcllcd pcrcnsaioo gun. Mr. Mitchell wished 
particularly to distinguish this man, because he had never 
been lo the north to trade with the Hudson's Bay Company. 
When he had equipped himself in his new uniform^ which 
was worth 15*^ dollars, and entered the assembly of the chiefs 
in the court-yard of the fort, it immediately became evident 
that the distinction conferred upon him made no favourable 
imprcfsion on them; some chiefs who had made presents to 
Mr. Mitchell^ and had not yet rtccivt-d anything in return — 
for instance, [3(54] MehkskihmiS-Sukahs, could not conceal 
their feelings; the tatter hid his head behind the person who 
sat next to him^ while others hung down their heads, and 
seemed lost in thought. When Mr Mitchell perceived tins, 
he caused it lo be intimated to the chiefs, that " they saw 
how the American Fur Company distinguished its faithful 
friends; that they^ on the contrary, had generally taken their 
beaver skins to the English; that he, therefore, could not 
give them much now, but would make every chief a present. 
That it would be their interest to deal with him in 

^" Sco bis portnit in the icntfrnl ^^un in Pblr 79, in tbe ftfMmpaa)ring ktlai, 
our volume ut. — Eo. 
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future, like Ninoch-KiaiUi &nd then it would be in bis 
power lo make them more considerable presents," The 
Bear Chief was then made to mount \m grey hor«e, that he 
mifrbt show himself out of the fort in his new dress. Id a 
rather constrained manner he made a speech to the warriors 
a<Lscmblrd brfoir the fort, then rode into the camp, re- 
turned, and alighted. It must be obeerved, that this man 
was not popular, and that his situation at thi& time was 
wry dangerous; and wc afterwards saw him sittings with 
his bead droojiing, like a proscribrd person, and afterwards 
retirinj; to Mr, >f]tcfaell's room, where he remamed alcvie. 
Soon there arose violent debater among the chieb; and as 
Bcrger, the proper interpreter for the Blackfoot language, 
ms abaent, this circumstance, peibaps, incnrased the mi*- 
undeislsnding. Several Indians rose, among whom was 
Haisikat (the stiff foot, formerly the old bead)» who. with 
nolcnl gcstiaiIation&, made a long speech. He «^^ brother- 
m-law to the Bear Chief, and plainly advised him to go 
home, and keep Wmself sober, Ijccausc otherwise some- 
thing serious might happen. The Blood liKJians were 
oBrndrd; they spoke loudly of shooting Ninoch-Kiaiu. 
between whom and his friends long conferences took place, 
Whik this was passing, we saw all the other Indians sit 
down in half dicks before the gate of the fort, 9S rep- 
re?4™ird in the accom(ian)-ing woadnit: a a, the warriors 
tittuag in seven semicircular lines: ^, the main body of the 
bkdiaM; €y the front of the fort* with a block house, 4.^*^ 
The warriors sat on the ground, and, while liquor and to- 
bacco were diitHbuted among them, they sang wiiboul 
Gcaang, axkd sometimes fired their guns. At sii m the eveo^ 
iog, wfacn wc wxTC relieved from these trouUesome guests, 
hoA hoped lo have some reposr after the fatigues of the 
day^ a violent dispute arose anxiog tbe engagis, which 
*" See ofipo^K p«ft foe dUpmra of iBdUJO v««d bciin Feet UcJuBBc.— EiK 
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migM ha^"C had serious consequences, [265] Blows had 
btco exchangeci, and the example which the Whiles gave 
the Indtang was not veiy creditable to them. It wfts late 
before this dispute was ended, and, during the night, there 
was no rest, as the trade with the Indians continued till a 
late hour in Iheir camj), which was, Indeed, delached, but 
at no great distance. 

The oifencc taken by Ihc Indians, at the distinction con- 
fcrrcd on Ninoch-Kiaiu, gave rise Co a report, that ihe Blood 
Indians would attack the fort» and murder all the Whiles; 
and, though this report was not liCeraUy correct, it was a 
proof of a hostile temper, which manifested itself in various 
ways; for ciample, ibey thought of withdrawing, and en- 
deavoured to steal our horses. They had already got one 
in their power, but it was recovered^ and six armed men 
were sent to keep guard in the meadows. The ill-temper 
of the Blocxl Indians made Ninoch-Kiaiu expect no good 
from them, and he had brought all his horses, during the 
night, into the fort. Some well-disposed Indians, who came 
to give us assurances of their devotcilness, received refresh- 
ments, as they happened to come just at breakfast-time. 
Mr. Bodmcr had undertaken to paint Mchksk6hm6Sukahs 
in full dress, with his face i)ainled black and red. a leather 
shirt omamt-nled with slips of oltt-r skJn «nd <"rmine, a largf 
bunch of the feathers of birds of prey, woodpeckers' bills, 
ernune and pieces of red cloth in his hand — a remarkably 
colossal figure/" Another Indian, usually called the Big 
Soldier, came lo have his portrait painted, on Ijeing paid 
for it- His real name was Haschasto (the orator), his dress 
very richly ornamented, and his stature nearly six feet. It 
was not easy In make a bargain with him, as he estimated 
his handsome person very high, and was much offended at 
our refusal to paint him at such an extravagant pric£. 

"■ See Pbie jB. ifi Itw accompanying atlu, our Tolame «».— En. 
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Mr, Mitchell ha\'ing Ijeen informed of the speedy arrival 
of the Blackfoot chief, Kutonapi (the old Kulona), we under- 
took, on the ijth, in the afternoon, an excursion to go to 
meet him, he having heen hitherto kept away by the beaver 
huntinj^. We crossed the river near the part where a great 
number of young Indians were bathing. They ran across 
the keel boat which was lybg here, and leaped from it into 
the water. Their mode of swimming was not like that of 
the Europeans, but perfectly resembled that of the Brazilians. 
These slendeij well-made young men were extremely active; 
their colour was a very dark shining rcddi&h- brown, more 
red than that of most of the Braailians that I have seen, 
whose colour is often more yellowish or grey brown. It 
was not far from the landing-place to a small lateral valley 
full of poplar copses, where a couple of leather tents were 
set up- Kutonapi received us, sitting at the further end 
of his tent, while the other Indians fired their guns on our 
arrival. In this small indiflcrcnt hunting tent, we had to 
&i1 down on buffalo skins^ while all the inmates, consisting 
of tour or five men, sevcTal women, and many children, 
crowded about the door to sec us. The Spanish hunter, 
Isidore Sandoval,'" acted as interpreter. There were fif- 
teen or twenty horses grazing about the lent, but there are 
Blackfeet who possess a much greater number. After we 
hod shaken bands with the men, a vessel, with very fresh 
water from the Missouri, was presented f to cool ourselves, 
on which Mr. Mitchell distributed [^66] some small presents, 
tobacco, &c., which Kutonapi accepted with thanks, and 



^" Ifiidan SondoTai vraA loCR «taplajc<l on Ibe upper MiEnuH by thci Ametican 
Fur Cunkpjiiiy^ Ui iS.m Ik wgLSti^DC uf Uric men teaiwitb Kipp \u brgto ihc BUck- 
loDt tradB. aflrt apon ihr ljitt*f'i fftium xti Fort Union wti \tU \a chjifge ihcrenf. 
He ttU ft v&lucd inlGrpRtcr and clerk, chftrgnl witb many imparlant mijsinna, 
Fin&lly be quurrlcd wil]i Alri^nilcc Kirvry, who a^uil and killrd him In the store 
at Fort irnioTi See Culbrrlson't nnrTAtJvp in Montana Hiqloricol Sorwly Cim- 
iribtttifnt^ ill, p. >3i; Ltrpentcut'ft account in fala /wrfMi, i, pp. iCS-ijo, — &i>. 
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immediately began a song in praise of the s\m (Natohs), or 
the lord of life, A wooden dish was set before each of us, 
containing boilrd bravcr's lailj with prairiv tiimips {ptmime 
blanchr). The beaver's :ai] was cut into small slices, and 
was boiled very tender. It did not taste amiss, and is reck- 
onrd a good dish even in the United Stales. After the 
Indians had eaten what was left, bundles of beaver skins 
were produced, and the chief presented Mr. Mitchell with 
idne skins, and the son gave mc a tenth, and continually 
scjueezed my ha.nd lo thank me '* for having come so far (o 
visit them." The interpreter translated the compliments on 
both ^des, and I can with truth affirm, that the cordiality 
and the unaffected^ rejapcctful politeness with which we were 
here received, could not be surpassed among civili/xd 
nations. The beaver skins were very carefully cleaned and 
dried, so that they resembled parchment- My double- 
barrelled gun pleased them much, and the son wished to fire 
it off, which he did, with the right-hand barrel, which was 
loaded with ball. The old women smoked with us, but 
remained before the door of the lent- The men7 dark 
brown children stemed to be cleaner than usual, which 
might, indeed, be said of the whole of Kutonapi's family. 
We cordially took leave of these friendly people, and the 
diief <aid he should shortly pay us a visit. 

On our return to the fort, the trade had been resumed, 
and was going on very briskly; it gave occasion to many 
droll scenes; pleasure and discontent were expressed in many 
different ways. Many Indians were quite a0ectJonatCT and 
embraced the Whites; others were noisy and anpy. There 
was fl woman feeding her four or five smiUl children with 
meat, the youngest of whom, though it had no teeth, had 
got a little piece crammed into its mouth. There we saw 
boys holding a mouse, which they shot from each other's 
hands with arrows, &g. &c. 
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On the I2th of August, about noon, Kutonapi arrived in 
the fort with his hand, firing ihi^ir guns, and was received 
with the- usual discharge of the cannon* The cheerfulness 
that then prevailed among us was immediately interrupted 
by discord and mourning. Some Blood Indians had stolen 
three horees belonging; (o the fort, and search was made in 
vain after the thieves, when, in the afternoon, a much more 
serious event occurred. Mr, Bodmer had just begun lo 
jKiint the portrait nf Hotokaneheh (the head of the buffalo 
skin), with his large, handsomely ornamented calumet, when 
we heard a shot in an adjoining room, and immediately saw 
the people running together, A BIock^I Indian, who had 
often lieen in the fort, and had, till that time, atway* con- 
ducted himself well, had shot, with a pistol, one of our young 
men named Martin. All the people were assembled round 
the perpetrator, and nolxxly knew the cause of this event. 
The Indian seemed, indeed, to be rather confounded, but 
af&rmcd that his pistol had gone off by accident. Many 
of the young men were for having him shot, because, as 
they said, he had doubUess committed the murder design- 
edly; but Mr. Mitchell decided with more moderation, con- 
^dering the occurrence as an unfortunate accidentn When 
the first moments of exasperation were [^67] past, he for- 
bade the munJerer the forl^ but at the same time strictly en- 
joined the engages to refrain from all acts of violence towards 
this Indian. Ninoch Kiaiu, who was present, did not lake 
the matter so easily- Though he had Ine^n offended in the 
forenoon, because brandy was refused him, he warmly took 
part with the Whites, and was going to shoot the murderer; 
but being prevented ui this, he beat him with the butt-end 
of his gun, and drove him, as vwell as several Gros Ventres 
des Prairies, who happened to be present, with blows, out 
of the fort. Kutonapi, who was likewise present, stepped 
forward, and made a violent speech, in which he described, 
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in lively colours, the offences of the Blood Indians against 
the Whites, and e^ortcd ua to take vengeance for them. 
Mr. Mitchell thanketl him, btit prnievnrcd in the more tem- 
perate course, which, in his situation, was the most judicious. 
Be^er» the interpreter, returned, whom Mr. Mitchell had 
sent to summon a numerous hoAy of Blackfcct of 250 tents, 
which ht? had left on the Musdrshell River, and who might 
jom us in about a week. Most of the Indians about the 
fort had withdrawn, so that» on the 14th of August, there 
were only twenty-three tents; but on the same day others 
came, and with them one Bird, a half Indian, and a tirach- 
tttms, very dangerous man, who had f^reat influence among 
the Blackfcet, He had been formerly in the service of the 
Amcrioin Fur Company, had then gone over to the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, and cheated both. He was a tall, 
strong man, with a brownish complexion, thick black hair, 
spoke the language of the Blackfcct perfectly, and lived 
constantly among them. At present he was not in Ihe ser- 
vice of either Company, but lived by catching beaver, and 
hunting, for his own account."^ At this lime, however, he 
came from Fort Union, and brought letters for Mr- Mc Kcn- 
Niatohse, the chief of the Gros Ventres des Prairies, 
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who has been already mentioned, also arrived, and, being 
a man who was much esteemed, was very well received. Mr, 
Patton^ clerk of the Company, who had hitherto had the 
direction at Fort Mc Kenzie, a man well known in the RocJcy 
Mountains, and thoroughly acquainted with the bu^ncss 

"' Later gUicpsea of this rpQPgad* Bird att aflorded hy Townipod Inoor 
volume tri.pp, 353, J54, who reports that he woa a great chief arnongtlicBlocltfcct, 
kAtlcr ol their vu poriiei, Ami in iSjG t?ok a Eix&{:hcrotu fcvcn^r upon Anltuoc 
CkKlifiH one of Wypth'a engngfe al Fort HilL Faffaa De Snwt rart Bird it thp 
Rofkjr UounUin Uouk of the Budfi>(i*i Bay Corapaay \n 1845; he speokfi of hi* 
Inachcnnii nsd 8UipJdoas chuaxtcr, which wu proved when he drwitcd the 
ntlnkKwrT prirrt in lh« wddemfM S*e H. M. Chiltendtn snil A- T Richdrd- 
•OD, lij; UlUft. and IVawfr ef Fttthtf PitmJtan Dt Snu* (New Vwlc, 1905). 
pp. 5*^t8H— Ed. 
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of the (ur trade, left us on this day with eleven engagls^ in 
a strong pirogue, to return to Fort Union, and thence to 
Fort St. Louis. The vacancy left in the fort by their de- 
parture was soon filled up by the number of Indians who 
arrived; among whom we were visited by Mcxkcmanastan, 
wlioni we had lately seen on Bigliom River, whose portrait 
was taken by Mr, Bodnier."' This bu^ness attracted many 
Indians, who were often troublesome. When the portrait 
of such a man struck the Indians as being very like, they 
said, " Bodmer could write very correctly," as they have no 
proper word for drawing. A certain Blood Indian, with 
his wife, was present the whole time, and was a constant 
trouble to us. He repeatedly invited us to his tent, which 
wc were at last obliged to accept. On our way to his tent, 
we saw in the Indian camp a great many women with their 
noses cut oS; a frightful mutilation, the punishment for 
infidelity, which, as I have already said, is frequently in- 
flicted among these people. In the spacious and light tent 
wc found the owner lying on a kind of couch [268] of basket- 
work, with a back lo it, and covered with a bulTalo skin. 
He was a man of bad character, who, only the year before, 
had £red his gun, loaded with small shot^ in the face of a 
white man. In the centre of the tent there was a small drc, 
which emitted great heat. Dried berries were set before us 
and this neat tent was not disagreeable, as these people had 
no children, and great cleanliness prevailed in their dwelling. 
Isidore Sandoval acted as interpreter. We had every day 
conversations of this kind, in which we always found some- 
thing new lo observe. 

Mr, Mitchell thought now of building a new fort, for which 
he endeavoured to choose the most suitaUc situationp On 
the i6tb of August we rode out for this purpose, ascended 
the chain of hills behind the fort, where the little prairie 

"* S«r Ptair lo. Ln thp dti^ompD njring aiUs, our volunu- xxv.— En. 
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dogs retreated into their burrow&j and then perceived two 
anned Indians, who, as soon as they observed us, turned 
their boreea, and galloped up to us. They had not noticed 
our double-barrelled guns, and doubtless came tip to frighten 
USj and to try their fonunc with us; for^ as &oon as they 
Cflmc near, and saw our arms, they turned round and trotted 
away.'" On our callmg after them, they stopped at some 
distance; one of them gave his gun to the other, returned 
to us, and gitve us to understand by si^s, " that an Indian 
had run a\ray i^-ilh his sister, the wife of a third person, and 
they had ridden out to look for him, in order that they might 
shoot him." Apparently following the truces, they quickly 
disappeared &om our view. A little further on wc met with 
about twenty of our own people, who were sent to work at 
tfic foundation of the new fort. They were well armcd^ and 
had carts with their bedding, and other necessaries. They 
had orders to remain out the whole week, and not return 
tiU Saturday. Other men were sent out to burn charcoal 
for the smithi for which poplar wood is very serviceable- 
We rode before these people, and had, on our r^ht hand, 
a fine prospect into the valley of the Teton River. which» as 
a stripe of verdure, made an agreeable break in the yellow, 
scorched prairie. In the valley we saw three or four Indian 
tents under high poplar trees. Looking to the left hand 
from this high ridge» wc saw, in the foreground, a great bend 
of the Missouri, on which there were several beautiful copses 
of poplar, and bright verdant spx)ts; and further upwards, 

'" la tho pnccdiofc sununcr Mr. MIlthp[] had had ■ Minilu-iidvi:DELJTT,by wMch 
hp vu mvle kd^uolnicil wfch i-hr nuiurc of luch niHtinci nlih ihr ItkUaiu. He 
wa* riding out. tuiftrraR], with ont aticnrldni. vhtn he isfl two Indiani, vtia im- 
mrditktcly dcmjinjej Inhncfn). tl' Rn^^ ihcm wlul he hud^ but coulii not nliuFy 
Ihcm- \hxy drmandeJ hia knlfc!. ihrrw th? luLnrco wliii:h tii: had sivrn ittcm in Iljb 
t«M, and vith ■ mciucmg ait drv^a fhcti bom. Th^^y did noi mttvr him to go lill 
he fvomiscd (c ^vc ihcm more on luwd bb ^raocl Oit next dmy. They CAine oa 
famrd accijrdlngly, but Mr. Mficfaell look no nutkt uf them. Since IhU dlDe he 
ntvrr goes ou| unitfrncd-— MaximIUaN^. 
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on the south bank, tbc mouth of the stream, called, bjr Levis 
and Clarke, Snow River,"* whkh was the most extreme 
pomt of my journey on the Upper Mlsfiouri, thou^ at that 
tjiDC 1 stiU hoped to reach the three principal sources of that 
mer, the Jcfierson, the Madison, and the Gallatin,"* Be- 
Ukv: us, a little to the left, in a south-Kxrslem direction^ wt 
saw, at some distance, the first chain c^ the Rocky Moun- 
tains, which docs not reach the snowy region,'^ and behind 
us Ihr beautiful [269J nwiintain called the Bear's Paw, 
From this lofty point we rode to the left, over steep emi- 
nences, to the Missouri, and then along the banks of the 
river, throu^ thickets of wiDows and shady lufts of po^dars, 
maples, and elms, mued with buSalo-berry, ro^s, dog^h'ood, 
and other shmbs. The ground was covered with luxuriant 
grass, of which son>c hay had been made by the pe<^ of 
the fort, and it was still lying in cocks. The path led along 
the north bank, under shady trees, and we overlooked the 
spot, on the opposite bank, where Mr. Mitchell thought of 
building his new fort, in a verdant prairie, near an estensive 
pO[Jar forest. We there saw several Gros Ventres walking 
about, their honacs grazing, their tents being pitched in a 
neighbouring wood. 

Wc had scarcely set out on our return to the fort, and 
nmchcd the shady spot on the bstnk, when Dauphin, one 
of our people, came galloping on an Indian horse, quite out 
of breath, and told Mr. Mitchell that Ninoch-Riaiu desired 

<* Saov KJTn, u fumrd b^ Lrvu and CUrlt. is 4 Kiutlwni ftfiluvnt oJ tb* 
Hl»0uri not Ux «lxrT< ii« jjoftlon *ndi Muia'a. T^ picXBt n&ioc of ilua strcAin 
b *'**^^" Ciwk, lUng In lllghvtHhl MnuniAfn^ Anil flawing (v^fly nanh. dl^ 
tfDbapdDHJiVt balovtbvvtdci Fort BfQton, for nuay yeui ibcbeulof uy^gitJOB 
OA llu UiMtfttri and i^ noil importa^it pott <i tfae upv^^ countrr. — Cs*- 

'^Tb* Ihnt ioriuof 1^ MiMOiui i^ch udiu aI the ptacai town of GtJUtii^ 
UdaUDA, In ibe couoty ot Ihat juioc' TUe»c naoicfl were ci'rco hf LevU &od 
Ouk (iSof ) in hanor of Ib4 pftitd^ni, i.nd (va monbom of hit fahinel. — Ei>. 

"Tlib nuifc *BA pmbablj Ehe Hi|[tiwoud M^nn^**?*, fuf «hidi ate iMtc 71, 
p. S J^ E^ 
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to inform him that hiji nephew had been murdered by the 
Blood Indians — that he ^ihould immi^dialcly attack them, 
andt therefore, advised us to return as speedily as possible. 
He added, that he had instantly cauacd the people, who had 
been 5cnl to work at the new fort, to return. Wc rode 
rapidly back to the eminence, and there found our people, 
who, with several Indians, were retuxmnp to the fort, Mr, 
Mitchell very scriotisly reprimanded them for their coviduct, 
since he had not R'voked his orders; on which Lattesse*" 
answered, in a ver}- loud voice, that " they had not come to 
be shot by the Indians;'^ in short, they behaved in a cowardly 
and rebellious manner; but nothing was to be done, and 
we all went together to the fort. We learned, nowr, that the 
nephew of the Bear Chiefs a very quiet, well-disposed Indiai^^ 
had ridden out in the morning to look for a hor^ which 
had been stfiten from him, and had been murdered not far 
o3, on the hills near the Teton River, by the Blood Indians^ 
who had attacked him with their guns, knives, and clubs, 
Ninoch-Kiaiu was furious. Some Blood Indians iiiul bern 
immediately pun^iied, but without success, and then it was 
proposed to kill the man who lived rear the fort, to whose 
tent we were lately invited; this idea, however, was aban- 
doncdf because he was quite innocent of the murder; Ihey 
had spared him, and smoked their pipes with him. An- 
other of those Indians had been forced, by firing at him, to 
cross the river; the Bear Chief now came to Mr. Mitchell 
to consult with him what was to be done. A sensible old 
Indian advised that this matter shotild not be treated as a 
concern of the whole tribe, but as a private affair, and, con- 
sequently, they should wait patiently for an opportunity when 
they might lake vengea nee on some member of the murdt'rrr*s 
family. The chief, who felt that his honour was deefdy 

<^* Jcui LaIrwc hod act?d u MltchcLr* vntvy i> Fort Union, upon dt? linking 
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wounded, was dlent. and lost in thought. As a $i^ of 
mourning, he had put on his worst clothes, but not cut off 
his hair, saying that " hb head was too great and strong to 
do this." He had loaded with ball the double-barrelled gun 
which he had lately received, and suddenly hastened away 
without saying a word. He aflcn\'ards sent word to Mr. 
Mitchell, that he must go lo revenge his kinsman, whose 
dead body he would not see; bul^ that it might fall into good 
[270] hands, he would make a present of it to Mr. Mitchell, 
whom he requested to hur^' il."^ As the munler of the 
Indiaji was a consequence of the offence which Ninoch-Kiaiu 
had offered to the Blood Indians, on the occasion of Martin 's 
death, the present could not well be refused, and wc were 
obliged lo be very cautious how we left the fort, as the Blood 
Indians were hostilely disposed towards us. 

On the 17th Au^st, early in the morning, the howling 
and ULmcnting of the Indians In the camp was heard; and, 
sixin afterwards, the corpse of the murdered man was brought 
into the fort. It was wrapped up very tightly in buffalo 
skins, and tied to a sledge drawn by one horse. An old man, 
with a multitude of women and children, his relations, fol- 
lowed the body with loud lamentations. An aged woman 
in the train had just cut off one joint of her little finger as 
a 3ign of mourning, and held the bleeding stump wrapped in 
a handful of wormwood leaves. When our people had taken 
the body from the sledge between the two gates of the fort, 
and carried it into the Indian apartment, a young man, the 
brother ot the Bear Chief, made a speech lo the weeping 
relalive-s^ saying — "Why do you lament and cry? — see, I do 

Whita iiom* Mpenae- Tbey muai bur> (hwe bodies dettfttly at rhtir n^m ooit, 
for which bb-nketS) <loth, red piunt,&C!,. iirc neccuar^, and the Ecidinna. by ihb 
meuikbp dvijld the obLlg&tluci of piu^idJnc ivH lime ihini^ tbcriiK]vc& If Oic Whiten 
*«r« lo ivfu&t lurh n prrspnl. thry vould be outuidrrpd as acting vrfy mfiurlyr-^ 
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not ay: he is gone into the other country, and we cannot 
awaken him; but,atlcast* two Blood Indians must accompany 
htm and wait upon him there." An infant, and a boy, the 
brother of the deceased, died on the same night; ard the 
Indians said that the murdered brother had called the others 
away. Thus we had three dead bodies in the fort. As that 
of the Indian had long been ejtposed to the air and the sun, 
it was necessary to make haste to get it out of the way; and 
Bcrger, the interpreter, had the disagreeable office of painting, 
putting on iu best clothes, and ornamenting it in the Indian 
fashion. The two Indians were laid in the same grave, wrap- 
ped in a red blanket and buffalo skin, over which was laid & 
piece of coloured stuff, given by Mr, Mitchell- The bottom 
and sides of the grave were lined with boards; the body, too, 
was covered with wood; his bridle, whip, and some other 
trifles, were thrown in, and the grave filled up with earth. 

Towards noon, on the same day, a number of Indians^ 
with their loaded dog sledges, and all their baggage, were 
seen descending the heights on the other side of the Mi** 
souri. It was the band of the Blackfeet, announced by 
Berger. Some of these people, handsomely dressed, soon 
arrived as messengers, one of whom carried in his hand the 
ensign of the Crows. Ninoch-Kiaiu came with them, who 
now continually talked of going to a little camp of the Blood 
Indians, on the other side of the river, to take vengeanccj 
yet still remained with us. Ilis brother, who likewise made 
a great noise^ walkwl about the fort with a loaded pistol, 
and, at last, begged Mr. Mitchell to have him conveyed over 
the river, because it was thought that two Blood [371] In- 
dians had been seen, whom he wanted to shoot; to which 
Mr. Mitchell vcr)' calmly replied, that '* if he intended to 
kill any body, he would not assist him/' With an expression 
of violent passion, the Indian, on this, mounted his horse 
and galloped away, " in order," as the chief said, " to quiet 
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his heart for the present, by the death of a E&bna, as they 
might, at some future time, shoot the real murderer/' The 
chief's aged uncle, Natoic-Po6chscn (the word of life), was 
onr of the princjjial mourners. He hxd cut of! his hair, ajid 
bcsmi'ared it, as well as his feet and le^, with whitish clay, 
Mr, Bodmcr made a good portrait of him in this dress. He 
went about howling anti crying, while the Bear Chief thought 
only of procuring brandy. He had in his hand a little mus- 
tard-glass filled with this precious liquor; and one of his 
friends, who also possessed some brandy, sipped a small 
quantity, and, embracing the chief, discharged it into his 
mouth, which is conadered, among the Elackfeet, as the 
highest proof of friendship."' 

The engagSs of the Company were now employed in park- 
ing up the skins obtained by barter from the Indians, for 
which purpose there is a particular machine. It consists 
of a frame of laths, which mark the size of the packages, 
and in which the skins arc laid. In putting up small, light 
fure, a couple of planks are passed through the frame-vrork, 
on each end of which a man stands to press the skins to- 
gether, and then to cord them. The buSalo hides, which 
are much thicker, are pressed together by means of a thick 
beam; in this operation six or eight men are required. 
Others of our people were engaged in sawing plank, 
burning charcoal, and the like; they had, however, much 
leisure time, which tbcy spent in various amusements- They 
fired at a mark with their rifles, at which Papin and Morrin 
were very expert. In the evening we generally had an in- 



^'InthcrtftriSii, whcaMr, Milchcl) fud a dispute with Totski-SlORiik, who 
wu oa the poinl ol witTiiImwItig with bis wliuir tuad, he tould aaX dnd any means 
Of iTtBlttiflg him, xiM an Indinn pmpnwd ihr nbrrvp motsa™. Mr. Milch^H ac- 
njrdlagly took a moulfaful of brindj, weal jnto the Indi&n camp, caibianrcd [he 
aDgj> diJcf, ddJ disiUiirgei] the liquor ifiti^ hia iiunilli, by wbith the fiinidship of 
the dd man wu rrtt^ml. wha b«une very kintl, and «Di(?rtained na ftirthcr ibought 
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tercsting sight, when the grtat number of horses belonging 
lo Ihc fort returned from the hills, Eighl armed men rode 
behbd and at the sides, and as many Indians, for the sake 
of safety, had joined with their horses. The whole body 
was very namerous, and presented a striking appearance 
when, in a cloud of dust, they galloped down the hills 
with a thundering noise, and entered the fort. 

In order to obtain a handsome^ large mountain sheep, Mr. 
Mitchell gave mc the services of Papin, with whom my own 
hunter, Dreidoppel, joined to make an excursion, Papin 
went very un\ii]ling!y, though, for the sake of security, a 
Blackfcol was sent with them. He afl&rmed that he would 
not undertake this dangerous enterprise for loo dollars, if 
he had not bound himself to the Company. They made 
arrangements to stay out a couple of nights, and took a pack- 
horse with them. Other hunters were sent out with the 
Indians, and we soon received information that [372] a go<>] 
many buffaloes had been killed. At other times we were 
ofttn short of meat. Bird, who had set up his tent among 
the tall poplars near the fort, where Ninoch-Kiaiu also lived, 
visited us frequently, and gave out that he was obliged to 
undertake a journey to the north. We urged him and the 
other Blackfcet to persuade Ninoch-Kiaiu not lo lake ven- 
geance on innocent Blood Indians, as they were much more 
numerous and powerful than the Blackfeet, and the Whites 
would likewise have felt the bad consequences of such hos 
tilily. 

Meantime Mr- Bodmrr had taken excellent likenesses of 
several Indians, amon^ whom were old Pioch-Kiaiu (the 
distant bear), whose face was painted with blue earth, and 
was remarkable for a long chin, unlike that of the Indians; 
likewise a very pretty young Blackfoot woman, and an old 
Kutana or Kutneha, whose name was Hcmach-Ksachkum 
(the great earth), and bis son, Makuie-Poka (the child of 




144 Early Western Traveh [V'ol. jj 

the wolf), whose raother was a BlacWoot, and was dressed 
entirely in the fashion of that tribe, but had adopted several 
c^naments from their enemies^ the Manitarics. The old 
Eutana was a good-tempered, friendly man,'" with an ex- 
tremely characteristic physiognomy, which is most faithfully 
represented in the portrait. He gave me some account of 
his people and some words of their language, which are very 
difficult lo pronounce. The picture, which was a most strik- 
ing resemblance, and the other drawings, much amused ihe 
Indians; they at once recognised them all; and the fame 
of the able writer was so spread among Ihem, that our lodg- 
ing was constantly besieged by a numerous assemtdage of 
Indians, who smoked tobacco, and incommoded us by the 
heat they occasioned. These men would often not sit still a 
moment while their portraits were taking; there were others, 
on the contrary, who would sit motionless the whole day, 
if they were supplied with tobacco, for which care was always 
taken. These visits often afforded us opportunities to get 
acquainted with their customs and notions. The White 
BuSalo, who often visited us, one day brought a very beau- 
tifully ornamented bow, taken from the Flatheads, which, 
however, he could by no means be prcvafled upon to sell. 
On my making a higher o9er, he answered, " I am very fond 
of this bow/' I was, therefore, obliged to give up my desire 
to possess it, for the Indians would have greatly increased 
their demands if I had persisted after this declaration. This 
man had a nice sense of honour, was to be depended upon, 
and devoted to the Whites^ and, at the same time, a distin- 
guished warrior. He had lately shot his rfster, because she 
kept up an intercourse with a man against whom he 
had constantly adN-ised her. \ chief of the Blackfect, with 
whom he had a quarrel, shot him through the thigh; he, 

■>*See Pbit» f9, the figun ae ttw ri^t hand of the p«ge, in Lbe ftccompinyiag 
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however, did nol lose his presence oE mind, and kiUed his 
enemy nolwithstaading his wound. Another old man, who 
ifiometinica visited us, pretended to be a great doctor and 
magician. He said thai Dr^lh hrul got into h certain ttfnt 
^to an old woman: he saw him come in at the aperture for 
the smoke, and touch the woman, on which our doctor imme- 
diately applied his medicine to the place touched, and re- 
mained with the patient the whole night. Death came again, 
but all his attempts failed, because the remedy was always 
api^cd at the right time. 

[273J Bird introduced to us a chief named Mikotsotskina 
(the red horn), a handsome Blackfoot and distlnguiKhed 
warrior, the leader in many warlike expeditions, who had 
performed several great exploits. He was well made, with 
an inlelligentT animated, and good-tempcrwl cxprr&sion of 
countenaDce, and very handsomely and neatly dressed. Ife 
brought two white horses with him^ and a fine panther's 
skin^ lined with red cloth. This man had formerly torac 
the name of Mastocnna (the chief of the ravens), and was 
said to have IdUed more white men than any one of hia 
oatioap 

About this limc^ when we l^gan to be in want of meat 
in the fort, having, for some time past^ had only a couple 
of beavers, many unfavourable reports were spread of the 
hostilcdisposition of Ninoch-Kiaiu and his adherents towards 
the Whites, which had, doubtless, been excited by the per- 
nicious influence of the treacherous Bird, who was prejudiced 
against the Company. An Indian told us that his country- 
men would demand double the usual price For the beavers, 
and, if that were refused, they would Hll alt the Americans. 
We did not suffer ourselves to be alarmed by such reports, 
which indicated the unsteady character of the Blackfeet» 
but the time was come when we were to be put to a more 
serious trial. 
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On the 28th of August, at break of day, we were awakened 
by muskct-shot, and Doucette entered our room, crying, 
" Levez-vous, a faut nous battre," on which we arose in 
haste, dressed ourselves, and loaded our fowlingpieccs with 
ball. When wc entered the court-yard of the fort, all our 
people were in motion^ and some were firing from the roofs- 
On ascending it, we saw the whole prairie covered with In- 
dians on fool and on horseback, who were firing at the fort; 
and on the hills were several detached bodies. About eigh- 
teen ur hventy Blackfoot tents, pitched near the forl^ the 
inmates of which had been singing and rlrinking the whole 
n^bt* and fallen into a deep sleep towards morning, had 
been surprised by 6cxj A^iniboins and Crccs. WTien the 
fust information of the vicinity of the enemies was received 
from a Blackfoot, who had escaped, the ettga^s immediately 
repaired to their posts on the roofs of the buildings, and the 
fort was aeen to be surrounded on every side by the enemy, 
who had approached very near- They had cut up the tents 
of the Blackfect with knives, discharged their guns and ar- 
rows at them, and killed or wounded many of the inmates, 
roused from their sleep by this unexpected attack- Four 
women and several children lay dead near the fort, and many 
others were wounded. Themen, about thirty in nutnber, Had 
partly fired their guns at the enemy» and then fled to the 
gates of the fort, where they were admitted. They imme- 
diately hastened to the roofs, and began a well-supported 
fire on the Assiniboins. 

In the fort itself all was confusion- If the men had been 
now and then mustered and inspected, it would have been 
found that the engages had sold their ammunition to the In- 
dians; ihcy were, therefore, quite unprepared to defend 
themselves, and it was necessary, during the combat, to dis- 
tribute powder as well among the Whiles as the Indians. 
Mr. Mitchell and Berger, the [274] interpreter, were cm- 
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ployed m admitting the BInckfoot womco and children, who 
were afsemUed at the door ot the fort, when a hostile Indian, 
with his bow bent, appeared before the gale, and exclaimed^ 
" White man, make room, I will shoot those enemies! " This 
exclamattoD showed that the attack was not directed against 
the Wliite^r but only against the Blackfeet. Mr. Mitchell 
immediately gave orders to his people 10 cease firing; not- 
withstanding this, single shots continued to be fired, and 
our Blackfeet were not to be restrained, nay, ten or twelve 
of our people, among whom were Doucrtte and Lorclto, 
went into the prairie, and fired in the ranks of the Blackfeet, 
who were assembling, and every moment Increasing in 
niimhrr!i. Loretio had sliot, at ihe distance of cighty-ax 
pacts from the pickets, the nephew of the Assiniboin chief, 
Mmohanne "^ (the left-handed), and this was the only one 
of the killed whom the enemy were unable to carry away, 
for we saw itiem lay many others on iheir horses, iuid ItLke 
tbem off. In the fort itself only one man was wounded, 
having had his foot pierced by an arrow, and likewise a 
horse and a dog. If the enemy had occupied the heights 
on the olher side of the river, they might, from that posu- 
tion, have killed all our people in the fort. 

When the AssJniboins saw that their fire was relumed, 
they retreated about 300 paces, and an irregular firing con- 
tinued, during which sever^ people from the neighbourhood 
joined the ranks of the Blackfeet. While all this was passing, 
the court-yard of Ihe fort exhibited very singular scenes. A 



"• MiDciianTif wms Ihe prindpal clilef and the Icftdci of t!ie whcJe pMlj* •! 
AftrinlboiM engapri m this ti|i«UTinn. in whifh thfn wew likrvlir loo Croe*. 
Aim thU buttle he ^Bbf^d bU aune, Bad otlleil HaueLl Tatofpui (tlu uibtlopv or 

Cinrtmtni by Ed. Srr further nccount cf Ilila chirf in Monnuui IflHtoric&l 
SoHtly Cimirthtilicni, iii, p. 309^ Fiote. Pierre De 5mei« ^'<4ffm JfVjnoAj and 
Utiitanarief (Nca Vcrk, 18^9). pp. ]66-aoSi abo gira % bnn biosiophy of lh£| 
dui^cnius JLDd poLenl EribcsniBa. 
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number of wounded men, women, and children, were laid 
or placed against the walls; others, in their deplorable con- 
dition, were pulled about by their relations^ amid tears and 
lamentations. The While Buffalo, whom I have often men- 
tioned, and who had received a wound at the back n[ his 
head, was carried about, in this manner, amid singbg, bowl- 
ing, and crying: they rattled the sduschiku^ in his ears, 
that the oil spirit might not overcome him, and gave him 
brandy to drink. Hr himself, though stuplfied and intoit- 
cated, sun;; without intermissionf and would not give himself 
up to the evil spirit* Otsequa-Stomik, an old man of our 
acquaintance^ was wounded in the knee by a ball, which a 
woman cut out with a penknife, during which operation he 
did not betray the least symptom of pain. Natah-Otaon, 
a handsome young man, with whom wc became acquainted 
on our visit to Kutonapi, was suffering dreadfully from 
severe wounds- Several Indians, especially young women, 
were likewise wounded. We endeavoured to assist the 
wounded, and Mr. Mitchell distributed balsam, and linen 
for bandages, but very little coukl be done; for, instead of 
suffering the wounded, who were exhausted by the loss of 
blood, to lake some rest, their relations continually pulled 
them about, sounded large bells, mttled their medicine or 
amulets, among which were the bears' jjhws, which fhe White 
Buffalo wore on his breast- A spectator alone of this ex- 
traordinary scene can form any idea of the [^75] confusion 
and the noise, which was increased by the loud report of the 
musketry, the moving backwards and forwards of the people 
carrying powder and ball, and the tumult occasioned by 
above twenty horses shut up in the tort- 

When the enemy were still veiy near the fort, Mr. Mitchell 
had given orders to fire the cannons of the right-hand front 
block- house among them; but this had not been done, be- 
cause the Blackfcct were [>artly mixed with the Assiniboins; 
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DO use, therefore, b&d been made of them, of which the In- 
dians complained bitterly. The enemy gradually retreated, 
and concentrated themselves in several detachments on the 
brow of the hill,*" and this gave us an opportunity to open 
the gate, with due precaution, and view the destroyed Icnls 
and the bodies of the sl^n. The Indian who was killed 
near the fort especially interested me, because I wished to 
obtain his skull. ^'^ The scalp had already been taken off, 
and several Bladtfect were engaged in venting their rage 
on Ihe dead body. The men fired their guns at it; the 
women and children beat it with clubs, and pelted it with 
stones the fury of the latter was particularly directed against 
the privy parts. Before 1 could oht^ tny wish, not a trace 
of the head was lo be seen. Not far from the river there 
was a melancholy scene; old Haisikat (the stiff foot) was 
lamenting over his grown-up daughter, who had concealtti 
herself in the bushes near the fort, and had been shot in 
mistake by Dechamp, who thought she was an enemy. 

At the very beginning of the engagement, the Btackfcct 
had despatched messengers on horseback to the great camp 
of their nation, which was eight or ten miles off, to summon 
their warriors to their aid, and their arrival was expected 
every moment. Meantime, Ninoch-Kiaiu came and called 
on Mr. Mitchell for a^^istance, for they had been attacked 
by another party of the enemy. Hotokaneheh likewise 
came to the fort, and mode a long and violent speech, in 
which he reproached the Whiles with being inactive while 
the enemy were still in the vicinity; they ought not lo con- 



'^ See PUle 75> In Ibc «c(o<Dpaiijmg aik*, vur volume ixr, ttn ft view of the 
ronCMt.^ Ed. 
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jlmfvhni isnd his Jiiumtih (Nt'W Vnrk, 1^7), H. ppr ]3J'<'i3'^; nli" it^ MnnlAna 
RiKoiici) Society CtyHiribnliant. ill, pp 107-109, TTie prince hrrt omiti icfcre'nc& 
10 Iju own pii£iiu|jaUonp and u* tbc tan thai be wu pouJUj the t^oyei of the AuJol- 
fccin — to 



^ 




I JO 



Early H'estn-n Travels 



[Vol ^3 




fine Ihcmsdvcs to the " defence of the fort, if they seriouslj 
desired the alliance of the Blackfcct, but endeavour to attack 
the common enemy in the prairie," &c. All these reproaches 
hurt Mr. Mitchell, and he resolved to show the Indians that 
the Whites were not deficient in courage. With this vilt? 
he made the best hunters and liQemen mount their horse*;, 
and, in spite of our endeavours to dissuade htm from this 
impolitic measure, he proceeded to the hc^hts, where 150 or 
aoo Blackft^ kept up an irregular fire on the enemy. We 
who remained in the fort had the pleasure of viewing a 
most interesting scene. From Uie place where the range of 
hills turns to the Missouri, more and more Blackfect con- 
linufd to arrive. They came galloping in groups, from three 
to twenty together, their horses covered with foam, and they 
themselves in their finest apparel, with all kinds of orna- 
ments and arms, bows and quivers on their backs, guns in 
their hands, furnished with their medicines, with feathers 
on their heads; some had splendid crowns of Uack and 
while eagles^ feathers, and a large hood of feathers hang- 
ing down behind, sitting on fine panther skins lined with 
red; the upper part of their bodies parUy naked, with a 
[376] long strip ol wolf's skin thrown across the shoulder, 
and carrying shields adorned with feathers and pieces of 
coloured cloth. A truly original ^ght! Many immediately 
galloped over the hill, whipped their tired horses, in order 
to take part in the engagement, shouting, singing, and 
uttering their war-whoop; but a great part of them stopped 
at (he fort, received powder and balls, and, with their guns 
and bows, shot at the disfigured remains of the Assiniboin 
who was slain, and which were now so pierced and burnt 
as scarcely to retain any sembJance of the humaD forin. As 
the Indians near the fort believed themselves to be now 
quite safe^ they carried the wounded into the leather tcntSj 
which were injured and pierced through and through by the 
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enemy's balls^ round which many dead horses and dogs 
verc lying, and the crying and lamenting were mccasant> 
About one o'clock Mr. Mitchell and bis [K'oplf relurnrtl, 
much fatigued by the expeditiorij and the great heal, the 
tbermoraetct being at 84^. Mr. MilchelPs horse had been 
shot through the withers; he himself feC olT and hurt his 
arm; another horae was shot through the neck, and cap- 
tured by the enemy; Bourbonnais, its rider, had escaped.*" 
All our people, however, had returned safe. The enemy had 
been driven hack to the Maria River, where, from the want 
of bravery in the Blackfeet, they were able to maintain their 
ground behind the trees; nay, they had sometimes advanced 
and repulsed their enemies. They were plainly heard en- 
couraging each other, on which they came forward in parties 
of twenty or thirty, and renewed the attack. It was gen- 
erally observed that the Assiniboins fought belter than the 
Blackfectp many of whom did not leave the fort during the 
whole day. Mr- Mitchell, with his people, had always been 
in advance of the Blackfeet, and nearer to the enemy. H« 
had often shamed the Blackfeet, whose numbers had in- 
creased lo 500 or 6oo» calling out — *' Why did they lag be- 
hind? They had reproached the WHles with cowardice^ 
but now it was seen who were the most cowardly. Now 
was the time to show their courage^" &c. The hunter, 
Dechamp, had esiMxrially distinguished himself by his bravery 
and well-directed fire at the enemy, of whom he had killed 
or wounded several. They called out to him that they knew 
him veiy well, for he is a Half Crte Indian, and had many 
relations among the enemy. He had been several times in 
the heat of the action, and a Blackfoot gave him his horse, 
on which he saved himself."* During this engagement Ku- 

"F«i • funbnr hriTrmare of Augialin Bourboflodft^ '*a fr« tr»pp«r;* coa* 
mh Cinit%, LcrpenJfttr'r Journal, h PP- "T^^'l- — ^^■ 
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tonapi came to Mr. Mltchdl, and asked him for a paper, 
which he had received on the condusion of the treaty with 
the Fur Company; and» being told that it was in the fotl^ 
he said, " Oh, if I had it here, it would secure mc against 
every ball ! " The Indians had fired quite at random, other- 
wise the loss [277] must have been much greater on both sides. 
We Icamt, in the sequel, that the Assiniboins had three 
killed, and twenty severely wounded. Many Indians took Mn 
Mitchell by the hand, welcomed him as their friend and ally, 
and offered him several horses, which he did not accept. 

After dinner, Douccllc, Dechamp, and Bcrgcr again rode 
In quest of the enemy, who still occupied the valley of the 
Maria River, and many Blackfeet came back, boasting of 
their heroic exploits. Old Ninoch-Kiaiu came full of joy, 
and told us that ^' no ball had touched him; doubtless, be* 
C^use Mr, Bodmer had taken his portrait a few days before." 
In the afterr^oon a number of Blackfect arrived, and the 
dust raised by their horses was visible at a great distance 
in the prairie. The fort was filled with them ; and they were 
refreshed with water and tobacco- We \isited the wounded 
in their tents, had the blood washed from their wounds, and 
their hair, which was clotted with it, cut off; and gave them 
medicines and plaster, and, instead of brandy, which they 
asked for, sugar and water to refresh them. A child had 
died of its wounds; they had daubed its face with vermilion- 
After the exertions of this day, both Indians and Whites 
were covered with perspiration and dust, and quite ex- 
hausted. Our people observed the enemy in their position 
on the Maria; but, during the night, they retreated in three 



hod been in the service of the Ni?nliweGt Compnnt, ftod, la the biltlv vlth GopV- 
cmof SeuEplCi bul LJMtd &d Eci^lulimap, a circuauuiuv of whicb lie al>v4/> ap^jke 
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strong divisions^ in the direction of the Bear's Paw, and 
the Blackfeet did Dot molt&t them. 

In the monuBg of the a9th of August a part of the Black- 
feet came to us, fatigued and hungry, and reported that they 
had pursued the enemy, and fired at them on both flanks, 
and had found one killed; but they had noi returned the 
fire, without doubt, for want of ammunition. During the 
night we had lodged the principal chiefs in the fort; among 
them were Tatsika-Stomik (the bull from the centre), Penu- 
kah'Zenin (the elk's tongue), Kutonapi, and Ihkas-Kinne 
(the bent horn); the latter was a chief of the Siksekai, or 
proper Blackfect- Most of the Indians of the gR'at horde 
went away, promising lo return soon, with their tents and 
baggage, and begin the trade. The tents, withjthe wounded, 
were aU removed, except a few, to better positions higher 
up the river. Several Blackfeet having heard tliat they were 
accused of cowardice, came lo justify themselves. They 
alleged that their horses were too much fatigued, which 
might in some measure be true; but then they might ha^-e 
dismounted, and fought on foot, a^ very few of the enemy 
were on horseback* Bird* to whom Mr. Mitchell bad re- 
fused to sell one of his best horses, left the fort in great anger; 
and an Indian told us that he had promised the several In- 
dian chiefs to give them tobacco, if they would no longer 
dispose of their beaver skins here, but take them lo the north, 
to the English Company, This man had said just the con- 
trary to Mr. Mitchell; his insincerity therefore was evi- 
dent; and it would be highly important to the Company to 
deprive this dangerous, inSuential Half-bret^d of the power 
of injuring thcnu 

The expedition to the Kutanas, projected by Mr. Mc Ken- 
ae, set out from Fort Mc Kenzie on the 30lh of August. The 
object of it was to trade mth that people, and especially lo 
obtain skins of the white mounlain goal (Capra Anicricana). 
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It consisted of Doucctte, I^dore Sandoval, [27*^] with his 
Indian wife, four engages, and tT%'o Kutana Indians, one of 
whom was HtJinach-Ksachkum, a\] mounted^ and wilh nine 
pack-horses, which carried the goods, the kitchen utensils, 
and the beds- They had to proceed t%'0 days' journey along 
the banks of the Teton River^ and then to strike directly 
to the north, to the mountains; and, if the Kutanas were 
found in their usual places of abode, they expected to be 
able to reach them in twelve days."* They did not think 
that they could be back before the next spring. This enter- 
prise was very diingerous; and we, in fact, learatj in the 
sequel, ifiat Doucette had been shot by a Blood Indian, and 
that the expedition had proved a complete failure. They 
had scarcely vanished from our sight behind the heiglits, 
when a great number of Blackfeet arrived, and among Uiem 
many who were quite strangers to us, and who gazed on us 
wilh astonishment, as they had been but httle accustomed 
to the sight of white men. They had put on tlicir hand- 
somest dresses, and were much dissatisfied when they leamt 
that the trade could not begin that day, because Mr. Mitchell 
was indisposed. The fort was crowded with them; we saw 
ihem smoking in every comer; and they were so idle, or so 
proud, that they gave their pipes to the first while man they 
saw to light them, thoi^h they were close to the kitchen fire- 
The gate was besieged by Indians, who were by no means 
all permitted to enter, and we ourselves all refrained from 
going out, because the great assemblage of these people 
inside could not be trusted. The number of chiefs at this 
time in the fort wa5 small, in comparison with the preceding 
year, when fifty-foiy of them were there at one time- Among 
the Blackfeet who vi^ted us there was an old man, called 



**Tbfr Uiunl htbitut oF tht* Kulenai tm^uas m ulnnfi (tw rivn which lake* 
lis immc fft)m ihcm — running chiefly in BriUah Columbia, with a loup into north- 
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Hotnachseli-Kiikatohs (the great slar), who had a remarkable 
hooked nose. He wore the round fell hat with a lufl of 
feathers, which Mr, Bodmer made him lake off, and theo 
drew his portrait, which was an excellent likeness. When 
the drawing was finished, and he hail received sume tobacco, 
be rose, went into the court-yard, and delivered, with good 
address, a long speech, the tenor of which was — *• The chief 
below (Mr. Mc Kenzie) had sent his children hither, and 
recommended them to the Blackfcet; they ought, therefore^ 
to treat them well, to bring them good meat» that they 
might not lament and complain, but be merTy, and always 
have their bellies fuU," 

Soon after the arrival of the Great Slar^ Tatsiki-Stomik 
and Ihkas-Kinne came to the fort ; they alt asked for brandy, 
which seemed to be the main subject of their thoughts. 
Ihkas-Rinnc was a tall^ well-looking man, with a very marked 
countenance. He wore an otter's skin over his Moulders, 
with the tail hanging down before, and which was orna- 
mented all over with pieces of shell. This man had rendered 
some services to the fort, and was to be de[»ended on. On 
this occasion he stepped forward, with a noble, manly air, 
and delivered a long speech. " The French," he said, "must 
have hearts ill-disposed towards the Indians; for, on the 
evening after the battle, they had not given the Blackfeel 
[he would not say a word of himself) anything to drink; 
even the chiefs had received nothing. They had come to 
the fort hungry and thirsty, and so they had left it, though 
theywerefangued by their exertions in fighting forlheWhites- 
He was just this moment [279] come from an expedition 
against the Crows, in which they had lost two of their people, 
and had no articles to trade with. They had traversed, with- 
out shoes^ great tracts of prairie; their feel were sore, and 
lired, yet he had taken part in the action, and neither he nor 
Others had received any present from the Whites," Mr. 
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Mitchell answered (hat " he would make the chiefs some 
presents to-morrow; though he thought that he had done 
muugh, as he had distributed among them, on the preceding 
day, a greal quantity of powder and ball, and received those 
that were in need inlo the fort. Though it was true that the 
Whites possessed many medicines which they could employ 
to the ruin of the Indians, he had no such thoughts. He 
would, however^ show thena such a one to-day, to give them 
an idea of the power of the Whites, When a cannon was 
fired, lliey should pay attention. To-morrow he would have 
the colours hoisted, and a gun fired as a signal for the solemn 
reception of the chiefs/^ One of the Blackfeet chiefs had 
Ixforc observed^ that " he was much surprised that the Whites 
always appeared in iheir common every day clothes, whereas 
they (the chiefs) put on (heir handsomest dresses. They 
had never seen the &ne clothes of the Whites." 

The chiefs having left us about six in the aftemooni the 
gate of the fort was shut, and, as soon as it was dark, Mr> 
Mitchell caused a gun to be fired, and then some skyrockets 
to be successively thrown up, which, as it happened, suc- 
ceeded extremely well, rising to a great height, and bursting 
into stars. Most of the Indians, however, did not lictray 
much astonishment at this exhibitionf having already seen 
the same at the Enghsh posts. The Indians before the fort 
had already been dancing and singing to the sound of their 
drum; ihey now retired, rejoicing, to their tents. It was 
astill, moonlight night, but the noise of the Indians con- 
tinued, and a watch was kept in the fort. 

On the following morning we were surprised by the highly 
interesting appearance of the great Indian camp, consisting 
of about 400 tents, which stood close together, because 
the enemy was supposed to tie still in the neighbourhood.'" 

■"See tberiewol tMspreM ampoi th* I^tgiin.in PUl* 7^, in the wicompaojHng 
4t)u, «ur volume m.— Ed. 
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News hid been received that the ASiiniboins were scat- 
tered, and perhaps concealed, in many small panics, in 
the adjacent country. 

On the 3tst of August thr sky was wry gloomy, but the 
clouds dispersed, and at nine o'clock Mr. Mitchell had a 
gun fired as the signal for the opening of the trade ; on which 
about twenly-four of the chiefs and most distinguished war* 
riors of the Piekann^, and with [hem the Blackfoot, Ihkas- 
Einne, advanced, in slow processioHt to the fort. Mr Mitch- 
ell passed through a great crowd oj women and children to 
meet the men, shook hands with them, and conducted them 
into the fort. They had put on thdr best dresses, and were 
received with a salute from the cannon of the fort; but the 
rain falling in torrents was extremely unfavourable to this 
interesting ceremony. At this moment, a numerous body 
of Blood Indians, with all their baggage, appeared on the 
heights on the other side of the river, who intended likevrisc 
to encamp near the fort; on this, Ninoch-Kiaiu [380] imme- 
diately appeared, and declared ' that he already felt an in- 
clination to fire at those people; and that there would cer- 
tainly be blood shed, if they were not kept at a distance; 
especially if the minds of the parties were excited by (he 
trade." In consequence of this declaration^ Mr. Mitchell 
sent Berger, the interpreter, over the river, to represent to 
the Blood Indians the state of affairs, and to signify to them 
that it would be better to defer their trade till that with the 
Piekanns was o\tr; with this declaration they were satisfied^ 
and withdrew. 

The chiefs who were now in the fort were the leaders of 
the Piekanns^ Ta,lsiki-Stomik, Penukah-Zeninj Sachkomai>oh 
(the little boy), Kitsipooch-Kiaiu {the spotted bear), Kiaiu- 
Stoman (the bear knife), Ninoch-Eiaiu (the bear chicO> who, 
however, did not enter with the others, and was meanly 
dressed on account of his mourning: as also Haisikat^ Mi- 
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kulsch-Slomik (the red buffalo), AchsapackC (the handsome 
woman). Ihka:«-Kinne (the bent cowhdrn)^ and one or two 
others, whose names I have forgotten."' Among ihem 
ihere were fine, tall, robust men, and all wore extremely 
handsome and costly dresses^ many of them ornamented 
with strips of ermine. Tatsiki-Slomik, in particular^ wore 
a shirt of very white bighorn leather, embroidered on the 
slccvca with blue flowers, ornament*^ on the right arm with 
long slips of white ermine, rolled up, with red feathers, and 
on the tirft with lufts of long black hair. Across his shoulder 
he wore a palatine of otter skins, at each end of which 
there was a tassel of slips of ermine. The faces of the 
chiefs were painted with vermilion and the blue earth of the 
Rocky Mountains; they were unforlunately wet through, 
especially their beautiful shoes, by the rain falling so inoppor- 
tundy. The old Middle-Bull had a venerable look; he was 
not tall; the expression of his countenance was good naturcd 
and thoughtful- He promised to sit for his portrait, which he 
did in the scqucV unhappily not in his hand^me dress, but in 
his everyday clothes. The portrait is cjitrcmcly like, and 
perfectly gives the honest expression of the old man^s coun- 
tenance.^" 

When the chiefs had taken Iheir places in Mr. Mitchell's 
room, old Middle-Bull spoke nearly to the following effect ; — 
" He hoped that the Whites would renounce their bad opin- 
ion of them, and not believe that they look their skins and 
furs to the English : for it was cvidendy their (the Piekanns ') 
own interest to be on good terms with the fort situated in 
their neighbourhood, the English settlements being at much 
too great a distance; that^ if some of their people talked 



^"^ Onulahna {ihc cJiicf of the while buJIaUi con) was corsdcicd the priiidp«l 
chief of nil fhe Jtlaclifett— MaxIuiUAN. 
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of carrj'ing their beaver skins to the trading posls of the Hud- 
son 's Bay Company^ it w^ls merely to try to obtain goods 
on lower leims." After this speech the chiefs, having re- 
ceived presents, gradiuLlly withdrew, and the tmde beg:aa. 
It was not long before a dispute arose at the gate, in which 
an Indian drew his knife against the doorkeeper; but he 
was turned out by the chief, Pcnukah-Zenm, who was still 
there, and in this manner tranquillity was restored. Mean- 
time, soflnc troops of [aSr] Ulood Indians had come near 
the fort, and the Pii-kanns firrd at them with ball, which 
they answered^ so that tht* ballB whistlod over the fort. Mr» 
Mitchell placed a strong, well-armed guard at the gate, and 
we could sec, on the heights on the other side of the river, 
the heads of the Blood Indians, who had come down to 
observe what might happen. 

We might now be considered completely as prisoners; for, 
at the gate, there was an incredible crowd of Indians, who 
all attempted to enter by force, pushed, crowded^ fought, 
and struggled with each other, for we could not venture 
to admit more than a certain number at one time into the 
Indian magazines between the two gates. Several well- 
disposed Indians supported the guard in this* difficult and 
disagreeable employment; yet, now and then, a man, 
with desperate violence, forced his way through the gate, 
knocked down the guards and it wek a good while before 
he could be turned out. 

The trade continued on the rst of September, and wc saw 
En the fort the wife of the chief of the Blood Indians, who 
had lately parsed by the fort, and who much regretted the 
misunderstanding that had arisen between the Kekanns 
and her tribe. They had entered into a negotiation with 
the Piekanns, to alone by prc^nls for their bloodguilt- 
iness, which might lead to an amicable arrangement. 

Among our most interesting visitors were a couple of Sasd 
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Indians; ihey were filightlybuilt men of the middle siae, 
wilh nothing striking in their appcanincc, and came to an- 
nounce the apecrjy arrival of a considerable body of their 
nation, who wished to dispose of their beaver skins. While 
the trade was going on very briskly, on account of the num- 
ber of the men and women, a report was suddenly spread 
that the As^niboins were approaching, on which all the In- 
dians hastily withdrew; it proved, however, that the alarm 
had been caused by a new band of the Blackfeet (Siksekai), 
who had appeared on the heights. When any single Indiana 
anivrd, we saw them fire their guns al the burnt remains 
of the enemy lately killed, ihouRh they could scarcely be 
recognised- Then Ihcy generally soon came to us, and 
looked at Mr. Bodmer while drawirg, which he continued 
very diligently, and without any opposition being made to 
it, because he had remarked that none of the men whose 
portraits he had drawn, had been lately killed or wounded- 
Thc musical box, in which they fancied that there was a 
little spirit/'* and many other European to)^ generally 
made a lively impression on these people, and aSorded 
them much amusement. 

During the night of the 2nd of Srplember, some Indians 
had broken a hole through the clay wall of the Indian mag- 
azine, and stolen sevemJ articles, among which were some 
dresses oE the chiefs; and it was evident that the thief must 
have Wept himself concealed in the fort during the [283] night. 
Towards seven in the morning wc heard some musket ^ot 
fired in the fori, and the band of our friend Rutonapi, about 
sixty or seventy in number, advanced to the fori, headed by 

"CdfiUiA Lyua (Pri^'ATc Ji^iroiJ. page t40>H uyi, ihil Kht £K;uimam took 
■udi a mujic^ box to be tbc ;roan|[ dm ^ a lititc burtL orgnn, and whldi ibcf » (n 
Ukc miADcr, ihought lu br &aimatcd \^y i sptht,— Maximilian. 

Cemmrnt *7 E^- Georgr Kronen Lyoo (1795-1^33), who M<ompanwl 
Parry Jo tufl vaya^ od ducmtiy tn the *' Uinl«." Hi* privfttc igvruJ ma pub- 
liabed at I^jailin in iSsj. 
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three chiefs^ who were admitted. All the principal chiefs 
of the Piekanns arri^'cd afterwards, whom Mr. Mitchdl 
clothed in red unifonns, calico shirts, and CYcry other article 
of dress — hung about thtrir necks round Itwking-glasscs, 
or silver medals with the bust of the preddenl, &c. The 
most amusing was when he put on them the new red felt hats, 
with red plumes of feathers. Their prodigious, long, thick 
hair was too large for the hat, and the whole was, therefore, 
made into a great bunch, and stuffed into the hat before it 
could be put on their heads. They suffered themselves to 
be dressed like children, and received other presents, such 
as powder, ball, tobacco, knives, &c. The dn:ss of cvvry 
chief might be estimated at ninety dollars. Mcantiinc, the 
newly-arrived band of the Siksckai had pitched their tents, 
and the fort was again surrounded by a multitude of danger- 
ous men- Sorrerimes Ihey threatened to fire at our people 
when they appeared on the pickets, and several things were 
stolen in the fort, because many men were still admitted on 
account of the trade. The chiefs were constantly begging. 
05 well as the meanest Indians, and tlus may be justly stated 
as a most trouMcsome halMt of the Blackfecl, In this re- 
spect the other tribes have much more delicacy. The Crows, 
in their visits and negotiations, presented the Blackfeet with 
valuable articles, costly feather caps, shields, horses^ &c., 
but received nothing at all when Uiey came to the latter, by 
which all the other Indian nations are incensed agaJnst tiiie 
Bkckfeet. 

As the Indians became very troublesome towards evening. 
Mr. Mitchell had all the arms loaded with ball. Three de- 
tachments^ each consisting of nine men anH an officer, were 
commanded to keep guard, and he gave orders to fire from 
the pickets the instant an Indian attempted to climb over. 
All the chiefs were made acquainted with this order, that 
they might communicate it to their people. A new report 
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bcLng spread, that a thousand Assiniboins were approaching, 
the guATxJs were doubled^ and the oflicere divided, from which 
we strangers were not excepted. During this state of im- 
prisonment our horses suffered fronn want of food, as ihey 
could not be driven into the meadows, and Ihcrc was but 
little hay in the fori. The Indians had used or burnt the 
hay that was in the prairies higher up on the Missouri^ and 
wc were, therefore, much embarrassed about the horses. 

On the 3rd of September, in the morning, some shots were 
finxl, and soon afterwards a new body of the Siksekai, con- 
ning of between thirty and forty men, arrived, of whom 
Iwo of the principal warriors were admitted. They were 
tall and handsome^ in costly new dresses. The name of 
ihe leader was Makui^-Kinn (the wolf's collar). The other 
carried in his band the sign of the prairie dogs — a long 
crooked staff wound all round with otter's skin, and adorned 
with bunches of feathers.^"' He told us that this medicine 
had thf eScct of rallying the warriors who were dispersed 
ID the prairie. They told us that the greater portion of their 
[283] people were in the north, but that two strong parties 
of warriors were coming; and, in fad, one of them, consist- 
ing of 1 50 men, soon appeared on the heights, where it halted, 
and afterwards came down to the fort. The chiefs were 
admitted, hut soon dismissed, because they had no articles 
to trade with. The proper Blackfeet (Siksekai) and the 
Blood Indians catch but few beavers, being chiefly engaged 
in war parties, and especially selling meat to the Hudson's 
Bay Company. The Piekanns, on the other hand, catch 
the most beavers. Beaver traps (which are lent them) were 
distributed among them to-day, and many Indians went 
away to hunt beavers. 

Early in the morning of the 4th of September, the band 
of the Blood Indians, who had lately been sent away, were 



"' See p. 1 13 for tUuatratiaa ol twlgc ol Pniie-dug band.— ED. 
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seen approaching the fort* because the trade mih the Pie- 
kanns wis concluded^ Their old chief, Stotnik S(^ak ftbc 
ox hide), and a medicine man, Pehtonista (who calls him* 
self the east), entered the fori. The first, a very good old 
man/" had saved the life of Mr. Mitchell the year before, 
when an Indian was going to run him through with his spear : 
he is a great friend to the Whites, and resolved, with his 
small bandf to remain faithful to the fort- He greatly re- 
gretted the late unfortunate occurrence, when his son had 
shot, by accident, as he affirmed^ young Martin; and spoke 
much of his attachment to the French, as he called ihem. 
He called Mr. Mitchell his son, and added that, " to his 
great sorrow, he had been obliged to 9cc the fort every day, 
mthout daring to come near it, on account of the unhappy 
diScrcnce with Ninoch-Kiaiu.'^ One of the Siksekai took 
ofi all his clothes, and laid them down as a present before 
Mr. Mitchell, on which SlomikSosak lent him hia robe to 
cover him. On such an occasion these people do not hes- 
itate to sit down quite naked. This was again a very un- 
pleasant day to us, for the press of the savage Siksekai 
was very violent. There was no end of their most impor- 
tunate begging, and dangerous men forced their wav into 
the fort. Most of them were very characteristic figures; 
their faces were painted red and black, with medicine skins 
trimmed with feathers or bells, with yellow ornaments, or 
buttons, glass beads, &c., in their hair. Some of them were 
excessively curious, clambered about every place, and wanted 
to examine everything. An extremely dangerous man forced 
his way in with the chiefs, whom we could by no means get 
rid of, Ihough we repeatedly got the chiefs to desire him lu 
go out again. His face was painted yellow and red; the 
expression of bis features was that of a true hostile barbarian, 

^ \ rrry stnUng membtftoce la fouod In the teft-baod £i(iirc oJ PUtc 79, Id 
tbr u^com^Mnvkng ^lu, our voltime ixv^-^ Kd, 
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Two ypars before, at the conclusion of ihe treaty of peace, 
h« haJ boasted to Berger, at the \*ry first interview, that 
h€ had already shot five Whites; and it was not without the 
greatest difficulty that wc could now get rid of this savage. 

During the night Mr. Mitchell sent all the good horses 
belonging to the fort, about twenty in number, to Fort Unioa, 
by land, because wc were not able to feed them any longer. 
Dcchamp and his brother, with Papin and Vachard, were 
charged with this Ijusiness, and arrived safe at Fort Union, 
The speedy remoxal of the horses was the more necessary, 
as the Indians intended to gteal them, and so advantage was 
taken of the fine moonlight night to send them away. 

[284] ll was my inleotioD to pass Ihe winter in the Rocky 
Mountains, and I had the execution of this project much at 
heart; but circumstances had arisen which rendered it 
very difficult, nay, impossible. A great number of the most 
dangerous Indians surrounded us on all sides, and had in 
particular occupied the country towards the Falls of the 
Missouri, which was precisely the direction we should have 
to take. They had obliged Mr. Mitchell to send away all 
the serviceable horses; so that, with the best will in the 
world, he could not have supplied us with these animals, 
which were indispensably necessary. Without an interpreter 
we could not undertake a journey which was very difficult 
for a few persons, and, Doucetle having been sent away, 
Mr. Mitchell had not one left; at the same time, a long stay, 
which would be absolutely necessary for our researches in 
natural history, was quite out of the question, as wc should 
be obliged, in some sort, to make our way by stealth. We 
had before asked old Talsiki-Slomik whether we should 
encounter much danger in such an undertaking? and his 
answer was, that " the Piekanns might, perhaps, rob us, 
but would not probably treat us as enemies; but that the 
Kahna and the Siksekai were fools, and we must be on our 
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guard against them;" and, m truth, wc might judge of the 
inleBtions of the latter, since they had fired with ball at the 
PiekaaD3, though of their own nation, near the fort- For 
all these reasons, I therefore found ni>'5elf compelled to give 
up my plan of going f^^^the^ up the Missouri, ;ind thi^refore 
asked Mr, Mitchell for a vessel to return down the rivers; 
but, as he had not one to spare, he promised to have a new 
one built for me. As we might any day be attacked by the 
As&iniboinb, and such an attack might have proved more 
serious than the preceding, and^ at all events, much valuable 
time would be lost by oui being again imprisoned in the fort^ 
as, in this case, we should be, not to mention that, autumn 
being already far advanced, a longer delay promised u»; a 
very unpleasant voyage, I endeavoured to have the work 
hastened as much as possible, in which Mr. Mitchell willingly 
coKjperated. Wc had, besides, got pretty weii acquainted 
with the Blackfeet Indians, and collected a great number 
of interesting portraits of them, and could not hope to ob- 
serve anything new during the winter, or to add to our col- 
lection- As the Assiniboins were our enemies, to whom our 
scalps would doubtless have been a very welcome acquisi- 
tion, I Intended, in case of need, to make use of the night 
also, and had therefore no time to lose. 

Planks were cut for my new Mackinaw boat, and the car- 
penter or shipwright immediately set to work in the court- 
yard of the fort. The weather was rather cool, and the Gros 
Ventres des Prairies, who visited us early in the morning, 
came Hith th^ir teeth chattering with cold, the nights being 
already frosty. A sign of autumn was, that the locusts 
sought their food on the shrubs, there being nothing more 
in the prairies, and the crows began to take their flight in 
large flocks to the south. 

On the 7th of September, at noon, a band of about 
^jOy Gros Ventres des Prairies, of whom twenty-nine were 
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mounldd, approached the fort. They mairhed abreast, and 
then alighted. Mr, Mitchell wenl to niect ihem, and re- 
Odved from them a large horse, blind of one eye, as a present; 
[285] after which the Indiana were received in the usual man- 
ner Two chiefs, Mcxkcmauastan and Rh-Siss (the sun), 
were thi" leading men; the Ullcr was a good old man, with 
a very exprcsavc countenance. The fort was filled with 
these Indians, who importuned us for medicines, many of 
ihcm having old wounds which had Ix-t^n ncglwrlcd. Rcmc* 
dies were )^ven to some for inflammation in the eye^ on which 
they embraced and kissed u&. They had but few things to 
dispose of. The women and children begged, and were so 
troublesome, that it was necessary to shut the gates. 

Mr. Bodmer had now taken several views in the environs, 
and among the rest had txgun that of the Rocky Mountains 
and the Ilcar's Paw from the hciphU behind the fort.'" Wc 
went there every day, but wt-rc obliged always to have somr- 
body to keep a shjirp look-out while Bodmer was drawing, 
because vre were never safe from a visit of the Indians. 
Sometimes wr were alarmttl by false reports, and returned 
home without doin^ anything. We, however, accomplished 
our object, and Mr. Bodmcr's above-mentioned drawings 
pyt a correct idea of that country. 

On Ihe 'jylh [9th] of September, Mr. Mitchell sent Han-cy, 
with thirty more, to begin the erection of the new fort. They 
took witli them the only pirogue that was left, and also the 
horscsj for which there was no hay in the fort. After this 
diminution nf our numbers, we had only twenty-eight per- 
sons remaining in the fort. So many Indians had been seen 
on this day, at tt dislcince. who did not come to the fort, 
that it was necessary to have a stronger guard during the 
ni^ht; und when it was dark, we were alarmed by a shotj 
but wc soon found that it was some of our people returning 

"* Sec PUtc 77, La tbc ALUjai|]UD>Iiig atlAS> our 'ulurac jjy. — Ed. 
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from the new fort, who fired as a signil to be brought across 
the ice They brought word that the Oros Ventres had> 
on the preceding day, killed thirty hufFalocs, and we might, 
Ihcnrforc, t-xpect some fresh provisiion, of which wc had bcca 
for some time deprived. Our breakfast as well as our dinner 
had, fora toQg time, consisted of old dried meat, in the morn- 
ing with cofTee^ and some bread baked with f<it, and at noon 
with maize boiled in broth. The maize was now all con- 
sumed, and we had only the dr>" meal, as tough as leather, 
to cat; we had, therefore, the more reason to be rejoiced, 
when, on the loth of September, the Gros Ventres hrought 
eighteen horsc-loads of fresh me&t, all of which we pur- 
chased of them with knives, powder^ ball, and other things. 
On the 11 th of September, twcnty-onc men, belonging to the 
fort, took the boat, which had been built for me by the car- 
penter, Saucier, to the Missouri: the neces&ary arran^- 
ments for our voyage were mode; large cages were mcide 
for my two live bears; and kitchen utensils and beds were 
procured. The cases, containing my collections, filled a 
great part of the boat, which, unfortunately, proved too small, 
1 hod received from the Company Henry Morrin as steers- 
man, and» besides him, tiiree youngs inexperienced Cana- 
dians, Bcauchamp, Urbm, and Thiebaul, who were ill quali- 
fied for such a voyage, and did not even possess serviceable 
fire-anns. Thus, there were only seven persons in the boat, 
but the time was most valuable, and I fijced my departure 
(or the i4lh of September. 




CHAPTER XXI 
xmnm oqu ioet itcKCKue tc nj>T trnton, wrom thk 14'ra to 

tSK 39TH O? &EPTEKBEX 

AH oiii Bftggige wet through — Bday occasioned thereby in Ihe Stone 
Walls,— Grtal Number of Buffaloes in the Mauvais^Tcn^— Rut- 
ling of the Elk — G«at Number of ht&slA of the Chase— A SUg 
with Twenty Anilers killed — Loss of the Bear's SiteJeton — Eicur- 
tion OQ the MufideshcU Rivei — Numerous Assemblage oJ Wolves 
— Number of Bcavei Dens — Violent Storm — Rainy Wcslbcr — Ai- 
rlval at Fort Union. 

TH£ moming of the I4tb of September was fine and 
bright, and promised us a pleasant voyage. By noon all our 
effects were put on board the new boat, and it became 
more and more evident that we had not sufficient room in 
this vessel. The great cages, with the live bears, were placed 
upon the cargo in the centre, and prevented us from passing 
from one end of the boat to the other; besides this, there was 
not room for us to sleep on board ; this was a most unfavour- 
able circumstance, because it obliged us alwaj^ to lie to for 
the Dight. At one o'clock in the afternoon, ^e took leave 
of our kind host, Mr. Mitchell, and of his only companion, 
Mr. Cutbbertson; all the inhabitants of the fort accom- 
panied us to the river, where a cannon was placed to salute 
us. We had hvcd so long together in this ivildcmcss, that 
we naturally took a lively interest in the fate ot those who 
remained behind to pass the winter in a place where they 
would be exposed to so many dangers and privations, and 
wished them courage and perseverance to encounter them* 
Our boat glided rapidly along, and we soon took a last took 
at the fort and its inhabitants, to whom we waved our 
hands to bid them a last farewell, In half-an-hour we 
reached the place where wc had passed the night before 
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we arrived at the fort in the ked-boat, and the steersman 
DOW chose the northern channel, which led, about half-past 
two o'clock, by the ruins of the old fort. Opposite the 
mouth of Maria River we saw a herd of eight antelopes, 
and sevimil others at other places; likewise Virginian deer, 
and many birds, especially jays and sparrowhfiwks, [2S7) 
On Maria River, in particular, there were various kinds of 
birds in the high trees- Here Mr. Mitchell had shot a bluc- 
headed jay which was hopping on the ground."** 

Towards four o'clock a thunder-storm came on, and the 
sky became entirely covered with thick clouds. As we had 
reason to be on our guard against the Indians, we regretted 
that my two bears were unusually dissatisfied with their 
confinement, and manifested their feelings by moaning and 
growling, which might very easily have attracted some 
hostile visitors. We lay to, before twilight, at a prairie on 
the right, where we had an extensive view, kindled a fire, 
and dressed our meat, part of which was put on board, and 
we continued our voyage, When night was fully set in, we 
were on the steep high bank on the south side of the Mis- 
souri, and, as it was too dark to proceed, we fastened the 
boat to some trunks of trees, and passed a very uncom- 
fortable night, lying on our deck, while a heavy cold rain 
fjievented us from sleeping. 

On the nert morning, the 15th of September, we were in 
a lamentable plight. Wc were all of us, more or less, wet 
and benumbedj as the boat had ro deckj and we found, to 
our great dismay, that thifi new vessel was very leaky, so that 



''^Thi} bird, uhlch Ii nearly hIUcH io ibc jay. or ihp rollir. tu noi yci btn 
mentioned by eilhct Tourttrnd or Audubon In tbe furm «f Uie bill, iu tigurr. 
Attd mode of Uvi&k, it much rrscmblts (he nutcracker; antv the noslrib arc ftOE 
COvvnd wllb br1»l]r«, \\\f rhrw lA the py ami rmw. but Up i|uiip lirr au the (arc 
put of th« ikia ol Ih* now, ITirflpfB/hj «i«»fo'»( wrncj out (urthct than in nitti- 
inifti, Ai tti* birJ scffins to Joini ■ mw genus, I tall ii. from ikc ftboi't-inpatioDod 
pcL-ulUufty, Cyvmurhinus cyann crptutita. — Maxhuliam- 
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tbe grvater part of our luggage was WPt through. The rain 
faftd ceased, and a bleak wind chilled our wet lirobn; as &oon, 
therefore, as we had baled out the greater part of the water, 
wc hastened to proceed on our voyage. When we approached 
the Gate of the Stone Walls, the sun was just rising behind 
that interesting opening. Some numerous herds of ante- 
lopes and bighorns looked down from tbe singular sand -atone 
walls on Ihc early disturbers of their repose. We would 
gladly have f^ne in pursuit of these animals, in order to ob- 
tain £ome game; but it wins high time to ascertain tbe dam- 
age done by the water When the sun had risen a little 
higher, we landed on the south bank, and made a large fire, 
for which we took the wood of an old Indian hunting-hut, in 
a wcMxi of tall poplars. Our drenched buifolo robes and 
blankets were brought on shore to dry, and I discovered, to 
my great regret, that the pretty striped squirrel {Tarmas 
quadriviuoiu^j Say)^ which I had hoped to bring alive lo 
Europe, was drowned in ilscage* Morrin, who rambled in 
the neighbouring wood with his rifle, wliile breakfast was 
getting ready, killed a fine skunk with a shoC^ which did 
not differ from those in Pennsylvania. 

After slopping about an hour, during which time wc had 
warmed and refreshed ourselves with coffee and meat, wc 
proceeded, and at half-past nine reached the commencement 
of the Stone Walls, properly so called, the last black towcr- 
likc rock of which, on the north bank, first met the eye. 
At any other time I should have been again highly interested 
by the remarkable features of this spot; but now I was 
extremely impatient to know the extent of our loss. Num- 
bers of wild sheep were everywhere seen ; but the still more 
numerous colonies of swallows had retired at the toming 
of autumn, and, instead of these, we saw flocks of magpies 
on the mountains* We gave chase in vain to a couple of 
very large elks. At half-past eleven we passed the mouth of 
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SlonewaU Creek, and lay to about aoo paces above, at the 
steep declivity of the prairie on the U****] north bank. As 
the sun DOW shone with ccmsidcrable power, we hastened 
completely to unload lh« boat, to opern and unpack all the 
chests and trunks, one by one. How'grieved were we to 
find all our clothes, books, collections, some mathemadcal 
instruments, in a worti, all our effects, cntirrly wet and 
soaked. The cheats were^ for the moat part, open in all 
the joints, and quite useless; but what afflicted me the most, 
was ray fine botanical collection o! Ihc Upper Missouri, 
made with labour and expense of time, which I could not 
DOW put into dry paper, and which therefore^ was^ for the 
most part, lost, as well as the Indian leather dresses, which 
became mouldy. Wc had now no resource but to remain 
where wc were lill most of our things were dried; a most 
disagreeable necessity. A tari^ spot of the prairie wa^ 
covered with our scattered effects, and a wind arising 
caused some disorder among our goods, and wc were 
obliged to lake caie that nothing might he la"*!. My pxten- 
ave herbarium had to be laid, on account of the wind, 
under the shelter of the eminences of a small lateral ravine, 
which took mc the whole day^ and yet all the plants became 
Hack and mouldy. 

At this place, Mcrrin killed, lor the use of our kitchen, a 
deer {Ctfvus macroiis), which had already assumed its grey 
under coat. This kind of deer is dislinguishrd and wi-11 
known by its long ears, which are especially remarkable in 
the female.**' WTien the flesh was cooked, we all wrapped 
ourselves in our blankets, and lay down to sleep on the Wgh 
bank of the river, while two persons constantly kept guard, 
and were relieved every two hours. I had to keep watch 
with Thiebaut from nine to eleven o'clocki which was not 
an unpleasant time, as the night was warm and still, and 

^^ 5«a p. lag for illutrilioD of hcuT of CtrifVt tmterolis.^ Es>. 
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rather moonlight. A deer crossed ihe river preity near us, 
as it began to dawn, but nobody &r^, in order not to 
make any unncccaaary [389J noise. We remained at this 
place till nearly evening on the i6th of September, Hap- 
pily for us the sun was again very warm, and, combined 
with the wind, saved a part of our cSeets. 

After our cooking was Enishcd, and all the chests put on 
bomtl a^ainj we cunlinued our voyage, pa&sod the Citadel 
Rock, to which we bid adieu for ever, not without regret; 
saw wolves, wild sheep, and a multitude of bats, the latter 
of which flew rapidly over the bright mirror of the river, and 
halted for the night at a sandy Qal below a high bank, where 
I had the first watch. While the remainder of the company 
lay on the ground, wrapped in t^eir blankets, and sunk 
in deep sleep, I amused myself with contemplating the gTx>- 
tesque ghost-like formation of the white sand-stone of the 
Stone W^alls, amidst the howling of the wolve% and the mel- 
ancholy note of the owl {Sirix Virginianm). 

The next morning (i 7th September) we passed rapidly 
through the Gale of the Stone Walls^ where the wonders 
described in a preceding; chapter passed us as in a dream. 
They would, perhaps, have left but an indistinct and grad- 
UElly fading impression, had not the skilful hand of the 
draughtsman rescued them from oblivion. Only trappers 
(beaver hunters) and the atgagis of the Fur Company some- 
times look with indifference on these inlc^^sting scenes of 
nature, the value of which few of them can appreciate; the 
greater number esteem a few dollars above all the wonders 
of the Rocky Mountains. Towards right o'clock we pre- 
pared our breakfast in a prairie on the northern bank, and 
wanned our benumbed linihs, while herds of buffaloes were 
grazing on the hills. On the beach we saw the track of a 
lor^ bear, and of many stags, elks» and buffaloes. Eagles, 
ravens, crows, and magpies flew about the river. At ten 
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o'clock wc reached the place where, on our journey up the 
rivrr, wc had met the Gros Voilrca des Prairies; now we 
did not see a Ih-ing creature —a most striking; contrast! 
Towards noon wc were at the flat, extensive prairie &t the 
mouth of Judith River, which we passed at twelve oVJork. 
Large herd* of buffaloes were feeding here,*" which wo did 
not disturb, because we conjectured that there were Indians 
in the neighbourhood, and therefore proceeded very cau* 
tiously. Large buffalo bulls s^-am hacJtw?irds and forwards 
across the river, very near us; we did not, however, fire at 
them- The flesh of these animals is, besides, not good at 
this season. A little further down wc again saw, on the 
north bank, a herd of several hundred bulls, cows, and calves. 
The bellowing of the bulls was incessant, and we lay to at 
a sandy island, covered with poplar and willow thickets, in 
order to surprise them, in which, however, we did not cn- 



"Tltc Amfckui buff&[a or bban hu been Mipposcd to be, £f ool IdenlEol, 
wry ntirly jitln, 10 the biain {wiata nr nAr), whldi mill fidatft In RuMf»; but, 
trom iJlthAi I kitowof ihr lalt<r, tbr tvn> »iumaJs appear (& m» o larat rwoc^niitrl^ 
diflnrnl sprdn' Tbc Amriican bufTolo U cbkn^tcdicd hy lU luir And tobuj^ 
1u hrmA !■ wry Lirgi*, Bnrl li urrifd low, lu QPck ihartp ilv within v«y hLgh. Uie 
lorv put Cif the bcxjy coIomiJ &ad lH«iid« the buk partt in proponion, imall nnd 
W0il, ibc tul ndwr thi>rl, very imuoth, wilh slicvt bai/s. und ■ tuft at tlir end, 
Donng t\w summer momlu. thr hr^d, riu^k, ihnuldvn, Iotp pan 0I ihe Indv, and 
dii^A. till behind the ahoiJrtcr blcidc, arc covprv4 wLth bng« biLir, which ihore 
lcaK«. Aiid b IioumLcd by n slriclJy dc&iiE:d tine fforn Ihc hinder pAitof the body, 
rfae hair oF which fa short Jtndnnoolh, rooking^ allogplheT. like a thfim poodle. Thp 
forchcikd nnd uppei port of the bea4 hive smooth haLr From tweJw to eigbtvcn 
inche* loi>£r j^^d thiil on Ibc forr Lrga ta cqttAll.v lonj. hiLnginf doivji tu the midfllc 
fif thf fthlA4 tn iht winter the hair of ihtf hinder par' fi( (h« brirly ii nth« lon^r, 
vith * thicker fr>o] dndtrr It. 

The prinu. repmcnliug the wiKut or luhr of the Poles, whkh la still to be 
found in th« loml of UlnlovriP/a, rvpTTKbl [hat ■nimul xt vvty diQrrvnt from the 
AiEcncan bu9aki. Tbe lifurt |[lvcnby Bajrtnuj (T*b, XXI-) rtprcMQta ibc httAata 
bull 3ii yr^TB iiliU willjuut nny Ujiig li&ir^ and ku dors Tab, XX,, where the luirof (he 
(onbefld (if the AtnencAn bufhiln 14 twlve incbu V^o^ And The beMrd tian^ dovn 
(o* firtrftT ten|;;lh, In \hcac And other prints there u no Iodji hair on the fore t?jcsi 
while the I4II, in BojflDUs'a prifits. hiu much (oa^i hidr Uun Ih4l of the AmchcAU 
ukimjil. None rt( Ehera h»ve ihc long hair im the fow pwi of the body, nor ihe 
ailrif ily dc^«d Limit of ihis lon^r hur-— Maxiiulian, 
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tirdy succeed. Morrin, indeed, crept softly amongst the 
herd, but was obliged to firt as he Uy on the ground, and 
missed his aim three times. As we could not get a cow, we 
were forced to be content with a bull, which Morrin shot, 
a little further down, out of a small herd of t^-cnty-fotir. 
We might ca.'dly have killed more of these animals, for, after 
the shot was fired, they were so frightened, that they ran 
about in confusion, without observing their enemy. We 
took the flesh of the bull that was killed, and at half-past 
five lay to above Dauphin *s Rapid, to dress our meat. At 
this place Monrin shot a couple of [a^] female bij^homs, 
which gave us a change of diet. We afterwards passed the 
rapid without accident in the twilight, and lay to below it, 
on the south bank, making no noise, and without a fire. 
While I was keeping watch I saw, at ten o'clock, a splendid 
meteor, or aurora borealis, partly obscured by clouds. A 
long stripe of bright white, extending from cast to west, 
was very dearly defined, and separated from the horizon. 
Tlie phenomenon continued for about an hour, when the sky 
became covered with clouds, and rain fell. Meantime the 
wolves had been quarrdltng on the opposite bank, as [ 
Infeired from theii loud howling. 

The following day (the iSth] led us through the remark- 
able valley of the Mauvaises Tcrres. Unfortunately we had, 
on this day. a bleak (old wind on our backs, which frightened 
away the numerous Wghoras, elks, and many herds of buf- 
faloes thai were'gra^ng on both sides of the river, in the little 
prairies covered with artemisia, at the foot of the steep, bare 
eminences. The wind enabled them to ^ccnl our approach 
at a tonadcrable distance, as soon as our boat got into a bend 
of the river, and we often landed in vain lo add to our stock 
of provisions. On this occaaon we had many amusing scenes. 
A herd of twelve elks passed the river before usi the last 
was a large stag with colossaJ horns, this being ihe nildag 
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seasoD of these animals. The herds of buffaloes were some- 
times thrown into the greatest confusion and consternation 
when we came too near them: they galloped along the bankf 
and when they were tired of this, the>' turned into a lateral 
ravine, where we saw the^c heavy animals ascend the high 
steep mountains. It often appeared inconceivable how these 
colossal masses could make their way up the steep naked 
walls. Sometimes, however, they were obliged to turn bock, 
and we intercepted the only way to the river They wrre 
then frequently compelled to gallop along the narrow beach 
near to our boat, which, being carried rapidly down the 
stream, gave us frequent opportunities of overtaking them, 
and we might easily have killed several of them, but, as they 
were almost all bulls, we let Ihem escape unmolested.'" 

About ten o'clock we lay to» on the north bank, at a wild 
prairie, beniimbed by the cold wind, and warmed ourselves. 
Amorg the Canadian pines the note of the little tree frog 
was still very loud in ihis cold weather. At two in the after- 
noon we reached the mouth of Winchers Creek, near which 
a large herd of buffaloes was grazing; in fact, we had seen, 
on this day, many thousands of these animals in the Mau- 
vaises Terres, where, as we went up the river, all was still 
and dead. This was a sign that there were no Indians in 
these parts; they had, doubtless, been hunting in the prairies. 
and driven these animals away. We saw everywhere buf- 
faloes in herds, or in small parties, which gave much variety 
to our voyage. As wc were rapidly carried down by the 
current} in a turn of the river, we suddenly saw a herd of 
at least 150 buffaloes, quite near to us, standing on a sand 
bank in the river. The bulls, bellowing, drove the cows 
along; many were in motion, [291J and some standing and 
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drinkirg. It was a most interrsting scene. My people 
laid aside their oars, and lei the boal glide noiselessly along 
within a short rifle-shot of the herd, which look no notice 
of us, doubtless taking our boat for a mass of drifting timber* 
Scarcely sixty paces Further down, there was, on a sand bank, 
a troop of six dks, with a large stap, which covered one of 
the animals three times in our presence. We saw him lay 
bis horns on his back when he uttered his singular whistling 
cry.^" A slag, which stood on the steep bank, 100 paces 
lo^H.'r dowtif*at length got scent of us, and galloped away, 
which made the elks and tnifFaloes aware that an enemy was 
near, on which they aU took flight with the utmost precipi- 
tation. Mr, Bodmer has givL'n a very faithful represen- 
tation of this scenc.^" The gn^at number of wild animals, 
buffaloes, elks, bighorns, and antelopes, which we saw oa 
this day, afforded us much entertainment Wc checked, 
on this occasion, our s|M>rting proi>ensities, thai wr might 
be able better to observe those interesting animals, in which 
wc perfectly succeeded. 

Wc had reached Lewis and Clarke's Tea Island, to which 
we had giwn the name of Elk Island, and where, on our 
voyage up, we had found plenty of game. I landed Morria 
and Drcidoppcl on the upper end, to go in quest of game: 
the rest of us proceeded down towards the lower end,' where 
we fitoppcd to cook. BufTalcx^ and elks had crossed the 
river before us, and w« heard the noise they made in the water 
at a con^erabk distance. The island was covered with 
lofty tites, and, in many places, with tall plants^ especially 
artunlsla, but bad many grassy and open spots, and we 

■■TWet7 altt# nuk «U. fa thr rvHir« Buan, ii vwy tii^ar, aMmmm 
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found on it five buffaloes, and several troops of elks and 
Viiginian deer- A while wolf looked at us from the opposite 
bank, and the great cranes flew slowly and heavily before 
us. Our fire soon blazed in the forest, and Morrin brought 
in some game, which affordwl us a goot! MifUx^r, Whil(^ It 
was getting ready, we rambled about the island, and heard 
in all directions the bellowing of the buf!alo bulls, and the 
whistling of the elks. 1 found the rutting places of tlie latter 
in the liigh gr^ss, but soon returned to the fire, as the cry 
of the owi warned us of the approach of night. On con- 
sideration we judged this place to be ill suited for our night ^3 
quarters, as we might easily have been surprised by the In- 
dians; we, therefore, went on board again^ as soon as the 
meat was dressed, and continued our voyage, in the bright 
moonlight, till near nine o'clock. The evening was warm 
and pleasant. We often hearrl the noise made by the buf- 
faloes crossing the river. The forests on the bank to the 
right and left resounded with the whistling of the elks, alter- 
nating with the howling of the wolves; and the shrill cry 
of the ow! completed the nocturnal chorus of the wilder- 
ness- Our blankets and buffalo robes, which were still wet, 
froze during the night, as we had lain down on the strand 
by the river-sidc, where we had a cold, uncomfortable [293] 
couch. The manner in which we passed these nights was 
not calculated to afford any very refreshing sleep; for, to 
be ready, in case of alarm, we could never venture to undress, 
but lay down in a buffalo skin and a blanket^ and the same to 
cover us, with our loaded guns under the blanket to keLp 
them dry. We were pretty safe from a surprise, two persons 
always keeping watch, relieved every two hours. 

On the 19th of September we set out early; a fog roM; 
from the river, and we sat wrapped up in our cloaks, quite 
benumbed with cold, while the whistling cry of the elks was 
beard oU around us. Five females of tliis species, followed 
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by a proud ^lag^ swam through the riv(T Ijcfore us; we fired 
too BOon^ on which the stag turned round; the animals came 
near us, and thereby aSorded on opportunity to fire with 
cStct; one of the animals was wounded, but proceeded on 
its way, and wc did not get possession of it. At ihc moment, 
when the other animals sought to reach the bank, another 
noble stag appeared, which stopped at the distance of fifty 
pace*!, and uttered a loud cry. I quickly threw off my doak, 
and took, my rifle; but at that moment my pilot, Morrin, 
fired his long piece, and the stag fell. We immediately lay 
to, ascended the steep bank, and were astonished at finding 
a most magnificent stag of twenty antlers stretched on the 
^ound. I immediately took the measure of the gigantic 
animal, and found the horns, from the head to the point of 
the uppermost antler, in a straight line, four feet one inch; 
the weight of both homs, sawn oR at the head, was twenty- 
six pounds. The colour of the stag in this autumnal season 
was very beautiful : the whole body of a pale yellowish brown ; 
the head, neck, the under aide of the belly and extremities, 
a dark blackish-brown, which looked very hantisome, e^ 
pecially at a distance. We soon had an excellent fire in the 
thick forest, which revived our chiUed htnbs. Breakfast 
was quickly got ready, and the enjoyment of it was much 
enhanced by our success. The stag was cut up, and the 
beautifu! skin prepared entire for the zoological collection,*'* 
which gave us ftill employment till dinner-time. Meantime 
our beds and other baggage, which had been wetted by the 
nun, were dried, the sun shining pretty bright. 

When our work was finished, the boat was again loaded, 
and we put off from the bank. After the shot we had fired, 
the cry or whisUc of the elks had ceased ; but wc saw several 

™ Uu&jrtuiitbslT, tbii £nc Ala, mY1z\x, with much tJouUp, I ^t up to Fori 
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of Ihosc animaU, and also buffaloes, flying in diSercnt direc- 
tions. A little lower down we saw (he fine deer killeH hy 
Drddoppely banging on the drift-wood, but the stream car- 
ried us too rapidly for us to think of taking it. We often 
saw the black watcr-hcn (Fuiica Americana) and the magpie; 
ard wounded some buETaloes, but did not stop to take thcm^ 
because they did not immediately fall. Soon after four in 
the afternoon, tlie stags began again to whistle, and, amidst 
this strange concert, wc came, after five o'clock, to the place 
where we had fastened to a tree in the forest [293] the skele- 
loo of the bear shot by Doucette, I landed full of hopes, 
and wc proceeded into the thick, shady forest; but, alas! 
not a trace of the skeletun was to be found, except a few 
fragments of bone. The surrounding bushes and the high 
grass had been trodden down by the wolves and bears, the 
rope had been lorn, the skeleton pulled down, and it had 
wholly vanished. The marks of the bears' daws were evi- 
dent on the bark of the tree, and all our searching in the 
solitude of this forest was fruitless; we found nothing, and 
my hopes were entirely disappointed. We had the same 
ill fortune with some bears' h^ads which wc had left a litOe 
further down; and I now regretted that I had not kept those 
interesting specimens. When evening came, bats flew 
about over the river, and eagles and falcons appeared on 
the bank. As soon as twilight commenced, we pnxeeded 
softly and cautiously down the river. Our boat gUded noise- 
lessly along, while profound silence, which was seldom inter- 
rupted, reigned in the extensive vrildcmess that surrounded 
us, and in the dark forests on the banks. Man naturally 
seeks and lakes pleasure in the sight of his fellows; but we 
were very glad that there were no human beings here be- 
sides ourselves. We continued our [voyage for a long time 
by moonlight; but the dark shadows of the banks were dan* 
gerous, for the water dashed and foamed against the visible 
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And inrisible snags, which it required the greatest care to 
avoid. It was fortunate for us that Aforrin was a very good 
pilot, who was well acquainted with the Missouri- We 
passed the night on the flat sandy beach, where we might 
have been betrayed by the disagreeable roaring of our bears. 
Those who kept watch hud the pleasure of seeing a fine 
aurora borealis, which continued for half an hour in all its 
splendour. 

On the following morning (the aoth of September), wc 
were again benumbed with cold. Very early we saw a large 
bear, which was pursued without success^ A large herd of 
t}u9alocs being found in a favourable situation, Morrin and 
Drridoppel landed to approach them behind the willow thick- 
ets, and they succeeded in killing two fat cows, which fur- 
nished us with an ample supply of excellent meat. The 
immense horns of an elk, fixed at the head of the boat, the 
mteen antlers of which were all hung with joints of meat, 
had a singular appearance. These provisions sometimes 
procured us a visit from the forward magpies, which, without 
the least shyness, perched on the stem of the boat, and 
uttered their note, which is quite different from that of the 
European magpie. This magpie is a droll Urd, much more 
so than those of Europe, and often diverted us by its imper- 
tjnencc. Wc saw some numerous flocks of small birds setting 
out on their autumnal migration, and I observed, among 
others, a flock of the beautiful bluefinch {Fnng. amoena), 
which flew across the river. At noon we lay to at an old 
poplar grove to prepare our dinner* BuSaloe^ and elks 
were very numerous at this place, and we might hav^ shot 
several of them had we not thought it prudent to avoid all 
unnecessary noise. After we had enriched our coUectionSt 
at some places on the bank, with very beautiful impres^ons 
of shells, all of which were, unfortunately, lost in the sequel, 
I lay to for the night about a mile above the [^94] mouth of 
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Musdeshcll River, Tleir, loo, there were numbers of im- 
pressions of shells and baculites^ of which we collected 
a great many. Having reached Muscleshell River early 
the next morning (the 21st of September), I stopped, in 
order to look for the rema^rkably large horns of an elk, which 
Mr. Mitchell had seen here the year before, and found to 
mc4Lsurc above five feet. Accompanied by Dreidoppcl, I 
went two miles up the river, which was narrow and shallow; 
its banks were thickly grown with poplars, and the boni^ 
of buSaloes and elks were everywhere scattered aboutn We 
followed a path trodden by the buffaloes along the bank of 
the rivCT. A small praiiie, covered with artemisia and sar- 
cobatus, joined the chain of hills beyond the forest. This 
was the place where the great stag's horns had lain, but we 
did not find them. A little further on, a high steep wall 
formed the right bank of the river, and here we found a 
great number of those animal remains of the ancient world, 
to which the name of baculites has been given, and which 
arc met with in most parts near the Upper Missouri. Wc 
returned to oux boat, loaded with these valuable specimens, 
and immediately continued our voyage. Provisions were 
soon obtained from a numerous herd of buffaloes standing 
on the bank : a shot from our boat killed a calf. We imme- 
diately lay to, and, following (he bloody truce, found the 
animal dead in the grove of poplars- It was of a dark brown 
colour, the nose and muzzle rather lighter; its horns were 
just sprouting. Out firing, and the smell of the meat while 
breakfast was jireparing, immediately attracted the wolves- 
Wc soon heard them howling in the vicinity, and, in 3 short 
time, saw them assembling on a sand bank on the other side 
of the river. Twelve of them, of diiTerent colours and azes, 
hiid galloped up on bearing the shot, stopped a moment and 
looked at us, then turned back for a short distance, lay do^n 
or s^ted themselves^ and entertained us with a concert of 
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their sweet voices. Some of them were quite white, others 
rather grey on the back, many very old and corpulent, others 
small, young, and slender. 

We left this place aboLt nine o'clock, and, mlh the help 
oi my skilful pilot, passed, without accident, some parts of 
the river which were full of snags. The foliage of the pop- 
lar woods was now quite yellow^ espedally that of the j'oung 
trees. A few swallows were still to be seen; the red-tailed 
woodpecker and the magpie were frequent in these parts. 
We saw some very lar^ male elks, many Virginian deer, 
and buffaloes; some of the latter were rolling on their backs 
in the parched prairie, making the dust Qy in clouds. Niun- 
bcrs of wolves were seen the whole day, doubtless attracted 
by the scent of the pieces of meat that were hung up about the 
boat. Herds of buffaloes were likewise met with, which we 
often overtook as they were swimming in the river, but did 
not fire at them; there were also large troops of elks, among 
which were some slags of extraordinary size. This gnat 
abundance of wild animals was a very satisfaaory proof 
to us that the Indians were at a distance from this part of 
the river. The weather had been> on the whole, very favour- 
able; on this day it had been very warm, but the evening 
was rather cool. The people laid aside their oars, and suf- 
fered the boat to drift down the stream. A solemn silence 
[295] prevailed in the vast solitary wilderness, where Nature, 
in all her savage grandeur, reigned supreme. Not a breath 
of air was stirring; buffaloes were quietly grazing on the 
sidc^ of the hills, and even my bears lay still, after a fresh 
beti of poplar branches had been made for them: nobody 
Spoke a word; it seemed as if we were involuntarily led by 
the impres^ons made by the scene, at the solemn evening 
hour, to give way to serious contemplation, for which there 
was ample matter. It was our constant caution to let our 
boat glide silently along in the evening, because it was 
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necessary, at that time, to be more on our guard against 
Ihe Indians, who arc said, generally, to return lo their tents 
in the evening- We passed to-day, alter dark^ ihe White 
Casd^s, which have been mentioned before, and much re- 
gretted not having once more seen these extraordinary for- 
mationSf below which we lay to. We enjoyed a remarkably 
fire, quiet o^oonlight night. 

Our voyage, early the following morning faand of 
September), was very pleasant and interesting. A herd of 
buffaloes raised a great cloud of dust in their Bight, and it 
seemed that they must be pursued by the Indians. King- 
fishers, which we had not seen in our progress up the river, 
were now pretty numerous on all these banks; and when 
wc lay to aX eight o'clock to get our breakfast ready, the 
note of the little tree frog, with which I did not become 
acquainted, was heard among the wormwood bushes. We 
often passed what are called Indian forts, and our people 
generally looked very anxiously lo see if they were occupied, 
which, luckily for us, was nowhere the case. My Canadians 
were so timid that they did not venture to speak loud, and, 
if we stopped for a moment, ihey tesdfied, by their restless 
gestures, their apprehensions and their impatience. At half- 
past eleven o'clock, between Muscleshell and Milk Rivers, 
wc passed the Half way P)Tamid/" which lay to the south 
of us. During the whole day we saw many buffaloes and 
elks, and a skunk on the bank, which escaped us, and a 
small flock of the hooping crane, one of the finest birds of 
North America, which was on its flight to warmer regions. 
The moon shone with exlraordinaiy splendour when we 
lay to for the night, while the howling of the wolves and the 
whistle of the elks were heard al! around. At half-past nine 
there was a fine aurora borcalis, at first ot)3curcd by clouds, 
then blazing up, and coruscating, in lofty columns. The 

*** See plate &81 ia the Kra(iip»nri>i& •iLba, out volimie ay^ Ed« 
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aighl was not disagreeably cool, anf) the following morning 
(the 33rd) was fine and pleasant; but so violent a wind soon 
arose, that we were compelled to lie to at (he prairie near 
& poplar wood. Wc look this opportunity of drying our 
damp baggage in the wind, st-lting a watch in the prairie, 
that we might not be suipriscd by the Indians. During 
this time a great bear came out of the ^iliow bushes, and 
ST^am directly towards us, acro^ the river; we had already 
posted ourselves behind some trees io receive bim with a 
volley at his coming on shore, when^ perhaps, he perceived 
the smelt of our boat, lying near the bank, and, to our no 
small chagrin, quietly turned back. He had scarcely readied 
the thicket on the other side, when a large male elk apijeared 
at the same place, and continued, for a long time, to graze 
undisttirbcd. [296] In the prairie near us no other animals 
were seen, except large grasshoppers, two inches long, which 
had black wings edged with white; at first we took them 
for butterflies, but those more delicate flower hunters had 
already disappeared before the breath of autumn. It was 
not till five o^ock that the wind abated so as to allow us 
to proceed. We were entertained by the loud whistle of 
the elks, many of which were lying in the river to cool thonv 
advcs. Morrin wounded a young deer at a great distEncc» 
and we immediately Ktw a wolf go after it, which, doubtless^ 
soon put an end to the poor animal. Our bivouac for the 
night was lighted by an aurora borealis, which occurred 
almost every evcningj the weather at the same time being 
warm and pleasant. 

We reached the mouth of Big-Dry River by eight o'clock 
the next morning, just after wc had shot from our boat a 
male elk, of twelve branches, whose boms we took away, 
but were obh'ged, to our great regret, to leave the carcase 
(or the wolves. We saw herds of anlclopes, and numerotia 
flocki of prairie hens, which were sitting on the snags in the 
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river- Autumn had already tingi-d the foliage with various 
colours. We did not indeed set- here the scaritt stag*5-horn 
sumach (Rfuts typkinum}^ but a couple of other spedes of 
that gmus wrifj in some drgref , stihslitutes for (hat colour. 
At half p3£t two in th« afternoon, we passed near the mouth 
of Milk Kivcr, where yvc remarked great numbers of bears, 
elks, deer, and wolves on the bank, and son^ wild geese 
and sandpipers on the strand. At the place where we killed 
the three bears, on our voyage up the river, wc now found 
numerous elks; magpies, blackbirds, and the great prairie 
larks abounded. We saw to-day several beaver dens, and 
counted twenty-seven in all from Fort Mc Kenzie to Fort 
Union. Early on the fcllowin^ morning, the 35th of Sep- 
tember, we passed the Riviere Bourbeusc/** Morrin had just 
before shot a very fal elk^ which affordwl us a j^ood breakfast, 
80 that we did not leave this place till eleven o'clock. To- 
wards three oVlock such a violent storm arose, that we has 
tencd to secure our hcavily-laden boat on the bank, behind 
a snag: (his was 400 or 500 paces from the spot where the 
keel-boat was wrecked the year before. The bank was very 
steep, and on the summit there was a wood of poplars with 
an undergrowth of symphoria. The storm increased in 
violence to such a degree (hat it seemed as if it would throw 
down the trees on our hcadg; and it brought clouds of dust 
from the opposite sand hanks into our forest, 90 that the 
air was darkened. Sparrowhawks, ravens^ crows, and black- 
birds, look refuge in the recesses of the forest; a herd of 
antelopes had also sought protection at the skirts of the wood, 
and we observed the buck pursue and drive back any of 
the females ihal atlemptcd to leave the herd. We built 

** HjuifEuliui <kc3 mil ipeak uf (bi* itrcaiu in 4KCfldl»( the fifti. U cnJftbt 
baftV^Qf ftm coal^n ntnmrg inU> the Miitu>uri hrlnv rhr Riouih of Milk Rinr, 
la wbkh t)b« tttm Ririhc BourbeuM (mir^) xnighl *cl) lie Applied. L«vii uid 
Ckrk c4ikiJ Ibdc Big 4nd Little Diy Cntl. ukI Uiilv Drj Bir<r> la (ooto- 
dUinniAa ro Big 1)17 Rivtr, hban the mouih of the Milk. — Eix. 
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ourselves a fort m the Indian fashion, of Irunlcs of trees and 
branchcfi, where wc took up our lodging for the night, when 
wc could scarcely hear the cry of Ihe elka or the growling 
of a bear (or the roaring of the storm. Towards morning, 
on the j6th, Ihe storm abated, and allowed us to proceed 
on our voya^e^ so ihat by daybreak we reached Mr. Milch- 
ell's Petit Fort, of which the prairie hens had taken pos- 
sesion/" Swans and ducks {Anas boschas et sponsa) [297] 
finiTTtated the river, and flocks of the little finch were flying 
about on the bank. In ihe evening we had a heavy rain, 
and our bivouac was very uncomfortable; after mounting 
guard for a couple of hours, wc had to lie down under our 
buffalo skins and Wankets, which were wel through, and 
rose in the morning thoroughly chilled and benumbed. 

About eleven in the morning of the 27lh of September* 
wc reached the Prairie i la Come de Cerf.'*" The sky was 
overcast, the weather very cool, and about noon it began to 
rain so heavily, that we lay to at a lofiy wood !o seek for 
shelter, but were soon wet through while wc were erecting a 
slight wooden covering against ihe torrents of rain, which we 
covered with our skins and blankets. Of half a dozen deer 
which we met with in the neighbourhood we killed one, the 
ficsh of which refreshed and strengthened us. The unfavour- 
abli^ weather continued till midnight, and the storm till the 
morning of the iSth of September, when our thoroughly 
soaked effects were brought on board about nine o'clock, 
and wc continued our voyage. The wind blew bleak and 
unpleasant the whale day: we saw many kingfishers on the 
bank, and on the shoals in the river, the avosei (Recurvirostra 
Americana), which, with its strange, tumcd-up bill, sought 

" For tha furl uxl ;hc ttiDCkitig of Ibc kcclboat tttich led lo its cRctiaa, act 
^"^ PP' J<Ji 40' — RO' 

** Thii pT«mr, Dfi the muLh Ivuik i>f ifac Mi»oufi u dminrO by Ihr iiLroUQ 
QOV knoirn « l^lk Fnihr Cnrlc» thr lir^l cutuktenble aJfluem above Two TliOU* 
Mod Milci or tUd W4CCT CivdE^ EO- 
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its food in the mud, or the shallow water. We soot came 
to the nidCf apparently desolate chain of hills that extends 
to Fort Union, proceeded (ill one o'doclc in ihe morning, 
and iheCf cold and benumbed, lay to at a sand bank^ when 
those especially whose turn it was to keep watch had no 
very enviable lot. Cranes awoke at the same time as wc 
did, early in the nioniing of the 29th, and row.* with loud 
cries in the misty air. We were stifl with cold^ till the sun, 
a3 he rose higher in the heavens, wanned us a little. About 
nine o'clock wc lay to at the sandy coast before the forest, 
on the $outh bank, kindled a fire, and prepared breakfast — 
a bles^ng which only those can appreciate, who, like us, 
have been long exposed to bad v^eathcr, cold, wet, storms, 
and privations of every kind. It was high time for us to 
reach Fort Union, for our most necessary provisions were 
exhausted, and. in another day, we should have been de- 
prived of the comfort of coffee, which wc should have felt 
more than all the rest. A large deer but lately had his lair 
very near us, and, perhaps, we had disturbed him; wc, how- 
ever, had no time at present to go in pursuit of him, for it 
was ncccssaiy to arrange our dress, which was completely 
disordered, and make ourselves a little decent, be/ore we 
could show ourselves In society- The busint^ss of the toilet 
took us no little time; so that it was twelve o'clock before 
we could act out for Fort Union, where wc arrived safe at 
one o'clock, after an absence of about three months. 




CHAPTER XXn 



BlOOim USTDENTK AT PORT DffTOV, nOH SKPTEHBER ftQTH TO 
OCTOBER y>TS 

Prrsmi Sinxalbn of Fan Union — Attsence of Mr. Mc Kenzlr — News 
of Iht Battle ai F'Ttri Mc Keiiije — Buffalo Running —Fori WtUlimr 
a fjcw SctilciuGiit cf Messrs Soubktlc And OimpbcU — Appearance 
of the Couniry In Autumn — Fambe among ih*? In<lian» — Tbercle' 
bralcd Crtc Ma^^dxin, Mahsettc -Kuinab [U S&rtnurU) — Arrival of 
kvctaI AMinib>>in5, xn<i of Ajanjan (Gcnml Jackson), &<, — Famuh- 
«d IncUaa Dc^— Ftch^kAh (the Vk'hUe Buffalo Covr) — An Asstm- 
belo Chief, UaiScUb'ToDfichcnlh, with hb War Pany —Skeleton of & 
Maatodon— VHrner \lew of the Pi&iric — Hunger of Uic Uoraca — 
Pre|mniions for our Departure. 

The appearance of the country about Fori Dnion had 
muchchanf^smccouT visit in the month of July> At that 
time there was a numerous body of Indians here; now wc 
saw only one tent, inh&l^ted by a hiilf Blackfoot. The whole 
prairie was naked, dr>\ and withered: the plants wtrrr id 
seed, whidi were dien covered with flowers; the woods had 
put on their >'cllow tint; the river was shallow, narrow, and 
full of sand liank-s; the mornings and c^Tmngs were chilly, 
the nEghts cold. Changes had also taken place in the fort 
itself. Mr Mc Kenzie, with more than twenty men, had 
gone down the river to the Little Missouri; he was expected 
heclc in about tiAY) month:;; and there were now only alxiut 
fifty person^fi in the Ton. Mr. Hamilton, who received us 
in a ^-ery friendly manner, had the direction of the place 
duritig the abacnce of Mr. Mc Kcnae^ and had under bJm 
three dcrks, Messrs, Chardon, Draseau, and Moncrcvier."' 

** FnJicW A, Caudon had livrd unoci|[ th* OcifC kr mMtry jeui «ad kltr 
vattrad tbr AjankAa F«a CEOipuj'm taB^krf. la i$iJ be in* at f«fft Cbffc 
vrlira the tutmma utiird wtth i—H par abaud. He kdDMtH. %tttt wanaiiQ t^ 
IrndUm t^ioMi «jq>T> «oainf«vd tm Ahu* ud «m kft fior douL but bur 
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The people were employed on various buildings and im- 
provements. In particular, very slrorg new pickets were 
placed round the fort, with a basis of brickwork. A var^* 
handsome solid powder magazine, of hewn stone, which 
was capable of containing 50,000 lbs. of powder, was com- 
pleted.'" Mr. [300] Hamilton allowcxl my chests to be 
opened in the vciy light spacious loft of the governor's 
house, in order completely to dry my things, which were 
still damp. A well-lighted and pleasant apartment likewise 
enabl<xl us to continue our employments during our four 
weeks* slay. 

News of the battle at Fort Mc Kenaie had been brought, 
on the (3th of Scplcmber, hy the Asfianiboins on their re- 
tiim, Dechamp had brought the honics that were sent from 
Fort Mc Kenzie, without accident, to Fort Union. He had 

jCEDi-Ertd- la jfi4j he vu duacn ^o aiwcecd ColbcrUon M Foil McKtOAJt, ftod 
fbne perpetrated thr mauflcre which teri lo (he nhandonTncnl of thai pour And ihe 
building of ForlCtundonnE Jadilh Kivn (un notoi ; i itnd75.diiJr. }>f>,7o. S7), Wb*i> 
CulbcrtwD rrtUTBvd to th« BWItfovt Xtniiotj (184^], Ch&rdoQ nru Knttos loiroi 
p«L FklVlur fdond htm >l Port Certhok] in ifUH, where he died Ln tlinf yeu. 

J. H. BnucjLU bclDn^ffd lo tha pn'mJornl Creole iitrniiy uf Ihat nune in St. 
Louif, who rtrmcned ihJtEicf from Kukukia bcfom j;^'- ^'^ cntvicd tbc fur- 
irnde «bcw( \%y> and nu for many yt%Tt upon both :hr VrllcwstonPH BhiTP thm 
were indiDg-hoiua cxUed by hi* came, and the upper Miuouil. He tnally «a- 
Wed the lludson'ji Bay Company, uul in Ihc summer uf iSs^ wju niA \'y iIk Eart 
of Soulhefik at EdmooUin, where he ^ve thai nubleman miirh irfrtmiAtlun nin- 
cemlnf; AmrEicaii conditions in the fiur-tmdF^ See Soulbok, Svka$tkrvan ntuf 
tht Rpcky Momniaitv {Etliahuvfth, 1875). BnucAU aliouU jiul be Li^nTuKd vrjtli 
ilw Migro n| ihc SBfne nfcme, fre<]ucniry mcntrsncd by I-iuT>pot«ir 

Accovdjaic to the ac<~oiiiiL oi hia rind clerk* Larpratcur (inr Jourtuii, i, p. 76), 
JCftA B^pfUcc Montmfvlei uaa cUHhorgrd Irom the tompany*! employ In iSi.*;. 
U« «w, howfver, wiih crulbenmn at Van I'nlor in 1^43, at the time of Auduton'i 
tWl See ^ iu/ti£(in ffhl hii ionrao/i, imlci. — Ed, 

** On ihD 4th of F<bruar/< iS3>, there wu a gtT»t fire al Fori Uolon^ vhli^h 
wouJd luvc coniplelcly dolnjyed it, if h bftd rommtinicated to the puwdcr maga- 
dne. In which therr were 2,0C0 Iba. of powder, The btillrJItiBB on ibr xrat tide 
(ft¥e rooton) fwr* burnt; »w pUnka. and i.oco dried buftalo tHn^urt, errvH M 
fwl lo ibc fiir- Ad rase wind farlunalely kept Ihc dama from the poirdcT 
oupilibf^ The juhiiidr-i wctt imnedUrely cui awaj. and the meal «orc* Mved, 
Soon allCT (^ fire 174 rrm vrre felled, and the new paJiAadn nerc put upon lb« 
i^ of FcbnuvT'— M^XUILIAN. 
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bem followed by some of ihr Oro5 Ventrt^, whom he, how- 
ever, contrived lo keep at a distance. When he crossed the 
ri^-cr to Fort Union, the Asaniboins who were there called 
to him '* to take care of himself, else he would be shot, for 
he hail disabled many of their people;" to which he an- 
swered," that he was not afraid; that Ihey should take care 
of themselves; for» as they had attacked the fort, every 
brave man had to defend himself." He then landed boklly, 
and met with nothing unpleasant. His relations and his 
wife (a Crec) were assembled here, who said to him, " that he 
had nothing to fear from them, but that he must be od his 
guard against the other Indians." He replied, " that he did 
not fear oi:)en violence, but that he must expect secret 
treachery." We had scarcely been a couple of days at Fort 
Union, when some Ojibua Indians arrived, who announced 
that more of their tribe would follow."* They were rather 
mean-looking people, but strongly built, with their hair 
hanging down to the shoulders, and not very different from 
the Crccs. They were, for the most part, covered with 
blankets. 

The nation of the Ojtbuas, generally called, by the Knglishf 
Chippcways, and by the French, SauteursJ" inhabits the 
whole extensive tract of country between Lake Superior, 

^ Tlic CUppcnra COjIbwi) a» llic Lugcsi &nd cncAt impvrtftat bruich of the 
Alpinqulan funily. Tht^ weit St^i mcl by rulj Frrrdi cipbrrts in the urifth^ 
borb'Wd of Hjiult ^iv. Mahc; bencc their French App«IJauon ot Sautivun* wbjrb 
jjrsdiiKllT (iLcnJcil \v (lie rucirc nibc- Tbcir b«bJul wu thr rcj^oQ oJ l^Xt 
Suppfior \i\<\ \t\e hrAcfwaiert of the Mi^saippi, alihougfa baads like (be one here 
mtntloiwd f7w;ueBtIy niogrd much iarihw twrftlwirf, Th*y partidpaled io Pon- 
(Sac'i C<mApirAcy (176^^ bat grwiuBlly becaice reconciled to Briliob otid after- 
tt«rdi 10 Amcriawi rule. A IflrgE number of this tribe yci live an rparrvaiiofifl 
in MichJgu, Wiicocisin. jind Minoewtbp with Tani,y btndi ia Ooiano *nd the 
Cuudiaa KorthivraE. F01 tlu bat published history of dua tribe, ooiuuJt W. W, 
WuTCC uid Edward J. McNdU, " WKjosy cjf the Qjibway," in J/innnoia HU- 
teriiiJ Coii^cUfmi, v. — Ed. 

^*' Mui( Amerlcfln nufhoTi wilTr lhi» FrmcK nitin*! iftfOfTKlly: fnr InnEKiiitv 
S&utouT tit SuLjlpotu. Mi Kiflg Ukewiw dos. See tdi Journey with Ciploia liick 
to Ihc FrntKn Oetmot V<^ L p. 3*, «od Va, tt. p. m— MaxihilloIh 
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the Red River, the Assiniboiji River, and, ftnttcr north, 
about Lake Winnipeg, the Lake of the Wcxxla, fifc. They 
are a very numerous, vigorous, and warlike nation, but 
divided into several small, scattered companies. An 
estimate of their number was given by Fikc/" but others 
have since been attempted; and, in the uew history of the 
Indian tribes of Korth America, by Mc Kenney and Hall,"' 
they are reckoned at 15,000 souls. 

They speak the Algonquin language, which is likewise 
thai of the Nipissings, Ottawas. Knistenaux, or Crees, and 
Other tribes. The French formerly gave different names 
to all those tittle bands of one and the same nation, and 
thereby caused great confusion in the history of those 
people. Trifling diversities in the language are met with in 
each of these Indian tribes, living apart from each other. 
The Algonquin language is said, however, to be very 
complete and rich, and is spread over the whole country 
aboLt the narthem lakes. Many terms, cunent in (he 
United States, arc derived from this language, t, g, squaw, 
mocca^, wigwam, &c."" 



^** MctjmilUn ben dtu a autemcnt oE Gcncnd Zcbuloa U- Ptk«, quoted la 

vSii).— Ed. 

"• Th;« work, rnthW UiUfry p} tlu iniii^n Trih*t */ Strih Amtrim [Phik- 
^Iphiftt 1536-44) U chiefly compmed ol « xiU* of bloj^iiifJilre of famouA IndJta 
chicfi. [lluttTittd t^ mi.riy pUif^ fpom jurmlii ^iiliire daaoyfA by firr) In the 
pcfiKssioD tA Ibc war daputmcnl 3I WanHington. It dcrivnl iti vu^e f»m ihe 
fict thai Cijltjr^l Thomu L- Mt,EcaiifV, tfm oi the joint aulhon. had been u£Gd^r 
ONUWCtcd itlLh Thp Indian dry^irtm^nl lor inBiiy ynn* serving ni suprrinrrrifj^nt 
ef tToIted Suia irofle with ihc laditu (1S16-34}, *D<i in rbuge od the buivu 
vf luduji Affiiii foj^unicod 1814).'— EC 

■" On iti% mihJKt see Sfhoolfrafr's N^mtiw of m EipHirion ui Tiu^a lake, 
Aac,, 1V54, pp' 9J, 94» i44f t^t. t6g. 9iy, ind Tutner's LLIe unung iht tndin-iu. 
when tbcTT lire tn»rty putkuUn rcipecting ihi: mtioa, (hrir Ungutgr, vnd imtu-a 
diftruifn- In Gourrncir Cta't F.T[w<fiEioa. p, iii, Srboolrmfi llkrvri^ sjvAk> 
«l Uu burogljplijc chtHcim oE the Ojibuu in ihe forttt, Ifc OOier dFcum- 
stAntTftl acoounti uc given by McRcnnc; (Tour la ihc Lokcj, p^ }iB), vfho <!«•■ 
Hcribo the btrch canoctt and glra a pocra od the vubjfct. Schodcnft thicks ih«t 
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(301] As the hunters of the fort generally wenl out 
twice in a week to replenish our stock of meal^ I resolved to 
accompany them, ajid join in the chose of the buflalo on 
horseback. On the iilh of October^ aflcr breakfasting 
earlier than U5ualj the hnrsc_s were sent, in a targe boat, 
across the Missouri, The weather was pleasant; at half- 
past seven the thcnnornctcr was at 40^, and in the after- 
noon at 6ji^. We t&ndcd in a lofty forest of poplar, ash, 
negundo, and rim, with a thick undergrowth of symphoria, 
roses covered with beautiful red blossom, and buflalo 
berries, which had then ripe ted (rtiit. Here we collected 
the horses and mules, of which we had eighteen, loaded 
them, and warmed ourselves a little while at a fire. Our 
party consisted of Mr. Bodmer, Chardon, and myself, and 
the half-Indian hunters, Dcchamp, Marccllais, and Joseph 
Basilc,'*' a negro slave bslonging to Mr. Mc Kenzie^ with 
three or four more who led the horses that were to cany 
the meat. We soon proceeded on our expedition; and, as 
wc rode along, were amused by the cheerful and enterprising 
Chardon, who had lived long among the Osages, and was 
able to give the most authentic information respecting that 
people, and the Indians in general. Listening to his 

ihc CUrblun idi^on would be cisilv pro^M^Ecd jimoiLg Lhc OjUjujui, bccnusc Uicy 
do nol worship lhc aitn kdcI moon, nor h^vc any other fmaginBry gcKla» Imli Ihfjr 
have their medidnM, u vr^il] oa ihr other Miwouri Indians, nnd Monedo (Mumio) 
IB (>oiLud?r«l by thrm as lhc GrcML Spirit (SfbotiLmfi) LtK- d( p. 66), Warden 
{Vol, III. p. 4^0) iay% " Tht ChipprwnyK ire deugnalHl, in diffrrcnl puts of the 
CtMlatrr. \yf different namca, u Crces, Otlawu, Sm-,*' vrhidv properly speaking, ift 
fnconect, for llicy «ll s^tcak iht Alguiuiuin UnKUBgc AtnVLiinK la this tvihijs 
{Vnl, nr, p, 541). ihow Indiuu arr mnre pu«illi>nlni<iijc in thdr dLtpt^lfi^n t)un 
tht SiouK, Cre«t, tnd otbcr ItiImb; but Ihe very nvene U the okx, d we may be- 
Ikw IIlc C«nadlbfu, whu»e ilnlEiuent). on thl» pujit. 1 louod everywbcn tu ogrec- 
Oood urounu of the srvfraJ trlbcA ol [h« Ojlbuu. and Ihdr abode, are given ia 
Majot UiD^'i 'IVavels ta the wuree of St. Peter'* Riv«, Vot 11- pp. iji, 15a- — 

'" Thii ttunt tiigagt tiuuird toj Audubon ia iS«j, See AvJubm and kit 
JomntaU. ii. pp. qj. ^a-ioj.— En. 
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animated descriptions, his commimications relative to the 
Indian languagets, alterriating with Indian song:^ and the 
war-whoop, we passed through the forest, then across a 
meadow, where a few isolated bushes grew, and where we 
raised a covey of prairie hens; and then over a chain of 
hiJISj where we followed a beaten path. Skeletons of buf* 
bloes, nearly cndrc, and numbers of &kuUs, which might 
have furnished many an ostcological cabinet, lay scattered 
around. The hitSs seemed to consist of a whitish sand-stone, 
with a laytT of clay over it; and, here and iherr, they 
exhibited some singular forms, but not to be compared with 
those already mentioned, when speaking of the Stone Walls. 
From the summit of the chain of hills we had a fine view 
of ihe valley of the Missouri- On xh,^. further side runs a 
whitish chain of hills, with their singular angles and ravines, 
before them the yellow prairie, with its orange-coloured 
woods of poplar and ash on the banks, where Fort Union 
appears: on this side of the wood were dark stripes of 
lAishes, and lai^c forest treeSi the reddish or brown bark 
of which contrasted with the yellow foliage of the poplars; 
at our feet were the whitiah-grcy sand-stone hills, and the 
greyish-brown eminences covered with dry grass, and dark 
green cedars, under which was the grassy plain, with its 
silvery green shrubs, [302] When we had ridden some 
miles, we found the prairie was more and moa- level, that 
is, it became a Rcntly undulating plain, traversed by low 
hills, which, at the distance of a couple of miles, generally 
bounded the horizon, and when we had reached them, we 
had a similar uniform prospect. The whole is grey and 
dry, without diversity, covered with dry low plants, which 
yet afTord food to numerous herds of the large heavy buf- 
faloes. Here and there small hollows, in which there is 
rather more moisture, cross the prairie, and here some 
water-plantfi and grasses grow: in the spring and winter 
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there is running OT stagnanl water in them, which is 
generally salt- At this time the ground was, in many places, 
entirely covered wilh Glauber salt, which U collected for use, 
and of which there is a considerable slock at ForC Union. 
Lewis and Clarke frequently observed this white deposit on 
the bankfi of the Missouri. In the moister parts of the prairie, 
where there was more vegetation, we saw a small flock of 
Krds of the species numenius, or charadrius. Among 
the plants there were whole tracts covered with dwarf rose 
bushes, about a foot high; some species of solidago and aster, 
with bunches of whitish flowers, and snake-root (Galardui 
bicdor). The wolf, the prairie fox, and the striped squirrel, 
ore found In these prairies. 

We proceeded in quick trot and gallop across the prairie, 
where the larks flew up before us, and ravens and crows 
appeared in great numbers. A few buffaloes that we saw 
at a distance did not induce us to slop, for wc had twenly 
miles to ride before we could think of the chase. Towards 
noon we came lo a little creek, called La Rivifere aujc Tortues, 
meandering through a meadow, a hill on the north side of 
which protected us from the wind. Here we halted a little, 
the baggage was taken off the horses, and they were left 
to graze, while a &re of buffalo dung was kindled, and a 
duck roasted, which had been shot by a Half-breed, who had 
hastened on before us. The creek was parUy dry^ with high 
grass growing in it; but there were still some shallow pools, 
where a beautiful tortoise, resembling Emys pkta, lived- 
After resting for some time, we proceeded over gentle hills 
till about five in the afternoon, when we came to a pretty 
considerable hill, beyond which herds of buffalot-s are 
usually met wilh. Before we reached the summit, we 
crossed a small ravine, where we found a spring of cool 
dear water, which refreshed us greatly. The ravine itself 
is filled wilh a narrow strip of ash, elm^ and maple, between 
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tufte of roses, tnrd-chcrry, and other species, entwined by 
Ihc cicmatb. 

When wc reached the top of the hilij wc examined with 
the telescope the extensive plain, and perceived some small 
groups of buffaloes, four, five, or auc together, the most nu- 
merous of which we resolved to attack. The ]>ack-horses 
followed slowly, and the hunters proceeded, in quick trot, 
to a hollow between two hills, where wc saw the ammda 
at no girat distance on our left hand. With our pieces rejvdy 
lo fire, we made a regular cavalry charge on the heavy ani- 
mals, which, however, galloped away at a pretty brisk rate- 
The horsemen divided, and pursued the bulls, which were 
partly shot by the practised marksmen, and partly wounded 
by the others; these were pursued, and did not fall till many 
shot had been fired at them. I h&d followed a wounded 
(303] bull into the ravine, and three of us repeatedly fired at 
him He often put himself in a threatening altitude, and 
even pursued us for ten or twenty paces, but, in such cases, 
it 15 easy to avoid him, and the frightened animal immcdi- 
ately took to flight again as ^oon as we halt»]. At length, 
after twenty shot, perhaps, had been fired at him, his 
strength failed t and he sunk down. 

The Half breed and the Indians are so skilful in this kind 
of hunting on horseback, that they seldom have to fire sev- 
eral times at a buffalo. They do not put the gun lo their 
shoulder, but extend both arms, and fire in this unusual 
manner as soon as they arc within ten or fifteen paces of the 
animal. They are incredibly quick in loading; far they put 
no wadding to the charge, but let the ball (of which ihey 
generally have several in their mouth) run down to the pow- 
der, where it slicks, and is immediately discharged- With 
this rapid mode of firing these himlers of the prairie soon 
make a terrible slaughter in a herd of buffaloes- Tn the pres- 
ent case, the whole of the little herd of buffaloes was killed : 
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nine bulls lay on the field, and our hunters had dispersed in 
such a manner tha^C we had not a little trouble to collect our 
whole party. I had separated from the rest, rode for some 
miles over low eminences, and^ at length, when it was get- 
ting duflk, met with Marncllais who had killed a buffalo."* 
Here, loo, I found Mr. Bodmcr, who took a sketch of the 
animal that wa£ killed. We rode back to the ravine, and 
endeavoured to kindle a fire of buffalo dung in this place 
of general rendezvous; the wind was bleak, and we could 
not make our fire burn brif^ht. There was no wood al all; 
but we threw fat and marrow bones into the fire, by way 
of fuel. Some meat was roasted as well as the circumstances 
|K*rmfUed; and when we were going fn lie down lo rest, it 
appeared that my portable bed, of buffalo skins and blankets, 
had been forgotten. 'ITiis was no very pleasant discovery, 
for the wind was raw, the fire bad, and the rain falling; how- 
ever, the hunters, who were quite uscxi to such bivouacs, 
gave mc a part of their blankets, and we slept very com- 
fortably. 

On the 1 2th of October we breakfasted on roast meat and 
buQ^Io marrow; the horses were collected and saddled, and 
the flesh of the buffaloes fastened to the pack-saddles. Eigh- 
teen years before I had had my mules collected in the same 
manner in the Campos of Brazil, when I wanted to continues 
my journey; but in that beautiful and warm country, where 
nature is so grand and so rich, the bivouacs in the forest 
arc more cheerful and pleasant, and form a striking con- 
trast to the melancholy life in the prairies, where you have 
to suffer so many privations. We rode rapidly forward, and 
halted at noon, in the bed of a dried up stream, in order to 
rest, and lake some rtfrcshmentp About four milc^ from 
Fort Union, our half-breed Indians found the fresh Irat^e* of 
an Indian war party, who had, probably, observed us in the 

** S» PUM 64r in llic accompanyinf allui our volume xxv, — Eo. 
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prairie^ and might have cut o9 our retreat in the only path 
among the hills and rarines to the banks; we th(?refore put 
spurs to our horses, and rode the whole way at full gallop, 
so ihat wc were mucli onl of brvath when wc arrived at the 
bank opposite the fori. We hastened to cross the river, and 
the pack-horses, with [304] the meat, arrived soon after. A 
bleak, disagreciible wind had prevailed the whole day, the 
temperature, at noon, being only 61**, We, therefore, en* 
joyed the evening in conversation with Mr. Hamilton, by the 
fireside, o\tx a giaaa of punch, which beverage was our daily 
refreshment during our four weeks* slay at Fort Union, I 
obtained from Mr, Hamilton much information relative to 
the country in which we now were; and he read to us an 
interesting MS, which he had composed, respecting the life 
of Glass, the beaver hunter, written down from his own words 
a fihort time before he was shot, with two of his companions, 
by the Arikkaras. A man of the name of Gardner, who 
afterwards happened to meet with these Indians, killed 
two of them with his own hand, and I received the scalp of 
one of them, as a present, during my stay in the fort> Mr. 
Hamilton intended to have this hfc printed.'" 

As early al the 16th of October a truly wintry wind blew 
in the prairie; the temperature was only 46** at noon. On 
the following day the ground was thickly co\*ered with snow; 
and, at eight o'clock in the morning, the mercury had fallen 
to 39**. We paid several visits to Fort William, a new 

" Tbc bdrcntuna oS Hugh Clnas appear ta btivc been pan of the current Lratii' 
lioa UDong Waicm hualcrS' Scvcnl ncnuDtB wcfc pubUabcd, but not apiiar- 
«fi\\y thU oi HAmiZton. Contalf Tkt Partfaiio. lix (or mili), p. it^\ P. S. Cooke. 
Seetwt timt A4^9U9ire3 inthr UnH^S»iat3 A^my^ (PhUaddphid, 1857), pp^ 155-1*^; 
R, B. Sdiic. Rtfiky \foii*kiiit Life (Goslan, iB<jo)4 pp^ 159, 160- TtieJ«ltci claimed 
thai (ptflV HTBt ttd\ hvjnj in Tius — an «vi(frn( trrur- Fdi whal is known of hie 
Itle ace ouf voturoc nilp p. a^Aj note 9^$, abridged fn>m ChillcDdcA, Fvt-Tntd*, \\, 
pp. 66^06- 

Jchntfm C^prrlntr vu a noted fntf-trappcr of the rDOunvalfii, for whotn Gud}- 
pvt }Ui-«ri of Yrllowslone Pvk, wud aaraed. Spe his fuf-irade tccoQitia Id Chit- 
tendcii, 9p tU., iii. pp- 9ti'^44< — ^°- 
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settlement, founded by Messrs. Soublelte"' and Campbell, 
oppo&itc the mouth of the Yeltow Stone, which was not 
yet entirely surrounded with palisades. Mr. Campbell, 
who residCTi tlierpT gave us a very friendly recepricn. and 
afterwards visited us at Fort Union-"* I often walked 
along the banks of the Missouri to Fort William, in 
agreeable conversation with Mr. Hamilton, and received, 
from Mr. Campbell, much information respecting liis r^- 
dence and travels in the Rocky Mountains. The remainder 
of our time wc employed in excursions in the prairies. 

The appearance of the country differed, in many respects, 
from what we bad found it on our preceding visit. Thr 

'" For Wllir<ni Sublrtte «r our volume idx. p, *ii, fin(e 55 (Grrgg). TTie 
fnrt ni-iDed for tiio wu on the site of the mililary post of Kort SuTord, abaut i-vtn 
mJlo below the mcuthof VcUowsTonc River, on thf nCiTEb tank of ihc MUSOUIJ- 
Tbe site was cfaosrn bdeI building begun by Campbell'^ i^aftj (Atigusi 7<j. 'Sj3)i 
who kwd came thither Itart* Uie Green River rendefvuufl via the Bighcra uid Yel- 
bintObC' Th? poal wu only nuuniAincd undl chc (ullowiog junr , wticn iU owncn 
b>td oai la Uip AmericaD Fur Compnny^. Stf f\i1[ d«uk [d iJirpeMettr'J /ovttutit 
pp. 51-1^7- For u tim? this pUcc was a drpendeiK^ of Fort Union; but in 184.* 
WM rr-uUbtuhcd by a new fiim u Fori Mortimer- Audubon riaiicd it Ircqucallr 
during hli Journey of 1S4J, Two yean lain- ihp Atnr!hran Fur Companf A^n 
bou^t cut (he ofipotitJoa. Recniuu of old Fort WlUiom diIhIqJ uniiE the budding 
of t^K miliiaiT post cf Fciri Buford C18G6}- — £a. 

^' Robert Cnrapbell waa bom (1S04) in Councj Tyronfl» Ireland. Emigrating 
to AmcHca> ht Uvnl for a brief tithr in FML&drlplila. but luniing wcsiwaid teALhcd 
Si' LouLfi tame time in the yrti r8T4 The fo^fowing yfxr, hf a phyucian'i advicf. 
be viaited ihc grat plairu io icojdi of health, And having rccupenUcd, cvbArkcd 
In tbe fur-Uade with Gcneia] Ashlry. upua mhoac retircjuenl (about 1850) CafD|> 
bell became a prcmEnenl f>»rtr»r af ihe Rocky Mounlain Fur Company- His parb- 
nerihip niih Sublette lasted through sevcriJ yeus. It iru ia the yur of Mad' 
(DflUn'i \Uit USii) Out (he new Dim eniered icio c<xnpcUtiL>n with the Aiocricui 
Fur CaiQpany upon the upp^ Mtauuri About T&35 Campbell withdrew from 
pcnonal lupcrvisioo of the InCeTior trading partic-s, and aeltled in St- Louis, wbere 
he brcuiLi.' a proinineDt tncithsnt ^nd baiihct^ He wia brgrly iiatruincntiJ in 
prwflotiriK the Tr>lurt«T movement in Misw»iirt ii The outbreak of the Mejican 
Wftfi personaJly atiperiniending ihe equipment and ptrparntion ol regicncnt*. 
Cun|>bc]i fias wrll nnd favcrably known throufffaoul the West, wh^rc bi« draugliU 
wpre ar(«pled as readily a£ these of the Unlfed SlBta goveminent Tbe laFter 
employed him u commifisioner fn Indian ncgotifltions — ia iSji with Falbcc De 
Snietf «nd o^n in lSOo- Hi> gencrasty and luMpit«lity wtrv widtly noied^ He 
died at hb St. Ijiuia home in iR^g.— Eo. 
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forests were tinged with yellow, or other varied hues; large 
Sights of Uackbirds, and numbers of ravens, crows» and 
magpies, were flying ftlorg the skirts of the woods; thrushes 
were departing in small cnmpanics, and some species of 
fmchcs still animated the thorny bushes; the yellow gold- 
finch had already put on its winter dress* In the bteak 
prairie we found the prairie hens singly, or in small docks, 
whose cro|)s were full of the red berries of the low rose 
bushes. The cactus was still green, but the fruit was with- 
ered. These plants bear the winter of this climate, which 
is often severe, extremely well; but their joints generally 
become wrinkled, and are often frozen, but the roots always 
produce new shoots. Flocks of ducks and wild geese were 
in the river, and on the lakes, for instance, one near the 
mouth of the Yellow Stone, there were always great numbers 
of water fowl. Our hunters often resorted thilher, and re- 
ttimed heavily laden with wild geese, ducks, and musk-rat£. 
The cranes and pelicans passed in large flocks, and Antoine* 
the negro, killed many of Ihcm, The little squirrels were 
no longer seen iii the prairies, having retired for their winter 
sleep; but we perceived, at the mouth of their burrows, that 
they had taken in a quantity of prairie grass. The wolves 
now came very near to the fort, and prowled round it, even 
in the daytime, so that^ while 1 was there, one of [305] them 
was shot from the gate of (he fort. Troops of thirty or forty 
antelopes now came nearer to the Missouri, but it seems an 
cstaggeration to say, as Mr. Warden "* does, that the herds 
of these animals consist of several hundreds. The little 
prairie fox was so hungry, and, therefore, so lame, that it 
often visited the environs of the fort, and we found these 
pretty little animals among the circles of turf which were 
left on the removal of the Indian tents. Here they renoained 
in the daytime, and at nightfall came to look for the remains 

^ Fw Wanka m our volujoe juil> p. itij» ootc 6j.^Ed. 
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of provisions in the neighbourhood of ihc buildings. Our 
dogs frequently pursued them, but their extreme swiftness 
enabled them to escape, and nrtrcat to their burrows, where 
the)' were easily caught by setting snares- The amphibious 
animals had» for the most part, crept underground. The 
workmen employed in setting (he palisades of the new forlj 
dug up several snakes of the beautiful variety, Coluber proxi- 
mus (Say), which I have already mentioned. 

As there were now but very few Indians in the vicinity, 
the wild animals were not disturbed. However, those rest- 
less hunters of the prairie gradually arrived, and put an end 
to our monotonous way of Ufe. When the first tents were 
set up, I look the opportunity of making myself acquainted 
wilh the mcxlc in which they dressed their skins, and dis- 
covered what I had not previously known. They scisped 
the skins very quickly and perfectly with their tooth instni 
ments, threw away the first shavings, but preserved those 
beneath, which they boiled in waler and ate. We learned 
that, during our absence, the A&sinlboins had made peace 
with the Manitaries, Their principal chief, Uahktahno (the 
killer), had concluded a convention with the Gros Ventres 
themselves; but such treaties are seldom of long duration. 
Severa] Cree Indians arrived at Fort Union, among whom 
was the celebrated medicine man, or conjuror, Mahsctte- 
Kuinab (le sonmint), whose portrait Mr. Bodmer took with 
great difficulty, because he could not get him to sit still.'" 
He was suffering severely from an aSection of the eyes; com- 
plained of his poverty, and wanted to borrow a horse, prom* 
ising to pay for it at a future time. This man is highly 
respected among his countrymen, because his incantations 
are said to be ver)' efficacious; and even the engages of the 
Company firmly believe in such mummeries. They relate 
wonderful anecdotes of this Indian. " Often," say thcy^ 

" Sec Flute a. In ihc Accompanying aUu, out vdumc xvr-^ Ei>> 
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" he has caii5«d a small tent to be covered with sktns and 
blankets, and closely shut, he himself having his arms and 
hands bound, and being fastened to a stoke, his whole body 
doficly muffled up. Some time afterwards, sounds of drums, 
and the schischtkuf, were heard; the whole lent be^An to 
tremble and &hake; the voices of bears, buffaloes, and other 
animalSt were heard; and the Indians bdieved that the evil 
spirit had come down. When the lent was afterwards 
opened^ the conjuror was found fastened and bound as 
before, and he related what he had leami from the spirit 
whom he had intcrrc^lcd." 'l*hc Canadians and Indians 
affirm, that his predictions invariably come to pass; and 
it would have been in vain to attempt to convince these 
superstitious people of the contrary^ On one occasion it 
was said, that Ix Sonnant was at Fort Clarke, where all 
persons present witnessed his jxrrformances, He tcJd 
[306] tbenif beforehand, that a horseman would arrive 
upon a grey horse, and be killed; and not long afterwards 
some Chaycnne Indians arrivrd, of whom one^ riding a 
grey honse, was taken and killed. This circumstance is 
still quoted as a proof that Le Sonnant has intercourse 
with supernatural powers. His medicine or charm, which 
the enchanter upon such occasions wears ujxin his head, is 
the skin stripped off the head of a bear. So much is 
certain, that many of these Indian jugglers are very dextrous 
in sleight-of-hand, and, by their adroitness and artful 
tricks, know how (c deceive the ignorant multitude. 

On the 20th of October several distinguished men of the 
Assiniboins arrived at the fort, among whom were Ajanjan 
(the son of the taU Frenchman), generally called General 
Jackson; Manlo-Uitkatt (the mad bear); Huh-Jiob (the 
wounded foot); all three tall, handsome men. Ajanjan, as 
we were told, was not to be trusted. He showed us, on his 
body, the scars of several wounds, such as of an arrow in his 
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breast, and a mu^et ball in his ann. The handsomest of 
Ihc three warriors was the Mad Bear The upper [wirt of 
his face was painted red, his chin and tower part of the face 
black, and his breast strongly marked with black tattooed 
stripes, while on the upper arm and wrist he wore bright 
metal armlets; his dress was, on the whole, extremely hand- 
some. All these people were Stone Indians (Gens dc Roche), 
Scvcral Assiniboins, whom we had not seen before, arri\'ed 
successively, so that, on the aist. General Jackson, with 
twenty-thrwr of his warriors, was able to make his entry in 
due form into the fort- They advanced in a line, and were 
conducted to the Indian apartment, where thoy smoked 
their pipes. Among Ihem was a man wearing his winter 
dress, having on his head a badger's skin, by way of cap, 
and gloves, which are very rare among the Indians. His 
name was Pasesick-Kaskutau (nothing but gunpowder)^ 
and Mr. BoHmer took an admirable fuU-tength portrait of 
him. Many women arrived with their loaded dogs, and I 
never saw such miserable, starved animals. Their backs 
were quite bent, and they could hardly walk, yet they were 
cruelly beaten. One of ihem was lame, and could not go 
on, and at every blow the poor animal howled most lament- 
ably; another, quite starved, fell down dead near the tent- 
The Indians themselves frequently suffer hunger, and their 
dogs, of course, suffer still more; so that the poultry in the 
fort was in constant danger. Many of these dogs were 
very handsomely marked; a pale yellow, with greyish-blue, 
or blackish stripes; there were some of all colours* 

The Indians at this time fared very well with us; for the 
opposition of Fort William, in our neighbourhood, induced 
our people to pay them higher prices for their goods, in order 
to draw them away. Endeavours were made by each party 
to outdo the other in entertaining them, in which the more 
powerful and firmly established American Fur Company 
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could hold out the longest. The Induns who came to us 
had, generally, been already trcalcd at Fort William; they 
were, therefore, extremely mcriy, and itieir singing and beat- 
ing the drum were incessant. A tall chief, Pteh-Skah (the 
white cow), visited us> and a very good portrait was taken 
of him. His [507] face was charactcri2cd by a long nose, 
his hair smrarcd with day, and his summer robe painted of 
variegated colours. This chief was commended as a roan 
thoroughly to be depended upon. When the portrait was 
finished he received a small present. On seeing our slock 
of snuff, which was laid out to dry, he frequently exclaimi'd 
withdehght,**Oh! howmuch! Howmuch!^* Helbendrcw 
out a bottle containing brandy, and drank some, on taking 
leave, intending to cross the Missouri on this day to hunt 
buflTaloes. The good humour and merriment of the Indians 
was increased by the circumstance, that a clerk of the Com- 
pany bought a wife of them, for whom he paid the value 
of about 250 dollars. The relations sal in a circle round 
the fire, roasting, eating, and drinking, and kept up their 
noisy mirth and revelry, with'loud music, till late at night. 
Se^'craJ beaver hunters arrived, among whom was (he Cree 
Indian, Piah-Sukah-Ketutt (the speaking thunder), who is 
engaged as a hunter in the service of the Company. He 
brought me a part of the skin of the head of an original,'" 
which he had killed on the \rilk River, and affirmed that 
he had there found the entire skeleton of a colossal serpent. 
A part of a tooth which he brought proved that these bones 
belonged to a fossil mastodon, which, unluckily, was at ton 
great a distance for me to be able to go and examine il> 
He said that he had broken the head to pieces, in order to 
obtain the piece of the^'tooth, Mr, Bodmcr drew a very 
good portrait o( this Oee in his Indian drcs^ <uh] likewise 

"" " Ori^nji] *" is (be French- Cmui'limTi Icrm fnr llif mooM (Crvnf AU^i^w, 

Uojse were found in noithnn MoDtano until mrnt y«Lra— -En. 
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of a woman of that nation, who was married to the hunter 
Ikchamp.^** 

In this nmnncr wc continued to employ ourselves^ and 
were somrtimrs agrtvably mtemipted by thr arrival of trtsh 
Indians. On the a^th of October^ a party of twenly-four 
warriors arrived, who, as usual in such cases, were meanly 
dressed; some had painted their faces blacky others red- 
Most of them wore leather caps, or an old piece of skin over 
Iheir heads, and carried on their backs small bundles con- 
taining their cRocts — pieces of meat, generally a pair of 
shoes, and a large quantlly of the piant Arbutus uva ursif 
as a substitute for tobacco. Most of them wore wolf's skins. 
Their arms consisted of lances ornamented with feathers, a 
gun in its case, and bows and arrows on their shoulders. 
The chief of this savage band was Uatschin-Tonshenih (the 
fool); and there was among them a young Indian, whom 
his father, Uitchasta-Juta (the cannibal^ a chief much de- 
voted to the Company, and who lived at the distance of 
six days' journey), had sent to Mr. Mc Kenzie, to inform 
him that a war party of the As^niboJns was approaching, 
with the intention of stealing the horses belonging to the 
fort, and warning him to lake the necessary precautions, lie 
(urther informed him, that another cliief^ the Knife-holder,*'* 
being offended on account of the battle at Fort Mc Kenzie 
had gone northwards with a hundred tents to the English, 
in order to trade with the Hudson's Bay Company, The 
young man added, that he had several other messages, but 
that he had forgotten them by the way, as the journey was 
so long. The inlention of this war party to do some injuiy 
to the Manitaries was no agrwable news for tis travellers^ 

"^ S« Plate 65, in ifar accomt«njinj£ hiImi our volume rKV#— £p^ 

'^ This 1b the some chief mrntiou^i Jn iMo (>«, aMe, p. 147; hv wu luu^y 
called TduLtlLft w Gaudic {iht Itti-handcd). oae ot his ouno bdii^ Vuu-boh (Lhe 
miin iliiti hai \ht knit*)'— Ei>- 
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because, in our voyage [308] down (he river, we should have 
to take that ver>^ direction. As Mr. McKenaie would soon 
return to Fort Pierre, it was mtiinatod to the leader, thiit it 
would be advisable to go another way with his people; for, 
if he met the travellers, his young people might, perhaps, 
be tempted to steal the horses- The Indian immediately 
expressed his willingness to follow this advice* Most of the 
Assiniboins now gradually withdrew, and only a couple of 
tents remained near the fori, so that the prairie, already naked 
and desolate, was scarcely animated by a living creature, 
except that a hungry wolf or dog sometimes prowled about 
in search of food. The forests, too, had entirely lost their 
foliage; a cold wind swept the country; and, as early as 
the 27th of October, we had a heavy fall of snow, and the 
cold was so intense, that we did not willingly leave the fire- 
flde- On the following day the weather was again bright, 
calm, and cold, and the forest thickly covered with hoar frost. 
We now, for the first time, saw the prairie in its winter dress; 
all was drear and cheerless; only the smoke of the fires of the 
men that guarded the horses rose in the distant horizon. 
The horses couid now find no food, except the bark of the 
poplar trees, and appeared to be quite ravenous; for, during 
(he night, when ihey were always driven into the fort, they 
completely gnawed off the oil paint on the wooden palisades. 
The four weeks that I lived at Fort Union passed rapidly 
aft'ay, to which (he agreeable conversation of Mr. tlamilCon, 
a well-informed Englishman, gready contributed/" Every 
evening we formed a cirde round the fire, where the con- 
versation turned as well on our distant native land as on 
the wildernesses of America. As the lime for our departure 
approached, the necessary preparations were made. I had 
exchanged my boat, which was too small, for a larger one, 
which was old and in bad condition, but which Mr. Hamil- 

■*' Fo£ biid aitcidi cf Uvollton »ce our voloiiw jcntt p* 3741 note 350.— 'Eb. 
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Ion quickly had repaired. Mr. Chardon had caused a slonc 
hearth lo be fixed in this bottt,|but we were obliged to remove 
it, as it proved too heavy, A deck or covering of Indian tent 
skins was \tui up a^ *i proteclion agjiinst the wealher. The 
people whom I obtained from the Company for this voyage, 
were, besides my steersman. Henry Morrin, four Canadians, 
two of whom were inexperienced young men, Mr, Ham- 
ilton had the kindDess lo provide us with many necessaries 
and comforts, I shall always be grateful to him for his 
friendliness, and remember, with pleasure, Ihc time passed 
at Fort Union. We took a cordial farewell of our obli^ng 
and courteous hosi, and of Mr, Chardon, who had likewise 
given himself much trouble for my accommodadon^ 
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CH-'IPTER XXin 

VOYAOE nU>ll fi>KT OlOON TO FOftT CLARUl, TIEOll CCTODCK jcmi TO 

NovncnKR 8th 

lAst Visit to Fort William— Flakes of Ice in the Missoiiri— Bad Con- 
djtinn of our Lcirder — Relief from this Distress — Mr, Qodmer 
misses hh Wiy b the Foreit — Loss of our Geologiotl Collection* 
— Conical Red Hilla — Dep&rtvire of the Antelopes — Tamcncsa of 
the Magpies — De^tniclion of the Woods by the Severs — Esia|je 
of a Visir from the Indians— Winter VflUge of the Maititcmet — 
Unexpected Meeting with Dougherty and Charbonncau — The M^ni- 
lari Chief, Lachpiui-Sirisli — The Fontaine Rouge, willj ihc PHri- 
fied Treei — Visit lo the Tent of Pare-Flfiche- Rouge — Arxival At 
Fort Clarke. 

On the ^olh of Oclobcr, the weather being fine, wc left 
Fort Union, and stopped for a moment at Fort William^ 
(q)posite the mouth of the Yellow Stone, to take leave of Mr. 
Campbell. The thicket of willows on the steep bank of the 
river had been cut down, in order lo open a view to the yd 
unfinished fort, which is about 300 paces from the bank. Mr. 
Campbell presented me with some specimens of natural his- 
tory*, and furnished me with cigars, of which wc had long 
been deprived; ihcy really arr a great comfort on a long 
voyage. We took charge of his letters, and having taken 
leave, proceeded on our voj'age^ As the provisions for my 
people consisted of bad old bacon, and my own stock was 
limited to a ham which had been obligingly left lo me, frtjm 
the very scanty stock of provisions at Fort Union, with some 
coffee, sugar, and ship biscuit, we were very desirous of ob- 
taining some game, and went on shore on a tongue of land, 
on the south bank, where we soon saw several wolves, and 
a troop of seven deer, but could not get near enough to Gtt 
at them. Great clouds of smoke rose from several parts of 
the prairie, doubtless caused by the wood<utlers of Fort 
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William, the hunters ol which we likewise perceived at a 
distance. The thickets were quite stripped of their foliage; 
ihL* buffalo Ix-rry bushes alone yel bore some sen.' ycDow 
leaves. Prairie hens, magpies, and the coal titmouse^ the 
latter sitting among the willow bushes^ were the only speci- 
mens of the feathered tribe which we obsen'ed. Numerous 
tracks of [310] am'mals were visible on the beach, and 
among them the small deh'cate footprint of two different 
kinds of mice. We proceeded till eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, when wc lay to, as it grew loo dark to venture farther. 
Afterwards, however, the moon rose in great splendour, 
and towards morning we had a sharp frost. 

Very early on the 31st we saw numerous Sights of prairie 
hens crossing the river in companies of thirty or forty, and 
heard the whistling of the elk stag, which, at times, like that 
of our European stags, is heard at a late hour> When we 
lay to for breakfast, we were in a thick forest, with the same 
underwocxi us we have before mentioned, especially buffalo 
berries, in great abundance- They were of a beautiful bright 
red colour, and very palatable, for, like our sloes, they require 
a touch of thr frcjst brfore they are good eating, yet (hry were 
still astringent and acid; mixed with sugar, however, they 
were not unpleasant. With this fruit we refreshed our bears 
and my little fox, to which they afforded an agreeable variety 
in iheir \qck\, \mi we did not fare so well ourselves, having 
hitherto tried, whenever it was possible, to obtain game, but 
in vain. Every^vhe^e we found traces of beavers, gnawed 
trunks of trees, abattis and paths trodden smooth. The 
wiUow thickets were frequented by the coal mouse and mag- 
pie. As our firing had been ineffectual upon a flock of white 
swans and some wild geese, we again lay to near the Riviirc 
Bourbcusc (White Earth River of Lewis and Clarke),'" and 

"^ On h[5 ouiwfcrd juumcy Mtdmlliau givcfi [his eivd itie Eagliah tatm of Its 
mnt^ — tbc Mmld^- Sec our voliune nii, p- jjj:, note 348." Ed. 
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some of our hunters tmversed the country, while the boat 
remained fastenwi under the steep hank- Flakes of ice 
already floated down th^ Missouri, and broke, with much 
noise, against the snaj^js in the water. This icc comes from 
the tributary rivers; in this place it came from the Kivicrc 
Bourbcuse, and the noise occasioned by il is increased by 
that of the banks fallinf^ in, the dashing of the waves, and 
the high wind. My live animals, which \fc"ould not eat 
pork^ were h&lf famished, and the bears especially made an 
inc^'ssant growling, which was in every respect highly dis- 
agreeable. Our hopes were disappointed; the hunters had 
missed two head of game; and, at four in the afternoon, I 
continued the voyage, though very slowly, because my peo* 
pie complained of fatigue. If the Canadians are not always 
well fed, there is no depending upon thdr perseverance. We 
lay to early for the evening, and the people dispersed in the 
forest to bunt. At the spot where we now were, we .saw 
many traces of all kinds of game. Beyond a ctosc thicket 
of young poplars (cotton wood), were sand hills covered 
with yellow grass, and yet further distant, a forest of lofty 
poplars, beneath which the ground was clothed with a dark 
red undergrowth of comus, rose, and buffalo berry bushes, 
entwined round their stems with clematis and vine; a few 
grapes ^-ere still hangbg on the branches, but they were 
very small and indifTtrenl, and did not surt the taste of 
even my little fox. The hunters were again unsuccessful; 
they had seen nothing but the usual species of birds; and as 
for me, I found only a small flock of Fringilla tinariaf which 
were so tame that they almost settled upon our fowling- 
pieces. Our supper was extremely frugal; but on the morn- 
ing of the following day, the 1st of November, when wc lay 
to at a scattered forest^ Morrin was ^ fortunate as to kill 
[511] a large elk, which quite revived our sunken spirits. 
In this forest there were deeply trodden paths of wild 
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ammolSk and great numbers of prairie hens, which, how- 
ever, were extremely shy; when they were roused, they 
ottered a note almost like that of our sBipes, not, however, 
fainter towards the close, but louder and stronger. The 
ground was so dry, and the withcrtd leaves rustled so be- 
neath our (ccl as wc trod upon tht-m, that \^'e could not get 
near them. The small striped squirrel was pretty frequent 
here. Another elk was aiten*ards shot, so thai we were 
well provided for several days, and the lamentations of my 
hungry animsJs wrrr put a stop to. As we proceeded on 
our voyaf^ we frequendy saw game, and the prairie hens, 
like all birds of that kind, flew about us with the swiftness 
oF an arrow. 

The singular red, burnt, conical summits of the hills at- 
tracted our attention, till we lay to, at a litUe before four 
o'clock, near an C3rtensive forest on the south bank, to dress 
our dinner. The poplar wcxkI was thin, near the hank, but 
had a thick undergrowth of roses^ in which were a greater 
number of traces of wild animals than wc had yet seen, a 
sight which instantly set our hunters in motion. I found the 
pretty litUe four-stri[jed squirrel {Tamias quadrivittatiis)^ in 
great numbers, which ran quickly along the ground, and up 
the trees, with the fruit of the rose in its mouth. My people 
caught one of these delicate creatures alive, which, to my 
great n-grel, afterwards made its escape. On account of 
the dry leaves we could not closely approach large game, 
though we heard the noise of considerable herds of them; 
and all our hunters returned before dark, e^tcept Mr. Bod- 
mer, whom we looked for in vain. Night came on, we 
called, fired our pieces, but could obtain no intelligence of 
our fellow-traveller. We waited till eight o'clock, in no 
small anjicty, t31 at length we heard a shot higher up the 
river, which wc immediately answered. Dreidoppel and 
Hugron instantly proceeded in that direction, and at lengtb 
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happily returned with our lost companion. In pursuing a 
stag, M>, Bocimcr had often changed his direction, and at 
last got quite bewildered; he bad walked right or ten mUes, 
had been entangled in terrible thorny thickets, and got into a 
morass. At length he reached the prairie, where he perceived 
a tioop of atxjut twenly Indians, and hastrntrd bark into 
the forest; then, notAKithstanding the Indians were so near, 
he fired sue shots as signals of distress, and at length had 
ibc pleasure of descrying, from a hiU, the shining surface of 
the river; ihitherward he worked his way, directly through 
the thickets. As soon as he had been refreshed with some 
food, wc loosened from the bank, where our presence had 
been betrayed by so many shots. We, however, lay to at a 
sand bank a little further down on the opposite side, and 
there passed a cold night, without fire or covering, in a high 
wind. 

Ncict day, the and November, was cold and bleak, and 
the tempestuous wind so unfavourable that wc could only 
pass one tongue of land, and were compelled to stop nearly 
the whole day. A boat^ laden with maize, belonging to Mr. 
Campbell, here passed us; it had left the Mandan villages 
a fortnight before. We had made our fire in a close thicket 
of poplars, under a [312] high steep bank, sheltered from 
the wind. Our hunters dispersed in different directions, 
and I soon heard a shot not far distant, on which I adiiuiced. 
Dreidoppel had roused nvo Virgini an deer, and wounded one 
of thcmn Wc followed the trace of this animal, which wc 
killed, and I succtrcded in shtxiting the other deer, which 
would not abandon its companion. This success afforded 
us some fresh game, and my people employed themselves 
in cooking all the remainder of the day, nor would anything 
induce them to stir from the spot. We found, in the forest, 
traces of large bears, saw the prairie fox come out of its 
burrow, and found no other animals, except the small striped 
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squirrel and one species of biixis, the coal mouse, which de- 
fies the seven; winter in these parts. In the fiitemoon we 
hoped to shoot wolves or foxes that might Ije attracted by 
the entrails of the dt*cr we had killed, and, therefore, con- 
cealed ourselves; but only crows, ravens, and magpies* were 
lured by the bait. At six in the evening it grew dark; we 
increased our fire for the night, about which we sat (ill nine 
o'clock, while my tngagiz lay snorinj^ on the ground. The 
surrounding wood was pitch dark; the wolves howled in- 
cessajilly on Iwtlj sides of ihe river, till the moon rosi?, and 
the wind abated, so that we were able lo proceed before 
daybreak on the ^rd of November. 

Wc again observed the black strata of the bituminous 
coal, and found fine fragments, which had fallen down, lo- 
gcthcr with the pieces of the grey sand-stone of the adjoininj; 
strata* I increased my collections with the most interesting 
scries of the rocks of (he Upper Missouri, which, I regret 
to say, have not reached Europe^ as they were irrecoverably 
lost. On (his voyage down the river I had belter oppor- 
tunities of cjotmining the singular red^ burnt, and conical 
tops of the summits of the bank^ and they adorded me much 
interest. The rocky walls, and the red hills, covered with 
fragments burnt red, exactly resembled the refuse of our 
brick kilns, and they emitted, when struck, a dear sounds 
like that of the best Dutch clinkers. Under those red cones 
we generally saw a stratum of the bituminous coal; both 
often appeared together. I observed several slight hollows* 
resembling ciatcrs^ surrounded by pyramids of the red rock. 
Caverns and holes, too, frequently appeared in this clay and 
sand-stone; and the remarkable light grey rocks^ marked 
with darker transverse stripes, and with bright red tops, 
which now were ptnk, or different shades of crimson, as the 
faint rays of the sun here and there tinged them^ and gave 
them a highly picturesque appearance. The swallows' nests 
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fixed against (he pcrpendicularwalis, of which ihe Prince de 
Musignano *■■ made a drawing, were now completely deserted 
by their tenants^ At noon we lay to at a prairie, which 
wc explored while my people were cooking their dinner; 
hut we found only ravens, crows, magpies, and prairie henn. 
The ground between the yellow, sere grass, was so dry that 
the dust rose at every step; it was, in some places, over- 
grown with rose bushes, from two to four feet high, sym- 
phoria, and groups of poplars. We did not encounter any 
bii0aloes till we reached Fort Clarke; they appeared to have 
retired from the river; very frequently, however, we saw 
the paths and traces of other animals. Flocks of prairie hens, 
forty or more [313] together^ seemed particularly to choose, 
as their resort, the drift-wood on the banks of the river. A 
magpie was so tame that it settled on the rudder of the boat, 
while Morrin was at the helm. Towards evening we lay 
to, on the steep bank, where the kingfifiher, the magpie, and 
the wren (doubtless, Troglodytes hycmaUs), had taken up 
their abode, the latter among the dry drift-wood. Here 
we kindled our fire, in a tall poplar forest, where stems two 
feel thick nearly formed a circle. As we had passed the 
territory' of the most dangerous Indians, and the nights be- 
came more and more cold, we constantly kept up a fire at 
our bivouac, and on this evening again began our night- 
watches, because we were approaching a very numerous 
Indian tribe near the Missouri. Mr, Bodmcr amused him- 
self with taking a sketch of our bivouac in the forest, where 
we leaned against the trees, sat round the fire and smoked 
our pipes, amidst the concert of the howling wolves and the 
screeching owls.'" 
On the 4th of November, we passed, at noon, the mouth 

'* Chatlca Li^cD BoiupArtfl* prince <ia MtvignaiW axuI Cuuno, for whom 
fCc oui irtiEumc ail, p, ig. noLc i^^— ' Ed. 

***$«« Plate aj. Id the ucompAbTin^ atlu, our volume ucv.^lUx 
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of White Earth River {RivUre Blanche), or Goat Penn River 
of Lewis and Ciaike* At this spot there was, formerly, a 
fort^ which was abandoned in 1839, when Fort Union was 
buQt-'" A little below the mouih of this river, the high 
wind obliged us to lay to; woods and thickets, with high 
dry grass, and prairies, either bare or covered with arteniisia, 
formed an extensive wilderness, traversed by the paths of 
stags and buffaloes, where we found many deer's horns and 
other remains of these animab, as well as tracks of enor- 
mous IjeaR (Ursus f^ox). We did not, however, ste any 
iarge game, but only prairie hens, and a few stray black- 
birds and flocks of the small finches (Fringilla ItKaria), which 
were picking up the seeds of the plants among the grass. 
It appearwi (hat this wilderness had been visite<l by Indians 
a short time before. After a considerable halt we proceeded 
at two o'clock^ passed the Butte Carrie, and lay to, in the 
evening, near a narrow strip of wood on the steep southern 
bank, behind which extended the prairie. The night was 
dear, the wind cold, and the moon rose at twelve o'clock. 
The morning of the 5th of November was bleak and chilly, 
and the wind numbed the fasting travellers, till we lay to, at 
eight o'clock, at a prairie overgrown with thick bushes, 
where we prepared our breakfast, and where the number 
of prairie hens immediately induced our hunters to bestir 
themselves. I had unluckily loaded my piece with small shot, 
for a Virginian deer ran close by me from out of a thicket* 
which I might otherwise have very easily shot. We saw 
a troop of elks, and our little friend, the striped squirrel, 
which, however, is not yet found so low down the river as the 
Mandan villages. At eleven o'clock we proceeded on our 

"* Svt our volume uii, p^ ^69, note 34^' The postwA* one buUl In i3j>-?6bT 
Jdtna Kipp (m* our volume nil, p. ^45, note j 19), far the Cnlmnblft FurCompiny. 
Tliit waiB Inuuferred ((3>7) with other propfrty ta tht:. Amcriun Fur Company, 
wfao muuuicitrd id >j Miuimiluu iB>'a. unlil the alAbUAhmcnl of ttic YdLow- 
■tafu pocL— Ed. 
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voyage, in which we were protected by the hi^h banks from 
the bleak wind, and enlivened and cheered by the sun, A 
herd of antelopes crossed the Missouri before us, and we in 
vain attempted to intercept them. These prt-tty animahs 
generally leave the Missouri at ihi^ tinier and hasten, on 
the approach of winter, to the Black Hilb- A magpie alighted 
on the rudder, uttering its note, " twit, twit," which is quite 
different from that of the European magpie. We saw but 
few ducks [^^14] and other water fowl, wWch had before 
afforded us so much amusement; doubtless, because they 
found more subsistence on the lakes, which were not yel 
fro2en, Wc lay to, for the night, on the southern bank, 
where the forest was completely laid waste by the beavcis. 
They had fcUcd a number of large trees, chips of which were 
scattcrrd about on the ground. Most of the trees were half 
gnawed ihroufih, broken down, or dead, and in this manner 
a bare place was formed in the forest. Not far oS wc saw 
in the river a beaver den, or» as the Americans call it^ a 
beaver lodge, lo which there was a very well trodden 
and smooth path, which we availed ourselves of, lo ro to 
and from our boat. Nature appears to have peculiarly 
adapted these remarkable animals to the large thickets of 
poplar and willow o( the interior of North America, where 
the Whites, on their first arrival, found them in immcn^ 
numbers, and soon hastened to sacrifice these harmless crea- 
tures lo their love of gain. Numerous tracks of animals of 
all kinds, especially elks, bears, and wolves, were observed; 
the wolves prowled around us at no great distance, and at 
ten oVlockj when I had the watch, they came between our 
bright fire and the boat, which was only forty paces distant, 
being attracted by the smelt of the meat. 

On the ncit day, the 6th, we likewise met with many 
gnawed trees, which proved that the number of the beavcra 
was still pretty considerable. Morrin had shot in the morning 
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a fat fawn, which was gladly welcomed by ua. Wc had trav- 
ersed a forest admirably suited to the chase, when we met 
with a grrat deal of game, but, on account of the dry leaves^ 
could not get near enough. Besides the animals which I 
have often mentioned, wc saw some new species of birds, 
of which, however, I was quite unable to obtain a specimen. 
At noon we passed the Little Missouri, at the mouth of 
which there were now extensive sand banks; we stopped 
a little below it, and found a spot very favourable for the 
thase, in a forest alternating with morass, high grass, and 
various plants, where we followed some fresh traces of large 
elks, without, however, being able to overtake them- Wc 
proceeded on our voyage till iatc in the night, and slept at 
a spot in the forest which was so dense, that we were com- 
pelled to hew down the bushes to make a space for our fire 
and resting-place- The night was dark, and the loud howl- 
ing of the wolves was our never-ceasing music. Towards 
the morning there was a sharp frost, and the sky was par* 
tially clouded with the west wind. Our good genius had 
made us set out unusually early on the 7th November, 
for wc had scarcely left the bank in the morning twilight, 
when we heard several shot, and soon after, at the very place 
where we had hatted and slept, the loud voices of the Indians 
calling to us to return. They were, probably, a hunting party 
of Manitaries, wlio had been attracted in the early mom* 
ing by the light of our fire* Being very happy at having, 
weak as we were, escaped visitors so iitlle to be trusted^ our 
^P^g^^ rowed with all their might, and there was soon a 
good distance between us. Our breakfast was prepared at 
nine o'clock, when we lay to on the north bank, in a narrow 
strip of forest, where we found some old Indian hunting 
lodges, built, in a conical [315] form, of dry timber. They 
had, doubtless, been left by the Manitaries, who had come 
thus far on their bunting excursions. The lower part of 
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the huts, or lodges, was covered with the bark of irccs; the 
cntiancc was scjuarr, and bonfs wc-n- scatlcretl in all direc- 
tions. Wc proceeded with a bleak, high wind, saw the singu- 
lar day tops of the hills, and, in the forest, the stages made 
of poles, where the India.D hunters dry the fiesh of the animals 
Ihey have tnken in llie chase. Aljout twelve o'clock we 
came to the spot where some stakes indicated the former 
site of & Mandan village. ManocI Lisa, the Spanish 
hir dealer, had formerly a Imding post at this place.'** 
Rather further on, after wc had turned a point of land, we 
saw a white horse on the bank, and soon after a group of 
Indians, with their horses, which they had brought to the 
river to water. In the wixid, close by them, p^s a winter 
vOlage of the Manitaries, or Gros Ventres, to which the>' 
had removed only tft'o days previous, from their summer 
dwellings, and whose present chief was Itsichaicha, which 
the Canadians translate, \tonkey-(ace. They halted us, but 
r would not stop, and, the current being slrong, we rapidly 
passed them. An Indian woman, with a handsome brown 
hound, probably of the European race, stood on the bank, 
and formed a very interesting object in th<- wild winler scene. 
We were now in the cerlre of the territory of the Manltaries, 
and were in momentary expectation of meeting with these 
Indians; in fact, we soon saw scvcraJ of them on foot and 
on horseback. We had just doubled a [»oint of land, and 
weare looking for a sheltered spot for landing, when wc ob- 
served some huts in a lofty wood of poplars, and were 
immediately calJcxi to by some Whites and Indians. Wc 
recognized old Charbonneau, and landed at once. It 
appeared that Messrs. Soubleite and Campbell had founded 



*** Tttii put of Manuel Lisa whs th* opp viutnH in vftrr by Bradbury and 
BTukcimde^, who found RcubcQ, broltcr of Mrrivdhcr Levis, in cWrc* Stc 
oar volume v, pp, 153-16^. vi^ pp. 135-143^ It wu on iLc wai bftnkof ihcMU- 
«»uii ftbaui ivcltf znjln above Knife Rivrr. nna Kmtnuvl Cmi,'— El>. 
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a trucUng post in the Marutari villages, and that their peoplCj 
together with these Indians^ had arrived but yesterday at 
the winter village, situated at no great distance. The clerk, 
who had the manageinent of the business here, was Mr. 
Uoughcrty, brother to the Indian agents'*' who had like- 
wise acccimpanjcd Major Long In his exjjedition to the Rocky 
Mountains, and who had, at present, old Charbonneau as 
interpreter. The latter had lately quitted the American Fur 
Company, but suhscqucntly returned into their service The 
Indians, under their principal chief, Lachpitzi-Sihrish (the 
yellow bear), had arrived, as I have said, but yesterday, in 
the winter village; and Dougherty, with Charbonneau and 
several engag/-St lived in some liuts hastily erected on the 
bank of the river, while a better and more substantial house 
was building in the Indian village. Mr. Dougherty, to whom 
wc delivered letters from Mr. Campbell, would not sutler 
us lo priKt^d, and entertained us wilh much hospitality. It 
gave us much pleasure to be again in human society, after 
having been so long deprived of it. While we were chatting 
and smoking our cigars, wc perceived, near where we were 
sitting, a row of large casks, and learned that they were all 
filled with gunpowder, which, considering the high wind that 
blew directly into the hut, was a great want of prudence. 
Many interesting Indians came successively, among whom 
was the old chief, who was particularly struck with our 
long beards, from which thejw people have a kind of [316] 
aversion. The night was stormy and very dark: some of 
us slept in the boat; Dreidoppel and our engages in the 
huts on shore. 



'" ProbAbly Joseph L, Dougheny, who wqj In 1839 fumer at Ebc Council 
Blufb ftftunc^. Hit liTQlhct lohri «ccunpiinicii UaujiiiliBii ss f kt ul Bctlcvur? on 
Ihc ovivnrd jounwy. The i.ip[>c]iiiilun uf SLililric* Hnd Campbell Lo tti« 4m«hfiii 
Pur Compkiir wu ipintd iboueh hntii-, coniuU Ch^Ucaden* Ft/r-Tradf, I, pp. 
350-3^4- The rt\iil poaL wu jusi brlow ihc fonnci post of Lisa (xt our voliuae 
*^^ p- J64), and ttbciire Fort ttark-— En, 
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The morning of the Sth November was bleak, cold, and 
frosty. I left the place early, accompanied by Charbonncau, 
and, after proceeding four miles, landed on the southern 
bank, to look for a petrified trunk of a tree, which Charbon- 
ncau had mentioned to mc. While my people were taking 
their breakfast in a poplar wood, we procepdrd altrrnately 
through thickets and open plains, towards the neiphbouring 
hiUs, to the Fontaine Rouge, which "kqs now a marsh cov- 
cred with ice; not far from this was the trec^ which is sup- 
posed to be part of an old cedar (junipirux); it is the lower 
part of a hollow trunk, with a portion of the roots; and, 
though this mass still perfectly shows the formation of the 
wood, if is now converted into a soiinding stone. As the 
whole 0/ this interesting specimen was much too ponderous 
to be removed, I carried off a good many fragments, without, 
however, disfiguring the tree, which will, doubtless, some 
day, find a place in some museum tn the United States. This 
kind of petrified wood is not, by any means, unfrequent on 
the Missouri, Of the many interesting specimens of this 
kind which T had collected, very few have found their way 
to Europe, 

After breakfast we continued our voyage, at eleven o'clock^ 
and came to the spot where Mr. Pilchcr's residence formerly 
stoodf about eleven miles from Fort Clarke."' At twelve 
o*clock we were opposite the first Manitari summer village, 
and saw, on the other side^ many Indians, who hallooed to 
Charbonncau* They had some smooth-haired hounds, spot- 
ted brown and white, with hanging eare, which were, doubt- 
,lesSi of European race. The m\-itations to land became 
more vociferous and numerous, and Charbonneau advised 
us to comply with them, which we did: we were immediately 
conducted, by a distinguished man, Ita-Widahki-Hisha (the 

For Joahuft Pittbcr sec Junea^s l-tfftg'a Esptd&iaitt in aur vnlumc xir, p. 
U note i<J3. For hh post cniutili our volunr nli, p^ 361, note 335-^ ED- 
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pcd shield)/" lo his tent, which stood apart on the prairie, 
on the summit of ihc bank. The while leather tent was new, 
spacious, and handsomely ornamented with tufts of hair of 
various colours, and at each side of the entrance finished with 
a stripe and row'tlcs of dyed porcupine quills, very neatly exe- 
cuted. It tutd Ijeen well wanned by a good fin?, a most re- 
freshing sight to us. We took ojr seats around it, with the 
numerous family, the brother and uncle of the chief, young 
men, women, and children. The chief had rather a long 
beard, like the Punca chief, Shudegacheh, and his right breast 
was tattooed with black stripes. The old uncle had a very 
ug]y countenance; he was fat, and his dress negligent and 
slovenly. The wife of ihc chief held a child in her lap, with 
a thick hare lip. A large dish of boiled maize and beans 
was immediately set before us; it was very tender and weD 
dressed, and three of us cat out of the dish with s[)oons made 
of Iht' hum of buffalo, or hifihom ; after wtuch the red Dacota 
pipe went round. Our people had likewise obtained refresh- 
ments, and presented the Indians, in return, with some 
tobacco and gunjxiwdcr. After wc had conversed half an 
hour, through Charbonneiiu, with these friendly people, and 
given them an account of our battle with the Assiniboins, 
thdr enemies, we took leave and proceeded on our voyage. 
The [317] Indians accompanied us to the river-side^ and on 
our way ihiiher we saw the skin of a large white wolf hung 
on a tree, doubtless, by way of medicine, or offering. We 
left at one o'clock, and at two reached the Manitari vil- 
lage, Awachawi, which lay close lo the bank; "* a couple of 
women, in their round leather boats, set us across the river; 
they had hung some wood lo their vessel, and rowed with 

■" Red Shield WM « young chief tt the fjrae d Lewii ind Clarh'i »iail; ue 
Originai ^mmd/j, i, p, 150, H< u ft&i'd to biive been ll» BUyer of Lc Borsnc. tlic 
fjUTiom Mioiunrf tyniTit: tre e>\tr rolum* v, p, ifa, note ^jo, — Ed, 

>^< For tlic kKiiIoD of Ihu MJoJUnv vlU&j^> kc our voLuiue aa, p. j$7. Dole 
333 — Ed 
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great rapidity; soiT>e others were pnxreeding towards the 
river, with their boats hangiiig on their heads and down their 
backs. I shall describe these boats in the sequeL*^^ At 
thret o'clock we reached the Alandan village of Ruhptare, 
where a numl^er of Indians came to the bank to greet their 
friends; Charborincau hid himself, that they might not rec- 
ognise him and invite him ashore. He had five names among 
these Indians — ^^Ihe chief of the Utile village; the man who 
possesses many gourds; the great horse from abroad; the 
forest bear; and fifths which, as often happens among these 
Indians, is not very refined. After we had passed the 
bend in the river, we saw the second Mandan village, Mih- 
Tutta-Hang'Kush, and, at no great distance beyond it. Fort 
Clarke, which we reached at four o 'clock, and were welcomed 
on the shore by Mr. Klpp, the director and clerk of the Fur 
Company, who led us to his house. 

'*■ See the view of tbf vUlu^ Mlh Tutu Hang- Kuih, PUte 4Q ftn the tfconi* 
pining Btlai, cur nlumfi xxvj wh«n dth of Iboc boibi it intnxlucad. — MJlXi- 





CHAPTER XXIV 



DEsaoFnofr OF poit ci-abke ahp the environs 

Uistorj of the Fort — Description — Climate — Soil — G«ologic«l 
Fcffmallon of the Courlry — Planis — Aniinala — The neighbour- 
fag Indiu) PopuUiioQ — Indian ViJUges. 

Lewis and Clarke gave an account of the slate of this part 
of the country at the time of their residence in the vicinity 
of the Nlandan villages, in the Tvinler of 1803-4,''' At that 
time they erected a fori on the aorth bank of the Missouri, 
a little above the place where Fort Clarke now stands, but, 
at present, there is rot the smallest trace of that post. The 
river has since changed its bed in such a manner, that the 
site of thai buildings which was then at some distance from 
the shore, is now in the middle of the stream. Such changes 
in the channel of the Miasouri arc of very conamon occurrence, 
so that all the islands, sand liankSj httle bends, and points 
of land formed by them, laid down in the special maps, are 
correct for only a short time. Above the Manitari villages 
is a place where the river made its way through a tongue 
of land, and now forms a channel nearly four miles from 
its former bed. This toot place in 1828, Some persons 
think that Lewis and Clarke's fort would now be on the 
south bank of the Mis!ioiin\ Charbonneau, who was inter* 
preter for the Manitari language, and had lived thirty-seven 
years in this part of the country, was here at the same time 
a5 those travellers, passed the winter with them, and aftcr- 



*" Kort MftBdAA »*i«cupi«t by L*wii &ad Clart during the violHot 1904-05. 
the pK^rdirvK winter hAvinit heta ipcnt br ihcm in cunp an Wood Rivcri ntinoU, 
oppodle ibc mouth o( Ihr UJnniiri- Fon M»niUn vss hepin NovemhKT 3, tAo^* 
ud nbwidoned Apnl j. tbf followiog iphag: Ate Origmal JfrnmoU, i pp. »i^ 
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wards accompanied ihem to ihe Columbia River. He 
generally lives at Awatichaj, the second village of the 
ManiUries, and, excepting some journeys, has always re- 
mained at this spot: hence he la well acquainfed with the 
Manitaries and their language, though, as he candidly con- 
fessed, he could never Icam to pronounce it correctly/'* 

Mr. Kipp, a Canadian of (Jcrxnan descent, now clerk of 
the American Fur Cninpany, and director of Fori Clarke, 
came here in iSa j, as agent of the Columbia Fur Company.'" 
At Ihat time there was no fort here. Major Filcher, the same 
gentleman who came with us up the [319] Lower Missouri, 
in order to take the mana^menl of the trading post of \tr. 
Cabann£, among the Omahas, was, at that time, a proprietor 
of the Missouri Fur Company, and diRxted a trading post 
a little above the Manitari vitlagr's, on the southern coiut- 
In the fipring of 182a."* this fort was abandoned, theabove- 
mentioned Fur Company having been dissolved. In May, 
the same j-ear, Mr, Kipp commenced building a fort in the 
prairie, which lay between the ])reseni Fort Clarke, and Uie 
forest, in which the inhabitants of Mih-Tuila-Hang Kush 
live in the winter. This fort was completed in the month 
of November, In the same summer, Colonel I^iiven worth,"' 
with a considerable body of troops, artillery, and an aujdl- 
iary corps of the Dacota Indians, came up the river to the 



^" AJtPt iT*dInR thi- pa^« f>f Lewift and Clark's jourDoUj ooe hu tlig^ n^ 
»peci f<ji ChjuU/ftiiuiu's quAlJiEca. clilicr mrntftl ur nuiral^ 1 1 In id be lesreiiied 
thut Mjuimilian TTlird w murh upon fhe intimnny uf thisitiTfqjnUrintiMKCOtint 
of the MAn^fau and Uimtarce Indjtnt^ For a akclch of what is known of llus in- 
teiprctCT^A iite consume oui valumc vi, p. 33. oats 3.--^ £a. 

'** For fun Cluk and Jvn«s Kipp kt our volume ixU. \r. 344, oote jlit> unI 
P" 345- Tintc'ji^ rrsr*^livel>, — En. 

"* TTiia U aji <virfi-Qi error for tStj — ibc wcU-BUliieoticnttJ dulc for Lravcn- 
vorth'fi Ankara eipedilioiL — E.l>. 

'" Gpnrral Henry Iv^vrnwtjrih vi^t ^ naiivp of Conrwcticui (17S3); ennrrinj 
tb« umf |]8i9), hf postfd thnugh all (he gndea utilil bnvdted a hdgadler- 
geoenJ tn tSt*. lie von distinctioii for Kivia; al Chippewa aod Niagun in the 
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Arikkara villages, 10 chastise those people* who, not long 
before, had attacked the keelboatsof General Ashley, killed 
eighlccn of the new, anti wounded many others. The in- 
habitants of the banks of the Missouri afBrni that this enter* 
prise was conducted with very little energy; they retired 
from the enemy's \-illage5 without destroying them, or doing 
much injury to the inhabitants, at which the allied Indians, 
especially, were much dissatiaScd.'" The Arikkaras, on the 
other hand, became excessively arrogant^ and henceforth at- 
tacked and murdered all the white men who were so un- 
fortunate as to fall in ihnr way. When Lewis and Clarke 
were here, these people were friendly, but now they art 
vicJcntly inimical to the Whites, and have killed many more 
than any other nalion on the Missouri.'" After Colonel 
Leavenworth's retreat, the Arikkaras removed to a station 
higher up the river, and settled in the forest which the 

W«r of iKi^-ij. and atrnvudK fat it\M.ay yean tcrvcd on tbe WesTcm EronlSer, 
where be died la Indian Territory (1A54) «fa£te leadins an erpcttition of tnopa 
In r^irniwc tEir lurbulrni tnlniiirn. Sn ■C[i>uiit of tbis riprdliion in F. SiG- 
Cookci ScriHi and Aivfnimrft in Ifu Atmy^ pp^ 7^5-33^^ — Ev- 

^" G4nml Aihlp^ i;(iirT«l wiih 1 pirly of tnden Marrh 10^ tSi^, arriving 
Li U*e Arilum villagrt Miy 50. He wa* tetciwd with apparent friendline*i. but 
early tn tliE mcri-iung uf ihc aerottd vt June ir&s Attarkcil by the Imliuna Mr|iq kiUcd 
n ntimhrr of hit Lund party, tht buats i^caping with gml dtffii:ulty. Aihky jm* 
mrdiJitflly notifinl (he mililary BUlboHiies, md Colonel Leavcnvortli, then faMm- 
nuuhl *t Port Alkijx»unj ae«j CumH-jl ]]tufr»,ulorLi«4etcn)uncd tacrgJULiHra puni' 
live fjrprditii^n, Plkiicr. of Itic Mlsatiirf Fur Compuriy. jnin^ forca wilb him^ 
uid Hcuivd a band of Sioiu lucilJarieiL For nuoy ttaaont the ejtptdition wu« 
u HaximJlian implies, but alightljr BUcccsful. For a foil ictount gf ihU cam- 
paign, gathered Fmm tnnny Mtirrei* consult Cbitienden, FuT'Trodr, i. pp. ]&4->aq; 
a, pp- ^KA-^j, Tbe cupedilion wu oaiablc M the br>t of n long Kna of iraat' 
Miaoissippj tiLftian wAn^ — ^ Et*- 

*" The Aiik^ra (Siu whom **« our volunic v, p. u^, note 76) Ttrro ibc moat 
trevlierous of ibr viUjLfe Indiana upi>n the MisKiuri Aflrr fHcndty trenllo wlih 
tfih* an<l Clark (rft^^. they aftaelted rhe eai^ott for the Mandan chief Sh«]Uke 
(1807); but two yHi3 later peniu»?d hlc pauagB wilb 4 large fur-trade cararao, 
uid In iSji vtfc friendly to the AaIotJ^ I'a^ly^ In 1S16 or iSi/ ihey atbtr^eid 1 
pCTty tnd killed nne man, and Agnin (iA>a> robbtd the trading hotua c4 the Mit- 
»un Fur Company^ Early in the year of tho eanpalgb f>f iS^ j. they made «o 
tiOBUncBftlul attack upon n fmall pot down the nta amno^ the Sioux- — £d. 
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MancUns have now selected for iheir winter quarters/" 
The garrison of the fort, built by Mr. Kipp, consisted of 
only five roen^ besides Mr. Tflton, the director. It was^ 
therefon.% in constant danger, bLTaust'of the near vicinity of 
th<r Aiikkaras. Those savages remained constantly dose 
to the fort: one of their chiefs, StEinapat (the little hawk 
with the blotxly hand) killed one of Mr. Tilton's people at 
the very door of the fort. Three white men, coming from 
the Rocky Mountains, were obliged by the Arikkaras, who 
lay in wait, to abandon their boat, and to escape, at immi' 
nent risk of their lives, to the opposite shore. In the SHUie 
autumn these Indians murdered five persons belonging to 
the French Company on Cannon-boll River Neither 
Messrs, Tiiton and Kipp, nor any of their people, durst 
venture out of the fort, where they were obliged lo remain 
in durance the whole of the autumn.. Subsequently, 
the latter resided in a Mandan village till the fort was 
completed, though those people were on a friendly foot- 
ing with the Arikkaras. When the man above-named was 
fihot at the door of the fort» the Mandans were very ansdoua 
to declare war against the Arikkaras ; but this was overruled, 
because the ]>eople lielorging to the Columbia Fur Company, 
who had to come hither by land from Lpakc Travera and 
St, Pctcr^s River, would inevitably have suffered by it.'" 



b«a ibaodon&l for ntioiit a yt%x. Thty had ihtwfore re«rcoidr<J tKrm »ff«r 
L«3vcn«orth's ecptditinn, but cmr tiover Again permLiuntly «Ul«] th«reit]. 
Sec out tfoJuuic tiij, p- \^it, note ,100, — Ed. 

'*" Yoi lUe Ffcocb Fur Carnpany see our volume xdi. p. 331, Dot« 160. 

Il U cvidcai that MaJtiniilian's tno^loilgr of (hoc evenu wu ubLiJnrd frum 
Eipp, vbo hail been a partidpant. Fnr Ihe Columltf a riirConjp*ny *w oiirvolum* 
■■l^r P> '3 Jf oote 1 Ai< Tillon mould appear lo tuve been a proprietar U this aunpanf , 
irhoM ltK4l nunc wu TiLkn} & Conipain^ he wu sutler at YwX Glbwu in iS,t4. 
S« tjiwTFiVF TalUfeffQ. " Autobkigrtphy," In ^irmttaia Historie.ai CotkrHsnt, 
*i, p, aei- The nain foft of thU company wns at L4J14 Tr»»er«, on ihp botinduy 
Utwnn ibc prcKDt aLito of Mirniaota aad South DakoU. For a vuil to lUi 
plan tt« ^. eit,^ vi* p. 91. — Eil 
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At the beginning of December, Mr. Laidlow, now on the 
Lhtlc Missouri, cant from Lake Travcrs with six wagons 
laden with Roods, on which & sort of peace was concluded 
with the Arikkaras.'" They came first to the fort, because 
they could nowhere else obtain goods from the Whiles, and 
the [330] precaution was always taken of udmJUing only a 
few of them at a time. The peace with these Indians was 
net. as might have been expected, of any long duration. 
They always behaved extremely treacherously, and it was 
at length dangerous even lo go out for water, wood^ or other 
necessaries, and the people were frequently threatened and 
intimidated; for which reason, Mr. Tilton left the fort, and 
went to the next Mandan village, where he resided in the 
hut of the distinguished chief, Tohp-Ka-Singka (the four 
men), who protected him against every attack.. He after- 
wards went down to St» Louis. 

In the spring of that year the Ariklcaras returned to their 
former viUagesT declaring that they would, in future, live 
in peace with the white mcn» Mr< Kipp alone remained 
behind, and, throughout the summer, did not see a white 
man; the skins and goods of ihc Company were in his keep- 
ing in the hut of the chief, but he afterwards built a house 
near the village, where he dwelt, till 1834, with one JcffcrSf 
who, with seven men, and wagons laden with goods, had 
come from Lake Travers. The Mandans had hitherto pro- 
tected the abandoned fort, and kept it in order, that the 
Arikkaras might not bum it. During the summer Mr. Kipp 
caused the palisades of ihe fort to be cut down close to the 
ground, and the Mandans conveyed the wood to their tillage, 
carrying some of the beams on their shoulders, and floated 
the remainder down the river. The buildings were likewise 
destroyed- Several apartments were added to Mr, Kipp's 
house, and the palisades were placed round it As he had 

»* For WiUiMa L^ufl** «e our uolumo xiii, p, 31*^ dam »^ — EP. 
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Dot a sufficient quantity of goods, Mr. Kipp sent Charbon- 
neau (who was likewise in the' service of the Columbian Fur 
Company), in company with another man, to fetch a wa^on- 
load from Lake Travers; but, on their return, encountering 
a party of Assiniboins, Ihey were rompelled to abandon their 
wagon, horses, and goods, and all was lost. About this lime 
the Crows arrived with a good supply of furs, but a^ Mr. 
Kipp had not a sufficient number of articles to barter, he 
himself undertook, with [wo Half-breeds, the journey to Lake 
Travers, and succeeded in bringing a wagon-load in safely. 
On his way he perceived a camp of the Dacota, and 
avoided it; and, during the night, lost his horse-s, but was 
fortunate enough to recover ihem. When he returned, Gen- 
eral Atkinson, with 500 or 600 troops, had been al the Man- 
dan villages, whence he proceeded upwards to Milk River, 
These troops returned during the summer, and hostilities had 
nearly ensued between them and the Crows^ who were with 
the Mandans.'*' The French Fur Company had sent some 
of their servants with the General to trade in the Mandan 
villages. Bissonette was the chief trader In the autumn 
Mr. Tilton came up from St. Louis, in a keel-boat laden with 
goods, Mr, Kipp had. meantime, sent some people to the 
Assiniboins, Crees, and Ojibuas^ to invite their chiefs to 
come hither and open a trade with them. The troops had 

" This »aa AUdn»on'( Vdlawitoiw Expeditioa of 1895, Alter (be ArilcoLrn 

[roubles of iSjj, Picudent Modtqc appoiniicti Gtnfnl tCcnry AUdnaoo vA M«f or 
BcQJatnia O'FikJkm lo ujodutt a military rxpcditlon inio Ihc Indlaa uiuniry lo 
ovenve thr tnbrwnfft;, %i%A Imprm itwm vrjrh ih? powi^r of 1b« nalunal pr^vprn- 
mcnt. The CDimntHionoB left St- l^rus in the vpiing of 1815, OrgADked aI 
Caubdl BlutTst Tbe uprdllioD. coiuJating dL n^ly five hundred rnlistHl nipn. 
U&lArltEd on Fight Iweibocts. wi[h a cavi.]ry tvcort by laod. They met willi bo 
Oppoaltion Biul advuptcd a faundirr] and twcnlv malca iilwve llie Vctlowittone* 
mdilnc Ci^ftdl BlufT^ on thr tt\wi\ Uir (iJoctccoth ijf Sfpiemb^r^ Fur ihv 
oSidil report, Hc 19 Cong., 1 •*«« , Houn Dm. No, it j, in vol- ^- The diffi cully 
viLh th« Crtkwi Ea clc3cr(b«l tr/ WAstuji^loD Tnin^ Rothy Mottntaintt 1, pp. 116, 
>t7. En tohkih ihc Ahlu nncgiuk EdwixiJ Roac flirts u the hcio iv1k> chutlied 
(he trotibl<?»oiTie (hiefs into u1x<LEfln«^— £d. 
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brought a person named Wilson, as agent of the United 
Stales for the Indians ; '■ and all these people lived 
together in the Mandan fort. Peace was therefore con- 
cluded between those ihrce Indian tribes^ as well with the 
Whites as with the Mandans and their allies. 'Ihc object 
wa5 to break off f heir foincxion [321] in Ihc north with the 
English, and to draw them to the Missouri. In April, 
1825, Messrs, Wilson and Tilton returned to St. Louis, 
and Kipp alone remained in the fort, with five men.'" 
In Novemtx'i, Mr. Tillon a-tumrd with a supply of goods, 
and Mr, Kipp went to While Earth River, carrying with 
him a fine selection. Here he built a fort, a little on 
this side of the mouth of the river, and remained there 
during the wirier, trading with the Assiniboins. In the 
autumn of 1836 the Sioux made an attack on the Man- 
dans and Manitaries^ killed above fifty of the latter, a couple 
of the- Mandans, and L'kewiv^ a Crow Indian, whohappenrd 
to be on the spot. This year, the Columbia B'ur Company 
united with the American Fur Company, and commenced 
itsopcralionshcreon the Missouri.'" In the winter of 1830 
Mr. Kipp caused the wood to be prtrpaffcl for th*: present 
Fort Clarke, and the palisades were erected in ibc spring of 
1831. Mr. Mitchell now undertook the direction of this 
new fort, which he rompletcd to a certain extent, and called 
Fort Clarke. In July, with forty-five men, Mr- Kipp wa« 
sent to Maria River, where he built the fori, the ruins of 
which I have mentioned above. He remained there till the 
spring of 183^, when he was succeeded by Mr, Mitchell, 



" Pcin Wn»n of Muyluul nu luVivcnt for the Maudiih wi(b a Mluy of 

tight hunflrvd dniUrt. Iff dird aticr nhoui cnc yctif\ tcTvlrr. — Kn. 

*** '1^1 <ti1e ifaould be April, 1B9O Ma^lmllitn hn* hitd&t^ r^np ynr twhlnd, 
tt i* proved by the kixnrD time of Atkiiuon') Vdlovilone ExpedilioB. — £l^ 

■* This kbauU be x%%\> See oa ihU nibjeci our volume xrX^ p- ajj, oiM* 
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who ihco built the present Fort Pickartn, or Mc Kcnzic,"* 
Mr. Kipp has »nce had the direction of Fort Clarke, excqit 
in the winter of 1833-33, when Mr. Lamont had it,"" and 
Kipp was under him as clerk. Skirmishes with the Sioux 
took place in the neighbourhood ; and^ on one occasion, when 
Lamont ajid Kipp were conversing by the fireside, they were 
startled by a shot fired through the window, while the ball 
passed between Ihcm, and lodged in the wall. The Man- 
dans, who were brought hither by Mr. Kipp, have remained 
here for eleven years, in the same position as then, and their 
number has neither increased nor diminished. The trade 
with the Indians is, on the whole, unchanged, and the goods 
remain nearly al the same prices, except when their value 
IS raised by foreign merchants. This year (1833), on ac- 
count of the competition with Messrs. Soublctte and Camp- 
bell, twelve dollars were paid for a large beaver-skin, though 
it was, in reality, worth no more than four dollars in the 
United States. But it was of great moment to the Company 
not to suffer any other party to compete with them. The 
Indiana now generally require horses in e^ichange for their 
beavers; and as there are but few at Fort Clarke, messengers 
were despatched to Fort Piirrc to fetch some, Messrs, Soub- 
lette and Campbell had, at present, one of their people in 
each of the neighbouring Indian villages. I have already 
mentioned their clerk, Mr» Dougherty, who hVed among the 
Manitarics, and stated that they had taken Charlx>nneau 
into their pay. Mr. Kipp had likewise stationed a tmder 
among the Manitaries, who, in the winter, visited the villages 
in a sledge. The circumstances which took place during 
the thirty-seven years of Charbonneau's residence in the 
Manitari and Mandan villages, were nearly as follows: — 
At his first arrival, the three Manitari villages stood pre- 



"• S« oava t4, and 75, ante, pp. 84, S5, 87.— Eo. 
"' See our volume nil, p. 314, note »74t lor LMnaat. 
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dselyas ihey do now, and Charbonneau immediately tcx>k up 
bis residence in the central one. No commercial intercourse 
had then been opened with St, Louis; and he, as the only 
whitL- man on the spot. proctinHl what he wanted [322] from 
the north, of the English. In the year of his arrival, 1,^00 
or 1400 SiouXf united with 700 AriJdcaras, attacked the fore- 
most Mandan village, and about 1000 Xlanitaries hastErned 
to assist the latter. They repulsed the enemy, lulling more 
than 100 of them, among whom was the son of Tanahah- 
Tahka (the white cow)^ an Arikkara chief. These people 
hail l)efore lived in (he nearest forest, below that which the 
Mandans of Mih-Tiitta-Hanj?-Kush now inhabit during the 
winter; but, after this battle, Ihcy removed further down the 
Missouri, and built their villages at the spot where we saw 
them."* After the war, tliey left all their effects behind 
them in their huts. Subsequently they often returned in a 
hostile manner, but never in such numbers as at that time. 
Five or six years before Charbonneau arrived, the Sioux, 
with 1500 tents, came on a vidt to the vicinity of the Man- 
itari villages- Two of the latter, a man and woman, who 
were returning from the Crows, were murdered by some of 
the Sioux; on which the Manilariea recklessly killed five 
Sioux, who happened to be with them* This was the signal 
for war. The Sioux surrotmded the village; the inhabi- 
tants were unable to procure either wood or water, as the 
river was at some distance. There they remained closely 
blockaded for nine days, drinking only the dirty stagnant 
water which was in the village. The horses collected in the 
hus sufTered hunger and thirst, and gnawed off the bark 
of the wood of the posts. A cliief, who hod erected a kind 
of bulwark on the top of his hut, shot eleven SiouA» but 
was, in the scfjuel, killed by a successful fire from the cncmy- 
On the ninth day the old men gave orders that the yuung 

\" f or the ailc of ihc AjU^Tft vilL4ge» «cc gur ivluoLC xsj, p, ii5. noU 399.^ El>< 
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waiTiore should mount their horses and go out to meet Ihe 
enemy, while all the inhabitants should issue forth and fetch 
water from the hvcr This was done, but^ when the Sioux 
ohftervod the intended attack, they struck their tents and 
retired, conducting their women and children along (he chtim 
of hiUsp Eighty of the horses which were led to the river 
perished, because it was not possible to prevent them from 
drinking too eagerly. TIic Sioux were pursued, and many 
of them killed. During; Charbonneau's time, another war 
party of the same nation appeared on the other bank of the 
Missouri ; in the Large Manitari village there were only eight- 
een men, the rest being out on a hunting expedition, but 
the other village collected all its warriors. The Mandans 
joined them, they forded the river on horseback to make 
an attack, and reached a ravine, where they faced the foe. 
The Sioux called to the Manitaries, that they would firat 
smoke together, on which all sat down, showed each other 
their pipes, and began to smoke. This done, the chief of the 
SiouK advanced and called lo his adversaries that they were 
come here to fight; both sides knew that they had brave men 
opposed to them, and he, therefore, considered it would be 
more honourable lo leave the wood, and combat in the open 
plain, which was agreed tti by both parties. They proceeded 
into the plain and commenced the attack. Two Mandans, 
the Coalj and the Black Cat,'" had previously had a dispute 
with each other, and were now resolved to see which of them 
would fight the best. The Sioux soon gained considerable 
advantages, and the Mandans and Manitaries [333] were 



■** Both thrac rhiefs vpjr itiU Urlng a1 the- Manrlnri vilU^H v^hcn Lcnii and 
Clark ptti5c4 a winlci f jSim-os) ftinui^j Uicm. Blflck Qnl. or Puacojpsihc, UvcJ 
Ai the sczaaH villngrH jincl wft* hfsn^ t'hi^f of thf irlbr. Clark hny% *ii hini fOr^f- 
fHlJ Jourrtait, i, i>- 3<&], " Thin rhtd pa»csacs men- inL^^ly, (armncaa, inlclUgirncc, 
uid ijcrtipicuety of mhn] ihaQ any indian I bavc mrl wiib la ibia i.|Uartvr." TUff 
Coftlp or ShL>uhnrrr]ra, Knv fbjcf of lh« firsE vf}la^, An Arikam, hr hai brni 
Adapl«l by the Mandans omoo^ wham he had rU«n 1^ * chidtaliuhip.-^ £l>. 
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already beginning (o retreat towards the forest, when the 
Blacic Cat called to the Coal, his adversary, who was among 
the retreating parly, whether this rctieat was a proof of his 
vaunted cojragc? On which the Coal recovered himscll, 
took his adversary by the arm, and said, ** Well then, we 
will die tc^clher! *' They both lumcd hack and rode into 
the thickest of the enemy. Their example was instantly 
followed by all the other warriors; they recommenced the 
attack with rcneww! vigour; the enemy was totally worsted, 
and many of their people ldlled> 

At another time a war party of the Sioux appeared opposite 
the village I^:s Soulicrs,'*" in the large prairie. The Man- 
itaries crossed the river, defeated the rnemy, and pursued 
them for twenty miles. The Sioux constantly remained near 
the river to keep their opponents from their camp in hills, 
where their women and children were placed. A Sioux, 
wearing a handsome feather cap and tufls of hair, proceeded 
along the hills, and a Manitart chief pursued this enemy on 
a fleeter horse, and overtook him. Both dismounted and 
fought with their knives Ull the Sioux was killt-d. Forty- 
eight of the enemy were slain, while the Manitaries lost only 
three men. The Mandans had supported their allies and 
neighbours in this battle. Charbonncau w.is witne<4s of this 
action, and said that in the following night the scalp dance 
was performed H Ten or twelve years ago the Manitaries 
were preparing an antelope park, and one of their people, 
who was occupied in a ravine, collecting the wood necessary 
for the purpose, was shot by some Ai^siiiiboins, who were lying 
in ambush. The relations were in the act of placing the de- 
ceased on the stage for the dead, when about thirty Assini- 
boinsv with two calumets, came to the village to conclude a 

*" Tke French nkme for * people claicly rdMci To the MEaiUrert but rpcftk' 
tag a Bomcvlui iJHtrcnl dukct. and LoEiAidntd by tattty pblkiloBlsb u a m^ 
tntt trihe. Sh our Toliirnet v^ p lAj, nat«ioo; uid joUi p.350,noEc jiO^^ Kd. 
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peace, not knowing that another band of their people had 
just committed the above-named murder All the inhabit 
lants hastened together, attacked and killed about twenty 
Assiniboins, took three of the women prisoners, while the 
few remaining of the party escaped by flight. Individuals 
arc even now often murdered on both sides; and only three 
weeks before my arrival at Fort Clarke, thrtr of the enemy 
had come to the bank opposite the fort, and made signals 
that they wished to be conveyed across. A man and two 
women accordingly went over in a leather boat, on Which 
the stran^rs immediately shot the man, and the women with 
difficulty escaped- 

Fort Clarke is about three quarters of a mile below the 
dte of the old fort of Lewis and Clarke, 300 paces from 
the Mandan village, Mih-Tutta Hang-Kufih, and be- 
tween eighty and ninety paces from ihc southern side 
of the river, in a level prairie, above the rather steep 
bank of the Missouri- This bank, innmediately below 
the Indian village, is much higher and quite perpendicular. 
About 200 paces below the fort b a streamlet which has 
steep clay banks, and at the distance of aoo paces from the 
Missouri divides into t\^'o arms, one of which comes down 
further south, and the other about 700 paces behind the fort, 
after issuing from the hills into the level prairie. This chain 
of hills limits the back-ground of the prairie, and closes on 
thai Side the view from the fort-'" Thegroimd near the stream 
[334] is overgrown with grass, and, in its many windings, 
bushes and tall plants adorn the banks, especially of the 
class syngenesiit^ such as soltdago, &c,, the seeds of which 
arc sought after in ^'inter by the Fringilla Unaria, and the 
Emberiza nivclis. In the spring and autumn wild ducks 
frequent this stream, which is inhabited by river tortoises; 
ihe unto, too, is found in it. As soon as it freezes, which, 
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in 1833. it did in November, the ducks nrigrate to the ponds 
and lakes a few miles distant, where they remain with 
pelicans, swans, wild gccsc, divers, cnmcs, and olher water 
fowlj Itll these lakes are likewise froxen. AUjiit a league 
below Fort Clarke the Missouri nnakes a bend to the east or 
north cast, and on this part of the bank is a rather extensive 
forest, in which the inhabitants of Mih-Tutla-Hang-Kiish 
have built their winter village of sixty or seventy huts. From 
the above villa^ there is easy access across the prairie, which 
is, in general, level, to Ruhptarc, the second Mandan village, 
there being only a couple of small ravines filled with brush- 
wood, the resort of prairie hens, to break the Icvl-I Oppo- 
site the fort, on ihx: left shore of the Missouri, a fine forest 
of poplars, elms, maples, ash, &c., vrilha thick undergrowth of 
every variety of shrub, extends to the prairie hills. In this 
forest the inhabitants of Ruhplare live in the winter time, 
directly opposite their summer village-'" 

Fort Clarke itself is built on the same plan as the other 
trading posts of ihe Com]>any. The front and back of the 
square are forty-four paces in length, the sides, forty-nine 
pacc5> The northern and southern comers have block- 
houses; the buildings are of one story, and they were just 
erecting a new one, with a couple of rooms, having gcxxl glass 
windows, which, however, was not yet completed. In front 
of the postern gate was the machine in which the skins arc 
made up into bundles, each bundle consisting of ten bufTalo 




"* This locittan of tbe Mjiad^n viJUgM corTcspondt ynOi tlv account of LcwU 
4iilJ Claik. t:]tccpL (IiaI iKcac cjipLorciB rcpicKiLl RuIipUi^ u aJIualiTcl un \hr iMMlh 
bank of ihr Mi9wiin — iauhrtrsi tb«r «naipr village, ii«frpLy&^ by MitiTTiliaa. 
When the finallpo* bvepi away Ui« iohabitoAU of these villa^ (i^J7)i ^^ rem- 
nuit of Ihc UuuUu ^LnuiJuEicJ Ihcm (o the Aiikan, lUJil lurnLcd i^nc 3CQ*U vIUa^ 
bctwven thdr fonriH towna ind the mouth of KoiTr Rivrr, By i4»5 Ihfy br(«n 
iBOVJng 10 Uit Kort Berthold rcscrvBlion, when ihcv lu>-c >ince llv^d, loul^d on 
tbv «-ni IvnL *A thi: MJBKniri, Tlirir dwclLia^ a^r cLicfly bg hitfi, AUbniifth a 
(vw tJirth lijd^ mny yti tr vxtx. S« O. D. Whcwlrr, '* l^m of the Mandaiu," 



^ 



iSj3'(S^] Maximilian's Travels aj5 

hides, and weighing too pounds* A small piece of garden- 
ground IS laid out behind the fort, andfnot far ofT, on the 
banks of the stream^ the Indians had planted some small 
fields of maize and gourds. There were only three dogs in 
Ihc fort, which were always shut out in the evening. At 
thw time we had little opportunity of following tlie chase; 
the herds of buffaloes had gone to a distance, and the hunt- 
ers were obliged to make long excursions before they could 
meet with them. There was, however, a sufficient stork 
of food for the hurscs in the fort, a.nd sometimes a good many 
horses were kepi there; but, at this season, most of them had 
been soldj in consequence of the competition in trade. These 
am'mals are very badly treated; they are scarcrly housed in 
a stable during the whole winter^ and in the coldest nights 
they were in the court-yard, while the congealed snow lay 
on their backs and shoulders^ some inches thick. They had 
no food \n the winter, except the bark of the po|»lar trees in 
the forest; and, when the weather was not too rigorous, and 
the snow too deep, they were driven thither daily- The dogs 
have also to pass the night in ice and snow. Fort Clarke 
possessed no oxen, nor any domestic animals, except some 
eocks and hens, which latter begin to lay in \farch. Oxen 
would be in danger from the numerous Indians, who con* 
sider them as a medicine [325] of tl»e while men, which may 
be prejudicial to them in hunting the buffaloes. There were 
a few tame cats in the fort, but not sufficient to reduce the 
great numbers of rats. These animals (the Norway rats) 
were so numerous and troublesome, that no kind of provision 
was safe from their voracity; their favourite food was the 
maize, among which they committed sad havoc; and it was 
calculated that they daily devoured five bushels, or 25*^ 
pounds. There were often from 500 to 800 bushels of this 
com in the loft at a time. The rats were brought hither by the 
American ships ; but. as yct» they have not reached the Man- 
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itari villages. The Indians killed seven of these creatures in 
the prairie, which were on their route from Fort Clarisc to 
tho9c ullages. No rats have since attempted to visit them, 
hiit it is nK>rc than probaUc that they vv'ill, crc long, find 
their way thither, 

'Y\ic only neighbours of the fort are the Indian villa^^cs, 
ITicy are anrroimdcd by their stages for the dead, which 
form a very strange appearance, and, in the warm season, 
when the wind blows from that direction, spread most dis- 
agrcc&blc and unwholesome exhalations.'" In the summer 
time, the many Indians engaged in various occupations in 
the prairie, and their numerous horses graiing around, give 
great animation to the country; but, in winter, the land- 
scap)c is extremely dead and monotonous. The extensive 
while plain is enlivened by neither man nor beast, unless, 
indeed, some herds of buffaloes are in the neighbourhood, or 
a few hungry wolves are prowling about in search of food. 
At that season there is generally more life on the frozen 
river, as the Indians an? continually going backwards and 
forwards from their winter to their summer villages, and to 
the foft. Men, women, children, and dogs, drawing little 
sledges, are seen on it all day long; and the people cf the 
fort amuse themselves with skating, and the children with 
sledges, especially on Sundays.'" 

The climate in the country about Fort Clarice is, in gen- 
eral, healthy; yet, in the spring and autumn, and even in 
winter, there are always some disorders which carry off many 
of the inhabitants, especially the Indians, who arc entirely 
destitute of medical assistance- In the winter which wc 
pa^ed here, several such epidemics prevailed, which affected 
very many of the people; and some of the Whites, too, were 



■■* Sm lUuitTAilon on p in. our volump xvl, for thoe burlnl «u^F4- — EO- 
'*" Sa PUua ig, oa> and 5Q» in ihc utompuijdig Llk^ out vulume nr— £». 
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severe sufTerers. A great many children n*ere canted off 
by the hooping cough, and some Indians by diarrhoea and 
colic; and the cholera having prevailed on the Lower Mis- 
souri, it was at 6rst (eared that it had penetrated thus far, 
though these apprehensions afterwards proved to be ground- 
less. In consequence of the frequent and sudden changes 
of the temperature, catarrh is very common among the half- 
naked Indians; a^es are quite unknown here. The winter 
is usually accompanied with much rain, snow, stormy, and 
tempestuous weather. At times there ha^'e even been snow* 
storms late in May, from which Indians have perished in the 
prairie. In April, last year, a father and fion were there 
frozen to death. 

Great inundations are rare; since Charbonneau carac to 
this country, wWch was aliout thirty-seven [336] years 
since, there have been only two, which, however, were very 
severe.'" Earthquakes, which are frcqjcnt on the Missis- 
appi, have not beer noticed here; a circumstance confirmed 
by Volney, March and April are called by the Indians the 
horses^ winter, because, when the weather is warm, the horses 



^■* In thv first and grrAint (ChBrbonnptu did im ivmanbpr in vhAT ynr II 
occumd] the wniFr roc truty fcpet Above io mttol te*<L Only \ht lopo cf lb« 
poplars inn \s> be vrrn. Bud ^k ice Ity abotc ■ raonlt on ihe land. tjlJ \\ vu mcllnl 
by Ibe lun The wrorri knuDdation tcjok plire an ihe 6(h of Apn]» i#4i^: ih* 
waEtr rcHT, nl dtybrtJiki so rapidly (Uid to high, thai ChurlnniiHu wm compclttd 
ta«Ha[ir, wfih aomcui his piupcri)'* tCJ the niidillc M4allA.ri TiLUrjc, I'Mrmmlct ffucn 
the Mi«ouri, and En tiike refuge nii ^ ^XAF.k. of miiite, where he pjucd rhrei* ilnyi 
without £rc» in u cold nntih wind, At\6 drifling snow- The whicr to« iwcntrfw 
f«t above iU M&\ix\ level. The lidiiihitjiais of Qflecn lend a( Ihc Skrui. btli>v ihc 
SKhc (near The Gund RLvcr. betow chf ArikliAni VLllagral. were all drowntd. In 
(he wooded point of litnd, nt Ihe mouTii cf (he Chayciinc lUv?r» lived n mim njuncd 
Ptval Scr^r who uhcIhI wiih Uic Siuux- Tlir Malci htiiiE npidljr, he took nfujzp, 
with hii goodi, an Ihe Kot of hti 1via<ie» which, hnwi-uu, vis« or long, lifted up by 
ibc rivtr &nd uTTJed « good way down the sIreAm, Al ihis pLm Ihe jce h&d formed 
t dnn ; Ihr hoim? wria floated Into the wood on the Innk, «nd there deposited un- 
injured' la the yeiu i7^4p whfo Ih«tT ttrre audi c*tei\sive inundiiljonft in Eimpr, 
tbcy also QCcutted In Ajuejico, u Volnej- relates of the SuvjUchftaaA- — Maxz- 
■11 IAN, 
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are often driven to pasttire in the prairie, and then violent 
fitonns of snow sometimes occur suddonlj', and destroy many 
of these animals. 

The difft-R-nte of climrit^- a ft-w days' joumry down the 
Missouri is often very ^jjie-at; for in many seasons the gourds 
are ripe in the Arikkora villages, when they iLie only in bios* 
som with the Mandans, and the trees are in (lower there, 
when the leaves are but just beginning to sproul her^; a 
difference which is, of course, still greater the further you 
go down the river. At the Mandan villages, the leaves of 
the plants seldom appear before Nfay; the willows on the 
banks, perhaps, a little sooner. The flowers in the prairie 
are said not to blossom earlier, and in some >'ears the trees 
have not been clothed with foliage till the end of May. The 
changes of temperature arc often sudden and unpleasant.'*' 
The summer is always dry and hot, yet the heal is not so 
enervating as on the Mississippi, though, in the prairies, 
when there is no wind stirring, it is ejiccsavely oppressive* 
Swarm!^ of mosquitoes are a great torment in the summer 
time, but not in the same degree every year. Lost summer 
they were not >T^ry numerous. We were assured that July 
is tlic only month in the year which is i^ithoijl frost; before 
and after it there are frosts nightly."' In the heat of summer 
the creeks become dry, and the crops of maize of the Indians 
often fail in consequence of the drought. In the year 1833, 
the crop was not very good, though it did not entirely fail- 
Autumn is generally the most pleasant season of the year, 

'** Mr- Ludlow, al Fort Pferrcr rode oiit od « «um dftf about Ihree fr^n 
ago. ID hum a buffalo. At nij^hiTal] i: began to njn. and tbe party wcu noi welt 
fufoUbed Willi blankcti Towards morning, froel ul in, A.nd aU ibcir clut}iC4 w<tr« 
fnucB quitr HtiS| K thai maay uf ibc (vjmpUDy clid doI| foi aomc timOj xtttt^fs 
from Uir cffnta i>[ tbii uuld irlttlU' — Ma^liuilia;*, 

'■^ Voliuj, who ssTfB nn admirabtc dc»criptJon of the cUmalc of tht Unltod 
SniH, snyi, that July it ihr c^nl/ tnoriib In thr ynj without imit be PhliadflphUu 

CeiMiitfiif h-y Ed. S« Film'* l^tten in our voJucie Ia, p. 13;, note iti. 
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Fine, bright, clear days, with modcmtc heat, prevafl; the 
leaves, indeed, fall in October; and even in autumn [337} (he 
changes of temperature are frequently great and rapid. On 
the 17th October the i^'eaiher was fin«, serene, and warm, 
and on the 18th such a sharp frost, with a storm of snow, 
that two Indians were frozt-n to death in the prairie. The 
winter is long, and generally severe; most animals then mi- 
gt^te, and, therefore, the winter Fauna has but a few species 
whereof to boast. We were lold that, about new year, there 
is usu^y a very cold interval of about a week, which was 
the case during our visit; and the Indians have^ on thU ac- 
count, called one of their months '* the moon of the seven 
cold days." The winter of 1833-34 is considered as one of 
the most severe. The mercury in the thermometer waft 
frozen for several days, and, at Fort Union, the cold is said 
to have been 47° Fahrenheit, below zero,"* The snow is 
seldom more than two feet deep, but it remains a long time, 
oftrii unchanged liU the month of March — a proof of the 
dryness of the climate. In the dreadful storms of snow 
which perfectly darken the air, the compass is an important 
and necessary instrument; in fact, it is, at all times, indis- 
pensable in these prairies. The winter of 183a was extremely 
mild; there was scarcely any snow, and the inhabitants did 
not remember to have had such a season for many years. 
The Missouri generally freezes in November. Last year 
(iS^a), on the 24lh November, and likewise in the winter 
of this year (1833), it froze on the 23rd Kovembcr. but only 
in some places, at which the ice was passable two days after. 



*** Tfai5 probablf moia* 47* bcto« fmzJn^ pr^tit; for ff ll wetv xa he under* 
Mood Oi if* b^rov 0. of FiihrenhftI, it would be 79° below fieeung pdnl, — - 
U. Evjvns Luivd. 

Cimmertt by Ed- A [nirious misL-oncrption nn ihe part of Unyd. ibe Enitljjb 
Inrulamr, who could not bcMcvr ihi4 accQunt of thr intense tafd on ibe vct%teTa 
pniiri« of (he United States, Miuiiulli&n undoubl«Uy Eoleridcd yitl yhm be 
H)S— ' A Ltuperature reoonJ nat unknown In ncciu winien. 
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Close to the fort it is seldom frozen quite across, there being, 
generally^ a narrow open channel, which, however, is not 
of any great length. Thir freezing of the NGssouri in this 
part of the coumr}% which continues unintemiptedly through- 
out the winter, is not to be compared with that of other 
targe rivers; for instance, the Mississippi — for the Ujjper 
Missouri has at this season much less depth and rapidity, 
BO that ]l freezes the more easily. Mr, Kipp recollectedj in 
in the eleven years of his residence here, the greatest degree 
of told to have been 36** below zero. The east and north 
winds are generally accompanied, at Fort Oarke, with snow 
and rain: the north and north west winds axe cold» In 
spring and autumn there arc violent storms, and but few 
days arc without wind, which, in fact, is pretty nearly the 
case in all seasons of the year. In cold winters the sun often 
has a parhelion-on either side. In the spring and autumn, 
there arc often splendid northern lights, while in winter ihey 
an? very raa% and arc most frequently seen in autumn at 
about ten o'clock in the evening. 

The water of the Missouri is cold» refreshing, and very 
wholesome. In spring and summer it is not so tianspafL-nt 
as at other limes; in frosty weather in winter, it is perfecdy 
dear, as many travellers have testified. The water in the 
small streams is generally bad, having something of a brack- 
ish tastr; and tht banks of the Missouri are frequently cov- 
ered with a very thin, white, saline coating. Lewis and 
Clarke frequently speak of this phenomenon. The soil in 
this coimtry is said to be, in general, fruitful in the plains; 
and especially in the valleys which lie [328] between the hills, 
there is a stratum of black mould, more than two feet thick, 
but the excessive drought, in summer and winter, causes 
many crops to fail. The almost incessant wind dries Ihe 
ground to such a degree, that it soon absorbs the little mois- 
ture proceeding from the rain. The dew, besides, is not sufii- 
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ciently copious to refresh and support the parched v^gelation, 
as il does in hot countries. When manure was spread upon 
the prairies, it was immcKliately converted into dust, and 
blown away by the wind. The Mwdans and Manitaries 
cultivate very fire maire. without ever manunng the ground; 
but iheir fields are on the low banis of the river, sufficiently 
sheltered by eminences, where the soil is particularly fruitful* 
When, after many years, the field is exhausted, they let it 
lie fallow, and cultivate another spot, since these extensive 
wildernesses offer them inexhaustible resources. They have 
been advised to use manure, at which, however, they oniy 
laugh. Mr. Kipp intended to make a trial with some ex- 
hausted Indian land, and to manure it; for this purpose, 
he meant to spread earth over the manure, that Ihc wind 
might not so easily affect it^ and in this way he hoped, in 
the sequel, to convince the Indians, who pertinaciously 
abide by their old prejudices. They have extremely fine 
maize of different species. Mr. Kipp has made frequent 
trials of blue flowering |>otatoes, which succeeded extremely 
well; but the Indians were so eager after these incompar- 
able roots, that he could not keep enough for seed- One 
Indian, however, in Mih-Tutta-Hang^Kush, had prudently 
preserved some potatoes in order to plant them; and thus 
it may be hoped that they will be gradually propagated 
among these people. 

It appears, from what has been above stated, that drought 
and want of wood are the chief impediments to the culti- 
vation and settlement of the Whites in the prairies of the 
Upper Missouri — an opinion in which most of the persons 
engaged in the service of the Company agree, though Brad- 
bury thinks differently.^" 

With respect to the geological formation of the soil, it ap- 
pears chiefly to consist tA day, sand, and sand-stone. All 

"• See our volume t, p. 967*—- Bih 
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Ihc chains of hills which traverse ihc prairie, and of which 
ihcrc is one along both ihc banks of Ihe Missouri, consist 
of cky rnix^ with sand, and of sand-stone, with many jm- 
prCEsions and petrifactions of shellfish, and the Fingular 
baculitcs, which are found everywhere on the Missouri and 
its tribularies, and even hcfL* and thrre in the beds of the 
strcftTDS. Fossil bones are frequently found, and, in the cal- 
careous rock further dawn the Missouri, entire skeletons, 
twelve, fourteen, or even more, feet tn length, of reptiles of 
the crocodile kind> uf which I brought Ijack one, found in 
the vicinity of the Bir Bend^ for which I am indebted to Ihe 
kindness of Major O'Fallon, at St, Louis,'" It appears 
that there are no minerals in this country, and, [539] in the 
Immefliate vicinity of Fort Clarke, col even time. On (he 
Other hand, the strata of black, bituminous coal appear in the 
hills for many hundred miles. This coal ignites easily, with 
a strong sdphureoussmellj but it does not emit sufiicient heat 
loservcas fuel or for the forge."*' In many places it may be 
evidently seen that these strata have been on fire. The sur- 
rounding day is frequently burnt red, and the shards are 
perfectly coloured, hard and sonorous, like our bricks and 
Dutch clinkers. About Fort Clarke they know nothing; of 
such fires, but they have frequently occurred lower down 
Ihe Missouri. The R-d day, which wc have so often spoken 
of, appears to have been elevated by the action of fire. On 



"* A more ucunUe fompuison hoj thawn thai this anlc^klvlaii animal dws 
VKtt dlUvr from tht Mouiiuruun which hnt bMH louiiil In ri*ny p*na fif Ntrth 
America; fend Professor CuldfuHt* nt Buno, will give im a cincnptlon of it- I 
hav<< alrrady mcntlourd lluit I am. unrvdujiitLrly- "eiL nbk Vv furnish any paiticu- 
Ian ot Ihe wver*l spcnmem *i( ihi* kiruJ wliirh 1 hiiH oHuned, be<ira*e 1 fcave 
LoAt the whotc caUb^cloQ b^ th? biuning of the Auinil»in ^lerunci' in the MU^Duri. 
M^ny i?i the >p<;ciinciia observed by mc arc licK-ribod, willj fiifLirOj in Di- %• 0. 
Monnn't "Synopsis ol The Ofjjinir RMnalriii of ilic CxeUcfoiB Group* of tlie 
UnlKi^d Stfttci^ lUuctnted by mnciocn pbtn, Arc. PhiUddpbJAj 1S34."— Maxi- 

'" Srctbovemi oo the ow oftUKcooIt guf voluow axii, {1.3^4.1x110336^ En. 
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the banks, ejttremcly light, porous, cellular, red brown scoriae 
are everywhere found, which the people here call pumice 
stone, though they are totally different from the fossil usually 
so called, and of which extensive strata arc found on the 
banks of the Rhine, Petrifactions of animals and plants arc 
to be looked for only on the banks of the rivers^ though they 
doubtless are as frequent in the chains of hills, where they 
are concealed by the greensward from the eye of the passing 
observer. I was told that, in the prairie^ about twenly mOes 
distant from Fort Clarke, there are places in the hills where 
the organic remains of the antediluvian world lie exposed 
on the surface, but Ihat country can be ^sited only for 
short inter\'als of time, and that, loo, attended with great 
danger, on account of the hostile Indians. Entire petrified 
trunks of trees, such as we had obsen-ed on the banks of 
the Missouri, are said to be there, and impressions of crabs, 
or similar Crustacea, have been found. The Indians speak 
of a petrified man, at the distance of three or four days' 
journey, whose head is round, and lies detached from the 
body. The story about the head is, probably, incorrect, as 
they pretend to be aWe to discern the countenance; but the 
rest of the skeleton is said plainly and distinctly to be seen. 
These are, doubtless, the remains of some antediluvian 
animal. It is much to be regretted that it is impracticable 
to explore, without much risk, a coimtry so abounding with 
remains of this nature. 

The extensive prairies, and their hills, certainly produci^ 
a great variety of plants, of which a part only have bei'n 
described. Bradbury collected many plants about the Man- 
dan villages, which were described by Pursh;'" and Nuttall's 

•• Frtfterlrk Pursh Ul'jA-i^^^)- * fordgfi JiflMniii who cnme lo [lie United 
St&WA in 1 799 nod Apent twelve yean eJtp]f>ring Jti plant life^ la r£u lie w^ni (9 
^"l^f*^ whcTc be publiabrd FUrra Amnka StfictUwitmolis (Loncloji. 1814). He 
4U«d at Moncrval while amziging a cnlaloguf of CAiudiAn pluici- See alvr Bimd* 
bu/y^A TnoMs in our voliunc v, p. vA. — £i>. 
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works likewise contaio meny; '*" but tbere is, undoubtedly, 
much remaining 1o be done, especially in the chain of the 
Black HiUs. The countr>\ aboui ihe Missouri, has its pe- 
culiar botanical characters. The tongues of land al the bends 
of the river arc generally covered with wood; other parts of 
the bankfi more rarely 9c; the species of tree^ and dirubs 
which occur here have already been mentioned. There arc 
no pines in the vicLnit>' of Fort Clarke; but they arc found 
higher up the river; nor arc there any birth Irccs; indeed, 
I did not meet with one on the whole course of the Missouri. 
Thcsc do not ;rrow, except on the tributaries of the Upper 
Missouri, for instance. Knife River. At the distance of three 
days* journey from the mouth, at the foot of the mounlams 
which are improperly called La C6te Noire, though they 
join the Black HillSf of which they are a branch, the latter 
form (j3o] a A-ery interesting chain, which runs neaHy in 
a north-east direction from La Platle and the great northern 
bend of the Missouri. They lie about lOO miles to the east 
of the Rocky Mountains, and fona the watershed between 
the Ml&souriy Missu&lppi, and Arkansas, %\Tral rivers har- 
ii^ their sources in those mountains,**' Many kindsof fossOs, 
and numerous fpecies of plants and animals, which do not 
occur on the Missouri, are found on those hills. The paper 
birch {BehtlA papyfo^m) groirs tliar^, of the bark of which 
the northern Indians make the large pirogues, which are 
described in various works on Xorth America. This tree 
is often thicker than a man's body; the bark is stripped off 

** See piiffcn to oar •m^omt liii, Io> ikr«di ol Bit of Thoaai N«naa^ Ed. 

"^IfaaiBifaa appvn to tfniBfVtft tvm« La Cficc N^^c Aod ike Bbd 
nat Tbe W« CMes No4fa »*», fcovrwr, ■pp&id t? iW cvfjr wjvflnin to 
tW cMbc body <d tiic bi^hluKb b K<br*^A, ud b 5o«h ud Nortb DtiMft. 

TW ItaiuifaQ frf Ar iin Bkick HlUi » ibe pwdcnlw dnto »* thw M«>d l» 
S«A Oikeca, i< «< n«>m mt. Itiri— m mtkm m tm^am mmr U tlMli« 
•c Ulb kno p«it ofoibcf tbc l^iMpfJ or iW AfkaMM 
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in large sheets, by making two parallel transverse incisions 
above and below, and then a j>erpeDdicular incision; after 
which the bark is loo&ened by means of wooden wedges. It 
is dty^ and eomes off vo^' casUy* Within is the smooth 
watered skin used by the Indians for writing their charac- 
ters upon, from which circumstance the tree has derived 
its botanical name. The Black Hills are said to be likewise 
interesting in a zoological point of view. Among other ani- 
mals found there, an^ the panther [Fdis toncoUn), seventl 
Species of rodeniia squirrels^ &c. 

In the prairies on the Missouri, near Fort Clarke^ the same 
spedes of cactus are found as near Fort Union; the 
grasses are not of so many species as might be supposed ; 
Cbcndrosmm olifiostachyum (Nces), which grows to the height 
of ten or twelve feet, and Bryzophyrum spicatum, arc, how- 
ever, found there. As I had no opportimity of botaniang 
here in the summer time, my list of plants of this part of 
the country is very incomplete; but Bradbury and Nuttall 
were more fortunate. Many officinal plants grow here, but 
there are no physicians to direct the use of them. 

In the forests about Fort Clarke^ only a very small quan< 
tity of useful timber is found. The poplar bums quickly, 
and emits much heat, and the bark serves for the winter 
food of the horses. The animal kingdom has many inter- 
esting species, for those of the extensive western prairies 
are united with those of the cold regions of North 
America. The best accounts of the former are given by 
Say, whose eariy death is deeply to be deplored:** and for 
those of the more northern regions, Richardson's ad 
mirable Fauna Borcali-Amcricana is replete with interest 
and information. The buffalo herds do not appear in 

** For brief xkcLch cf Tbouiju Sny, trc our toIiudc jdv, Jamcs^A Lvn/f't £s- 
ftditwn, p. 40, xKrte i, Mujmi^n 5|wnt put ol Iht ninifr nf i8jS"J3 wlih thh 
aaXunlai ml New Harmony (tpcouj voltim* sadi); and visiied him upflii hb rvtum; 
Ikc ditd, however (Ociobcr» 1854)- JiWufwrihe pnoalud itachcd Europe. — Ep. 
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the immediate vicinily of Fort Clarke, except when the 
winter is \'cry severe, because they arc too much disturbed by 
the numrrous Indians in Uie neighbourhood- The hunlrrs 
of th€ fort arc often obliged to ride twenty miles before they 
find them. In the cold snow-storms, so prevalent during 
the winter, the"*' animals take refuge in the forests on the 
banks, when greal numbers of them at^ killed, and it is often 
almost impossible to drive them out of the wood. Their 
bones and skulls, scattered all over the pmirie, prove the 
immense deslniction whicb is made of these harmless ani- 
mals. The elk may be shot at about eighteen miles from 
Fort Qarke; but it does not approach nearer, because of 
the Indian.s, to whom the skins of the elk are of great value in 
the manufacture of their shoes. The while-tailed [331] deer 
{Cervus Virginianus\ called by the French, le chevreuil, is 
found in the nearest woods, not a mile from the fort. The 
Uark-tailcd or mule deer is not to be seen within twenty 
or thirty miles. The cabri, or antelope (ArUHocapra Ord.), 
lives the whole year in the immediate vicinity, and in the 
summer, great numbers congregate together; but in the win- 
ter they go towards the mountains, where (hey find pro- 
tection against the snow, and return in April, when large 
herds of them are seen to pass the Missouri. The annexed 
woodcut, designed by Mr. Bodmer from the life, gives a 
perfect and correct idea of this animaJ.'** 

The bighorn (Ovis montane)^ the grosse-come of the 
French, is not found nearer than fifty miles from this port 
of the country. The Manitarics^ who go to the Black Hills 
and other mountainous tracts to hunt, kill a hundred or more 
of these animais in a season. The grizzly bear approaches 
to within four miles of the fort, because the Indians, who 
do not like to hunt them, leave them undisturbed. They 
aw, however, very fond of the flesh of the young bear; and 

" Sm opppoilt? pAgc for tUiutraUan o4 br^id a1 A niiiocapra Ont.-^ EDi 
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the daws are much valued by (hem, for the manufacture of 
their necklaces. Of the genus ccwiV, I mei wilh five wilcl 
Species in western North America. The changeable woU 
(Canis vmabUis)^ undoubtedly a distinct species, as Lewis 
and Oarlce likewise affirmj is very common on the whole of 
the Upper Missouri. It is found to vary in colour from wolf 
grey to pure white. In winter these amnmls are nearly fam- 
ished, and extremely lean- They closely follow the herds 
of buffaloes, and many ^ck, young, or weak animals become 
their easy prey; and when the hunters are abroad there is 
a rich harvest for the wolves. Tlicy even bile and devour 
each other, yet they did not meddle with the dead wolves 
which we left in the prairie; possibly they might not have 
been so [331] ravenously hun|;ry just then. 'ITiey distin- 
guish the report of a gun so well, that they hasten to the 
spot almost immediately after Ihe shot has been fired. The 
same is the case mth the ravens; and the Indian hunters 
afiirm that the woI^'e3 watch these birds, in order to ascertain 
the direction in which the prey is to be found: if a ]>oor 
animaJ has only been wounded, they are on the alert, and 
instandy pursue it, and it inevitably becomes their prey. 
In cold winters they are often so bold that they come into 
the villages, and approach the people's dwellinj^s. 

The red fox {Canis julvus) is very handsome, and at the 
same time common, though by no means so numerous as 
the wolves. The grey fox {Cunis ciru^ro-argentrus), and ihc 
cross fox (C'tvis decussatuz)^ are likewise found here. The 
black or silver fox {Canis argentatus). is met with sixty or 
se^-enly miles further north, but it is occasionally seen here, 
and the skin is highly prized, being soH for sixty dollars. 

The prairie fox is frequently seen, but the panther and 
the wild cat arc not often found. Beavers become more 
numerous on the Missouri and its tributaries the higher they 
are ascended, and the Indians catch them in considerable 
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numbers; their skins arc much valued by the Whites* I 
<^w one bc-autifully s[>oUctl with white; yellowish'whitc and 
pure white btavers are not unfrequenlly caught on the Yellow 
Stone. 

There arc, likewise, many interesting species of hirdfi, 
amonj; which are the lurkey-buzzard, the stone falcon, the 
owl (a very hardy bird, which remains here throughout the 
whole of the rigorous winter), the Carolina parrot, the hum- 
ming-bird {TfOfkilu% ajluhris), wild pigeon, wooilpeckerj 
magpie, and many others. There are many interesting 
species of reptiles in this part of the country, and I much 
regretted that I ^-as not here in the summer time, when, of 
course, they are more abundant and various. Several kinds 
of turtles frequent the Missouri and the prairies, [333] I 
was told that many species of lizard abound in summer, 
especially phrynosoma, of which there are many on the 
YeUow Stone, at Fort Union, and in the Valley of the Stone 
Walls. I was much surprised at not seeing a single animal 
of the lizard kind on my voyage on the Missouri. Of snakes 
there are many species; the black snake is not found here, 
but the Ccluber proximus (Say) is abundant, as well as the 
Celubcr€ximus, Thcreisonlyonekind of rattlesnake, which 
IS very common, and of a considerable size. Of frogs there 
are several kinds, of which the Ran4i fnfiiens (Schreb,), is 
the most beautiful; small tree frops likewise abound, and 
after a shower of rain, the ground is frequently quite covered 
with young frogs. Even many of the Whites believe that 
these lilde animals fall from the sky; they imagine that the 
rainbow draws the frogs up into the air at one end, and that 
Ihcy fall in a mass to the ground with the rain. 

Rut ffw sfiecies of fish frequent this part of the Missouri; 
among them are two kinds of cat-fish, the pike, sturgeon, 
gold-eye, and occasionally the butfalo {cataslomus). Doubt- 
less there arc many more species, but they have not been 
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noticed bj' the inhabitanls, and il is very difficult to procure 
them. Numerous insects of various species abounc] here, 
to the great annoyance of the inhabitants, such as mosqui- 
toes, and innumerable grasshoppers, which quickly devour 
the plant5 in the prairie, ajid arc themselves the food of 
many kinds of animals during ihv summer. 

To give a compleie picture of the country about Fort 
Clarke, wc must subjoin an account of the numerous Indians 
who inhabit this territory; namely, the three tribes of the 
Mandans, the Manitaries or Gros Ventres, and the Arikkaras, 
the latter of whom were absent during our sojourn here. In 
Older to make the narrative of our long residence at this 
spot (which will be given in the sequel) more intelligible, 
I shall annex, in the three following chapters^ the informa- 
tion I collected respecting those three Indian nations. 




CHAPTER XX\' 

ACcomfT or the uamdaiv dcdians 

In communicating the infonnation contained in the fol- 
lowing chapters, in which I mean to treat especially of some 
Uibcs of the aborigines of Norlh America^ I shall take it 
for granted that the reader h acquainted willi the interesting 
and important paniculars which have been given us by 
Messrs. Edwin James, T, Say, and Schoolcraft, Dr, E, 
James speaks especially of the origin of the North American 
Indians, of their near affinity lo each other; of the recently 
broached hypothesis of their descent from the Israelites, 
which he proves to be groundless, and which is contradicted 
by the bodily conformation of the Indians, and also of the 
injudicious and unjust trealmert whicli Ihey suffer from ihe 
Anglo-Americans. According lo him many of the Indian 
nations >x"ould long since have been converted to the Chris- 
tian religion^ and have sellled in fix^ alxxles, Hke Ihe Cher- 
okees, &c., if the earher missionaries had better understood 
the work on which ihey were sent, It is notorious that this 
subject was treated, in early limes, with the most unwarrant- 
able want of discrclion, and positive ignorance; that the 
greatest injustice was exercised towards the Lndiaji popu- 
lation, and that, even now^ wrongs untold arc heaped on 
this much to be pitied and oppressed race. A large portion 
of those nations has entirely disappeared, and the accounts 
which have been preserved of them are extremely imper- 
fect; others arc expelled from their native scats, mixed to- 
gether in small fragments of various tribes, half degenerated, 
and consequently now affording but lillle that can interest 
the inquirer. Such were the Indians whom Volncy saw: 
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ly to the west and north-west of the Mississippi may the 
Indians be yet found in their orif^nal state. Before, how- 
ever, I speak of them in general, I will describe more in 
detail a small tribe whieh has hitherto been wry imperfectly 
known. 

The Mandans (called by the Canadians, Ics Mandals)^"' 
by which name these Indians are generally known, though 
ft was originally given ihcm by the Sioux, were formerly a 
numerous people, who. according to ihe narrative of an aged 
man, lately deceased, inhabited thirteen, and [335] perhaps 
more villages.'*' They call themselves Numangkake (i, c:, 
men), and if they wish to particularize th€ir descent, they 
add the name of the village whence they came originally."* 
Some, for instance, call themselves Siptiske-Numangkakc, 
the men of the pheasant or prairie hens, from the village 
Sipuska-Mihte, pheasant village; others, Mato-Numangkake, 
the men of the bear> from the village Mato-Mihte, bear 
village, &c. &c. Another general name of this people is 

'" ManoulJB-ri tniist have bwn misirlnrnticd in rtgud to tbt Canhddoc-Frrnrh 
iwia fcr iht luunc of ihii liibe. Probably the eulim Account It that of La V^rcii' 
diyc, *liu vijJird ihcm tn iT^S-itg. Sec Doug]** Brymncr, Caspian Ankiva, 
iSO^, pp. t-1% lor ihejournaJ ol Uiis eirp«litioo- L* Vtrendryr h»d been informed 
by ll* \s«niUiqni thnl Ihc M*iidnii, whom he tailed '* Mantrifincs." wcrt a diStv- 
tat ncc from ihr Indium, he vos chrrrlori? diuppointrd vhrn upon nmting than 
Ise di^cDvtrvd (heir a^mikrlty (r> othrr krtown tnbt«nen. He waf <:ondi]clfd ia 
mijch slftle tn their villager of which ihcjc *cre live olim^ the Mi»ouri. and rt- 
nifllrwd amuDg them stveial weeks, reaching his foil OD tbt A»unibotn Januflrj lO* 
173^1 upon the murn joumty^^Sn. 

™ Th?fF ii rvld^tifC! both frem th« niimbfr of <t««!Tt«d Mandan vitLigs on 
Ihe Miiioun, *iid fcom th* accounts of the puly tTtv*ll*i3 — and (hif uYord* wfth 
Mdndait iradidon— ihat the numbtn nf Ihi; inbt hml ttunmiy been largr-r and 
their vilbi^(?3 more mimpmui; Bnugainuillr. in hk Af #m^irff xur la jVrtM^tfe FmtUf 
('75T}i c^'"' '"1 NtrthfTH ii«J l4Vj?w« 5rtUiirfaF*« r/ OiiJ'w (Toronto, 1878}, 
pi 8^1 tpcolu vS Kvrn funifjrj ^lUsKca; Aad Dn^d Thuui^wu^ "bu viaitni (hccu la 
'707"1>** ''>u'»d Ihr surnc numlicf- I^wl* dn<j rUrli irpor«l iliat fony jtfln be- 
fbr« Ihvir irmt. thvrr hgxi been nine, and ihat ihc po;>u1ition hud wanted before the 
Bituk* of the SkWJt BCd the iBVagcs of amallpcoip — Es. 

"f l#ft V£K9Ulrye (Cano^HJh XrcAiCtfj, 18801 p' 5) givM th«ir ftborieinal name 
■a Oiuchlpouannt—- Ei>- 
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Mahna-Naira^ Ihc sulky, because they separated from the 
rest of their natinnT and went higher up the Mi^snuri. 

Thc t-arly history of the Mandans is involvt'd in obscurity; 
their own traditions and legends will be discussed in the se- 
quel, when treating on their religious ideas, 'I'hcy affirm that 
they destcnd originally from the more ciistern nations, near 
(the sea-coast,*'* Though the above-named villages do not 
all exist at this time, these Indians still call themselves by 
their several names. They formerly dwelt near the Heart 
River:'" when Charhonneau arrivefl here at ihe t?rd of ihe 
last century, the two Mandan villages, which are still stand- 
ing, were about six or eight miles further down the Missourip 
/ The small-pox and the assaults of their enemies have so re- 
I duced this people, that the whole number now reside in two 
I villages, in the vicinity of Fort Clarke. These two 
villages are Mih-Tutta-Hang-Kush (the southern village), 
about 300 paces above Fort Clarke, and on the same side of 
the river, and Ruhptare,"" about ih^ miles higher up, 

"' Warden Ji (niiukcn vhcn tc uri (Vol. til- p. 554)1 th«t Iho MAfidaiu nn 
ik^ccodcd fiom tli« Ciuvis. (or tills ia ajiiiLiCBblfl to llic MantUui«a« ti uvbom we 
tfull *p«Ak irtcTWArd,— Maxiuiliut, 

■*' F*if HeMTT RhrT 4« (HjT viilume 1. p. I48, TWT* <)l- Thr rarjrfrm North 
Diikala town nl Mindan iijkn tin wxmc Ittim ihn trvJitJuiuk] MtDdim villajfi nrtir 
Ie» lilc — Ed, 

^ Lflwifl And Clarke ^mt^ ifau noma RooputpF. vMch uiacomci- (Sm Ac- 
LDUOt ol ihcir J-jTifnry, Vul. I. p. ijo) Tlicac tclctifticd UivcUni [f4Ji««] \\k 
vinur *[xionK the Mandiri^ untJ g^ve mjiny pnnjfuUni fpiptcilng ihcm, which, 
on the whole, art corrtd; but their proper names anil words tram the MftncLui and 
ManLtnrl laaiuaifej arc, in ^ncial. LaA^tumlfly andmUnd and wn'ttrn, \i is 
laid, ihfy r^rrlivd thrfr fnforrnalion frnm a prr^on nnmed Jnslume, who spnlce 
Ihe lingua^ very iinpcHccil/, «f we vcrc ai*«rrd cv<ry^»heTC ^n ihc Miteyjrt. 
Of t1ii» kJitil AIT trinrty uf ilic luuDca mrnltimrd h_v lIidk LiavcUcia, whicli nrriher 
Ih* JnitiAfii rtrpr ihr Vlliiipi wert able fd uDdEnrAnd; fi^r irutanLY, AhnaTumt^ 
(Vol. 1' p« 1'5). a people whou-eskld loba^c formerly dwell beiw^cb the Mufulana 
ArvJ the Mvulorio; ULcwiMr MahawUn, wbcrc Uk AiwacAhinu tiveil {Aid-), ibe 
fnurlh vitla^ it jjid to !x«^* »rf«n railed Mrliharj™, and (o have been EnhabtlHl 
by Manilann {ihiJ')i of nil thcst natrtes, ttrept, pertiape» Mahawhn, whirh ou|[hl 
probably to be Mactuxto* oubtKJy ixiuld give ui the sJighisl ialuimaduat no) c<vii 
C-hfrboniWBU, thaugh he hu lived hen w many year*^ ll ii ntfrssuy to be much 
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likcwiBC on the same bank. Tbe first had, at the time of 
our visit, sixty-five hut5, and contained about 150 warriors; 
the other, thirty-fighl huts and eighly-llirwr warriors. 
AccoTxJing lo this, the tribe had not more than 330 or 340 
warriors; and, on the whole, scarcely 900 or 1000 souls; 
Dr. [336] Morsc,'^* therefore, estimates the number of these 
people rather too high, when he states il at lajo souJs- 

The Mandans are a vigorous, well-made race of people, 
rather above the middling stature, and very few of the men 
could be called short. The tallest man now living was 
Mahchd-Karehde (the flying war eagle), who was 5ve feet 
ten inches two lines, Paris measure (above ax feel English), 
In general, however, they are not so tall as the Manitarics. 
Many of ihem are robust, broad ^shoulderetl, and muscular, 
while others are slender and small limbed. Their physiog- 
nomy is, in general, the same as that of most of the Missouri 
Indians, but their noses are not so long and arched as those 
of the Sioux, nor have iht-y such high cheek bones. The 
nose of the Mandans and Manitaries is not broad — some- 
times aquihne, or slightly curved, and often quite straight. 
Their eyes are, in general, long and narrow, of a dark brown 
colour; the inner angle is often rather lower in chiJdhood, 
but it is rarely so in maturer age. The mouth is broad* 
[arge, rather prominent, and the lower jaw broad and angu- 
lar. No great diflftrenci? occurs in the form of the skull: 

on yjur guent ftgainsT bud intcrpirten, hiuI I aclfO In thia reaped vilh much ^u- 
liOD- AU the infcrmation ^vrn bv mp, f?4f«ctitig Indian wnrds and namrA, u-At 
carefully vrilten d«wn ftoin ihf al&tcincrits cf sensible, ^ritl-infonned men of these 
nntLon*. 1 Imvc cmJnvourcfi to wiiu: ilown ihmr language exactly, Bccurdlut; lo iu 
r*Li pronunditicu, in domg whirh, (he Germrui guttural b>uads were of gnat i^ 
ilffUocc to tn^T u k 15 (hil of the Ulaouri Indians. Mr, Kipp and Chorbonncia, 
fMh some of (hr othns whc have Ured long among these Indians, duly ouliipd 
me, dtiriog ft loag wEotisr, witb much patience and kiodocu. in thii wotk^ — MAXt- 
UltlAN. 

"* See Dr- Monc*t Rtporti p. t^s^ He «p«a3ts fp- j|^) of tho Mamlan*. Black- 
Eeatt R«pfd (Fait) Indians, and Asuinlboina. HU labia *>i the Indian popuUlJaa 
of the Unll4<d Stales atr; In page 3O1, — Maxuiliak. 
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in general I did not find the faciaJ angle smaller tban in 
Europeans, yet Ihere are some exceptions."' Their hair is 
long, thick, lank, and black, but seldom as jet and glossy as 
that of the Bradlians: that of children is often only dark 
brown, especially at the tips; and Braxibury speaks of brown 
hair among the Mandans. Ilierc are whole families among 
them, as well as among the Blackfect, whose hair is grey, or 
black mixed with white, so that the whole head appears 
grey."' The families of Sih-Chida and Mato-Chilia arc 
instance*) of this (.x^^niliarity. The lallcr chief was partic- 
ularly remarkable in this respect: his hair grew in distinct 
locks of brown, black, silver grey, but mostly white^ and his 
eyebroiAS jwrfectly whilc^ which had a strange effect in a 
tall otherwt;c handsome man, between tacnty and thirty 
years of age. They encourage the growth of their hair, 
and often lengthen it by artificial means. Their teeth, hke 
those (^f all the Missouri Indians, are particularly fine, 
strong, firm, even, and as white as ivoiy. Ic is very sd- 



"' St^y, tltiO» Id grncral. gitrs a very xccuralr dracrlplion of llir Norlh Anioi- 
fan IndJaiu (»« Maj<-it Long's TravrM, U>'ftlDnmiirb itr?^!. sa il appcan to ni#, on 
iht dujflcur of the rtccciiju; t<l the fctrchcAd; fcti, by m fomporuoTi of \ gmi mAny 
ikulb, I hftvc ful]> convinL^d iriyndf ul \X\k iaidciat^^ Soy aJTKinr<I. aIm, Uui Ihc 
fudai v^B^ i* riat ao iinall m ProCataor BtumenbKCh »up|»ABA. The [ndi»P fei- 
tnrn, ba Ur u mr experience rcactice, naaot be called either Monftnl ^^r M*l>y. 
Uie Uner of «falch U man pcncptlht In the BruOlsiii. nMwlihauiullnR ^ maEi' 
r«al AlboJly with (lie North AEfl*ifc*M. llic lesraed trsvelkr, Auguslui de St. 
HHurVi etKXi altiibum to thtf BruliAat ■ cnnlormatioD <!i ihe tkuIL ■ccordii^ to 
which Ihoir pfiplf nnr erdnun^ irllh infmnr inrflkctii4l fwulli'v (Sf» Vc^^ker* 
diiu 1h DLstrk-ti de U^oiriADde) Th« nuuiooiuT, Vuka. in hu TtitvIb to Ih* 
Colui»bi4 Kjveri [>. m » (A)rte»cs Hrnadl, ta thia itspcct, entirely !□ uccfiliLacc vl£h 
\\\y \itm\: Hml D'Orlhgny mn&Tns [hem in respect lo ihe SoULh AmericmOi, in itK 
cvnforb*tton oj 'fhnue kkulU be found cccwidcr^ble diventtMy — IdAXWOJAX- 

^ I'l VAyiMlr^ {Ca^^^iitn AtrhimSt if^^ t« 'i) un. "Thii luiion s misd 
vhilv And block- The vomcB vc Uirtj good-lookiji^ copccUUj ihe white, nuAy 
wtlh \jktad uul Uir luir-" All Uls tnveUas, itbu note lliE pMMDU of pv? «yv* 
aotl lull vnoog th* MaadAD. If rliu aroK frun tdioiiUn «nk Cat-oni»tw> 1r 
prob&U;f wu due k> Fnndt «HmMr« ^> lntiV, irb« nopd Iv unon|[ th« W««t«rn 
Dibs. Sevi hovcrtit oa ibb Nbtect MJtilLewB, ifflU ft ifc pp. 4J-45- wba dviL* 
ItlniHi of ifcto b«t « mitffan «d the iuuaI InttiA l)Fpe-— CO^ 
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dom that yo\j sec a defect or a tooth [337] wanting e^im 
in old people, though, in the latter, they arc often worn 
very short, which is chiefly io be attributed to their 
chewing hard, dry meal. The women are pretty robust 
and sometimes tali, but, for the most part, they are 
short and broad shouldered. They arr but few whu can be 
callL*d handsome as Indians, but there are many tolerable and 
some pretty faces among them. It is usually said of the 
Mandan women that Ihcy, in some respects^ have a natural 
conformation, such as Le Vaillant and Perun '^' iiscribe to 
the Hottentot women; but it seems to be owing, in the Man- 
dan women, less to nature than lo artificial mcans.**^ The 
children have frequcnlJy slender limbs, and very prominent 
bellies. Deformed [jersons are very rare among the Man- 
dans. I, however, saw a very little dwarf with a long, 
narrow face, and one man who squinted. Persons who 
had lost the sight of erne eye, or with a cataract, arc by no 
means uncommon. There were several deaf and dumb, 
among whom two brothers and a sister were all bom 
with this defect. Some goitres, or, rather, thick necks 

"* Fnn^mB k Vailluil (i;5J~iBm) v^u barn in Dalch GuiAiiii* vrhciv hb f Atbci 
Iwld Jin of5(iil fvnliJon ReturD«t to lioUand ai ibe kf^ of Tpq, hr <omplrti>il bft 
education ia PorU, B.ni rmbarlccd C17S0) for the ctplLjntion «i AtricA^ Ub two 

■cienci^ than in gw^graphii! ijiKCi'very He publUhKi Vflyagfi datu I'inimM d» 
yA^n^v^ (Pflrifl, 1790-96). 

rfan^uis P£run (ijJS-tSio), hyxmngct nhiuiatiai. ujvtJ flfii In Uu Rtvalu- 
tionary innu-H t'T53'<>5^ In i&»-o4 l»e mxompanipil HnuJin «n his vovagc 10 
Soulhcn bodi ^nd waLcn^ publiaJung ihc rrsults na i'&yagi At dSt^itvtfia jhx 
ttrru aulra/rj (Paris, jSii'^iO. Bu coUcctioia of ruiuciLt hisiciy. bolh pluiis 
Add ■nliTiAlf, were no|«d.^ bD. 

**' Hflw. rtpformiifls a virii ipsis m difunt, trac-rJbia wf p^ rfpeHtis produdiui. 

Id nonnuiliv labia rtttfrna in orbem trei ad quafticr tligitit traiuvtinot prT>min«nt; 

iaalliilAbui Inlcnu vhMc pcndmii immo vEromm an ia partibua ipiu figufBa vt)- 

ficiou ficEiif EomiDL 

Ffcminfl hw tevjIae* ctirtiu parvl «stijtiftta- et aeslccia est 

Momnt in Mmidana. MarntLiLJuiiSf d in Ciuwa, miif^B amrin in MccnnjUiria^ 

in MandtnA, % muUrribis dlsso1uti«; magis qusrn ab utorlbue hie mna pcrveraua 

adhibituT- — Maxiuixiak. 
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among the women, are, doubtless, caused by too gneat 
exertions in carrying burdens on their backs. Instances 
where joints of the fingers arc wanting are frequent, but 
these rome under the head of voluntaiy mutilations. 

The colour of these Indians is a fine brown, sometimes 
reddish, more or less dark, which might, sometimes, come 
under the denomination of copper colour. In some it is 
moR' of a greyish- brown, in others yellowish ; after a thorough 
ablution the skin of some of ihem appears almost while, and 
even some colour in their checks.'** They do not diabgurc 
their bodies, only they make some apertures in the outer 
rim of the ear, in which they hang strings of beads, brass 
or iron rings of different sizes, or shells, the last of which 
Ihcy obtain from other Indian tribes. If they are questioned 
respecting these shells, they answer that they were brought 
from the sea. These Indians are vain, and in this respect 
childish, like all savage nations. They are very fond of 
ornament, and the young men have always a little looking- 
glass su5f)ended from their wrists. The traders sell these 
lookinpi'glasses in a pasteboard case, which, however, is im- 
mediately changed for a solid wooden frame, and attached 
tothe wrist bya rcdribbonora leather strap. The looking- 
glasses are framed in various ways; the rude frame is often 
painted red, or with stripes of different colours^ with footsteps 
of bears or buffaloes carved on it. Nay, sometimes these 
[338] frames are of a considerable sire, divided at one end 
like a boot-jack, and ornamented with brass nails, ribbons, 
pieces of skin and feathers. ''* Some h^ vexy Ingeniously 



** Volne^ tita rakny inoccundfs in wTui he »ys of the ccAovt nf ihe IndUiu 
{Vot^ tJ. p, 4^$}. According to him, the cbildren uv bom quite wbilfi Jilw thm 
Eurcipeuu; llut tht vomcn ajk while on ihc ibigb*. hipa, &nd loitcf pAits d the 
body, itbm- lh# -ildn Is cnnrrrd by rhf cknhing; ihsi li is wholly crmnroui to «tj|>- 
pOH that the copper colour ii natural to ihem^ fi:c- Mf. Van Uumboldl hiA lor^ 
■Snce rdutcU nil iliac o^ocrijoiu, — Maximilian, 

*" Sn p. itj tor pkn of tuod loukj ng-^liua. ~ £&. 
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fastened this important appendage to their fan made of 
an esigle's wing. The Indian dandy i* constantly consult- 
ing his mirror, and, if he has been travellingi especially in 
the high winds so prevalent here, he immediately has 
Tecourse to hts looking-glass, and his disordered dress is 
most carefully arranged. 

Il is remarkable that the men arc far more vain than the 
women, and the latter are obliged to be greatly inferior to 
the lords of the creation in their attire and adornments. The 
costume of the Mandans is rather simple: by far the greatest 
attention is paid to the head-dress. Their hair is parted 
transveiscly across the middle of the head, the front hair 
combed smoothly down^ and generally divided into ihre* 
flat bands, two of which hang down on the temples, and 
are generally plaited. To these plaits they attach the 
ornament already mentioned^ which consists of two strips of 
leather or cloth closely embroidered with white or azure 
glass beads, and intertwined with brass wire, as represented 
in the poilTait of Pehriska-Ruhpa,"" If the ground of this 
ornament is red or blue, it is studded with white beads, and 
if the ground is white the beads are blue. They put this 
ornament in their hair and puU it over the temples; a long 
string is fastened to the underparl, which reaches to the 
waist, and is adorned with alternate raws of blue beads and 
while dentalium shells. Between these two singularly 
decorated plaits there is, in the centre of the forehead, a 
smooth flat lock reaching to the nose, which is not orna- 
mented, but only tied with a red ribbon. The back hair 
falls smoothly from the crown of the head to the waist, 
and is divided into many tails, an inch and a half or two 
inches broad, which are smeared with brownish or 
red day. When the hair is not naturally long enough 
it is frequently lengthened with other human hair, often that 

''^ Set Pbic 50) in (be occomponji njj iitlv» oui valumo oT^ Ed. 
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of tncmits wliom tbcy have lulled, wbkh b fa:Upi>ed on willi 
losjn. At the bock of die betd diey sometinivs wear a Iodk 
fitifi oniaiDcnt in the shape of a niler, three or four fingers 
broad, made of smaQ sticks tstivined with wire, which b 
hfftfiff't to the hair, and nf^hi^ down lo the shmilders. It 
b cowered with porcupine quiQs, dj'ed of %'arious colours, in 
voy neat pftRcms. At the upper end of this ornament an 
cage's feather ts affixed borizontallx, the quiD end of which 
ii covered vb-ith i^ ckth, and the tip is ornamented with a 
bukch of horsehair dyed yellow. The lower wtute half of 
the feather is frequently dyed red with vermilkHi, and the 
quill covered with dyrd porcupine quills."* Wbtn the In- 
dians are not in their best dress, when they are tra^xlUn^ 
or going to the chase, they fasten tbeir long hair in a thick 
bunch, [339] WTicn, however, they arc full dressed, they 
put a vandy of Others in ihcir bair, frequently a smiidide 
of femtbets of birds of prey^ like radii^ or sunbeams, or a 
bunch of tail feathers of the raven placed in a similar manner. 
Sorortimrs ihcy havr a thick tuft erf owl's feathers, or small 
rosettes made of bead raven^s feathers, cut short, in the 
centre of which is the taO of a bird of prey spread out like 
a fan. Thc^ feather ornaments are frequently determined 
according to iht se^Tral bands or uniotis, of which I shall 
speak in the sequd. They likewise wear the large homed 
feather c^; this b a cap consisting of strips of white ermine, 
with pieces of red doth Iwppng down behind as far as the 
calves of the legs, to which b attached an upright row of 
black and white eagle's featheis, >*c™"«^ at the head and 
reaching to the wbdc lengtlt Only disdnguisbcd warriors, 
who have performed many exploits, may wear this bead- 
dreg,** 

*■" Sqc^ fr a tfun txt nsjw c jlu i in rtalg ^ ^^mm 1^ il in itii iiiiiMiiUjtn 
« Si< PIM 4^ in ih» MOM^iWkrtaf Mk^ oar YokH* in. - iridcK' 
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If they give away one or more of these head-dresses, 
which they estimate verj^ highJy, they are immediately con- 
sidered men of great importance; the regular price of such 
a cap 13 a good horse; for a single eagle's feather is always 
valued at one or two dollars. On their buffalo rohas they 
often represent this feather cap, under the image of a 
sun. Very celebrated and eminent warriors, when most 
highly decorated, wear in their hair various pieces of wood, 
as signals of their wounds and heroic dtmls- Thus Mato- 
Top€ "■ had fastened transversely in his hair a wooden knife, 
painted red, and about the length of a hand, because he 
he had killed a Chayenne chief with his knife; then ^x 
wooden sticks, painted red, blue, and yellow, with a brass 
nail at one end, indicating so many musket wounds which 
he had received. For an arrow wound he fuAlcned in his 
hair the wing feather of a wild turkey; at ihe biick of his 
head he wore a large bunch of owl's feathers, dyed yellow, 
with red tips, as the badge of the Meniss-Ochata (the dog 
band). The half of his face was painted red^ and the other 
yellow; his body was painted reddish-brown, with narrow 
stripes, which were produced by taking o£f the colour \vith 
the tip of the finger wetted. On his arms, from the shoulder 
downwards, he had seventeen yellow stripes, which indioited 
his warlike deeds^ and on his breast the figure of a hand, of a 
yellow colour, as a sign that he had captured some prisoners. 
A warrior so adorned takes more lime for his toilette than 
the mo^t elegant Parisian belle. The colour with which they 
paint their bodies is mixed with grease. When in mourning 
they colour the face and hands white. The women and 
children paint only their faces red, leaving the hair its nat- 
ural colour. The Mandans and Manitaries, and all the 
Indians of the Upper Misaoiui, often wear the handsome 
necklace made of the claws of the grizzly bear. These: daws 

" Sec bio portrtitr FlaEc 47, la tb« ftccanp^nying atlu, our volunv >xv. — El^ 
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Mandans, ManJtarics, and Crows, arc the roost skilful id 
this art,"* Another mode of painting their robes is, to repre- 
sent the number of valuaUe presents they have made. By 
these presents* which are often of great value, they acquire 
reputation and respect among their countrymen. On such 
robes we ob(*erved long red figures, with a black cirde at 
the termination, placed close to each other in transverse 
rows; they represent whips, indicating the number of horecs 
pvcn, hcrausc the whip belonging to the horse i^ alwaj'S 
bestowed with the animal. Red or dark blue transverse 
figures indicate cloth or blankets given ; parallel transverse 
stripes represent firearms, the outlines of which are pretty 
correctly drawn. The robe is frequently cut, at the bottom, 
into narrow strips, like fringe, and omamenced on the sides 
with tufts of human hair, and horse-hair dyed yellow and 
green, and with glass beads. Formerly the Indians painted 
thesi' rol.ies nmn" carffuUy ihjin (liey now Ho, and it was 
possible to obtain one for five musket balls and some powder; 
now they are far inferior, and eight or ten dollars is not 
unfrcqucnlly paid for themn A robe handsomely painted 
is etpjal in value to Iwo nol painied- 

Their Icggins aie fastened with straps to their leathern 
girdles, and arc embroidered at the outer scam ^ith stripes, 
one or two inches in brfadth, of porcupine quills, of beautiful 
various colours, and often with blue and white beads, and 
long leathern fringes, which form at the ankle a thick bunch, 
whidi trails upon the ground. The leather of which their 

"* There i» n prial of >ucb « robo lo Majot Look's Expcditioa lo the Rocky 
MountoLni. uid LCiottut In Plnlp 54. Tig. 1 .of myikdH [Sn dui volume lonr^ Tbe 
ortglnAl wu pAliiicd by Maio-Top^ hlnuclf, uid tlic iigum □□ If rvpnseni nme of 
hit principal ut|ilotU, in which be kilLeJ, with hb own hmvl, &VC chicJt <J diUcreol 
naltMM.— Mu^jujliAM. 

C g — n f Ay Hd Sn Jtmn'i Lfin^t E^ft^aliou^ in our volunw nv, p. bC»- 
Set ftba grtmp of pulntcit foUa in C&tUn. Wortk A mttkam /hJuiu, Q, p(K •«>-t49r 
on thr cnliK tubjecl tn n«iTkk MsUrty. " Pklurc WiiLJit^ tji Amcrkui todluv,'* 
In DnnAttCi Elhno(nf]r Xtfttrl. iXAA-J^. 
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leggins arc made is, for the inost part, stained of a reddish- 
brown, or pale red, usually with clay, sometimes white, and 
often marked below the knee with black transverse stripes. 
They, as wcU as all the tribes of North America, use what 
ihc Enfilish ca!l a bR-echdoth (Nokka), which is a narrow 
strip of woollen cloth, striped black and white, which pdisucs 
between the thighs under the girdle, before and behind, 
where it hangs down. Their shoes, which are made of buck 
skin, or buflalo leather, ore generally plain, or very slightly 
ornamented; but, in fall drtss, they art embroidered with 
coloured rosettes, or strips of dyed porrupine quills or beads. 
Those men who have performed exploits wear, round the 
ankles, wolf's tail, or pieces of otter skin, which arc lined 
with red doth, and trail on the ground. In the summer, 
when the men arc at home, and go about in state, they carry 
the (an of ea^lc^G feathers in ihcir hands, which we have 
before described. What the Anglo-Americans call " the 
crow," which is worn by the warriors of the nations of the 
Misi^issippi, and the Lower Missouri, is wholly unknown 
among the tribes of the Upper Missouri, the Sioux, Assin- 
iboins, Crows, Mandans, Arikkaras, Manitarie^, and Dlack- 
fcel«' 

The boys are generally naked, and in w-inter merely have 
a robe thrown over them; the girls are dressed in leather 
in summer as well as winter. The women wear a long 
leather [342] garmcnl, with open sleeves, and a girdle round 
the waist ; the hem of this dress is often scolloped and fringed ; 
they ornament the wrists with iron rings, and tic strings of 
glass beads round their necks, and sometimes in their cars. 
Their leggins, called, by the Canadians, mitassi-, are short, 
reaching only from the ankle to the knec- Their shoes are 
simple, and without any ornament. 

Tallooing is in use among these i)eop!e, but by no means 

"' For (iFMTlt^tlon vf Ehb oiranvDt we our votunw xtv, ^ >IS^ Bd 
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general* Most commoniy only the left half of the breast 
and the corrcsponding arm are marked with black par- 
allel stripes, and a few other figurrs. The lower arm and 
some of the finpers are occasionally marked; the men do 
not tattoo their faces, and they are far inferior in this art 
to the New Zealanders and other nations o( the South Seas. 
Among the women such designs are sometimes seen, but 
not frequently, and they are chiefly among the women^s 
band of the white buffalo cow. The point of the needle 
is dyed a dark blue with the bark of the willow soaked in 
water. 

In Major Long's Travels to the Roeky Mountains it is 
stated that the Crows rub their bodies with castorcum, on 
account of its pleasant scent,"' i must observe, however, 
that the custom is not confined to one nation, but is practised 
by the Mandans* Manitahes, Crows, and Blackfeet, and 
most of the other tribes of the Upper Missouri. They mix 
the castoreum with a red colour, and with it rub their face 
and frequently ihcir hair. 

Having obtained a dear idea of the outward appearance 
of these Indians, we will next consider their habftationit, 
villages, and domestic life- Their villages are assemblages 
of clay huts, of greater or less extent, placed dose to each 
other, without regard to order. Mih-Tulla-Hang-Kush, 
the largest of ihe Mandan villages, was about 150 or 200 
paces in diameter, the second was much smaller. The cir- 
cumference forms an irregular circle, and was andcntly 
surrounded with strong posts, or palisades, which liave, 
however, gradually disappeared as the natives used them 
for fuel in the cold winters. At four places, at nearly equal 
distances from each other, is a bastion built of clay, fui^ 
nished with loop-holrs, and lined both within and without 
with basket-work of willow branches. They form an angle, 

" S« our volume rr, p. 71.— Eiv 
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and are open towards the village; the earth is filled in be- 
tween the basket-work; and il is said that these bulwarks, 
whichare DOW in a [343]stateof decay^ were erected for the 
Indians by the Whites."" There is nothing of the kind at 
Ruhptare- The huts, as I have before remarked, stand 
close to each other, leaving, in the centre, an open circjlar 
space, about sixty paces in diameter, in the centre of which 
(among the Mandans) the ark of the first man is set up, of 
which wc shall speak in the sequel. It is a small cylinder, 
open above, made of planks, about four or five feet high, 
fixed in the ground, and bound wilh climbing plants, or 
pliable boughs, to hold them together."* 

At Ihe north end of this circular space is the medicine [ 
lodge, in which festivals are cclebratcrl, and certain customs 
practised, which are connected wilh the religious notions 
of this people, which wc shall treat of in the sequel. At 
the top of a high pole, a figure is here placed, made of skins, 
with a wooden head, the face painted black, and wearing 
a fur cap and feathers, which is intended to represent the 
evil spirit, Ochkih-Hadda (corresponding with the devil), 
or a wicked man, as they affirm, who once appeared among 
them, had neither wife nor child, and vanUhcd, and whom 
ihey now stand greatly in dread of. Other grotesque figures^ 
made of skins and bundles cf twigs^ we saw hanging on 
high poles, most of them being offerings to the deity. Among J 
the huts are many stages of several stories, supjxirted by 
poles, on which they dry the maize. The huts themselves are 

" Tbc culy tnvcllf rs tpak tjf Ihc lortiikAtkinB of tbv MtuJ^n nllAgcat. L* 
Vhtndryf^Cenjutian Arrkhft, tK8<;, f. i7)mmtjon(" rampAH* *' unr) " trcnftva " 
B-^ugUhviUe {Ntrrthfm and Wt^m B/fundarita ef Otiarh. p, Sj) aayi the villBgu 
w turfOUiMlcii by slaked u^thwQrk* willt a uiiMt, Calltn iNerlh Amerivan In- 
£ians. I, p, Si) dMcritva rhis vlUugpss pickrtrd upon onriaid« aaly-^lhM «xpua«<l 
lo ihc pfflirJr.— Ed- 

■• S» p. 3*7 fcrr j(lu4(rntiftn of liiis peculiar rytindw of plaolu, uaerf m * rr^ 
h]^ou5 (mbffin, CaiLn, North Amcrkan /ntfJofu, i. p. AB, mji it nm ulkd ihc 
"Big Canoe;'— Ed. 
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of a circular form, slightly vaulted, having a sort of portico 
entrance. When the inmates are aW^nt the entrance is 
shut up with twigs and thorns; and if they wish mtrely to 
dose the door they put up a skin stretched out on a frame, 
which is shoved aside on entering. In the centre of the 
roof is a squan^ o|x;miiK for the smoke to find vent, over 
which is a circular sort of screen made of twi^, as a pro- 
tection against the wind and rain, and which, when neces- 
sary, is covered with skins.'*" 

The interior of the hut is spacious, tolerably light, and 
cleanly. Four strong pillars towards the middle, with sev* 
eral cross beams, support the roof. The inner circumfer- 
ence of the hut is formed by t^lcven r»r fifleen thick posU, 
four or five feet in height, between which other rather shorter 
ones arc placed close to each other. On these shorter posts, 
which arc all of an equal [344] height, are long rafters, in- 
dining to the centre; they are pliict*d near each olher^ and 
bear the roof. On the outside the huts are covered with a 
kind of mat, made of osiers, joined tc^cthcr with bark, and 
now the skeleton of the hut !s finished. Over this hay is 
spread, and the outer covering is of earth. The men and 
women work together in erecting these huts, and the rela- 
tions, neighbours, and friends, a^st them in the work. 
The building of the huts, manufacturing of their arms, 
hunting, and wars, and part of the labours of the harvest, 

*••!%«: p, 367 foi illtialnciun of MjLDilnD huis- Alrjtiindcr Hrnrv {Hrnry- 
Tkompsitm Jojmalt, i. pji, 3J7-1J9) givH nn ircounl of the pn>cv«* nl tniiMing 
IhcK huU, The Mandftn houses wtft tht ntM clAboralc Tndimi tlvrcltinKs north 
*i( Nf» MciicO) anil chanbiTrrizcd tte trlbul iiage td inrfuHriaJ Jcvdojautni. The 
«n«rsv required to cut %nd pKfiorff tht timbert *i(b tbe rude implemenu En vogue. 
ind^calea an (Ldvanec upon (he indu^r)r ai the vrandcnnfc pmin<r inbei- $c« L- H- 
Morgan, " H^jiua nnd House LLi? oi Amrricaa Abortglnn." In GcojfnphJtii] und 
Geological Survry ol the T*mtori«, C*^t^f»4iv»ir In Eihnt^gy. tSSt, iv, pj> i j;- 
t}p. A (psv of itcse liut» mny tlill be awn oh thr Fort DcrihoW rrtcrvttloD. NccUi 
DftkulJi, Sec O, D. Wl»v!a, " L«u1 nf the Mjnitlunsn *!□ WvnderhM^ igoj, «ha 
fiiiggnfs ihiii ihtK MmdAti dwelling were the loEvninnen al the inij tinii>i» of 
the cart^ settJcra.— Ed- 
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are the occupations of the men; ever>* other kind of work 
is left to the women, who, though in general well treated^ 
arc obliged to perform all the really laborious work. 'ITic 
women fetch fuel, in heavy loads^ frequently from great 
distances, carry water, and, in winter^ blocks of ice into the 
huts, cook, tan the skins, make all the clothing, lay out (he 
plantations, perform field labour, &c, &c. In the centre 
of the but acircular place is dug for the fire, over which the 
kettle is suspended. This fire-place, or hearth, is often en- 
closed with a ledge of stones. The fuel is laid, in moder- 
ately thick pieces, on the extemaJ edge of the hearth, crossing 
each other in the middle, when it is kindled, and the pieces 
gradually pushed in as they bum away. The Indians are 
not fond of large iircs. The inmates sit round it, on low 
seatSr made of peeled osiers, covered with buffalo or bear 
skin- Round the inner circumference of the hut lie or hang 
the baggage, the furniture, and other property, in leather 
bags, the painted parchment travelling bags, and the har- 
ness of the horses; and on separate &Lages Ihere are arms, 
sledges, and snow-shoes, while meat and maize, piled up, 
complete the motley assemblage."^ The beds stand against 
the wall of tlie hut; they consist of a large square case, made 
of parchment or skins, with a square entrance, and are large 
enough to hold several persons, who lie very conveniendy 
and warm on skins and blankets/** 

In the winter huts ihey place, at the inside of the door, 
a high screen of willow boughs^ covered with hides, which 

"* Scv Bodmor** drawjnu of the inicrior of ihx but of DipAudi* PUlc jv, in Lhc 

ftCCOfnpanyJfig atlu» our voJuinfr xev. — Ec. 

"* Srr p, i9$ f(ir illu»(rj[iun uf a Mandiin htd. La \'^ndry^ {Cmudian 
Attkhvt. iR8o» p 91) VfMilct of thru brds u '* made like lomba lunnurKltd niih 
sLifU.'* C&tUn ^vc a moiv dciAiIcd dutinplJun. m ^aith Amtticitn Jndiam, i, 
pp. Bi. S3, A buJTido tkla tirrlchrd apon Ibe pole&, wlib ibf< fur ^6t uppcmncui, 
BiJidc 1 mTnEditkblr rv<lifting pitted Th? curliiiu were frf<jUcntly ndoraed Mth 
Indian onbrddeiy or jrtrturp wriuftg, — Ed, 
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dn^ig^ of air from wilbout. and cspcoally 

arc very cool, ud, genenllr qxaJciog, 

sndL Mr- Say gircs a vtfy good de- 

tclrraHy aocurale print, of a Kooza kdg^ 

[345] looie di^ dtSoenoei, the node 

building naembks, in the Qttin» d»ae of the Mandans, 
Uaajtaricfl, aod Arikkans. Among these differences arc 
the mall vfaacfa ate **^i"^»i^ all muod in the first hut, an*t 
wfaich 1 did not obacnv anuof: the tribes thai I visited. 
The beds, too» arc anaogcd m a dificrcot manner. The 
Mandans and Manitarics arc seen in thrir biits, sitting round 
the fire, cnpkrfcd in all ktadi kA domestic labour. TV una 
hts^ gMcnOjr, no d^Afaing ezoepi the nokka, and is often 
nwdy MDokiog. but the women arc ne\xrr idle. In wioter, 
thai a, al Ibe bei^nning or middle of November, these In- 
diui RBUWer with the greater part of thdr efiectSr to Ibe 
neigbboinDg forest, where their winter huts are situaled. 
Theae conASl of precisely similar huts, of rather smaller 
dimenfionA, Their departure from the sumnvr huts is 
determined bj' the weather, but, as bcfoTtsaid, is j^crally 
aboui the middle of November ; and their return, in the spring, 
is uwally aluut the latter end of February, or the beginning of 
March, so that w«- may reckon that they may passabovecJe^ 
months in their summer quartern Inside of the winter huts 
is a particular compartment, where the horses are put in 
the evening, and fed with maize. In Ibe daytime they aie 
driven into the prairie, and feed in the bushes, on Ihe bark 
of poplars. There arc, probably, abo^^ 300 horses in the 
two MaiKlan ritla^: some of the people, indeed, do not 
powicsi any, wHAl- others, again, hare several. The Xfan- 
dans and Manitaries, like all ihe other Indians of this coun- 
try, sometimes make what are here called caches, or hiding- 
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places, in the vidnily of iheir villages. These caches are 
holes, or magazines, underground, often so artfully contrived 
that it is very difficult to discover them."' The Indians 
frequendy go from their winter to their summer village, 
to fetch any articles they may happen to want, as they in- 
variably leave part of their property behind. When they 
quit their huts for a longer period than usual, they load 
their dogs with the baggage, which is drawn in small sledges, 
made of a couple of thin^ narrow boards, nine or ten feel 
in lengthy fastened together with leather straps^ and with 
four cross-pieces, by way of giving them Brmneas. Leather 
straps are attached in front, and drawn either by men or 
dogs. The load is fastened to the sledge by straps,"* When 
the snow is deep, they use snow shoes."' which arc described 
by Captain Frankiin, only those of Uie Mandans are much 
smaller, about two feet and a half long; whereas in the 
north their length U from four to six feet. The Mandans 
and Manitarics have not» by any means, so many dogs as 
the Assiniboinn, Crows, and Blackfeet, TTiey are rarely 
of the true wolf's colour, but generally black, or while, or 
else spotted with black and white. Among the nations fur- 
ther to the north-west they more nearly resemble the wolf, 
but here they arr more like the prairie wolf {Ccitis iaifans)*** 
We likewise found, among these animals, a brown race, de- 
scended from European pointers, hence the genuine bark 
of the dog IS morr frequently hcanl here, whereas among 

"* It VBA into Ibrsc tachei, whldi he spraka at as " cavn." that La V^rendrjT'K 
bii^of tndihn pmenb diuppcucd upon hii first vic'C ta ihdr fiJlagp^ in i7«1^JQi 
Cinwiiian Anhivct, 1S69, p, \^. FurthcimoTt he ujb (p. ti\ "Thnii foit b full of 
cans, in which arv nrtfrd mrh utda u f^ain. food, U-u dmocd mba. btor 
Bkiiu."— Ed. 

** For fttifh a alMtgt dravn bff dog* ur Ptait t^, in \h* acMmpanylii^ aibut. our 
volume nv, — Ej>« 

** S«« Piatt 54» hgurv 4, <n thp arcompin^^nfl atlaa, our VDhim* ezv^ Ed. 
See p- 347 bir drawing of htiul «l (bli lalmal-^ED. 
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the ivestem nations they ooly howl. I'he Indian dogs are 
worked very hard, have hard blows, and hard fare; in fact, 
:hey are treated just as this fine animal is treated among 
the Esquimaux. 

[346] The Mandana arc hospitable, and often invite their 
acquaintance to come and see them. Their pipes are made 
of the red-stone, or of black day. They obtain the red pipe- 
heads chiefly from the Siouat; sometimes Ihey have wooden 
heads lined with stone; the lube is plaiB^ long, round or 
flal. on the wliolf, of ih** same sIih)^ as among the Siom:, 
but they are not so fastidious about ornamenting their pipes 
as other tribes. They smoke the leaves of the tobacco 
plant, which is cullivalcH hy them; the bark of the red wil* 
low {ComMs seruea), which they obtain from the traders, 
Is sometimes mixed with the tobacco, or the latter with the 
leaves of the bcarbcrry (Arbutus uva ursi). The tobacco 
of the Whites, unmixed » is too strong for the Indians, because 
they draw the smoke into their lung:»; hence they do not 
willin^y smoke cigars. 

The meals of the Mandans arc scnxd in wooden dishes. 
The spoons are generally large and deep; they aR- made of 
the horn of ihtr bighorn;"** sometimes they are yellow, or 
else they are shallow, made of black buffalo's horn- They 
have a considerable variety of dishes, The Indians residing 
in [jermiiTient villages have the advantage of the roving hunt* 
ing tribes, in that Ihey not only hunt, but derive their chief 
aubsistencc from their plantations, which afford them a de- 
gree of security against distress. It is true, these Indians 
sometimes suffer hunger when the buffalo herds keep at a 
great distance, and their crops fail; but the distress can 
never be so great among the Missouri Indians, as in the 
tribes that Hvr further northwards. The plants which they 
cultivate are mai^e, beans, French beans, gourds, sunflowers, 
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and tobacco {Nicctiana quadnvai%ns\ of which I brought 
home some seeds, which have flowered in several bolanic 
gardens. 

Of maiae there are several varieties of colour^ to which 
they give different names. The several varieties are:^ 
I. White miii»e- a. Yellow maim. 3. Red maize. 4. Spotted 
mahse. 5- Black maize, 6. Sweet maize. 7, Very hard yel- 
low tnaize. 8. White, or red-striped maize. 9. Very tender 
yellow maize,"' 

The beans are likewise of various sorts — small white 
beans, blacky red, and spotted beans. The gourds are — 
yellow, black, striped, blue, long, and ihicksheUed gourds. 

The sunflower is a large hclianthus, which seems perfectly 
to resemble that cullivatrd in our gardens. It is jjlantcd 
in rows between the maize. There are two or three varie- 
ties, with red, and blacky and one with smaller seeds- Very 
nice cakes are made of these seeds. The tobacco [347] cul- 
tivated by the Mardans, Manilaries, and Arikkanis, attains 
a great height, and is suffered to grow up from the seeds, 
without having any care whatever bestowed upon it. It 
is rot transplanted, Wlien it is ripe the stalks arc cut, dried, 
and powdered i or the leaves, with the small branches, are 
cut into little pieces* The taste and smell are disagreeable 
to an European, resembling camomile rather than tobacco. 
The plant is not now so much cultivated as formerly, being 

** 1 brought 1o Europe tpccimtoa of iht scrcrol kinds cf iqaIkc ip^wn Ajuong 
Ibc Mondjtns; ihzac hn^t. Uvn uwn. tiui acily ihc r^rly »pccica wrir; lipc in Sc|j- 
Wmbfi, tHj^. TbP hr*dJ havr liy no m-"ini iruinH (he atrnv ii«. f»n the Rhin*, 
■t in (hvjr lutivr couniry- Tlirrr the plant nriaiiu a hd^ht *>( 5vc cr lii f«1> and 
the colouti of the Efalos uc my Tirioua^ briiEhl. oikJ buuliful; whilr. on the 
Kbi[W» Hie piftnl grew ta Ibe lulght of lour or lour aik) a h&U frrt- The taier *urtl 
pew to thr hctcht of ten Ccct. mtid wcr« not qt£le ripe al the cod of October. 
(See BnJburr. (oar valiim« *, p. ijS* note 96^ for an accouqi of Uie mike of 
tbe Mftnilini-) 

AttordiftH to TMincT fpagc iBo). *n Oltowt Indian trM Inttoduccii iht culd- 
YBlion of maiLc lui the Red River, aciimg ihe Ojlbiuv or Chi|jpcwii>5.~ Maxi- 
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supcrswJed by the more pleasant tobacco of the Whites; 
but the species is still preserved.'" It is only on solomn oc- 
co^ons, for instance, in negotmtions for peace, that this 
tobacco is still smoked; the seed is, therefore, preserved ia 
the mnlicine bag of the nation, that (he plant miiy never 
be lost. When they mean to smoke this tobacco, a small 
quantity of fat is njbbcd on it. 

'Hie cultivation of the maize and other fields, of which 
each family prepares three, four, or five acres, takes place 
in the month of May. Rows of small furrows are made, 
into which the grains of maize are throvm singly, and cov- 
ered with earth. Three times in the summer the plants are 
hoed, and the earth heaped up against them, that the mois- 
ture may have better access to them. The harvest takes 
place in October, when men, women, and children, each 
lend a helping hand. At present the women use, in their 
field labour, a broad iron hoe, with a crooked wooden handle, 
which they obtain from the merchants. Charbonneau rec- 
ollected the time when they used the sho\ilder blade of the 
buffalo for this purpose. The fields are never fenced, but 
lie quite open and exposed. 

The wild plants of the prairie are used by the Mandans, 
and other people of the Upper Missouri ; and to those before- 
mentioned, I can only add the feverolles (Faba minor fqttinQ)^ 
a fruit resembling the bean, which is said to grow in the 
ground, but which I did not see; there arc many other roots 
in the jjrairie, which arc ust-d for food. The gourds are 
eaten fresh as well as dry. The beans are seldom eaten of 



*^ La Vfrrrdrye pmumAMy Ant IntmriufTd tht uihturo of rhe whites 10 t!i«w 
p«oplB- L'p«n £nt m«liag Ihv Mftndiii clutf, he *' pretuileJ me with a gift <ti 
todJAn com la Lhc Wt «ad of llidr tobtoco Ja talis, irhich it not t^ocd, u Uht do 
noi know haw lo fim Jr ]tk« us It ti fny llk« ourr. with this cUffFirruv, ihit Ei It 
not cuhfvAted an4 ^ cut grevn. ererytUiig being turned to Af»iiDlp thr ilnUtJ xad 
le4va lugcthBT' I KA^G bJxQ tvitic vi mine, nrltlch he ltuuKli( xtty j^jvl." — Bd< 
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one kind, but many sorts art mucd together. The maize 
is boiled or roasted, then pounded, mixed with fat, and 
made up into small cakes and baked. There arc, of course, 
many oilier ways of dressing it. The sweet maize has a very 
pleasant taste, especially when it is in what is called the 
milky state; it is then boiled, dried, and laid by for use. 

All kinds of animals serve the Mandans for food; the 
bear, when it is young and fat, the wolf, the fox, in short, 
everything except the horse; the ermine is not eaten by 
many; and of birds they dislike the turkey buzzard, and 
the raven, because they feed on the dead bodies deposited 
on the stages- They have a great aversion from serpents, 
but eat the turtle; the buffalo is the chief object of their 
chase, as it supplies them with skins, meat, tallow, marrow- 
bones, sinews, and many other neccssanes. Next to the 
buffalo the beaver is the most indispensable to them, since 
it not only furnishes them with valuable skins, but supplies 
them with delicate food, the fat tail, especially^ being con- 
fjdered quite a dainty morsel by the Indians. Pemmican,"* 
[34S] which is so favourite a dish among the northern In- 
dians, is not much in use among the Mandans. Their only 
drink is water, for they are unactjuainted with the method 
of preparing fermented liquors. They did not obtain any 
spirits, either from the American Fur Company, or the 
agents of Messrs. Soublette and Campbell; hence an intoxi- 
cated person is scarcely ever seen. They arc extremely 
fond of sugar, and likewise of sail, which they procure from 
their lakes, and, if the supply is insufficient, purchase from 
the Whiles. They arc likewise fond of coffee and tea, t^-cU 
sweetened. It lias been affirmed, that several North Ameri- 
can nations, especially those which speak the Algonquin 
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langua^, are cannibals, and more particularly the Chippe- 
ways and the Potawatomis; but I found do trace of this 
unnatural custom among the Missouri nations."* 

Two, and somHimes tlinr, fxrnilif^ usually livr togelher 
fn an Indian hul, commonly the father, with his married 
50ns or sons inlaw. Polygamy is everywhere practised, and 
the number of wives differs; however, they have very 
seldom more than four, and, m general, only one.'^* The 
women are very skilful in various kinds of work, particu- 
larly in dyeing and painting the buSalo robes. They ex- 
tract a red colour from the roots of the savoycnnc, or from 
buffalo berries; yellow from a lichen of the Rocky Moun- 
tains; black from helianthas, as well as from a black stone 
or clay; blue and green they extract from European sub- 
slances. Among the Mandans, Manitaries, and Arikkarss, 
the women, as Lewis and Clarke relate^ manufacture beads 
from coloured glass. They powder those which they have 
obtaijied from the traders, and mould Ihcm into difTcrcnl 
shapesn"* This custom is, however, no lonf^er common. 
The dyeing of the skins, of which many travellers have 
spoken, employs a great portion of the women's time. These 
three nations understand the manufacture of earthen pots 



'*' Tlir only form of cnnnibaliifn pfBtilcnJ amung the Nonh Ampricoo tDdhlMi 
tUmheyvpre known 10 rt]ew>ufpB. w» Iht custom of CAlingthc hti&rlor th« Urthof 
■ bmve enemy, in ofdcr Iq qcquire fhe victim's couro^r or other dcsirablr c|uaJitkv< 
As torture of pn^oneib naa more ludiiiiiid junnni; Eiisirm thjin Wm^m trihn, 
Ihis practice rnny Itp the ociv rfferrrd Ii> by MaximilioiL Corinjh Livingilon Fat- 
nTtdt Scuvj 0} Amcrteai* History (New Ycrki ]ga4}i pp. £j6» i45-~ V-^ 

^ Catiin {N^rth Afftm^an tmiio/n, 1, pp^ 11 £-190) findi apolcgis fvt Iht CUK 
tom vi pulygcuuT, whttb be aayi ia thicBy confined lo the cliicfa mid modkinc aiCD 
All the iribf — Ed. 

** Lcwii bikI Ckrk dcwrtl^c lh» pruocss uf primldvc bud-making. irUted to 
Ihcm by GeittpJiQ. The Arikin inrfiprptrTj in Onginat JanmcSi. i, pp »7>->74; 
•M ftlli> CaUln, Nt>flh Amrrkttn Indium. Ik, p. i6[. [f the Mandan Acquitrd thi> 
ut fnMn ihc Snjike Icdiniis, as (Tidiiiun ivrr^ iheli piHiQded glasi «-4i prtihabljr 
obfirJiAn from the cLfft of |he upper VpJia«iMofiv^ S« aJ» Matihrwi, UttMt^ 
IndvmB, pp, B», 33. — Ep. 
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and vessels, of various fonns and 5i2c$. The clay is of a 
dark slate colour, and bums a ydlowiah-rcd, \"cry similar 
to what is seen in (he burnt tops of the Missouri hills. This 
day is mixed with flint or f^ranite, reduced to powder by 
the action of fire. 'I'hc workwoman fonns the hollow in- 
side of the veawl by means of a round stone which she holds 
in her hand^ while she works and smooths the outside with 
a piece of poplar bart When the pot is made, it is filled 
and suiroundcd with dry shavings, and then burnt, when 
it is ready for use. They know nothing of glazing '** Wilh 
respect to their boats, the North Americans are far more 
expert than the Brazilians, Patagonians, and other South 
Americans, who live on the banks of rivers, and yet have 
contrived no means to pass them. The Chippeways and 
other northern nations have handsome vessels of birch bark; 
the Esquimaux makes his kiack, which is curiously covered 
with seal skin; and on the Missouri, especially among the 
MandanSf there are boats of buffalo skin, which are repre- 
sented in the plates accompanying this work.*'* They are 
very light, of a circular form, stretched on a frame of several 
pieces of wood crossing each other, and may be carried on 
the shoulder of a single individual. 

If a young Indian desirc3 to marry, and has obtained the 
consent of the giri, he endeavours to procure that of her 
father; when he is certain of this, he brin^ two, three, nay, 



** Tlie Muidan art of ccrkmice, with \Xm Bmilanty to Lhc productioos found Id 
Oh- JDQundfi of ibc Eoslnn ilalcB, hu been fnqumtJy notrd. Cuntpiui Htnr/' 
Thompson J^mrnolt. \, p 34*; CalUn, JVorf* Amffiran IitAviKt. i. p. iift; II, |»p- 
i6o, »*i ; •nd W. H. Molnici» " Aborjgiui Pottery oJ the Eaiicra Unllod StalM," 
in UoJlcd Stales Buiub of illbnolofy JZtftirl. jAijft-vg> \i\f. 197-101, wllb iJluaUa- 
tions, — Ed. 

*^ Sn rtalr 48, uriih kuiTjilu boaiB in ihc forrgmurvit in (he scttunpAnyiiig 
fillu> our volume rxv. Foi 11 rlrscriplion of th? pri?cn« mf irutking theu buU-ltD&lE, 
ttc Original Jtramuis of ihs hm-ij and Chrk Bxfeditwn, v. pp. ^aj, ^16; for a 
vivid AExauai of ihe moimei of oavigBliDg thtnn^ sec Htnry-rhttmfum Jmtrtuit^ j^ 
PP- Jji. JJ*-— En. 
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tTTD rigtd or [349] ten hoT^en, and fastens ibem I0 the hut 
of the young woman, who pves them to her father. The 
latter then takes other horses, and if he has tbcm not hiro- 
sclf, his relations assist him, and these burses are fastened, 
m rctum, to the hut of the intended son-in-law. In such 
a case an estimate is previomly made of the number of 
honc3 possessed by the woman's relations, for ail presents arc 
returned in equal number. The bride next boils some maiz^, 
and daily carriefi a kettle or dish filled with it to the hut of 
the bridegroom. After some time has elapsed, the young 
man repairs to the hut of his bride, where he passes the night 
wjlh her, and the marriage is considered as complete. The 
young couple often conlinue to reside in the hut of the falher 
in-law, but they more frequently build a new hut for tbcm- 
selves; sometimes, however, they afterwards separate. The 
fatheriD^w b, subsequently, the principal person in the 
hut; everything depends on him, and is done on his account, 
and for him; if game is killed, the flesh is first presented 
to him, &c-'" There are often many children in these In- 
dian families; some had as many as ten; yet. on the whole, 
the Indians have not so many children as the Whites^ doubt- 
less bcrause they keep them longer at the breast- They 
are extremely fond of them, but the children are oflen weak 
and sickly, in consequence, it is supposed, of the hard 
labour which the women have to perform* I was unix^crsally 
assured that the new-bom children are of a reddish colour. 
The births are, in general, extremely easy, and the mother 
bathes in the river immediately afterwards, even if it is 
frozen ; in ten days the child is considered as safe, having got 
over the most dangerous period. A person is paid to give 
it the name cliuMrn by ihe parents and relatione. The child 

^! CooRill on Cbc ■uti|ctt of ccmnihip and ttauiUfrr CotUii. 7/w#ft Amerk«m 
iuti^Htt i. pp> ifo. iti- Maiihrwf. HidMra imiiamt, pp 5)-j4, dilmi t>ui thf 
cuitCKU <4 the Dtcr* rrpiJibblf Ifemilin ii iw( mere kif<'^>ufckue, hvt U b«tfd upon 
mutuftl mpcclt and Ihc ibilily oi the hiubukd ** a buota uid pruvjUcf' — Ed, 
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is held up, then himed to ;iU sides of the heavens, in the 
direction of ihe cour^ of the sun, and its name proclaimed. 
They have cradles for their infants, consisting of a leather 
bag, which is suspended by a strap to a cross beam in the 
hut. These cradles of the Mandans are not so degant and 
beautifully worked as those which we saw among the Sioux 
and Assiniboins, The children of these Indians are sub- 
ject to no kind of discipline whatever; they may do and say 
whatever they please, and nobody finds fault with them. 
Everything is done to excite a spirit of independence and 
seli'Will in the boys; if the mother speaks to one of them, 
he will very likely slap her face, or kick her, nay, sometimes 
he will do the same to his father, who says, coolly, bowing 
his head, this boy will one day become a famous warrior- 
Thc men sometimes treat their wives very brutally; and it 
has not unfrequently happened, that a woman, after such 
treatment, has left the hue and hanged herself on a tree. 
This lately happened in the case of an aged woman, whose 
grown-up son had ill-lrealed her. She was missed, and 
was afterwards found suspended from a tree. The women 
have nothing to indemnify them for their incessant and 
laborious work, not ever good clothing, for this right of 
the fair sex in Europe is claimed among the Indians by the 
men. It is singular that these women, who are condemned 
constantly to work like slaves, refuse to do any work what- 
ever if Ihcy marry a white man, and, the Whites being en- 
tirely in the pwwer of the Indians, and the relation-s of their 
wives, they are obliged to submit to this. Sisters have 
great [350I privileges among these Indians. All the horses 
which a young man steals, or captures in war, belong to 
them. If an Indian returns from an expediHon on horse- 
back, and meets his sister, he will immediately alight, and 
give her the horse; on the other hand, if he wishes to possess 
some object of value belonging to his sister, for instance, a 
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dress, he goes and abruptly dem&nds it, and immediately 
receives it; even should it be the very dress she is wear- 
ing, shtf will take it off at oner, and give it to h^r brolher. 
Pnidery is not & virtue of ihe Indian women; they have 
often two, three, or more lo>"ers; infidelily is not often pun- 
ished. There was only one woman among the Mandans, 
a piece o( whose nose was cut ofT, a circumstance which is 
very common among the Blackfeet. If an Indian elopes 
with Q married woman, the husband whom she has aban- 
doned avenges himself by seizing the seducer's property, hia 
horses and other things of value, to wtuch the latter muit 
quietly submit. Such a woman is never taken hack. If 
a man lias the eldest daughter of a family for his wife, he 
has a right to ail her slsteni. A chief business of the young 
men among these Indian tribes is to try their fortune with 
the young maidens and the women, and this, together with 
their toilet, fills up the greater part of their time. They 
do not meet with many coy beauties.'" In the evening, and 
generally till late at night, they roam about the villages, or 
in the vicinity, or from one village to the other. They have 
a singular mode of displaying their achievements in this 
field, especially when they visit the women in their best 
dressc3< On these occasions they endeavour to gain credit 
by the variety of their triumphs, and mark the number erf 
conquered beauties by bundles of peeled osier twigs, painted 
red at the tips. These sticks are of two kinds. Most of 
them arc from two lo three feci in length, others five or six 
feet* The latler* l>eing carried singly, arc painted wilh white 
and red rings alternately, which indicates the number of 
conquests. The shorter sticks are only painted red at the 



*" MAtih«ws, Ilitialsa ImHttitt, p. i<(, crilidHs Miitimilian for this sutcmcai, 
mj^rifc *' Why boul of n d«ii vhkh vu p& ^dc McM?Vf^nirnt r " L'Mlin Ulttwiae 
riloli iha chtt*ti(j o^ girU in rrtpcciiWc faoilUci. The evidence of Aleaiidcr Henry 
it in the i;)|ipc«ic« dircctiua. CvuuU abu BrtdbLirj, in cur r^tmnv v. p^ 166-—* Ce^ 
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tips, and every stick indicates an exploit, the aiunber of 
which is often bound up into a preily large bundle. Thick 
fa^es of (his kind arc carried about by the dandies in their 
gallant excursions. Among the Ma.iidan8 these sticks are 
generally quite plain; among the Manitaries, on the con- 
trary. Iherc is, usually, in the middle of the bundle^ one 
larger stick, at the end of which there is a tuft of black 
feathers. These feathers indicate the favourite, and the 
dandies tell everybody that she is the person for whom this 
honour is intended."* 

If these people have had familiar intercourse with a person 
who wor^ the white b^jffalo robe, a piece of skin of that 
colour is fastened to the stick; if she wore a red blanket, or 
buSaJo robe, a piece of red cloth is fastened to the stick. 
This custom, which is wcU known among the Mandans and 
Manltaries, has not, to my knowledge^ been mentioned by 1 
any traveller. -^ 

They have distinct names for the se^'eral degrees of re- 
lationship. The father's brother is called father, and the 
mother's sister, mother; cousins are called brothers and 
sisters. The [351] mother-in-law never speaks to her son- 
in-law; but if he fomcs home, and brings her the scalp of a 
slain enemy, and his gun, she is at liberty, from that moment, 
to converse with him.'" This custom is found among the 
Manitancs, who have, doubtless, borrowed it from the Man- 
dans, but not among the Crows and Arikkaras. Among 
the Chippeways, and the Algonqiiins in general, the name 
must not be changed; and persons with the same name must 
not marry, but consider each other as brothers and sisters, 
Among all the North American Indian nations there arc I 
men dressed and treated like women^ called by the Canadians, 

** S*e Pktt 54f ficufT t. Id ihc aontmpiiaying atlas, gur valumc uev,~ Ed. 
"• CoruuTl Mflllhfin, llitialM IndUm^ pp, 54-^7. Commtioicalloa irilh the 
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Bardaches, of whom Mc Kenae, Tanner, Langsdorff, and 
olhcTs, have spoken;"* but ihcrc was only one such among 
the Mandans^ and two or three among the MamTaxies, 

Volney, and some oihcr writers, have spoken rather too 
unfavourably of the moral character of the aborigines of 
North America, and their domestic habits. According lo 
them, distrust and hostile feeling prevail among them, for 
which a*3son they never leave their huts imarmed; but I 
can bear witness that they arc frequently seen in their vil- 
lages, as well as in the environs, without arms, and that it 
is only at ga"atiT dislanges, and when they appear in state, 
that they carry their weapons in iheir hands. I have never 
observed any disputes among them, but, on the contrary, 
much more unity and tranquillity than in civilized Europe, 
It has often Ijeen asserted that the Indians are inferior in 
intellectual capacity to the Whites; but this has been now 
sufficiently refuted; and Harlan is not wrong in saying 
that, among the races of men, of which Blumenbach rtrck- 
ons five,'*' the American should be ranked immediately 
after the Caucasian. If man, in all his varieties, has not 
received from the Creator equally perfect faculties, I am, 
at leitst, convinced that, in this respect, the Amcricanii are 
not inferior to the Whites, Many of the Mandans manifest 



"^ Tbr bcrduh iru fiotrd br tbosi vzAy mv^llris linens Wmon IndlAnk 
Mftn^uctie found them oiDong the lUinou (Tbwbls, J§suU Kfialioni, Uji, p. i>9)- 
S« Jibo llrmry-Thonipit*n Jvunnli, i, pp. ^j, J^A. 

FoT MadEPTuie stt Franchfcrv's I^arrativs, in oos itilutn? vi, p, iIp5, note 4- 
TBiincr a noted in our vfilurtt* mi, p, 390, luAc jfl?. George Uenry, Baion Tott 
L4iiK»dortf (in«^iS53), wu & Gennonsdcnlut Aad InvclLcr irbaculcrc^ Rusokft 
HTvfcr, moJif og scvr-jU icmnic>s ta the Intfnst of thftt power, lo idoj-«7. he 
viaiter] Sanufhutki ind Ruulin Amerio ut fu- as CftlifomtB, rvluTciog oTierluk4 
ihrough Stbciia- M^xmulian hctt rcfcrm tc hu dcsciiptioD of thi^ iounurr, pub* 
lUhed 5niu Bemrrkitnirn attf vinet Rtiu umdU WtUxn /f uj-07 « Fniiikfan, xhii\ 
*nd Imoilatrd u Vpyagei artd I ta\>^It tn vaWMu partt cj the Wvrid 4tthng tht y^an 
rSvj-of (lAJiukjtij iSjj-r4), Langkdvr^ bier tultcd BiMfilundct tlic ftiupkraijf 
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a great thirst for knowledgp, and many desire to hear 
something of objects of a higher order; and if they were 
not so much attached to the prejudices inherited from their 
ancestors, nmny of them might be verj- easily inslnicled. | 
The bad examples which ihey so often observe in the white 
men, who roam about their country in quest of gain, are 
not calculated to inspire them with much respect for out 
race, or to improve their morality. And if Ihey have no! 
been found inclined to the Christian reb'gion, this is, cer- 
tainly, in some measure, the consequence of the bad conduct 
of the Whites, who call ihcnuelves Christians, and arc often 
woree, and more immoral, than the most uncivilized of the 
Indians. Many American and foreign works have taken 
notice of the striking good sense and wit, the correct judg- 
ment of the Indians, in all the occurrences of daily lite, and 
it wojid be mere repetition here to quote examplt-s. One 
is often at a loss to answer their questions, founded on correct 
and natural judgment. The inactive mode of life natural to 
the Indians, which disdains all laborious exertion, rs a great 
obstacle to their adopting a different system. But they are 
not deficient in talent for drawing, music, &c», and this is 
quite manifest at first sight. Several Mandans not only 
took much pleasure in drawing, but had a decided talent 
for it- The hieroglyphics are well known^ which the Indians 
employ [^52] instead of writing; for instance, the figures 
on their robes, the drawing of Mato-Top^, and the subjoined 
Indian letter from a Mandan lo a fur trader,"' 

The following is the ex[jlanation of the hieroglyphic figures 
contained in it: 

The cross signifies, '* I wiU barter, or trade.'* Three ani- 
mals are drawn on the right hand of the cross: one i^ a 
buiTato; the two others, a weasel (MusUlc Canadensis)^ 

■ S™ PUlc S5t in llic arrompanjing itlM. our voluntr «rv, *nd p. »S5 for Illut- 
irAdon t>i MaodftD Iftlcr in bieioglyphki. — £d> 
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and an otter. The writer oPers, in exchange for the skins 
of these animals (probably meaning that of a white buffalo), 
the articles which he has drawn on the left side of the rrossi. 

Hr has, in the first jjIhcc, depicted a beaver very plainly, 
behind which there is a gun; to the left of the beaver arc 
thirty strokes, each ten separated bya longer line; this means, 
I will give thirty braver skins and a gun for the skins of the 
three animals on the right hand of the cross. 

Many o( them dispute, with great earnestness, on more 
elevated subjects; thus, they inquinxl our ideas of the va- 
rious heavenly bodies, and of the ori^n of the universe, as 
they, themselves, declare their own wily traditions to be 
insufficient- Some, indeed, thought our ideas on these sub- 
jects much more silly than their own- They laughed out- 
right, when we affirmed thai the earlh was round, and re- 
volved about the sun. Others, however, would not reject 
our views, and were of opinion (hat, as the Whites could do 
so much which was incomprehenable to them, it was possible 
they might be right on this point also. 

In all works that treat of these remarkable people, we 
find recorded very energetic and well-digested speeches of 
thdr chiefs- They frequently use xrry appropriate figures, 
and often said bitter truths to their white oppressors. Dr, 
Morse quotes some such phiascs, used at Uie conclusion 
of treaties of peace, or declarations of war, which express 
much in a few words- Thus, in declarations "of war: " The 
blood of our wives and children smokes on the ground I The 
bones of our warriors and old men are uncovered, and whiten 
the earth! The tomahawk is raised!" And on the con- 
cluMion of jieace: "The bones of nur warriors are buried! 
the tomahawk is buried ! the blood of our women and chil- 
dren is covered! The path which leads to them must be 
kept dean; no weeds may grow there. The chain which 
binds us together must not become rusty," [353] Or, on 
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the contrary: *'Thc chain begins to rusl/' &C.&C. Though 
these people often manifest great energy of characlT, many 
have committed suicide on account of disappointments in 
love, or of wounded honour, of which Dr. Morse relates a 
remarkable instance, where an Indian killed himscH because 
he was reproached with cowardice, after his mother had 
suffered death for him. Many travellers speak of the ex- 
traordinary memory of the Indians; several of them relate 
the entire history of their people in a continuou:^ narrative. 
The Mandans and Manitaiies are proud, and have a high 
sense of honour. If a person expresses a wish to possess 
some article belonging to them, he generaUy receives it as a 
present, but a present of equal, or greater value, Is always 
looked for in return. They estimate all their eSects at a very 
high rate, ascribing to them an imaginary and far too great 
value; and a trifiing thing is often paid for with one or two 
horses. Among the articles of great value is the skin of a 
white buffalo cow. Fifteen florins are paid for a small er- 
mine skin; whereas^ a woli's skin may be purchased for a 
small quantity of tobacco. One or two horses are frequently 
given for a feather cap; a horse for 100 or 150 elks* teeth, 
or for a handful of dentalium shells,"* The men are much 
given to indolence, when Ihey cannot pursue their chief 
avocations, hunting and war. In generaJ, the Mandans aiKl 
Manitaries are not dangerous, andt though there are many 
nide and savage men among them, they are, on the whole, 
well-disposed towards the Whiles: the fonner, especially^ 
manifest this, and have many good and trustworthy men 
among them. Some of them are addicted to tfiieving, espe- 
cially the women and children; and it is said^ that many of 



"" Tb« drntiUum shrll* «Tt« bir lnl«nrfb«l ciriung? hrougbt from Oa Pvific 
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the Manitaries, when they meet the Wliites in the prairie, 
though they do not kill them, as they used to do, gencndly 
plunder Ihem, 

They have always free access to the forts of the tradm;; 
companies; and, as at Fort Clarke, there was no sepat^te 
apartment for the Indians, wc were moIcMed by them, during 
ihc whole day. in every room; nay^ they often took the |)laoe 
of the owners, which^ during the severe cold in the winter 
time, was quite intolerable, as they stood in front of the fire, 
with their large bu0alo robcs^ and kept the warmth from 
coming into the ap&rtment. They rrquire to be always 
regaled, which is generally done, and it was estimated that 
in one year Ihcy smoked 200 lbs. of tobacco at the expense 
of the Company, A few among Ihem, indred, manifrstrd 
a much greater delicacy of feeling than the mass of them^ and 
left the dining room when the dinner-hour approached; but 
only a very small proportion possessed this correct sense 
of projjriely, for the olhera generally came just at our 
dinner time; it is true they had but little meat in the winter 
season, and fared but badly. Disputes and quarrels arc 
very rare among them; but duels are frequent; and revenge 
for blood is still excrcised- 

Many of them are particularly cleanly in their persons, 
and bathe daily, both in winter and summer; their hands, 
however, are often .smearrd witli colours and fal^ nay, some- 
times the whole body is bedaubed. The women are, in 
general, less cleanly, particularly their hands, [354] which 
arises from their continual and severe labour. They gen- 
erally let their nail^ grow long. 

The rude inhabitants of the prairies are esctrcmely agile 
and hardy; they bathe, in the depth of winter, in the half 
frozen rivers, and wear no covering on the upper part of their 
body under the buffalo robe; they are very expert swimmers, 
even when quite young. I have already observed that all 
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these nations swim in the same manner as the Brazilian 
Tapuyas, which is confirmed by other writers- They often 
practise riding on horseback without a saddle, and very s^t 
horae-racing.*' They arc capital marksmen with the bow; 
all their senses are remarkably acute. 

Among the MandanSr and all the nations of (he Upper 
Missouri, as well as among most of the North American 
tribes, there arc certain bands or imions or companies, which 
arc distingui^ed from the others, and kept tfigether by cer- 
tain external badges and laws."' They have three kinds 
of war or signal pipes, which are hung round the neck, and 
are among the badges of the unions, which divide the men 
into six classes, according to their age. The fir^t hand or 
union is composed of *' the foolish dt^/' or " the dogs whose 
name is not known." They are young people from ten to 
6f teen years of age, and wear a pipe made of the wing bone 
of the wild goose, which is but small. When they dance, 
three of them ha^-e a long broad piece of red cloth hanging 
from the back of the neck to the ground. Like every dis- 
tinct da^ they have a particular song to accompany their 
dance. Formerly old people likewise belonged to this band, 
but then they never dared to retreat before the enemy; this 
has since been changed to the present limited rule. If a 
boy desires to enter the firet band in order to become a man, 
he goes to a member of it^ addresses him by the appellation 
of father, and endeavours to purchase the rank, the dance. 



tgS) of ft hanc-rncv in wtiidt be furtidpfltad. — ED. 
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ihe soDg, and the war pi|.x.- belonging to it, for certain articles 
of vaJue, such as blanket^, doth, horses, powder, ball, and 
the like, which the father pays for him. If this place is 
sold lo him he ha^ a nglit to all the distinctions and privi- 
leges of the band, and he who sold it thereby renounces all 
claim to it, and endeavours to puttha^ admission to a higher 
band. The dances of the several classes are in the main 
vciy similaj, but there is a particular song belonging to 
each, and sometimes even a different step. The drum and 
sduschiku^ must likewise be purchased at the same time. 
The latter, among this band, is spherical, with a handle^ 
and is made of leather. 

The second class or band is that o( the crows or ravens; 
it consists of young men from twenty to twenty-five years of 
age. Frequently young people are in none of the bands for 
half a year or more. They then go to the band of the 
crows, and say, "Father, I am poor, but I wish to pur- 
chase from you." If the possessor agrees, they (hen 
receive the raven's feathers, which the band wear on their 
heads^ a douUe war-pipe, consisting of two wing bones of 
a goose joined together, a drum, schischiku^. the song and 
ihc dance. Each of these bands has a leader, called, [jssJ 
by the Americans, head-man, who decides on the sale of 
its rights and attributes. This head-man is chiefly applied 
lo when any one wwhcs for admission; a festival then takes 
place in the medicine lodge, which is continued for forty 
successive nights, of which I shall speak in the sequel."*' 
They dance, eat, and smoke there; the purchasers defray 
the expenses, and give up their vrives every night to 
the seUers, till the fathers, as they arc called, are satisfied, 
and transfer their rights to the purchasers, with which the 
festival concludes. 

The third class or band is that of the soldiers, the most 

"' Sc* our TDlumc xiir^ — Ed. 
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emiDcnt and esteemed warriors. In their dances they paint 
the upper part of the face red, and the lower part black. 
Their war pipe is large, ard made of the wing bone of a 
crane. Their badges are two long straight sticks bound 
with otter skin, to which owPs feathers are appended. 
When they go to war. they plant these sticks in the ground 
in front of the enemy, and, this done, they dare not leave 
them, not unlike the colours in a European army. They 
have a similar slick ornamented with raven's feathers,'" 
They likewise have a dance and song peculiar to their bajid, 
and must jmrchase iheir ftdmission into higher classes. Their 
schischiku^ or rattle is made of iron plate, in the form of a 
small kettle, with a handle. They likewise possess two 
tobacco pipcs» which are used for smoking on special occa- 
sjons. Two men keep and cany with them these pipes. 
All the higher classes may, at the same time, belong to the 
band of the soldiers, who act as police officers; it is, how- 
ever, understood that all the members must be satisfied with 
the purchase- If but one object to the sale, the bargain 
cannot be concluded* It often happens that some individuals 
do not immediately give their consent, in order to raise the 
price and sell lo more advantage afterwards. These sol- 
diers^ as they are called, form a kind of committee, which 
decides all the principal affairs, particulariy general under- 
takings, such as changes of their places of abode, buEfaJo 
hunting, and the like. If the buffalo herd^ are in the vicinity, 
they watch them, and do not suffer them to be disturbed 
by individuals, till a general chase can be undertaken. 

If, during this time, any one fires at a wolf or other ani- 
mal, the soldiers take away his gun, ill-use, and sometimes 
beat him, to which he must submit; even the chiefs are not 
spared on these occasions. The Whites living tn the neigh- 
bourhood arc subject, during such a time, to the same laws, 

^ Sn p. 1 13 for baJgc of Raven banil,— ED. 
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and the soldiers have often taken their hatchets from the 
woodcutters of the fort, or forlndden them to cut wood, thai 
the buiTaloes mlj;hl not be disturbed by the noise. 

The fourth band, that of the dogs, wear in their dance a 
large cap of coloured cloth, to which a great number of 
ravcn*!i, nmgpie's, and owlS feathers is fastened, adorned 
with dyed horee-hair and strips of ermine; they have a lai^ 
war pipe of the wing bone of a swan. Three of them have 
the ,sarnc sinps of red cloih hanging down the back, as have 
bc^n mentioned, when speaking of the first band. The head 
is f^ncrally adorned with a thick tuft of owl's, m^^pie's, and 
raven's feathers hanging down behind, and often aU the 
thrct' kinds of feathers are mixed together. [356] The 
three men before-mentioned, who wear the strips of red cloth 
(the dogs, properly so called), are obliged, if any one throws 
a piece of meat into the ashes, or on the ground, saying, 
" There, dog, eat/' to fall upon \{, and devour it raw, like 
dogs or beasts of prey. The echischikui of this band is a 
stick, a foot or a foot and a half long to which a number of 
animals' hoofs arc fastened. The costume of Ihrse thirc 
dogs is shown in the portrait of Pehriska^Rupe.'*' 

The fifth band is that of the bufialoes. In their dance 
they wear the skin of the upper part of the head, the mane 
of the buffalo, with \\s horns, on their hcad&; hot two ^lect 
tndividuaJs, the bravest of all, who thenceforward T\e\QT dare 
to fly from the enemy, wear a perfect imitation of the buGalo's 
head, with the horns, which they set on their heads,*** and 
and in which there are holrs Irfl [or the eyrs, which are 
surrounded with an iron or tin rinR. This band alone has 
a wooden war pipe, and in their union they iiave a woman^ 
who, during the dance, goes round with a dish of water. 
to refresh the dancers, but she must give this water only 

^ Sf« PUte 56^ la Che aMompttajrin^ aUu^ our volume jcr,- — Ed^ 
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to the bravesi, who wear (he whole buffalo's head. She is 
dressed, on these occasions> in a handsome new robe of 
bighorn leather, and colours hcrfaoc with vermilion. The men 
have B piece of rrd cloth fastened brhindf and a Ggiire rep- 
resenting a bufraIo*£ taQ; they also carry iheEr arms in their 
hands. The men with the buffaloes' heads always keep la 
the dance at the outside of the group, imitate all the motioa^s 
and the voice of this animal, as it timidly and cautiously 
retreats, looking around in all directions, &c.'" 

The sixth band is that of the black-tailed deer. It con- 
sists of all the men above fifty yeara of age, who, howcrer, 
likewise dance. Two women belong to the: band, who wait 
on them at the dance, cook, carry water round to refresh 
them, and the like. All the men of this band wear a garland 
of the daws of the grizdy bear round their heads, and all 
insignia of their warlike exploits about their bodies, such 
as feathers on their heads, tufts of hair on thetr anns and 
lcg3> scalps, painting, &c.'" 

All these bands, as well as the (oUowingdances, are bought 
and sold, and, as has been already observed, on these oc- 
casions, tbe^buj^er'must give up his wife to the seller during 
the festivity. But if a young man is still unmarried, he wiU 
sotnelimes travel to a great dislaDc^ to another village, to 
ask a friend or companion for his wife, who accordingly 
goes with him, and, on the ex^nings of the dance, gives up 
his wives for him. A man often brings three or four^ and 
even more, wivrs, and gives them to his fathrr, as be b 
called, as soon as the dancing, eating, smoking, and the re- 
lating of their exploits^ are concluded. Thus one woman 

^ Set *f«(wt d tnlhlo cU« of t^ Qnulu HWjntj, tp, eit.. In AOta V56, 
PP- 34r* 34S), abo is Jaioa's Lfw^t Mitftd^iitm, our veJumc w, p, 137. TUm b 
nM IW sBDu caaaoajf u Ibat iBCcDdoJ lo ittnct Ihc bn^Ai^ or the biiffak»-ab«4l- 
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after Ibc other comes, as will be described in the account 
of the buffalo medicines of the Manilarics, strikes, with her 
hand, the arm of the man whom she will favour, and goes to 
the entrance of the tent, where she waits till he follows her. 
1 he man so invited often keeps his scat, and bows down his 
head; the woirian then goes home, brings articles of value.such 
as gims, robes, blankets, &c., which she lays, piece by piece, 
before him, till he is satisfied, stands up, and follows her. 

[357] There arc other dances which are bought and soldj 
among which are a second danci^ of the third band, and the 
dance of the half-shorn heads, which the lower class may 
buy before they are old enough to belong to the third bond. 

The mcdinne feasi, the insignia, and the danre belonging 
to the half-shorn heads, will be described in the sequel. An- 
other dance is that of the old dogs, The band of the dogs 
can buy it of the buifalocs before they can become bu&alocs, 
or purchase their admission to the fifth band. In the dance of 
the old dogs they paint themselves while, the hands red and 
black, and wear a girdle of the skin of the grizzly bcar» and 
a bunch of feathers hanging down at the back of the head. 

What is called the hot dance is now danced at Ruhptare, 
and by the Manitaries, who bought it from the Arikkaras. 
It is executed by the little dogs, whose name is not known. 
A large fire is kindled on the occasion, and a quantity of 
live coals is scattered on the ground, about which the young 
men dance, quite naked and barefcx)t€dp The hands, with 
the lower pari of the arms, and the feet and ankles, arc 
painted red. A kettle, with meat cut in small pieces, is hung 
over the fire; and when the meat is done they plunge their 
hands into the boiling water, lake out the meal, and eat it* 
at the risk of scalding themselves. The last comers are 
the worst off, having to dip their hands the deepest into the 
boiling water. During the dance they have in their hands 
their weapons and the 5chischiku6< 
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There is another dance which will be described in one of 
ihe following chapters. The dance is accompanied wilb 
the schischikui and drum, and is generally performed in a 
circle: Ihe dancers carry in iheir hands the bow-lanct,*" 
which is adorned with feathers and beare' entrails. 

The Mandan women arc divided precisely in the sanw 
manner as the men, into four classes, according to their age. 
The youngest band U called *' the band of the gun." They 
wear in their hair some down feathers of the eagle» and have 
their peculiar dance. 

The next class into which they obtain admission by pur- 
chase is " the river class/' When they dance they wear an 
eagle's feather, fastened to the fore part of the head with a 
piece of white ribbon, which projects on the left side, and 
is entwined round the quill with grass. 

The third class consists of the women of the hay, who, 
when they dance, put on Iheir best clothes, and sing the 
scalp song. 

The fourth and last class is the band of the white cow. 
They paint one eye mih some colour according to their 
taste, generally sky-blue. On the chin, this class, mostly 
consisting of aged women, tattoo themselves with black lines; 
round their heads they wear a broad piece of the skin of ft 
while bu^alo cow, something like a hussar's cap* with ft 
tuft of feathers in it. A more [358] particular description 
of the dress of this band is given in the sequel.'** 

These unions, or bands, give occasion to many festivities, 



"^ Tbc bow-lancc u a krsc boir, to mm end tt{ which (he iron potM of ji Uncr \» 
fuICDcd- It srrvrs onlir fnf show, and 19 never uncti in scritTUB iutnlwu II vs vrty 
haodfomdy adnm^ «riTh f^glr'i fnEhm, FrFquc^nfly with rrd clofh %\%tt, «nd, when 
complet&ly <lr:<wTn(«l, U worth from 100 lo ayt Roriiu^ Ii dMconds from (atlicr 10 
BOCt uid <Aniiot be oLulncd ej[i:i:pl aL ft hJ^b pTicc^ Someiijnrs a hoisc or mnn 
miBl be pvFii for if- — MA3riuii.TAN- 

**" For a rejirtsenutioa of thli daacr ^r Place aS, la ihe a^companyLng atliu, 
oiu volume Jtrv,— En, 
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with singing, music, and dancings But (hey have likewise 
otlM^^ dano^s and diversions. One of these is the scalp dance, 
which may be more appropriately described among the usagrs 
of war. Their musical amusements are very simple. The 
mode of singing varies but little among all the American 
Indians; it consists of broken, deep exclamations, often inter- 
cepted by loud shouts, and is accompanied by a violent beat- 
ing of time on the drum, and the rattling of the schjschiku& 
Besides these two instruments, the Mandans have long 
WDodt'Ti pi|""s^ <il the lower end of which there is generally an 
eagle's feather hanging by a string,"' Other pipes are thicker, 
about twenty inches long, and arc perforated with holes; 
ID this respect they differ from the war pipe. They are 
sometimes ornamented ^ilh pieces of skin, &c. These 
are the only musical instruments of the Indians besides the 
war pipes.**' 

The Indians have also many games; the game called bil- 
liards, by the French Canadians, is played by two young 
men» with long polcs» which arc often bound with leather^ 
and have various ornaments attached to them. Ow a long, 
straight, level course, or a level path in or near the village, 
they roll a hoop, three or four inches in diameter, covered 
with leather, and throw the pole at it; and the success of 
the game depends upon the pole passing through it. This 
game is also practised anrong the Manitaries, and is de- 
scribed, in Major Long's Travels lo the Rocky Mountains, 
as being playt^d by the Pawnees, who, however, have hooked 
sticks, which is not the case with the tribes here mentioned."' 



■• Set our veltim« 10111, pj&i^ for illuattationi of Mtadia fdpn,— Ko. 

"■ Fot Irvtiw miul[:«>mp*re Bddbuiy'i, Tmiwi*, In our volunw *, p (i6, ami 
accompaiiyiag note, — Ed. 

*■* S« Dofwy'adeMripdotiofEhi* ipimp, o^, fil, FT*- 337, 33*; CatUnftkoEpeAki 
<^ il «jk " TchLing-kf<i" &ad icmuks upon Ibc ktbcc and agility dtvelopo! by it 
For « dwilpliua uf this ijuue u pmokcd amoog tbc Piwnfr, we our voIdide xv, pp. 
fti4. 315 — E^' 
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The women are exj)ert at playing with a large Irathem 
ball, which they let fall altemately on their foot and knt*c, 
again throwing it up and catching it, and thus keeping it 
in motion for a length of time without letting it fall to the 
ground. Prizes are given, and they often play high. The 
ball is often very neat and curiously covered with dyed por- 
cupine quills,'*' Card-playing has not yet reached these In- 
dians, though it is in use among the Osages and other tribes. 
The children of the Mandans and Manllaries pUy with a 
piece of stag's hom, in which a couple of feathers are inserted ; 
this is thrown forward, the piece of hom being foremost-'" 
About the middle of March, when the weather is fine, the 
children and young men play with a hoop, in the interior 
of which strips of leather are interwoven; its diameter is 
about a fool. This hoop is either rolled or thrown, and 
they thrust at it with a pointed stick; he who a[jproacbes 
the centre most nearly is the winner.'" [359] As soon as 
Ihc ice in the rivers breaks up, they run to Ihc banks and 
throw this interlaced hoop into the ft-aler. In the summer 
lime the Mandans and Manitaries often amuse themselves 
with races in the prairie, for which they have the best oppor- 
tunity in the vicinity of their villages; twenty young men, or 
more, often run at once, and on these occasions there is 
always high betting. Some of them are very swift runners, 
and can hold out a long time. 

The Mandans and Manitaries are extremely superstitious, 
and all their important actions arc guided by such motives. 
They have most strange ideas of surrounding nature, be- 
lieve in a multitude of different beings in the heavenly bodies; 
offer sacrifices to them; invoke their assistance on every 



*" S« PlaiF Si, figure i4t i^ *^ &c«irap»nj1ng iitlu, our volum* nv, 
S« p, «^5 for ill(a(TflI]<iT] of a chlkri dim ol nitg-hi^m — hn. 
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occasion; howl, lament, fast, inSict on themselves cruel acts 
o( ppnanci.% to projjitiate these spirits; luid, above all, lay 
very Rreat str&ss upon dreams.*'" Some of their traditions 
have a resemblance to the revelations of the Bible; for in- 
stance, Noah's Ark and the Deluge, the history of Samson, 
&c. The question here arises whether these pariicukre 
have not been pj^ually introduced among them, from their 
intercourse with Christians^ and this seems highly prob&Uc. 
If \\%v-y have not yet embraced the Christian religion, it would) 
however^ appear that they have adopted some portions which 
strike them as l>eing either remarkable or interesting.'" The 
belief in a future life, or a better state of things alter death, 
exi^tH among all (he American nations; this is confirmed by 
D'Orbigny (Voyages, tom. iii. p, 90), who justly blames Azara 
for denying all religious ideas to the people of Paraguay-'" 
In order to obtain correct information respecting all their 
traditions and idea^^ we persuaded Dipauch '" to rnliven 



fe 



II 



^^ The NoTlb Ajncrk«r Induna lux conceded to have been ia thbt atatt of rcU- 
poiBrtriupm^itloui drvdopinrm knovn JLt "initrvlim;" corsull Faminil, Basi$ 
9} Amtnet^H motry, pp. t^t^o; and E. B. T/lor^ Primiliw CvUmra (New 
Vork, jfi7t). Ft^ itic i^rimitiw cults vi the Mniulan uid Mjiutam, MMimiJits 
b &Q approved autlwritj'i cnnBulf on this nutqcn, Jr O. Oorvf, " Study of Stowo 
CulUt" in United Sutcc Ounau of Elbnolo^ Hefiirt, iSS^-^o, putlcuUrl^ chftpUr 
Ti,— Ed, 

■" Thii conjcctun: a wU^Hcd by Dr. EUwin Jornpj, the Icaracd »uthor of T*o- 
Mt't JAlt arauns (lie hidiitiih p- 35; ol thai work, 1 irXcr {v lUb JnLctnlla^ bcxik 
for the rpmarkfcNi* hipmgljq^hici of th* j»oj>te of fhr ATgon'juin tribe — Mjuil- 

" Aldde U«ulin« d'Orbigny i,iioi-$j), ■ Frmch tuIunlUtacd f»!Boiitol«' 
^L Ifl iSjO he •" acnt lo Souih Anirtica, where for eight yrnis he traTrllciI oDd 
nuu\r olnirrvailona, nhidt wirrr embodied in his Voyagts dam fAm^rviuti mf^nJiO" 
n^U (i^J4-<17); he x\fn puhlislicd L'Howtmt Amhicaim considrtA rovl tts taffarit 
fkyiii>toi^u€ f( Hwmoi^Jt (PAru> iflji9)- In iS^j he w»a apptiixitccl tci ihrUiALr ol 
palBfiniology !n the Jontin ds Plantet. Patu. 

F«Hx d^Aun (%^^r>-i%it). a Sppntih uLdier, tntt«El«T, and nAtun&at, fp«n1 
CWBCty jrcan (i7St-iSaO in South AmcrfcA, IQi publiflfacd voik wu Vittu^ Janj 
FAfiMyw mttiditmoU (tSog)- Tylor cdb AltrniioD (0 d'Orblgny'i lErtriurrt on 
Afarv'a atiteaienW.-^- Ed. 

*^ Dlp*uch is Jl very distin^tihnl tn2.% and mLghT haw brrn h rhwf long ago 
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our long wmter evenings by his narratives, which he rcadfly 
agreed lo do. He spoke with much seriousn**ss and gravity, 
and I had a most excellent interpreter in Mr. Kipp. I Rivc 
these narratives, which are often cxtremdy silly, as they 
were written down from his communications, though I must 
beg ray reader's patience and indulgence. It was not possible 
to curtail them or to choose only the more interesting parts, 
since all their tradiltons and legends have a certain connec- 
tion, and really possess some influence on the actual mode 
of life of this people. 

According to Dipauch, these Indians believe in several supe- 
rior beings, of whom the lord of life, Ohmahank-Numakshi, 
is the firat, the moat exalted and the most powerful ; who ere* 
ated the earth, man. and every existing object.*'* They be- 
lieve that he has a tail, and appears sometimes [360] in the 
form of an aged man, and, at others, in that of a young 
man. The first man, Numank-Machana, holds the second 
rank; he was created by the lord of life^ but is likewise of 
a divine nature. The lord of life gave him great power, 
and they, therefore, woishfp and offer sacrifices to him. He 
is nearly identical with Nanabush among the Chippeways, 
or the people of the Algonquin language, who, accord- 
ing to the notion of those tribes, acts a5 mediator 

U he had plcucd. c« h^ ptiesci^ca «U ibc nrorsauy quaUficHtJoni^ Bis faihvr was 
shot by ihe Sioiu dunng L^viiand Clorkt't winter rrddiencf Aicong these IndJam 
ThoM travcUcrs oScnii lo asdlat lh( Muidiicu a^imt thcii entiQits, and to lAke ibc 
fidd iriih ihcaip la whlib. buwcvcr, ilicy «iuuU mn iiin«eaL— Maximilian- 

Commieia by &*. Sw OrtgitMi JvwfuJt e} tfu f.^u»r artd dark t^^Uum^ i. 
pp. d?9-jj3. It ifl jomBfrhat mini— ding lo wy thai (Jlc Mandon n-ouM not accvpt 
tbir aid <jf ihp cjtplDrrn, The bdow wu too dnpi uid the mid too irvrr? to pmolt 
piir»ujt fif the Siout 

"* Bnckettbrid^, p, 71, is very inufh mLBUktn la bcHc^ng that the MudAiu 

and Maniluics vvTihtp uiJy tuHolu heads, tot, U ihc litEici arc mcditincn iL a iiit-uji- 
troiwtibly tnie thflt they behrvc In a number nf supmor being* who mn-be * hgur* 
In their layihubt^,— MAxniTLiAM. 

Camituni by Ed. Oui «uihof Ift dtlAJt BmckcjuidBR V>irw« 11/ Z^mtwu (Htt*- 
burgh, 1814). 
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between the creator and the human race. Nanabush 
And the creator frequently had disputes, and the Mandins 
haw: similar legends. Omahank-Chika, the c\il one of the 
earth, b a malignant .spirit, who has, likewise, much influence 
over men, but who b not as powerful as the lord of life and 
the first man. The fourth being is Kohanka-Tauihanka, 
who lircs in the planet Venus, and it is he who protects man*- 
kind on the rarth; for without his care thr? race would have 
bc^n lonj* t»ince extinct. A fifth bein^, who, however, hts 
no power, is something like the wandering Jew, ev-cr in mo- 
tion, and walking on the face of the earth in human form. 
They c^ll him the lying priiirie wolf, Btsjd<?s these there 
is a sixth being, Ochkih-Hadda, whom it is difficult to class, 
and of whom they ha\-c a tradition, that whoever dreams 
of him isdoomed soon to die. He appears to figure in their tra- 
ditions as a kind of devil, is said to ha^'e once come to their 
villages, and tau^t them many things^ but has not since 
appeared. They arc afriad of him, oScr sacrifices to hiro, 
and have in their villages a hideous figure representing him.*" 
They worship the sun, because they believe it lo be the resi- 
dence of the lord of life. AH their medicines or sacrifices 
arc offered chiefly lo the sim, or rather lo the lord of life, 
a:^ inhabiting il. In the moon, say they, lives the old woman 
who never dies, and who wears a white band from the front 
to the back of the head; sacrifices and ofierings are likewise 
made lo her. The}' do not know who she is, but her power 
is great. She has six children, three sons and three daugh- 
ters, who all live in certain stars. The eldest son is the day 
(the first day of the creation), the second is the sun, in which 
the lord of life has his abode. The third son is the night. 
The eldest daughter is the star that rises in the east, the 
morning star; and they call her, " the woman who wears 



■" Ca^^d r»\u. thil cplrti Oluwhndfc, Kiid Idt^ntU^ fain u the <frvfL It k he 
«4io cmta the gtvai tluiurbvtcpc o& the lUrd Akj of Ifec Okjj>pe; wc /«jf.— £&, 
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a plume." The second daughter, called "the striped 
gourd/' L<i a high star which nrvoivca around the polar star; 1 
and, la5tly, the third daughter is the evening star which is J 1 
near to the <».-tting sun. ^ 

The old woman in the moon desired to find a wife for 
her son, and brought a girl^ whom she desired to wait out- 
side the door. When the old woman sent out to fetch her» 
they found in her place a toad; indignant at the exchange, 
the load was boiled in a vessel, that it might be destroyed. 
But this could not be done, nor could it be e^ten, and it 
was^ ihereforCj cursed, on which it remained always visible 
as a spot in the moon. The narrator could not say whether 
the sun was large or small, but, at all events, it was globing 
hot. The son married a woman whom they called " the 
narrow-leaved wormwcxxl" They had a soUj of great prom- 
ise, who appeared destined to act an important part. 
He was very skilful in making arrows, and versed in all kinds 
of hunting and catching of animals. He shot birds for hi*i 
mother, though she had [361] forbidden him to kill the prairie 
larks, yet he shot all his arrows at these birds, but he waa 
unable to kill any> Upon this, one of the birds said to tiim, 
" Why will you kill mr, since I am related to you?" He 
dug up in the moon the pomme blanche {Psotdca esculcntaX 
(or which his mother reproved him, because^ through the 
hole which he had dug, they could see the Manitari villages 
in the earth l*enealh- And his mother said, " See, all those 
men are our relations; I did not intend to descend to the 
earth yet, but now we must go thither," The father once 
ordered the son to !ihoot a buffalo for him, and to bring him 
all the sinews of the animal; but the son twisted a rope with 
part of those sinews, In order thereby to let himself down 
to the earth. Accordingly he descended to the earth in the 
vicinily of the Little Missouri, hut his rope reached only to 
the top of the trees. If he had had all the sinews of the 
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hiftdo^ Ms rofie wodd bftve mdvd Ifae groitod, but now 
ivoHiMd stnpeaded, and cwmg bAckmids tnd fanranb. 
A larigc Hone was ihfoini al htm from the moon, which slcne 
vu in exbtenoe not trry long met. The stone, however, 
could not kQI him, be bein^ medkaie, that u, chamxd. 

The M&DduiA bdicvc ihat the thunder 15 produced hf 
the motion of the vings of a gigsntic bird. When thk bird 
fiies soft];, as is tisually the case, be is not heard, but when 
he flaps his wings violenUy. be occasions a roaring nobc. 
ThiA huge bird is said to have only two toes 00 each foot, 
one behincl and the other brfort. It lives in the mountains, 
where it builds an immense nest, as big as Fort Darke. 
Its food conast^ of deer and other targe animals, the homa 
fA which are heaped up round the neat. TYie glance of 
Its eyes prodticct lightning; it breaks through the clouds, 
the canopy of heaven, and makes a way for the rain. The 
iatdatcd and pccultariy loud clapA of thunder are produced 
hf a gigantic IoiIgLsc, whkh lives in the rlotHU, When the 
l^btning strikes, it b a sign of anger. They believe the 
atan to be deceased men. When a chOd is bom, a star 
descends and appears on the caith in human fonn^ after 
d^^ath it rexsccnds and appears again as a star in the 
heavens. 

'Vht rainbow is a spirit accompanying the sun, and is es- 
pecially visible at its setting. Many affinn that the northern 
lights arc occiu^ioned by a largi' assembly of the medicine 
men and dintin^ishcd wairiorfi of several nations in the 
north, who boil their prisoners and slain enemies in im- 
mrnse cauldronTt. The Chip[)ewHys air said to call this 
phenomenon " the dancing spirit," and the milky way, " the 
path of the ghosts/' 

Dipauch related a history of the creation and the origin 
of the Mandan tribe, in the following mannerH Though 
this narrative is equally silly and tiresome, I subjoin it, as 
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giving an idea of the iotcUectuaJ condition of this people, 
and die nature of their conversations. 

Before the existence of the carth> the lord of life created 
the first man, Numank-Machana, who moved on the waters* 
and met with a diver or duck, which wa5 alternately diving 
and rising a^ain. The man said lo the hird, " You dive so 
well^ now dive deep and bring up some earth." [363] The 
bird obeyed, and soon brought up some earth, which the 
first man scattered upon the fycr fjf the waters, using some 
incanlAtions, commanding the eanh to appear, and it ap- 
peared. The land was naked; not a blade of gross was 
growing on it; he wandered about and thought that he was 
alone, when he suddenly met with a tr>ad. " 1 thought I 
was here alone," said he^ '* but you arc here, and who are 
you?" It did not answer, " I do not know you. but I must 
give you a name. You are older than I am, for your skin 
is rough and scaly; I must call you my grandmother, for 
you arc so very old.^* He went further and found a piece 
of an earthen pot. *' I thought I was here alone, but men 
must have lived herr^bcforc me.'' Thereupon he took the 
pctsherd and said, " I will give you also a name, and^ as you 
were here before me, I must, likewise, call you my grand- 
mother." On going further he met with a mouse: '* It is 
ci«ar/' said he to himself, '* that I am not the first being; I 
coll you also my grandmother." A liltle further on he and 
the lord of life met. '* Oh, there is a man like myself/' cx- 
daimal he,and wentuptohim. "Howdoyou do, my son?" 
said the man to Omahank-Xamakshi ; but he answered, " I 
am not your son, but you arc mine." The first man answered, 
" I dispute this.'' But the lord of life answered,'' You arc 
my son, and I will prove it; if you will not believe nnf, we will 
sit down and plant our medicine sticks which we have ixx 
our bands in the ground ; he who Arst rises is the youngest, 
and the son of the other." They sat down and looked at 
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each other for a long time. till. &t length, the lord of life be- 
came pale, his flesh dropped from his bone-s, on which the 
first man exclaimed, "Now you are surely dead." Thus 
they looked at each other for ten years, at the end of which 
time, when the l)arc bones of the lord of life were in a dccom- 
jxjMrd state, the first man rose, exclaiming, " Now he is 
surely dead." He se]2ed Omahank-Numakshi's stick, and 
pulled it out of the ground ; but at the same moment the lord 
of life stood up, saying, " See here, I am your father, and 
you an- my son/* and the Erst man called him his father. 
As they were going on together, the lord of life said^ " This 
land is not well formed, wc will make it better/' At that 
time the bufTalo was alrtrady on the rarlh. Tht: Ion! of life 
called to the weasel, and ordered him to dive and bring up 
grass, which was done. He then sent him again lo fetch 
wood, which he brought in iikc manner. He divided the 
grass and the wrmd, giving one half lo the first man, Thfs 
took place at the mouth of Heart River. The lord of life 
then desired the first man to make the north bank of the 
Missouri, while he himself made the south-west bank, which 
is beautifully diversified with hills, valleys, forests, and 
thickets. The man, on the conlTarVj made the whole 
countr>- flat, wth a good dealof wood in the distance. They 
then met again, and, when the lord of life had seen the 
work of the first man, he shook his head and said, " You 
have not done this well; all is level, so that it will be im- 
possible to surprise buffaloes or deer, and approach them 
unperceivcd. Men will not be aUc to live there. They 
will see each other in the plain at too great a distance, and 
will h^ unable to avoid each other, consequently Ihey wQl 
destroy each other.*^ 

[363] He then look (he first man to the other side of the 
river, and said, " See here, I have made spnngs and streams 
in suf&cLcnt abundance, and hills and \^leys, and added all 
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kinds of animaJs and tine wood; here men will be able to 
live by the chase, and feed on ihc flesh of those animals." 
They then both proceeded to the mouth of the Natlce-Passaha 
(Heart River), in order, accoTding to the directions of the 
lord of life, to make medicine pipes. He himself made tliem 
of ash, lined with stone. The man, on the contrarj-, made 
his pipes of box-aJder, a soft wood. They placed these pipes 
together, and the lord of life said, " This shall be the heart, 
the centre of the world; and this river shall be the Heart 
River" Each of them had now his pipe in his hand, and 
when they niet any creature, the lord of life laid the pipe 
down before it; on doing this to a buffalo, it said, " This is 
not enough; there must be something to smoke in the pipe." 
And the lord of life said, ^' Then do you gel something (o 
smoke." On which the buffalo cleared a spot on the ground 
with his fore foot, and said, '* When the rutting time of the 
buffaloes approaches, come here and you will find some- 
thing lo smoke " Tlie lord of life accordingly sent al (he 
time appointed to fetch tobacco, but it was not yet dry and 
prepaid ; he therefore ordered the buffalo to be called, which 
at once spread out the leaves and dried (hem; and the lord 
of life smoked, and found the tobacco very good- The bull 
then taught him to pull off and smoke the flowers and the 
buds, for these arc the best parts of the plant. 

The lord of life and the first man were now resolved to 
create the human race. They began their operations near 
ihe bank of the Missouri; and, in order to promote the in- 
erease of the species, they placed the part necessary for that 
purpose in the forehead; but the frog came up out of the water, 
and said, " How foolish you are I " and altered the situation of 
the part. " What business have you to speak?*' said the 
lord of life, and struck the frog uf>on the hack with his stick, 
and since that time the frog has had a humped back. God 
had made man, and told bim be should increase and multiply, 
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but not live longer than a hundnxl yeare; since, otherwise, 
(here would not be room enough for all. The first man now 
said to his father, *' When buffaloes are hunted, the skins 
o( the animals killed must be immediately taken off to ^'car 
iLH robes, the stomach must be emptied, and pemmiran 
made of the flesh." The lord of life, however, answered, 
'*This would not be ad%"isablc. Men wouJd then quarrel 
and destroy each other. Let them rather take the animals 
borne, and tan the hidc*^ then they will have robes for their 
own use, and for saie." And U appeared that the lord of 
li/c was always right* 

The fir^t man was once on the thanks of the Missouri, 
when a dead buffalo cow, in the side of which the wolves had 
eaten a hole, floated down the stream. A woman was on the 
bank, who called to her daughter, " Make haste, pull oS 
your dolhcs, and brirg the cow on shore/' The first man 
heard this, and brought the cow to the spot. The girl cat 
some of the flesh, which the fir^t man gave her, and became 
pregnant. She was ashamed, and said to her mother, that 
" she could not tell how she came into this stale, as she had 
had no intercourse with any man/* and her mother was [364) 
ashamed with her. The daughter was afterwards delivered 
of a son, who grew with cxtraordinaty rapidit)-, and soon 
became a robusl ycimg man.'" He was immediately the 
fim chief of his people — a great leader among men. The 
first thing he did was to build a boat, which understood what- 
ever he said to it. He filled it with men, ordered it to cross 
the river and come back, and in this manner he sent it over 
several times. The new chief was of the nation of the Nu- 
nmkshi (the Mandans), A saying was then current among 
these people^ that on the other side of the great water» or 
the sea, there lived while men, who possessed wampum 

*** C«Uin gives a vuiAiil t>l tkb Icipiid, in Strih Amtnton Indiana, i, pp. 179. 
iBo,— Ed. 
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shells. Bodies of fifteen or twenty men were frequently 
sent thither^ but they were all killed. Hereupon the chief 
said, " I will send my boa('thit}ier. with eight men; tlit* b 
the right number." And the boat went, arrived at the riphl 
place, and brought to the while men the red mouse hair 
(beaver hair), which they highly valued. 'Hiey were well 
received, feasted in the dwellings, and materials (or smoking 
were given them. Each received buffalo skins filled with 
wampum shells, and the boat returned quickly. The boat 
then went, for the second time, with eleven men, and the 
lord of life accompanied it. He had dressed himself in 
mean apparel, and took with him a large bellow cane. On 
their arrival they went into a village, but the first man rc- 
m<Lined sitting near the boat, and dug a deep hole, over 
which he seated himself. The inhabitants of the village 
agreed to kill the strangers by overfeeding them, and, vdth 
this view, gave them abundance^of food. The first man, 
to whom the overplus of thi" provisions was brought, let ihrm 
drop through his cane into the hole, and the white men were 
astonished at the quantity of provisions consumed. They 
flien agreed to kill them by smoke; but the first man made 
the smoke pass through his cane, and tlieir plan was a^^am 
defeated. They now thought of killing them by means of 
women, all of whom they left at their disposal."" As they 
could not kill the strangers either by eating, smoking, or 
women, they gave them as many wampum shells as they 
could take in their boat, and sent them away. When the 
children learnt that the boat understood what was said to 
it, they ordered it to go down the river lo the white people; 
it obeyed, and was never afterwards seen. 
The first man now said to the Numangkake that he should 



'^* NinniiTilE-Maclunji auirm. panli nfllunhi loco r^iidA vncuna uiua rrut- iii- 
CpoIs [od, valde ■lu{>cfju:li frmUaEc* ct ftMidum primi homiiuji vira uJmJrBruat- 
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li-ave them, and never R'turn; thai he was going to the west; 
but that, m case of need/ they might apply to him, and he 
would assbt them< They were living in a small village, on 
Heart River, when (heir enemies surrounded them, and 
threatened to destroy them. In this great dislre&s they re- 
solved to apply to their protector; but how were they to get 
to the iirst man ? One man proposed to send a bird to him; 
but birds could not fly so far. Another thought that 
the eyesight must be able to reach him; but the prairie hills 
were in the way> At last, a third said that thought would 
undoubtedly be the best means of reachbg the first man* 
Hf wrapped himself in his robe and fell to the ground. 
Soon aiterwards he said, '* I think \ — I have thought ! — I 
relum!" He threw ofi his [365] robe, and was in a profuse 
perspiration all oven '* The first man will quickly come," 
he exclaimed; and he was soon there, fell furiously on the 
enemy, drove them away, and immediately vanished. Since 
that time he has not been again seen. 

The lord of life once told the first man, that if the Nu- 
man^tkake Khould go over the river they would be devoured 
by the wolves; on which they both crossed the river^ and 
killed all the old wolves. They ordered the young wolves 
not to devour men in future, but to confine themselves to 
buffaloes^ deer, and other wild animals. They threw the old 
wolves into the north ocean, where they became putrid, and 
their hair swam on the surface of the water^ from which the 
white men originated. The lord of life also told the Numang- 
kake, that when they had boiled their maize they should 
keep up only a small fire for the rest of the day; and this 
they still do. When the fire would not bum^ they were to 
take the larger brands from below, and lay them on the top. 
When the lord of life was a little below Heart River, in the 
spring, when the first wild geese flew past, he told them to 
wait, because he would fly with them, and assumed the form 
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oi a goose. The Indians are accustomed to shout and halloo 
when they see the flocks of gccsc, by which they arc fright- 
ened, and thrown into confusion. So it happened on this 
occasion to the lord of life, and he fell to the ground. He 
w'as carried into the hut of the chief, who sent for the young- 
est woman lo pluck the goose, but it hit her, and she gave it 
to the oldest, who was likewise bitlen; so that the lord of 
life escaped. He then flew to the Manilaries, A young 
womiui, who refused to marry, was here whipped aud beaten 
by him. She went to the lower ^Tllage^ and complained thai 
God had punished her. because she would not many, A 
young man^ who wished to have her tor his wife, took the 
dress of the lord of life, as she was resolved to marry none 
but him. She now desired to know whether her lover was 
really what he pretended to be, and with this view placed 
some pointed stakes in the ground, on which he must 
wound himself in the night, if he were not of a superior 
nature. He came* and woundtxl himself, on which she fell 
on him, took away all his clothes and hid them, so that he 
looked for a long time both for them and his weapons. When 
day came, two long lines, HkL* fishing lines, were hanging 
down from the sun to the earth, and near lo the place where 
the girl was, A voice called to her, from above, lo climb 
up by the lines; that the clothes were no longer in the place 
where she had hidden them; it was. therefore, the lord of 
life who had appeared to her under the form of ihe young 
man. The girl took hold of the lines, and the sun seemed 
lo come down- ScveraJ of her relations, and other men, pulled 
the lines, but could not draw the sun down, while the lord 
of life lay quietly in it. A very strong man, who was able 
to pull up the largest trees by (he roots, and cast them from 
him, was not aUe to do anjrthing on this occasion; the line 
turned round his shoulders. ** I can puU up the largest 
trees/' said he, "and my strength is greater than that of 
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all oihcr men iinilcd> and yet I cannot break this small 
line/' To which the lord of life answered, ** If you reach 
and kill me, the human race will be destroyed from the face 
of the earth/' 

{366] At the lime that the first man had incensed the Whites 
by hU voracity, Ihc latter made the water rise so high that 
all the land was oveiHowed. On this, the first man adWsed 
the ancestors of the Numangkakc to build a wooden tower, 
or fort, upon an eminence, as&uring tfacm that the water 
would not rise higher than that point. They followed his 
advice, and built the ark., on the lower side of Heart Rj^Tr, 
on a large scale, and a part of the nation was preserved in 
this building, while the remainder perished in the wa^xs. 
In remembrance of the kind care of the Grst man, they 
placed in each of their villages a miniature modd of this 
ark, one of which still exists in ihe village of Mih-Tutla- 
Hang-Kush. The waters afterwards subsided, and they still 
celebrate the fe&tiva] of Okippe in honour of this ark, of 
which we shall have to speak in the sequel"* 

Before the first great deluge^ the Numangkakc iived below 
ground, but a Imnd of tliem (the same of which we have 
been speaking) look up their abode above ground at an earlier 
period. They believe that there arc four stories below ground 
and as many above, and they now inhabit the fourth from 
below. The band which first came above ground is called 
by them Histoppa (those with the tattooed countenance), 
and these, for the most part, perished in the great deluge. 
Those who lived xmder ground one day perceived a light 
over Iheir heads* which made them desire to ascertain what 
was above. They accordingly sent up a mouse, which looked 
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BririoriH Myiki of the Nfm World (PhUadflphia, 3d fd.. i^6J, pp. 3J4-J49, f""*^ 
ovn thirty-tofU Uib« lunuDg whom diMinct tracei cf deluge mjttiA were prev- 
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about, returned, and re]x)rled that the land above was sim- 
flar to that vrhich they inhabited. They then sent up a ccr- 
tair animal, called by them, Nahsi, about the size of a pole- 
cat, and distinguishable by black stripes on its lace and legs. 
Perhaps this was the racoon, which is not now to be found 
in this part of the country. This anirml, when he came 
back, said that it was much more pleasant above than be- 
low. They, therefore, ordered the badger to dig a larger 
opening, as the present issue was too small. After the badger 
had performed his task, the black-tailed deer was ordered 
to go up and enlarge the opening by means of his homs. 
He ran about the whole day, ate service berries, and returned 
in the evening. His tail was at that lime white, but as this 
deer returned at sunset, and the sun went down at the very 
moment when his tail only was above ground^ that was ever 
afterwards black. 

The Numangkake now resolved to go up. The great 
chief, with his medicine and his schischiku^ in his hand, went 
first. They climbed up, one after another, by the aid of a 
branch of a vine; and when exacUy half their number had 
ascended, and a corpulent woman was half-way up the vine, 
it broke, and the reinainder o( the nation fdl to the ground.'" 
This happened in the neighbourhood of the sea-shore. Those 
who had reached the surface went on till they came to the 
Missouri, which they reached at White Earth River. l*hcy 
then proceeded up the Missouri to Moreau's River."* At 
that time they knew nothing of enemies. Once, when a 
Mandan woman was scraping a hide, a Chayenne Indian 
came and killed her- The Mandans followed the traces of 
this new enemy till they came to a certain river, where they 

^*" See vQjiaiiU of tills (radJtion lu Ofi£iruJ Juuntiili uj th4 Lm-u and Chrk 
Kiprtiiitim, V, pp, 346, 347; Calho^Nfirlk AmtricAn india%Sf i, pp. 17S, 179 — Ed. 

"* ThEa is not Whiit Eonh Rivw of North Dafcotij bui thf one in Sodih D»koti 
now usually known bs White Piver: Kt our voliune nil) p, 309, nolo 459^ For 
Mcreau RJvcr tonauli Bndbuiy's Traveh, la uur toIimw v. p- i»j, note 8j- — Ed. 
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all turned (367] back with Ihc exception of two, the husband 
and ihe brother of the woman who was killed. These two 
men went on till they discovered the enemy, killed one of 
them, and took his scalp with thcm> Before they got back to 
their viUage they found some white day which Ihey had 
never seen before, and took a portion of it with ihem. When 
they came to their great chief, the first who had climbed up 
the vine, aod whose akull and schischiku^ they still pre^icrvc, 
as a R*lic» in the medicine bag of the nation, they gave him 
the white day, with which he marked some lines on his schi- 
sch]ku6. The nainc of this chief was, at first, MihtiPilika 
(the smoke of the village), but when he ascended to the sur- 
face of the earth he called himself the Mihti-Shi (the robe 
with the beautiftil hair). When he had received the clay 
and the scalp, he commanded oD his people to shoot buffaloes, 
but only bulls, and to rnake shields of the thickest part of 
the hide, which they did. When this was done^ they asked 
the chief what were his next commands? To which he re- 
plicdj '' Paint a drooping sunflower on this shield" (as a 
sort of medicine, or amulet), on which the sister of the chief 
said/' You arc fools 1 paint a bean on it; for what is smoother 
than a bean to ward off the arrows?'* 

The cliief now introduced the establishment of the hands 
or unions, and founded first that of " the foolish dogs_" He 
made four caps of crow's feathers, and commissioned the 
Mandans to make a number of similar ones. He then gave 
Ihem the war pipe and song, and exhorted them to Ix.* al- 
ways valiant and cheerful^ and never to retreat before the 
point of the arrow. He also gave them the strips of red 
cloth which hang down behind, and added that, if they would 
follow his directions, they would always be esteemed as brave 
and worthy men. The chief then made two of the bent 
sticks covered with otter skins, and gave them the kana-kara- 
kachka, and then two others adorned with raven's feathere, 
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which he also presented to them. The hrst represent the 
sunflower, and the latler the maize. '^ These badges,^* said 
he, " you are to cany before you when you go against the 
enemy; plant them in the ground, and fight to the last man, 
that is to say, never abandon them." He ncxl founded the 
band of *^ the little foolish dt^," and assembled many young 
men. whom he ordered to paint their faces of a black colour, 
and gave them a song of their own, mth the war whoop at 
the end, and said he would call them " the blackbirds," He 
afterwards went to war with his people against the Chay- 
ennes. They reached the enemy and laid all their robes in 
a heap together. The chief wore a cap of lynx skin, and 
had his medicine pipe on his arm. He did not join in the 
action, but sat apart on the ground during the whole time 
that it lasted. They fought almost the whole day, drove 
the enemy into their village, and were then repulsed, which 
happened three or four times, and one of the Numangkatce 
was killed. When the chief was informed of ihis^ he ordered 
them to go to the river and bring him a young poplar with 
large leaves, which he planted in the gnjund near to the ene- 
my, and challenged the Chayennes to attack him; but they 
answered, they would wait for his attack. As [36S] he would 
[not] commence the combat, the enemy shot at him, but their 
arrows only grazed his arm and robe. He then held up the 
poplar, which suddenly shot up to a colossal size, was thrown, 
by a wolcnl storm which arose, among the enemies, crushed 
many of them, and obliged the Chayennes to retreat acrosii 
the Missouri. 

The Numangkake now went up the Missouri to beyond 
the Heart River, where a Mandan village had long stood. 
An old man of their tribe wa-s fishing at this place, when 
four men appeared on the opposite bank. On his inquiring 
who they were, they told him their names, and put the same 
question to him, which he answered; and, having an car 
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of maize wilh him, he fastened it to an arrow, and shot 
it over to the strangers. Finfiirig ihe maize very agree- 
able to the ta.Hte, they called to him and ftaid that, witlvn 
four night"), a great many men would comc» for whom he 
would dn well to prepare plenty of food, Tiiey then re- 
turned to their camp^ and gave their countrymen an account 
of the maizCp They had likewise tasted the pomme blanche, 
and scvend other vegetables, but considered the maize as 
the best of all. The camp was accordfngly broken up^ 
and they proceeded slowly onwards. The Numangkake ex' 
peeled the strangers for four nights; they cooked and made 
everything ready for their rectplion. but. as their visitors 
did not make their appearance at the end of the fourth nighl, 
they ate the provisions themselves, A year passed by, and 
the strangers did not come; the second and the third year 
likewfee; at length, in the spring of the fourth year, all the 
surrounding hais were covered with red men. Thus, in- 
stead of four days, four years had elapsed. The new comers 
crossed the river, and built a \'illage near the Numangkake, 
and the name of Manitaries was given, t,f,, those who came 
over the waters.*" 

The principal chief of each nation met, and had a con- 
ference together. The Manilari chief asked the other whence 
they procured so mjch red maize? To wliich he replied, 
'* When we fought with our enemies, and they killed our 
wives and children in the maize fields^ the maize grew up, 
and was for thn most part red." To which the Manitari 
chief replied, "that he would assist them with his people 
against their enemies/' Already on the following day 
many Chaycnncs came and killed a number of women 
in the plantations, the united nations attacked them, killed 

" Tb< Uidtarv* bod a oMtMci-mxtb niniW to tlut of th« M«iidikn, bf vbU 
chcy were fvpfCMAtcd UcUmbllSg from a Ukc when 4 Im UoU, (be rcmAiEidtf ol 
ihc Eribe bring left bvlo*^ — Kd. 
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many during the whole day, and dro^'c them back (o a small 
river which falls into the Missouri- The Iwo allied nations 
now remained united, but, being so numerous that the coun* 
lT7 did not afford them sufficient subsistcnoc, the Mandans 
said Xu (he Manilaries, '* Remove higher ujj (he Missouri: 
(his whole country belongs to us. There are the rivers Little 
Missouri, Yellow Stone, and Knife River, od the banks of 
which you can settle, but do not go beyond the la(ter river, 
for it is only in this case that we &halt remain good friends. 
If you go too far we shaU have disputes, make peace and 
again disagree; but if you remain on this side there will be 
constant friendship between us/' The Manitaries removed 
as proposed, but built [369] one of their villages on the other 
side ot Knife River, which frequently occasioned dissension 
between them, and it is only within these fourteen ycara that 
permanent peace and concord have existed between the two 
people- 

At the time when our narrator was a young man, the 
Arikkaras were near and dangerous eneraies (o the Mandans. 
They often fought with (hem as well as with the Sioux. 
When one of the two allied nations fought alone, it was 
aJmost always defeated, but when they were combined 
ihey generally Iriumphed. The preceding long narrative 
throws^ as I have said, much light on the actual condi- 
tion of this people, and of their prevalent superstitious 
customs. 

At the time of their firat alliance with the Manitarics^ the 
Mandans are said to have inhabited eight or nine villages 
on the two banks of the Missouri, on the Heart River, and 
higher upwards. Subsequently a great number of the Man- 
dans were carried off by the small-pox, and (heir enemies, 
the Sioux, entirely destroyed their largest village, and mas- 
sacred the inhabitants. The remaining population then 
collected in the two villages that still exist — Mih-Tutta- 
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Hang-Ku&h'aDd Ruhptarc.''* Previously (o the devastations 
of the fixnall-pox, the Sioux were not very dangerouii enemies 
to the Mandans, because the^- Iiv<ed at too f^reat a dlstaace 
from them, but the Chayctmcs and the Arikkaras ^nrrc their 
natural adiTr^arics. I shall uctk prcretd to treat of the re- 
ligious and suprrstiUous practices wbkh still prr\'a3 amoog 
tbem- 

Tbcse Indians are (tiQ of prejudice and supentitkm. and 
COOPCC t all the natural phenomena with the before- mentioned 
fflly creations of their own inuginalions. They undertake 
nothing without first invoking their guardian spirit, or medi- 
cine, who mostly appears to them in a dream. When they 
wish to choofie their medicine or guardian spirit, they fast 
\cx three or four days, and even longer, retire Eo a solitary 
spot, do penance, and even sacrifice joints of their fingers; 
howl and cry to the lord of life, or to the first man, beseeching 
faun to point out their guardian ^Hril. Thry continue in 
this exdted state till ihej- dream, and the first animal or other 
object which appears to them is chosen for their guardian 
spirit or medicine. Every man has his guardian spirit.'** 
There b, in the prairie, a large hill where they remain motkii- 
less many days, lamenting and fasting; not far from this faSI 
is a cavcj into which they creep at night. The choice and 
adoration of their inedicine are said lo ha^-e been taught tliem 
hf the strange man or spirit who appeared in their villages 
Dtttty years ago. and has not since been seen, and of whom 
menticHi has already been made by the name of Ochkih- 
Hadda. He is said also to have taught them the art of tat- 
tooing, and to have instituted their medicine feasts. In all 
natural phenomena, which arc not of daily occurrence, they 



" See Fkue ^ ta the *«cB(Dp«aiiii^ -■*--, ^/m wiive cr*, kf ■ *inr of lib- 
"■Thii^iliflinihrlfrtam iJ<tii— niiJiii liinifiin itJiH >a< ■iilmnail 
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see wonders, and indications of favourable or unfavourable 
events. If the falling stars are numerous, or in a certain 
direction, it ts to them an indication of war, or of a great 
mortality in Ihe human race, Tley were not willing to have 
their portraits painted, because they alleged that they should 
soon die if their portraits came into other hands; [:^7o] al 
least they endeavoured to obtain the portrait of the painter 
as an antidote. One of their chiefs never smoked out of a 
stone pipe, but always used a wooden one. Msto-Top^ 
never partook of other i>eoplc's tobacco, but always smoked 
by him«:i[, with the doors shut. They do not willingly show 
their medicines or amulets, which are usually kept wrapped 
up in a bundle or bag, and never opened except on important 
occasions. They have particular medicine pipes, or, as the 
English call them, medicine stems, which are uncovered and 
used for smoking only on solemn occa^ons. Many make 
such pipes according to their own taste; such^ for instance, was 
the pipe of Dipauch.'"* The bowl was nearly in the form of 
a Turkish pipe, and was made of brownish-red clay; the 
tube, which was rather short and thick, represented the lord 
of life in human form, but which it required some stretch of 
the imagination to discover. The nation preserves a cele- 
brated pipe of this kind as a sacred relic, which no stranger 
is permitted to see. It has been in their possession since 
remote ages, and they offered to show it to me for the value 
of Eoo dollars.'" The Indians cannot obtain such pipes but 
at a considerable expense : many of the necessary ornaments 
arc not to be procured among them, such as the upper bill 
and the red crown of a species of woodpecker {Pkus pUaUns, 
Linn.)p a bird which is not found so high up the Missouri. 
For the head of one of these woodpeckers, which was brought 

^ See Plalo 541 fijpirt 3, lb tbe AcoranpanyJiiR ailai, uui Tolume axi. — Ed. 
^ For Mcrcd ;rip<a uoong ibv OmahA, ace Doncji ''OouIia Sociology," pp- 
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from St. Louis, they gave a large handsome buflalo robe, 
worth SIX or eight dotlax^. If a man possesses such a pipe, 
he sometimes conceives the idea of adopting a medicbe son- 
The young man whom he is to choose appears to him in a 
dream; it is, however, requisite that he shoultj lie of <i good 
family, or have performed some exploit. He acquaints him 
with his intention, and, after having provided t^'o similar 
medicine pipes, he asks his newly-adopted son, whether he 
is ready to undergo the ceremony of the pipes? The latter 
frequently answers in the aflftrmative, and the time for the 
ceremony is fixed : but, if he has not yet made up his mind, 
it is deferred. The adoptive father then chooses two young 
men, who practise the medicine dance together, with the two 
pipes in their hands. The father often dances, in the mom- 
ing> on the roof of his hut, and instructs these two young 
men. When the time arrives, and the adopted son is ready 
for the ceremony, the father, with all his relations, and the 
two young dancers, repairs to the hut of his newly-chosen 
son, and brings him a present of maize, doth, blankets, kettles, 
and other valuable articles. The father takes his son by the 
band and makes him sit down, after which the company 
dance round him, with the two pipes; they sing, accompanied 
by the drum and schischiku^, the two young dancers keeping 
time to the music with their pipes. When the ceremony is 
over, and the presents laid in one or two heaps, the relations 
of the medicine son bring horses, doth, blankets, and other 
things of value, which the two parlies reciprocally divide 
between them. The father then again takes his son by the 
hand, makes him rise from his scat, and dresses him in new 
dothefi from head to foot, and likewise paints his face accord- 
ing to his fancy. The dress and jji|)e are henceforth his 
property, and he is considered as a real son, who must support 
and defend hisfathcr^ [371] This custom exists among most 
of the nations on the Missouri, and even among the E^qui- 
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maux there is a somewhat similar usage,'" If the adopted 
son and father have not happened to meet for a long timej 
they make presents to each other; the father gives the son a 
Dew dress, and the latter presents him with a good hor^. 
Among all the Indian nations of North America, there is a 
particular class of men, who are specially engaged in all 
the abovc-mcntionod ceremonies and medicines. They arc. 
also, the physicians, and axe called, among the Mandami, 
Numak-Choppenih, which signifies medicine roan.**' 

The skin of a white buffalo cow is an important article, 
and an eminent medicine in the opinion of the Mandans and 
Manitaries. He who has never possessed one of them is not 
respected. Suppose two men to be disputing about their 
exploits, the one an old veteran warrior, who has slain many 
enemies, the other, a young lad without experience : the latter 
reproaches the other with never having possessed a white 
buffalo cow hide^ on which the old man droops his head, and 
covers his face for shame. He who possesses such a hide 
generally oflers it to the lord of life, to whom he dedicates il, 
or, which is equivalent, to the sun, or to the first man. He 
collects, perhaps, in_the course of a whole twelvemonth, vari- 
ous articles of value, and then hangs them up all together 
on a high pole in the open prairie, generally in the neighbour- 
hood of ihe buryirg-placcj or in the village before his hut- 
Distinguished men and chiefs of eminence are for the roost 
part pooTj because, in order to gain reputation and influence, 
they give away ei'erything of value which they possess. A 
large number of relatives is one of the chief means of ac- 
quiring riches, for a young man who wishes to distinguish 

"' The ccmoaoy of adoption wu frrqutnt unong Nonh AmcicAn Indiwu> 
It feu ol flaat HTvin in p™*cr*iQg U« live* tA whire eiptivea. »fld io promoting 
tptercoune between wbilnt ^nd liiiJaann. Tnt (jrpii^Bl iatt^acc^ ojntult LcmA R. 
MorBao, tjague oj thf Ingviti^ (Rocbrsfrr, (851), pp, 341-34^; J- Li>Dg"( Yayofu. 
in OUT volume ii< pp. i>-46] iUi6 Alftry-fhcmfJon /ovriuii.it pp 38S-J90- — £9. 

** Consult OD tbjB Bubjectt fiiinlon, Mylhj tij Uf Ntv Worlds pp. Sai~^A^^^ ^' 
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himself, and to be liberal, docs honour to the whole family, 
who h^ht him to the utmost of their power. When one of 
his rctaCions has anything of value, the young man goes to 
the owner to demand it, and not unfrcqucntly takes it away 
without ccrcinony. Sometimes he han|;^ his head in silence, 
and then something of value is given him, a handsome dress, 
a horse. &Cv If he wishes to gain reputation and a claim 
to distinction, it is necessary that he should make presents. 
All the people in the village notice very acciuately what 
presents are made, and the donor has a right to display all 
such presents painted on his robes, and in this manner to 
hand down his reputation Co posterity, as has been already 
related. This and military glory are, in the eyes of these 
men, the greatest virtues. They dam not draw a stroke loo 
much on their robes for the horses, guns, &c., which they have 
given away, for the young men keep a most strict account 
against each other, and universal ridicule would be the imme- 
diate consequence of violating this rtile. Among the dis- 
tinctions of any man, the white buffalo hide is the greatest. 
He who has not been so fortunate as to kill a white buffalo 
himself, which is generally the case, as these animals are 
very rare, purchases a hide, often at a great distance from 
home, and other nations bring them hither, being well aware 
of the great value attached to them by the Mandans."* The 
hide must Ijc that of a young cow, not above two )Tars old, 
and be taken off complete and tanned, with the boms, [372) 
nose, hoofs, and tail. The value of ten to fifteen horses is 
given for it, A certain Mandan gave ten horses, a gun, some 
kettles, and other articles, for such a hide. The white hide of 
a bull or o( an old cow is by no means so valuable. The white 
hide of a young cow suffices for all the daughters of a famUy. 



*** Stc Cittin'i dfflcriptfcT] cJ the pirchue of a wWl« tnifl&io tobe trofu Ibe 
BUekkct — * in*tlcr at puUif. concern lo Ibc entire Iribc — jtnd ita (lALii.4(um lo 
the Orc« Spirit, In Nflh Amerkun Indioiu. X ^p- iH* i J4- — El>> 
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They do not wear it as a robe, like the Manitarics, or, at the 
utmost, the wife, or one of the daughters of the family, wears 
it once at some great festival, but never a second time. The 
Mandans have particular ceremonies at the dedication of 
the hide. As soon as they have obtained it they engage an 
eminent medicine man, who must throw it over him; he then 
walks round the village in the apparent direction of the sun*s 
course^ and &ings a medicine song. Wlien the owner, after 
collecting articles of value for three or four years, desires to 
offer his treasure to the lord of life, or to the first man, he 
rolls it up, after adding some wormwood or a head of maize, 
and the skin then remains suspended on a hi^ pole till it 
rots away. At the time of my visit there was such an offer- 
ing at Mih-Tulta-Hang'Kush, near the stages for the dead 
without the village. Sometimes, when the ceremony of dedi- 
cation is finished, the hide is cut into small strips, and the 
members of the family wear parte of it tied over the head, 
or across the forehead, when they are in full dress. If a 
Mandan kills a young white buffalo cow, it is accoimtcd to 
htm as more than an exploit, or having killed an enemy. 
He does not cut up the animal himself, luil employs another 
man, to whom he gives a horse for his trouble. He alone 
who has killed such an animal is allowed to wear a narrow 
atrip of the skin in his cars. The whole robe is not onia- 
menlwJ, being esteemed superior to any other dress, however 
fine. The traders have, sometimes, sold such hides to the 
Indians, who gave them as many as sixty other robes in 
exchange. Buffalo skins with white spots are likewise highly 
valued by the Mandans; but there is a race of these animals 
with very soft silky hair, which has a beautiful gold lustre 
when in the sunshine; these arc, likewise, highly prized^ and 
sold for ten or fifteen doUais, and, sometimes, for the value 
of a horse. Besides the white buffalo skins which are offered 
in sacrifice and hung on poles, there are, in the vicinity of 
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the vilUges of the Mandarin and Manitanes, other strange 
figures on high poles,"* These figures are composed of skin, 
grass, and twigs, which, it seems, represent the sun and 
moon, perhaps, also, the lord of life, and the Erst man, 
Thp Indians resort to ihem when they wLsh to petition for 
anything, and sometimes howl and lament for days and 
weeks together. 

The Mandans have ficvcra] mcdidnc festivals, of which 
the Okippc, or the pcnitrntial crrrmony of the ark, is by far 
the most rcnmrkable. It is celebrated in the spring or sum- 
mer, and I regret to soy that I cannot describe it as an eye- 
witness. I am, however, enabled to give a circumstantial 
descripiion of i(, word for won.!, as it was communicated 
to me by men initiated in the mysteries of the nation,"* 

[375J Numank'Machana^ the first man, ordered the Nu- 
mangkakc to celebrate this medicine feast every year,*" 
When the village has fixed the time for this festivity, they 



trt.— Zxf. 

"^ t'be AuUuir rden to ft letter 00 (Ut *ubje<t. itrrilleii hy Mr. C*t[ia, uid pub- 
luhcd in n Nci* Yiirk pn^>cr» but ihu U by iii> m»iia bo (umpktr u tliAt Kiven io 
hi* vilurtblr work puhliehprf lut yp*r,— H, Evans Li4)vik, 

CammHii by Ed. CftUin'i Irtter, dited at ibe Mbndjin villi^, Aug:uit it^ t$^i , 
wai pubLAhcLl in ihe iVtfiv V^k Sp9iiator^ xad a Gunun tnoilAEion JxicarpofilnJ 
in tlir Arat edtlion of MjiTlmiL&Mn't «mrk publfiihpd at Coblenti in 1841 (ti, pp. 6^ 
M7), Upi>ntbeU<u«<if CAtliv'BJVc*ff'i#4wHricdft Tndion*. (ifi^O* th« fuller aiN:ounl 
«f Okippc ihoeSn gtmi taiued MaalnaiUan's EnglUh UaEBliOcir Xo omit ftnm bis 
wark Ciilin*K Uni ducription CAtlln'i veracity in tliU dnrTipiian w^ Snipugned 
both by SfhoolctUt iLitd David D, Mitchrll and tlicir cnliciuD «ii£ eit]bc<li^ m 
An AuthLJtuetl (tuvirnmrnt publinlioD, Catlin itcn-jp^iia ( lG66) a^pcdlcd bclh to 
Rlppand NfAJdmlUan, who boiri unriPillitinfE^y cndarvd hii fl«v>L]n1 as corrrfl. 
£cc«^d?nr« fn Smithfloalan Insrltuiion Jleporl. iKS^« put ii, ppL 30^383^ CatliD 
tbtu pubJiSpUd O-trr-pd (Luikkiii, 1847)1 with colond illustntloua of tbc corv- 
norqr- 

*'*T1ic cmmooy of Oklppe was tor iiiu]! jmn cvltbntMl tnniudly: bai u 
thv nunibfrs of [he tribe d^oicucd i: occurred ]«a Ircquently, and hu ocv Mlh 
the pTOy ew of lokaaioFiAty work become cxtincl- Hcc, liuwcvcr, JrmtiptLQD ctf thr 
odebntlafi b Heor^ A. Boiler. Amnt Ihe ImUani, fUihi Vmtj iti iW ^or H'fii 
0'hiUdelphi». tSbS). pp. too-iii. — En. 
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choose a man of distinction, in whom confidence can be 
placed, who must put himself at the head, and direct the 
sole mni lies. In the year 1834 Mato-Top^ was chosen. He 
is cailed Kani-Sachka. This man then causes the medicine 
lodge to be prepared and cleaned before the appointed lime, 
and wood and other neceasariea to be provided. 

First day ok the Okippe. — At sunset the Kani-Sachka 
goes into the lodge, and begins the fast, which continues four 
days. With him are six men, who arc to strike what is called 
the tortoise, a vessel or sack made of parchment, and filled 
with water.*" Three of the men must strike in the direction 
of the river downwards, and three in the direction upwards- 
They strike the tortoise during the whole night. Before 
sunrise a man representing the Numank-Machana, or the 
first man, arrives. He dresses himself b the medicine lodge 
in the following manner: round his body he fastens a wolf's 
akin, on his head, ravcn^s feathers, in iiis arms he carries 
the medicine pipe^ and in his robe a portion of pemmican. 
His face b painted red, and on the small of the back he binds 
a piece of wood, to which the tail of a buffalo cow is fastened. 
Dressed in this manner, he goes early in the morning of the 
firet day of the festival, and sings on the open space in the 
centre. All kinds of valuable articles, such as guns, robes, 
blankets, &c., are thrown towards him, of which he after- 
wards takes possession,'** while on his part he distributes 



" ArrordiDg to Cadln ihsp dninu »ete cuppued U» he filled with w^ter *n- 
dnwd io diem ut the time of tiu deluge, and thiu vrere objects of mu^b veocrttjoo. 
Fq( aiK qF Lbcin be ^Scird gwxia Lo the uDc^unt of one himdrcd dolLusi bul vtas 
refused, tta?y bdng dwrn^d " nedidoe '^ or mWerf ot^ecU- Cflplun Mayiunlier' 
vho witoeased tkia ccrtroiorLy ta iS6o> tjA tboughl be vu tbc fini ta dracribn it 
(■cr 5crwff Ex, Dva., 4c Cong,. 1 xu^. No. 77. pp. I4i^is0, idsu UatUiai duK 
the drtintt irere tupposed to be filled wiih vater; but he brlj^red Ibe; ««re ttufled 
with hair — Et>. 

** Actvynikag ty CatHn. " the iinX man '* colJecU an fijgtii tool Irorik tach [oj^, 
fiiocc tht " big cuue " «u made tboviritb, and in uMihcr ddu|[v tbcvc in>uld be 
Dteded — Ed. 
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pemmican among the pcopk. He then returns to the medi- 
doe b)dge, but b no4 al that time permitted to speak a word. 
The most eminent men of the nation now come to the lodge, 
a^idrets the 5rsi man as their uncle, and say, " Well, uncle, 
how did jrou (arc in the viliagcs? How did you iind them? 
WcTC)x)U wdl rcarivcd?" To which he replies, " Very well, 
nefdurw. I have not once lowered my pipe to the ground." 
By which he means to say that he has received ample pres- 
ent, and offerings of all kinds have been hung upon his pipe* 
He then says, " I haw «fen a great many buffaloes fi-rding 
In the pmirie and drinldng at the river; they are very abtm- 
dant everywhere-" These were the horses; but he tncaas 
to intimate that, by the medicine of this day. the bulTaloes 
wfl] be attract^ in great numbers- All those who intend 
to submit their bodies to a penance or ceitain tortures, in 
order to render themselves acceptable to the lord of life and 
the first man^ romc to the medicine lodge early in the morn- 
ing- Their number is, of cour^*, uncertain; sometimes 
many present themselves, at other times only a few. They 
are iuncared all over with white clay, with no other covering 
besides their robes, with the hairy side outwards, and drawn 
over their heads, so that the face is covered, and they are 
quite wrapped up in them. In the medicine lodge they lay 
aside their robes> On the first day of the feast they go four 
timr»^, wTapjjed up as befurr described, and dance around 
the ark, which stands in the centre of the open space. The 
Kani'Sachka remains during all this time moaning and lean- 
ing against the ark. All [374] this is done in the forenoon. 
In the afternoon all is silent, and neither dance nor procession 
takes place. 

Skcond day of the Okippe. — On the second day, 
early in the morning, eight men appear, who represent bulTalo 
bulls. They are naked, wearinf; only an apron of blue and 
white striped woollen cloth. Their body is painted black in 
front, with two red perpendicular strijKs like the facings of 
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a military uniform, and with se^'cral white transwrse stripes 
looking like lacc or bands. The fore arm ^md ankles arc 
altcmalcly striped white and red. Jn their hands they carry 
a (an of grwn willow twigs^ and on their back a buffalo robe, 
the head of which, with the long hair on the forehead, hangs 
over the face. To the middle of the robe a single buffalo 
horn is fastened, whfle al the head and loins green willow 
branches arc appended^ The eight buffalo bulls put on 
this fantastic dress in the lodge, and, when this is done. 
march out two abreast in an inclined posture, e^ctcnding their 
robes with outspread hands^ and holding the williiw fan* 
upright. In (his manner they dance up to the ark, where 
they divide, four going to the left and four to the right roand 
the space- They again join opposite the medicine lodge, 
and then return as l>efore to the ark, where they continue to 
dance. When they are opposite to each other they stand 
upright and imitate the roaring of the buffalo. As soon as 
this dance begins, the six torluise strikers bring ihcir instru- 
ment from the centre of the lodge, and place it near the ark 
in an easterly direction, striking it, and singing a certain 
song which is said to be a prayer. The Kani-Sachka stands, 
with his head bowed, leaning on the ark, directly opposite 
the tortoise, and moans without ceasin;;. He is quite naked 
except an apron of buffalo skin. His whole body is bedaubed 
with yellow, and on his forehead he has a wreath of bleached 
buffalo hair or wool hanging over the eyes. The eight buffalo 
bulls form a ring and dance round him, covering him with 
their robes; they dance in like manner to the tortoise, and 
next go to the door of the medicine lodgt^, where they make 
a kind of covered way with their robes, beneath which the 
tortoise is conveyed into the lodge. The whole ceremony 
is repeated eight limes or this day, four times in Ihe mon^ing 
ajid four times in the afternoon,'" 

■■ Thai \i, thi-'Y rinnte Iwice (o eiich of the four qturtert ot the glulic. lour hnn^ 
« kfecrcd numhvr. See pIstQ of the ccstiiJiir Ifl CatlJn, O-k^-fa, om- v, y\. — El>. 
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Third day op the Okippe.— The same masks as yes- 
lerdaj' dance on this day twelve times, and are prohitated 
from cither eating or drinking. A number of other masks 
join them. i. Two men, dressed Uke women, who dance 
in xhh costume, keeping by the side of the eight buffaJo bulls. 
They wear clothes of bighorn leather, women's leggjns (mit- 
asses), the robes having the hair outwards. Their cheeks 
are painted red, their chins tattooed, and their heads adorned 
with ^asB beads, as is the custom among the women, a. Two 
other men represent a couple of swans ; they are naked, carry 
a swan's tail in their hand, are painted all over white, only 
the nose, mouth (representing the b31), and the lower part 
of the legs and feet» black, i. A couple of rattlesnakes; the 
back 13 painted with black transverse stripes, in Imitation 
of those [375] animals, the front of the body yellowish; a 
black line is drawn from each eye down the cheeks, and in 
each hand they carry a bunch of wormwood.**' 4. One 
man represents the evil spirit; he is conducted by two men 
of the village to the river, where he is dressed and painted; 
his entire body is painted black, and, as soon as this is done, 
he is not permitted to speak a word. They put on his head 
a CKY>, with a black cockVcomb; he likewise wears a mask, 
with white wooden rings left for the opening round the eyes- 
They then make for him large teeth of cotton yarrk, paint 
the sun upon his stomach, the crescent upon his back, and 
on each joint of the arms and legs, a white circle; they then 
put on a buffalo's tail, and place a small stick in his hand, 
with a ball, made of skin, at the end, to which a scalp, painted 
red on the under side, is fastened. The hall represents the 
head of an enemy.**' When this monster is completed, they 



••• 5» O^a^fo, i^ie vfU, for Itie mtlMmk* m»fl, — En. 
**^ An eiitcl rfra^plinn of the rrprrKnindnii tir Calliix «P- tU-. pf^lc ix, Ac- 
oiffdiQS to tbr pEiinter. ihii evil ijuni ila« not ftppeir until Ebc lourlk d^j of lb« 
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let him loose, and he runs, like one posdcsscd, about the 
prairie, comes into the village, gets upon the huts, one after 
the other, aiid prys into every comcT, while the inhabitants 
throw out to him all kinds of veduablc articles as presents. 
As soon as he pcrcei\'cs this he turns towards the sun, and 
intimates to it, by signs, how ktU he is trratcd, and that it 
is foolish of it (the sun) to Iceep at so gr^at a distance. He 
goes about and looks on the peopIe^s heads for vennin, and^ 
if he finds any, he pretends to be very happy, and runs about 
with great rapidity. The Indians are very much afraid uf 
the devil, for which reason this part cannot be assigned to 
anybody; but he who wishes to perform Jt must offer him- 
self. My informant added that this medicine fea^t was once 
celebrated on the banks of Heart River, where the Mandans 
then resided^ and the man who tiad undertaken tliis part 
was conducted into the river. When his clothes were taken 
off, in order to paint and dress him^ he appeared very unea^ny, 
and required to be let loose; and when this was done he 
seemed as one possessed by the evil spirit, and ran, with the 
velocity of an arrow, on the hilts and about the plain, IJts 
two attendants were alarmed^ and pursued him to the vtl* 
lage, but the new demon darted past them, leaped over the 
high fence of the village, jumped down into the huts, and 
again made his egress^ and then ran to the river; this now 
convinced them that he was possessed. It cost the inhab- 
itants much trouble to catch and wash him, but he trembled 
like an aspen leaf, wrapped himself in his robe, and con- 
tinued in this condition for the remainder of his life without 
ever speaking a word.'" 

>** Wh«a 1b«ee IfkIUiu fut for IhrH «r four <iny* tr>epther. they dteUD wry 
freqticntlT of the Aryi\t and, in thb our, thty believe ihm they have ao\ long to lir*. 
The QAmtor KkjI once furpii for a long time hI [his festini, lUid auSered hinuvJf 
tobv hungup b^theb&clc. During the niglilhc drrained aE ih« devil, wboappeurd 
lar marc iri|;hlful and taller dun he could ever be nprc^nicd^ Hu phunc of 
febthcra retcbcd Co the doudk and he ran about u quick u lishEning. On levenJ 
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\STu!e Ihc devil bwalkmg aboul, the other ma^iks continue 
danciDj;, and [376] act in conformity with their parts, en- 
deavouring to imitate the natural attitudes of the animals 
Ihcy represent. 5. Two men, representing white-headed 
eagles, an- painted of a dark brown colour; the head, neck, 
(ore arm and hands, and the lower part of the legs, are white; 
they can7 a stick in their hand^. and their business is to 
pursue the antelopes. 6. Are two heavers; they wear the 
robe with the hairy side outward^ have a piece of parch- 
ment, resembling a beaver's tail, fastened to their girdle, and 
arc painted browii«'** 7. Arc two birds of prey; their shoul- 
ders arc blue, the breast yellowish and spotletl; they have 
feathers on their heads, and the feet of birds of prey in their 
hands. 8. Arc two or four bears (mato), wrapped in bears' 
skins, with the head and claws^ which cover their head and 
their whole body; Ihey generally walk in a stooping attitude 
about the dancers, and fp-owl like those animals. 9- Two 
men represent the dried meat, which is cut in small strips. 
They wear a cap of white hare skin; their body is painted 
with zig-zag stripes; round the waist they have a girdle of 
green boughs, and they dance with the others. 10. Forty 
or fifty Indians of different ages perform the part of antelopes; 
they are painted red on the back, the rest of the Ixxly wnd 
limbs are white, the nose and mouth black; they carry small 
sticks, and nm about very swiftly. 11, Two men personate 
the nighti they arc naked, painted quite black, with while 
stars; on their bocks ihey have the setting moon, and on 

olbcF (KfAUQu he drcdmed of thu d^viT, but now he if rc»lve<1 ooi to fut tny mon. 
tltfll be tiiigbt Qol die prcma<urE]>. He JtddcU, Ibftt be lind oTlch looked wJt]ii>ui 
Kpprfhrrviiun, tnJ with pIpaBure, on Ihr m^isk rT|jfp5tniiiig xhc d«Yilt tnif hr nnw 
ft(;aTd«l the tnoltcr in a diBprmt light, for, the more he tbcju^iht of hLm> iho taU«r 
«ail llic muic friglufu] did he Bfipear lo bim, aod* uudn (beae (ircuiaauii<e^ (he 
(f^f had been very near liiin. And, If he hid but oiw laiiched him, he ceriAlnljp 
thoutd hjve beea dud olrmdy' — Maxoiixiak, 

^ See O-hta-^A, pUte viii, for t repreftcntAtian of the multer imittting Uu 
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their breast the rising sun; they are not allowed to sit, during 
the whole dayj till the sun has set: they then sit down and 
must not rise till the next mornings*"* 12. Are one or Iwu 
wolves; they are painted white, wear a wolf's skin, and pur- 
sue the antelopes, which fly before them; if they catch one, 
the bears come and take it from them and devour it. All 
thcfie animals imitate the originals to the l)e5! of their power. 
13. Two prairie wolves; the lops of their heads are painted 
white, their faces yellowish -brown; they wear dry herbs in 
their hair, and carry in their hands a stick, painted with 
peddish-hrown stripes, and run in the prairie before the other 
animals when they leave the village. Almost all these ani- 
nnl3 are said to have different songs, with words, which the 
uninitiatc-d do not understand; they sometimes practise these 
songs for a whole summer, and are frequently obliged to 
pay a high price for instruction. Originally there were only 
ten masks at this festival. The white-headed eagles, the 
beavers, and the prairie wolves^ are a modem addition, and 
no part of the Inie ancient observances of it. When all these 
an imals come together they fight with each other, and perform 
all sorts of antics. Every animal acts according to its natural 
character; the beavers strike with their tails, making a loud 
clapping noise; the buffaloes roll and wallow in the sand; 
the bears strike with their paws, &c. 

During all these masquerade dances, the penitents have 
rrarmined three entire days in the medicine lodge, where they 
have fasted and thirsted, sitting perfectly still and quiet. On 
the afternoon of that day, the persons of the ten masks also 
meet in the medicine lodge, and all together then leave this 
place. The penitents lie down on their bellies, in a circle 
round the ark, at some distance from it; the masks dance 
among them and over them, to the sound of [^77] the schi- 

>" REpK«eaird Id O-^m-pa^ pbtc yU; olao uuMher, loMndcd to lymboJiK the 
davni Qt Ibe nys of the mottJa^,^ Ed, 
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echiku^. Some already begin to su^er the tortures: they 
give a gun, a blanket, or some other artidc of value, to an 
eminent person, to mlltct the tortures on them. During thU 
time the Kani-Sachka has been moaning, and leaning on 
the ark. The tortures of the penitents now begin. In many 
of them strips of skin and flesh arc cut from the breast, or 
the arras ^^^ ^^ ^^ hack, but in such a manner thai they 
remain fast at both ends. A strap is then parsed under thcMn, 
and the suSerers are thrown over the declivity of the bank, 
where they remain suspended in the air; others have a strap 
drawn through the wound, to which tlie head of a bufTalo 
is fastened, and they are obliged to dnj^ this heavy weight 
about; others have themselves suspended by ihc muscles of 
the back; others have joints of their fingers cut off; others^ 
again, are lifted up by the flesh, which is cut across the 
stomach, or have some heavy body suspended to the muscles, 
which have been cut and loosened, and other similar tortures* 
Those who have been tortured on this day return dirrrtly 
to their huts; but those who can bear to fast longer do not 
submit themselves to the torture till the fourth day. 

FotTMH DAY OF THE Okippe.— All those who have en- 
dured fasting for four days are now assembled in the medi- 
cine lodge. Such as feel themselves faint beg that the dan- 
cing may begin early. Accordingly, the masquerade, and the 
dances performed yesterday, begin at daybreak. They dance 
on this day sixteen times — eight times in the morning, and 
eight times in the afternoon. The candidates for the toiturc 
arc out about two o'clock in the afternoon; and when 
they liave suffered to the utmost of tlieir power, a larg^ 
circle is formed; two men, who have no part in the fes- 
tival, take one of the penitents between them, hold him 
by the hand, and the whole circle moves round with the 
greatest rapidity. The Kani-Sachka is likewise treated 
in this manner The famished and tortured penitents, 
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for the most port, soon fall do^n, and many faint away, 
but no regard is paid to this; they art dragged and 
pulled about as long as they can po^bly bear it; they 
are then let loose, and remain stretched on the ground as if 
dead. The eight buffalo bulls now come forward to execute 
their last dance. Meantimt*, Numank-Machsjia (the fir^t 
man) stands on one side of the place, and invites the inhabi- 
tants to assemble. The men come on foot and on horse- 
back, with their bows and arrows: the arrows arc adorned 
with gn*n leaves al the wooden pomls; and^ when the eight 
buffaloes have approached, dancing, the first man, and been 
repulsed by him, they are shot at from all sides, fall, roll on 
the ground, and then lie still as if dead. The first man then 
invites the inhabitants to take the flesh of the buCTaloes. The 
latter, whose robes have already fallen off, rise, and retire 
into the medicine lodge. Then the dancers divide into two 
parties, extend iheir arms and legs, strike themselves on the 
£tomai:h, exclaiming that they feel themselves strong; some, 
that they will kill enemies; others, that they wili slay many 
buffaloes, &c- They then retire, take food, and rest them- 
selves, and the festival is concluded. 

The wounds that have been infected on this occasion are 
now healed* but they remain visible [378] during the whole 
life, like thick swollen weals. "^ This is to be observed in a 
much higher degree among the Manitariea than among the 
Mandans; the former seem to submit to much more severe 
tortures. The buSalo skulls, which these Indians have 
dragged about with much pain, are jiresrrved in their huts, 
where they are everywhere to be seen, to be handed down 
from the father to the children. Many such heads arc looked 
upon by them as medicine; they are kept in the huts, and 

^ CLtlin^B acxeunt of the tortunn U m»re detaibd ih^t. Ilml fif MAiuriiLut, b<ll 
prcBcnia umJlu fnlurs. Upon Inquiiy. tbr former Ipuned tlml bm one yooDf 
man WiU kiKnm to have dtcd from th? cvhAtistian i!on$cqu«nt tharrupon^ CdOhiIc 
a1*0 the Hnfy-Tkffmptom J^mntaht ^ PP' }fi4* J^5- — E^' 
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sometimes the Indians stroke them over the nose, and set food 
before them. In general, the buffalo is a medicine animal, 
and more or less sao^d. 

r Another very remarkable mcdicme festival is that for at- 
tracting the herds of bud&loc3. which is usually celebrated 
In the autumn, or winter. I shall dfsaribc this festival, as 
an eye-witness among the Maniiaries, where it is observed 
precisely in the same manner as among the Mandans. At 
this festival they leave their wives to the older men, and 
individual Indians do the same on certain occasions, 
when they de&ire to ask good wishes for the attainment of 
some object they have in view. A man, in such a case, 
goe^, with his fnpe, and accompanied by his wife, who weais 
no clothes except her buffalo robe, lo another hut. The wife 
canies a dish of boiled maUe, which she sets down before a 
third person, and the man docs the some with his pipe. The 
woman (hen passes the palm of her hand down (he whole 
arm of the person favoured in this manner, takes him by the 
hand, and he must follow her to a retired spot, generally to 
the forest surrounding the huts in the winter time; after 
which she returns and repeats the same process^ often with 
eight or ten men. As soon as the man so favoured has re- 
sumed his scat, the person who asks his good wishes presents 
his pipe to him that he may smoke; whereupon he expresses 
his best wishes for the success of the undertaking or project 
in hand. By way of returning thanks^ his arm is again 
[^Stroked.'- 

A third medicine feast is that described by Say, by the 
name of the com dance of the Manitaries. He is pretty 
correct in his account of it, and it b used as well among 
the Mandans as the Manitaries. It is a consecration of the 
grain to be sown, and is called the com dance feast of 

"^ Compuc Owiginat JommaL »J tht l^it/u oW CTorit E^fcdiiient U |l 945 i sad 
JunF»*a L/mg's EMptdtii^n, in our volurne xt, pfi i«g, ija— ^Ev. 
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the women."* The old woman who never dies sends, in the 
spring, the waler-fowl, swans, geese, and ducks, as symbols 
of the kinds of grain cultivated by the Indians. ']'hc wild 
goose sjgniiies maize; the swan» the gourd; and the duck, 
beans. It is the old woman that causes these plants to grow, 
ajid, therefore, she sends these birds as her signs and rep- 
resentatives. It is veiy seldom that eleven wild gccsc arc 
found together in the spring; but, if it happens, this is a 
sign that the crop of maize will be remarkably fine. The 
Indians keep a large quantity of dried flesh in readiness for 
the time in the spring when the birds arrive, that they may 
immediately celebrate the com feast of the women. They 
hang the meat, before the village, on long stages made of 
polcSj three or four rows, one above another, and this, with 
various articles of value, is considered as an offering lo the 
old woman. The elderly females, as representatives of (he 
old woman who never dies, assemble on a certain day about 
the stages, carrying a stick in their hands, to one [379] end 
of which a head of maize is fastened. Sitting down in a 
circle^ they plant their sticks in the ground before them, and 
then dance round the stages* Some old men beat the drum, 
and rattle the schischiku^. The maize is not wetted or 
sprinkled, as many believe, but, on the contrary, it is sup- 
posed that such a practice would be injurious. While the 
old women are performing these ceremonies, the younger 
ones come and put some dry pulverized meat into their 
mouths, for which each of them receives, in return, a grain 
of the consecrated maize, which she cats. Three or four 
grains are put into their dish, and are afterwards carefully 
mixed with the seed to be sown, in order to make it thrive 
and yield an abundant crop. The dried flesh on the stagus 
is the perquisite of the aged females, as the representatives 
of the old woman who never tlies. During the ceremony, 

"* S« our volume idv, pp. 117. laa — Ed. 
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it is not unusual for some men of the Ijand of dogs to come 
and pull a large piece of flesh from the poles and carry il off. 
As members of this band, and being mcG of distinction, no 
opposition can be offered* 

A similar com feast !s repeated in Xhc autumn, but at that 
season il is held for the purpose of attracting the herds of 
buffaloes, and of obt3uning a targe supply of meat. Each 
woman then has not a stkrk with a head of mai/e, as in the 
former mstance, but a wliole plant of that grain, pulled up 
by the roots. They designate the maize as well as the birds, 
which are the symbols of the fruitsof the earth, by the name 
of the old woman who never dies, and call upon them in the 
autumn^ saying — *' Mother, have pity on us; do not send 
the severe cold loo soon, so that wc may have a sufficient 
supply of meat ; do not permit all the game to go away, so 
that we may have something for the winter-*' 

In autumn, when the birds emigrate to the south, or, aa 
the Indians express il, return to the old woman, they believe 
that they take with [hem the presents — esfjecially the dried 
flesh — that were hung up at the entrance of the villape, for 
the giver and protectress of the crop. They further imagbe 
that the old woman partakes of the flesh. Some poor fe- 
males among these Indi^uis, who are not able to offer flesh 
or any valuable gift, take a piece of parchment, in which 
they wrap the foot of a buffalo, and suspend it to one of the 
fjoles as their offering. The birdsonlhcirreturn,go to the 
old woman, each bringing something from the Indians; but, 
towards the end, one approaches, and says — " X have very 
little to give you, for I have received only a very mean gilt/' 
To this, the old woman, on receiving the buffalo's foot from 
the poor womeHj or widows, says— '* This is just what I love; 
this poor offering is more dear to me than all the other 
presents, howc^'cr costly/' Upon this she boils a piece of 
the foot with some maize^ and eats it with much satisfaction. 
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The old woman who never dies has very ejrtensive planta- 
tioD5 o[ maize, the keepers of which arc the great stag and 
the white-tailed stag. She has, likewise, many blackbirrl^, 
which help to guard her property. When she intends lo 
feed these keepers, she summons them, and they fall with 
avidity upon the maize fields. As these plantations are very 
large, she requires many [380] labourers, and the mouse, the 
mole, and the before*mentioned stags, perform the work- 
The birds, which fly from the sea-shore in the spring, rep- 
resent the old woman^ who then travels to the north lo visit 
" the old man who never dies," and who always rrsidc-s in 
that quarter. She does not, however, stop there long, but 
gcncrallj' returns in three or four days. In former times, 
the old woman's hut was near the little Missouri, where the 
Indians often wenl to visit her. One day, twelve Manitaries 
came to her, and she set before them a pot of maize, which 
was so small, that it was not suflicicnt to satisfy even one; 
but she invited them lo eat, and, as soon as the pot was 
empty, it was instantly refilled, and all the twelve men had 
CDough< This occurred several times while the old woman 
resided in that spot. 

Serpents, es[)ecially the mttlesnakes, are in a greater or 
less degree " medicine " for these people, who IdU them, and 
cut off the rattles, which they regard as an effectual remedy 
in many diseases."' They chew one of the joints, and n'et 
various parts of the body of the patient with the saliva. They 
likewise believe in the existence ol a colossal medicine ser- 
pent, which lives in a lake three or four days' journey from 
this place, and to which they make offeririgs. The follow- 
ing is their tradition of this monster : — Two younpE men were 
strolling along the bank of the river, and observed a cavern, 
through which curiosity led them to go- On reaching the 



'^ CompJire OrigiiuU Jt>ttnals 0/ ike Lraris imd Cintk ExpeiHion, t pp- *^'^, 
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further end, they were surprised at beholding & picturesque 
country, wholly unknown to them, where numerous henis of 
buffaloes were fj^razing. Suddenly, however, an immense 
giant stood before them, who demanded — " Who are you, 
you Httic people? I am afraid if I were to lay hold of you, 
I should crush you! " He thni lifted them in his bands very 
carefully, and carried them into the village, which was inhab- 
ited by giants like hiinsclf. Accompanied by the two Man- 
duns, they wtnl out to hunt buffaloes. The giants killrd 
the buffaloes by chrowing stones, but the Mandans destro)^ 
many mxh their arrows^ \^ch greatly delighted the giants. 
At that time the giants were at war with the eagles, which 
were very numerousT and which they slew by flinging stones. 
The Mandans, however, shot them with arrows, so that they 
speedily procured a large quantity of eagles' feathers. They 
then took leave o( the giants, and were permitted to depart 
with all their valuable feathers. On their return they found 
the cave blocked up by a colossal serpent. At first they were 
at a loss how to make a passage, but they soon coLected a 
large pile of wood and burnt the monster. One of them 
tasted the roasted flesh of the serpent^ and, finding it palatable, 
partook of more. They proceeded on their way, when the 
head of the Mandan who had tasted the serpent's flesh be- 
gan to swell prodii^ously, and an intolerable ilching came 
to his face. He begged his friend rot to leave him, but to 
take him home. On the second day he continued to swell, 
increased in length, felt an irritation all over, and was soon 
afterwards transformed into a serpent, upon which he tegged 
his companion to take him to the Missouri, which the latter 
accomplished in three daj-s. As soon as the serpent reached 
the water, he dived, but speedily rose to the surface, and said, 
" There are many like me below, but [381] they hate mc, 
therefore carry me to the long water, three days' journey 
from the Missouri." This, too^ was done, but the serpent 
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not liking his new abode, his comrade was obliged to cany 
him to a second lake, called Histoppa-Numangka (the place 
of the tallooed countenance), when the seqjcnt was satisfied, 
and resoJved 10 remain. He commissioned the young man 
to bring him four things, viz. a while woU, a polecat, some 
pounded maize, and eagles* tails: after this he was to go to 
war four times, and kill an enemy in each combaL All this 
accordingly took place. The serpent then added that he 
would always remain in this lake, never die, be medicine, 
and, when the Mandans desired anything, they might come 
hither, do penance, or make oETerings, that is to say, hang 
robes, eagles' tails, and other articles of value, on poles on 
the banks of the lake, which the Indians sometimes do even 
to (his day. ^ 

Another curiosity of a simflar nature is the Medicine Stone, ^l 
which is mentioned by Lewis and Qarko, and which the 
Manitaries likewise reverence."* This stone is between two 
and three days' journey from the villages or Cannon-lxtll 
River, and about 100 paces from its banks. I was assuiod 
that it was on a tolerably high hill, and in the form of a fiat 
slab, probably of sandstone. The stone is described as Ix-ing 
marked with impre^ions of the footsteps of men, and animals 
of various descriptions, also of sledges with do^. The In- 
dians use this stone as an oracle, and make oSferings of value 
to it, such as kettles, blankets^ doth, guns, knix-es, hatchets, 
medicine pipes, &c., which are found deposited close to \U 
The war parties of both nations, when they take the field, 
generally go to this place, and consult the oracle as to the 
issue of their enterprise. Lamenting and howling, they ap- 
proach the hill, smoke their medicine pipes, and pass the 
night near the spot. On the follovring morning they copy 
the figures on the stone upon a piece of parchment or skin, 
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which they take to the village, where the old men give the 
interpretations. New figtirxrs are undoubtedly drawn front 
time to time on tHs stonr, near to which the celebrated ark, 
in which part of ihe nation was saved in the great deluge, 
Jormerly stood. 

The Mtindans have many other mcxUcine establishments 
in the vicinity of their villages^ all of which are dedicated 
to tlie superior powers. Mr, Bodmer has made very accurate 
drawings of those near Mth-TLtta-Hang-Kushf one of which 
consists of four poles placed in the form of a square: the 
two foremost have a heap of earth and green turf thn^wn up 
round them, and four buffalo skulls laid in a line between 
them, while twenty-six human skulls arc placed in a row 
from one of the stakes at the back to the other; some of 
these skulls are painted with a rec5 stripe. Behind the whole 
a couple of knives are stuck into the ground, and a bundle 
of twigs is fastened at the top of the poles with a kind of 
comh, or the teeth of a rake, painted red."' The Indiana 
repair to such places when they desire to make offerings or 
put up petitions ; they hovA^ lament, and make loud entreaties, 
often for many days together, to the lord of life^ which the 
French Canadians call weeping, though no tears arc shed. 
A similar medicine establishment is represented,**' where a 
couple of human figures, very clumsily made of skins, [38a] 
were fixed upon poles, representing, as we were lold, the sun 
and moon, probably the loiti of life and the old woman who 
never dies. Wormwood, of which they generally fasten a 
bunch to the poles, is a sacred medicine herb, to which they 
escribe various effects. 

Dreams, as I have bcforr said, afford the usual motives 
for such actions, and for the penances which tiiey impose 
upon themselves, and they beheve all that appears in their 

'** S» Plalc 14, in tbc *oc<HQpAaying atlaa. out volume nv, — Ed, 
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dreams to be true. They were not >'Ct acquainlcd wilh 
fire-arms, when one of the Indians dreamt of a wc&pon with 
which they could kill their enemies at a great distance, and 
soon afienvards the white men brought them the first Run< 
In the same manner they dreamt of horses before they ob- 
tained any. Even Ihe Wliilcs who live among them are in- 
fected with this belief in dreams, and other superstitions. 
They frequently promise, on undertaking anything, the joint 
of a finger, which they cut off at once, and keep in a handful 
of wormwoofl ; Ihis 1 myself saw among the Blackfeet. where, 
at that time^ it was a sign of mouming. Il is also done at 
the time of the Okippe in May and June. Almost all the 
Mandans and Manitaries have lost one or two joints of the 
fingers, and several of them more. There are numerous 
superstitious ideas and prejudices among these Indians. 
Thus, they believe that a person to whom they wish ill must 
die, if tlicy make a figure of wood or clay, substituting for 
the heart, a needle, an awl, or a porcupine quill, and bury 
the image at the foot of one of their medicine poles. When 
a child is bom, the father must not bridle a horse, that ia 
to say, he is not to fasten the halter to the lower jaw, other- 
wise the child would die in convulsions. If the wife be preg- 
nant, this circumstance is often the cause of much ill fortune 
to the husband, and he is frequently unsuccessful in hunting. 
If an Indian, in such cases, wounds a buffalo, without being 
able to kai il quickly, he endeavours to carry the heart of a 
buffalo home, and makes his wife discharge an arrow at it; 
he then again feels confidence in his weapons, that they will 
speedily kill. The Indians afErm that a pregnant woman is 
very lucky at a game called billiards. Many consider it a 
bad omen when a woman, while several Mandans are smok- 
ing together, passes between them. If a woman is lying on 
the ground between the men who are smoking, a piece of 
wood is laid across her, to serve as a communication between 
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the men. The strongest man novr living amonj; the Man- 
dans, who has been ihe victor in several wrestling matches 
with Ihe Whites, always lakes hold of hts pipe by the head, 
for, were he to touch it in another pan, the blood would sud- 
denly rush from his nostrils. .\^ soon as he bleeds in this 
manner, he in&tantly empties his pipe, and throws the con* 
lents into the fire, where it explodes like gunpowder, and 
the bleeding immediately stops. Nobody, they say, can 
touch thi!i man's face, without at once bleeding at the nose 
and mouth, A certain Indian affirms that, whenever an- 
other offers him a pipe to smoke, out of civility, he im* 
mediately has his mouth full of worms, handfuls of which 
he throws into the fire. The mcdidnc of another man 
consists in making a snow-ball, which hr rolls a long lime 
betwwn his hands, so that it at len^h becomes hard, and 
is converted into a white stone, which, when [3*^3] struck, 
emits fire. Many persons, even Whites, pretended they 
had jwen this, and it is utterly useless io allempl convincing 
them to the contrary. The same man pretends that, during 
a dance, he plucked white feathers from a certain small 
bird, which he rollwl l>etwTen Im hands, and formed of Ihcm, 
in a short time, a similar white stone. Sometimes an Indian 
takes it into his head to make his gun medicine, or to con- 
secrate it, which he does not dare afterwards to part with- 
With this view he generally makes a yearly feast in the 
Spring;. The crier (ketlle-tender, or marmiton) must invite 
a ocrlain number of guests, and receive an equal number 
of smali sticks, which he delivers to them, as a sign of their 
being invited; nay, now, European playing cards are actu<* 
ally sent round for this purpose. The guests appear, lay 
their guns aside, and take their places, on which the drum 
ind schlschiku^ go round, and every guest sings, and plays 
the drum and rattle. While this music is going on, they 
eat the food which has been dressed, nor are they allowed 
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to leave any of it. The host then takes his gun, cuts a piece 
of flesh, and with it rub<« the barrel, and flings the mci^at 
into the fire; this is repeated thrice. He then takes up 
some of the water in which the meat was boiled, rubs the 
whole length of the barrel with it, pours the rest of the broth 
into the fire; and, lastly, lakes fat, with which he rubs the 
whole of his gun, and then throws the remainder into the 
fire. 

A great many Mandans and Manitaricfi believe that they 
have wild animals in their body; one, for instance, aiHrmt'd 
he had a buffalo calf, the kicking of which he often felt; 
others said they had tortoises, frogs, lizards, birds^ and so 
forth. Among the Manitaries we saw medicine dances of 
the women, where one pretended that she had a head o( maize 
in her body, which she cast out by dancing, and then ale, 
after it had been mixed with wormwood* Another discharged 
Uood, but of this we shall speak in the sequel. Similar 
feats are seen among the Mandans also. They likewise re- 
late a number of foolish stories of miraculous and supcr- 
natunU events. Thus, a girl refused to marry, and had no 
intercourse with the other sex. One night, while she was 
asleep^ a man lay down by her side, on which she awoke, 
and saw him go away in a white buffalo robe. As he re- 
turned on the two succeeding nights, she resolved to mark 
him^ and stained her hand with red. He appeared, and she 
gave him a blow, v^ith her hand^ on his bock, not bcmg able 
to hold him. On the following day she examined all the 
robes in the whole village, but could not find the mark of 
her hand, till at length she discovered it on the back of a 
large white dog. Some months after, as the Indians arc 
fully persuaded, she was delivered of seven young dogs. 
The people consider owls as medicine birds, and pretend 
to hold conversations with them, and to understand their 
attitudes and voices; often, indeed, they keep these animals 
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aJivG in their hut3, and look upon them as soothsa>'crs. I 
shall, subsequently, have occasion lo speak of the manner 
in which they catch all kinds of birds of prey, which feed 
on the flesh of dead animals, particularly eagles, which they 
sometimes preserve alive. They frequently look upon them 
a& me<licine, 

[3S4] Many instruments used by (he Whites, especially 
mathematical, arc a great medicine, or charm» in their eyes, 
U^rausc they do not compirhcnd the use of (hem. Thus, 
the Indian women were frequently embarrassed when we 
looked at them through a telescope, becau.^e they l>elieved 
that we had the power of penetrating their inmost thoughts, 
anf] of dLscovcring their past and future actions. 

The diviHion of lime, especially that of the year into 
monthst, is pretty conformable to nature; they count the 
years by winters, and say so many winters have passed since 
such an event. They an* able to reckon the ft-inlcrs either 
by numbers, or on their fingers, for their numerals arc wry 
complete. 



1. The month of the seven cold days, answering to our 

January, 

2. The pairing month — February, 

3. The month of weak eyes — March. 

4. The month of K^me. Some call it the month of the 

wild f^MTse, It is likewise often called the month of 
the breaking-up of the ice. 

5. The month in which maize is sown, or the month of 

flowers — May. 

6. The month of ripe service berrks. 

7. The month of ripe cherries. 

8. The month of ripe plums. 
g. The month of ripe maize. 

10. The month of the falling leaves. 
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ij. The month in which the rivers freeze. 
la. The month of slight frost."' 

Here and there other names arc given to the months, but 
the above are the most common. 

The chief occupations of the IndianSj be^des adorning 
and painting their persons, looking in the glass, smoking, 
eating, and sleeping, are the chase and war, and these fill up 
a great |>art of their time. The principal beast nf cha«! 
is ihe buffalo, or, rather, the buffalo cow. The men gen*^ 
enUly go hunting in a body, on horseback^ in order to be the 
more secure against a superior force of their enemies. The 
equipments of their horses are much like those of the Black- 
feet, and their saddle resembles the Hungarian ; though, now, 
they sometimes obtain saddles from the Whites, which they 
line and ornament with red and blue doth. In ridings they 
never leave hold of their whip, the handle of which is madt- 
of wood, and not of elk's hom, as among the more western 
nations. They never wear spurs. In the summer time, if 
the herds of buffaloes arc dispersed io great distances in the 
prairie, the chase, of course, requires more time and exertion; 
but in winter, when they approach the Missouri, and seek 
shelter in the woods, a great number are [385] often killed 
in a short time."* On these hunting excursions the Indians 
often spend eight or ten days; generally they return on foot, 
while the horses arc laden with the spoil."" The buffaloes 



'" MaithewB, Hufatia Indiamit pp, ;i, 7 J, laku nctpdon to llib UbIi acid fron 
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arc usually shot with arrows, the hunters riding within ten 
or twelve p&ce-s of thtrm. If it U very cold, and the buffaloes 
keep At a distance in the prairie Cwhich happened in the 
winter of 1833-34), they hunl but UlUe, and would rather 
suffer hunger, or live only cm mWixjr and Ijwins, than use 
any exertion; and when, towards spring, many drowned 
buifaJocs float down the river with the ice, the Indians svrim 
or leap with grcs.t dexterity over the flakes of ice, draw the 
animals to land, and eat the half putrid flesh, without mani- 
(estinj? any ^gns of disj^st. It is remarkable how instantly 
their famished dogs know and take advantage of the hunt- 
ing excursions of their masters. When the horses return 
laden with the spoOs of the chase, the children in the village 
utter a cry of joy, of which the dogs seem perfectly to under- 
Stand the import, for they simultaneously set up a loud howU 
run towards the prairie, the scene of the chase, and paitake, 
with their relations, the wolves, of what the hunters have left 
t}ehind. When a hunter has kiUcd an animal, he generally 
eats the liver, the kidneys, and the marrow of the larg« thigh 
bones, raw. If an Indian has procured some game he usually 
shares it with others, ITie entrails and skin always belong 
to the person who shot the animals If an eminent man, who 
has performed some exploit, comes up when the animal has 
been just killed, and demands the tongue, or !>ome other 
good pan, it cannot be refused him. Dof^s are not employed 
in hunting by the Maiidans and Manitaries. They shoot 
deer and elks in the forests, antelopes and bighorns in the 
prairies, the Black Hills, and the neighbouring mountains- 



1n*(nci^ tbfii wE^^CTiltMnt products fonalng buL a sroall supT>Icmcal to Ch» 

■ Huniing the babln via Ibtu tiic chief cmplo^'iiieaL of the mule In- 

U* purpoM gOH vcK but IIRle iUkL tluy being rderrr*] lor vu or 

vuntcn with FU3}y bc^n. Cocnptn dncHptiuna g£ MaemIaxl bul- 

^n'jtiui JmtntcU oj iJu IjttvU iitd Clark ExptdiliM, I pps 934' 

tmfam J^unvU, i, pi>, i^t>. jjj; Patlurr, 5Alilwy So'thhi (Loo- 

-IM* ukd BoUct, Among Ht€ /ndhJiu, pp^ ji-Bo^ — Efi. 
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They make parks, as they art called, to catch antelopes, 
but not bufTaloirs. B rackrn rid g<r says, that the Indians drive 
the antelopes into the water and kiU them with dubs;*" 
but this con only have happened in isolated places when 
some accident gave them the oppoHunity. The Manitaries 
make these cabri parks more fre^^uently than the Mandans. 
They choose a valley, between Vko hillSi which ends m a 
sleep declivity. On the summit of the lulls, two converging 
lines, one or two miles in length, arc marked nut with bni*ih- 
wood. Below the declivity they erect a kind of fence, fifteen 
or twenty paces in lenf^th^ composed of poles, covered and 
filled up with hay and brushwood. A number of horsemen 
then drive the cabris between the ends of the lines marked 
out by the brushwood, which are very distant from each other, 
and ride rapidly towards them. The terrified animals hasten 
down the hollow, and at length leap into the enclosure, where 
ihey arc killed with clubs, or taken alivr,'" Th'-rr are not 
many bears in this country; and the Indians are not fond 
of hunting them, because it is often dangerous, and the flesh, 
when roasted^ is not very good, Brackenridge is mistaken 
when he says, that these Indians always shout before (hey 
enter the forest, in order to frighten the bearsp'" If they 
did so they would, at the same time, frighten all other kinds 
of animals, and we see at once, from thi» statement, that 
that traveller was no f^portsman. 

[386] The wolf and the fox arc sometimes shot with a 
gun, as well as the white hare, in the winter time, or they 
arc caught in traps. They set for the wolves very strong 

'** For Utii m«thd<t at ivking Mirnlupa compare OriffimnJ Jomnuli 9f iJw LttMi 
amd Ctark ExpfdUUn j, pp. jij, ^^14; luid IL M- Chittenden AJid A. T^ RJchnrdMO, 
£j/fp l^ti^t, «Hd Trovdi 0/ Foihfr Da Smtl. iv. pp. iyi}\ 1397, FrrqiJrriTly 
lndi«nc puniipd the inTeJope on iwiil hi^nec^ dAvlog them £□ tig-ugi until they 
were utuuttcd. Sec Ori'/>ifuiJ Jattrtmh. li, pp. jfj^ ^6. — Hii. 

** Op. <U.r jn DuU Jti, p. 56,— El>. 
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traps. The prairie woU is not costly cau^t, being very cao- 
tiout. FoxGS arc cau|^t in small traps, which arc covered 
with brushwood and buffaloes' skulls, to conceal Ibem. 
Many such traps are seen everywhere in the prairies, which 
are surrouodcd with small stakes, that the animals may not 
mler them adeways. Beavers are now caught, m great 
Dnmbers, in iron traps, which they procure from the WfaiCes. 
Small animals, such as the ermine, are cau^ with h€cse- 
hair fringes, set before their burrows* The manner in 
whirli liird<i nf prey are caught is said to be ^-ery rcmarkalk. 
The birdcatcher lies down at full length in a narrow pit made 
on purpose, and exactly large enough to hold him. As soon 
as be has lain down, the pit is covered with brushwood and 
hay, pieces of niL'al arr laid upon it, and a crow, or some 
such bird, fastened to it. The eagle, or other bird of pnry, 
issaki to descend, and to sit down, in order to cat, on which 
the birdcatcher seizes it by the legs. I would not bclie^-e 
this had not inm worthy of crrdil given mc iheir wunl for 
It. In this manner they catch the ea^e, called, by the Eng- 
lish, the war-eagle, and the g<rfdcn ca^e {Aqmki cMrysaetos)^ 
the Quiliou, or oismu de medicine, of the Canadians, which 
I was not so fortunate as to meet with, and which they highly 
value, as I have already stated.'" 

Next to the chase, war is the chief employment of the in- 
dian-s and military ginry the highest object of their ambition. 
It is well known that Indian bravery is very different from 
that of the Whites; for wilfully to expose themselves to the 
enemy's fire would, in their eyes, not be bravery, but foUy, 
Cunning and stratagem give them the advantage over the 
enemy; their strength lies in concealing their march, and 



^ Sec M^ttheivo, HUohti Imdhmt, p. ^B. Thi» ia the <M^tc tomcdmc* knotrD 
ts A^aSo atnodgmnj^ ^tlboiigh It hu • wide nagt of htbiui. Tt fs (be ny^ cr 
cjUumet ea^e of Lnrii and Clark -» one of the two Noitti Am«kAn ea^^ the 
other bdog tht l«ld-b«il«i (Haiitttt kmcoitfhoUi).— ED. 



183a 1S34! 



Maximilian's Travels 



349 



surprises at daybreak. He who kills oiany eneimes with- 
out sustaining any loss is the best warrior. 

When a young man desires to establish his reputation in 
thr fit'Id^ he fasts for four or seven days, as long its his stn^nglli 
permits him> j^oes alone to the hills, complains and cries to 
the lord of life, calls incessantly to the higher powers for 
their aid, and only goes home, sometimes, in the evening, 
to sleep. A dream suggests his mcxjicinc to him. If the 
lord of life makes him dream of a piece of cherry-tree wood, 
or of an animal, it is a good omen. The young men who 
take the 6c!d with him have then conBdence in his mcdidnc 
If he can perform an ex[:*loit his reputalion is established. 
But whatever exploits be may perform, he acquires no re- 
spect if be docs not make valuable presents; and they say of 
Hm, "He has indeed performed many exploits, bul yet he 
is as much to be pitied as those whom he has killed." A 
man may have performed many exploits, and yet not be 
allowed to wear tufts of hair on his clotlies, unless he carries 
a medicine pipe, and has been the leader of a war party. 
When a young man, who has never performed an exploit, 
is the first to kill an enemy on a warlike expedition, he paints 
a spiral line round his arm, of whatever colour he pleases, 
and he may then wear a whole wolf's tail at thr ankle or 
heel of one foot. If he has first killed and touched the [.187] 
enemy he paints a line running obliquely round the arms 
and another crossing it in the opposite direction, with tluec 
transverse stripes. On killing the second enemy he 
paints his left leg (that is, the leggin) of a reddish-brown- 
ii he kills the second enemy before another is killed by his 
comrades, he may wear two entire wolves' tails at his heels. 
On his third exploit he paints two longitudinal stripes on 
his arms, and three transverse stripes. This is the exploit 
that b esteemed the highest; after the third exploit no more 
marks are made. If he kills an enemy after others of the 
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party have done the same, he may wear on his heel one wolf's 
taiJt the tip of which is cut off. In every numerous war party 
tlieiie are four leaders (partisans, karokkanakah), sometimes, 
seven, but only four are reckoned as the real partisans; the 
Others are called bad partisans (karokkanakah-chakohoscb, 
literally, pariisam galeux).*^* All partisans carry on their 
backs a medicine pipe in a case, which other warriors dare 
not have. To become a chief (Numakschi) a man roust 
have been a partisan, and then kill an enemy when he is not 
a partisan. If he followsanothcr partisan for the second time, 
he must have first discovered the enemy, have killed on«j 
and then possessed the hide of a while buffalo cow complete, 
with the horns, to pretend to the title of chief (Numakschi). 
Dipauch, who related these particulars, had himself done 
alt these, and was an eminent man among his people, but 
had never assumed that title. He had given five horses for 
his white buffalo hide. All the warrion wear small war pipes 
round their necks, which are often very elegantly ornamented 
with porcupine quills."' 

As soon as they advance to attack the enemy every one 
soimds his pipe, and all together utter the war whoop, a shrill 
cry, which they render tremulous by repeatedly and suddenly 
Striking the mouth with the hand. Those who fast and 
dream, in order to perform an exploit, arc entitled to wear 
a wolf's skin. A warrior has a right to wear as many eagles^ 
feathers as he has performed exploits. All Indiaji^, on their 
military expeditions, erect, in the evening, a sort of fort, in 
which they are, in some measure, secure against a sudden 
attack. In Major Long's expedition to the Rocky Moun- 
tuns, it is stated, that they often make atches (hiding-places) 




"* Sm A itood docrlptkjn of wu-putictf led b^ putiuni in our volomc kv, p^ 
7*-*S.— Eo. 

** Sm Pbte 14. figun ^. vkI Htit« At, figure 14, in Ua« ■toompanyirg atluv our 

volume lor*. — £0. 
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in ihese forts; bul we did not observe any such on the Mis 
souri.'^' The IndifLTS, on their expeditions, always set a 
watch by night as soon as they arc near the enemy, and aftcn 
send out scouts to considerable distances. At such a po»t 
the Indians are very vigilant and active; after an engage- 
ment Ihcy do not bury the dead, but» if they have not time 
to carry them away^ leave them on the spot where they fell. 
The scalps, called, by the Canadians, Ics ckrvdures^ arc 
often preserved for a long time stretched upon small hooi>s, 
and the hair is after^-ards used as an ornament to the dress 
of the men. The skin of the scalp is generally painted red. 
The Mandans, Manitaries, and Crows, never torture their 
prisoners like the Pawnees and the eastern nations. When 
a prisoner has arrived at the village, and eaten maize, he 13 
considered as one of their own nation^ and no person ever 
thinks of molesting him. Often; however, the women hasten 
out to meet [388] the prisoners ere they reach the village, and 
kill them; this is especially an act of revenge for their hus- 
bands or sons who may have fallen in the battle. 

When a young man desires to become a leader, or partisan, 
he first gains, by gifts, the favour of the other young men, 
and then dedicates a medicine pipe, which is a plain, unoma- 
mented tube. This ceremony is accomplish«i by a four 
days' fast, and supplications for assistance to the lord of life, 
the first man, &c. &c., and other supernatural beings. He 
Ihen addresses the young men, and calls upon them to give 
him their support in his undertakings. If a sufficient num- 
ber testify their readiness to accompany him in a warlike 
expedition, and such an expedition is determined upon, they 
dance and feast in ihe mediciTie lodge for scvt^nil successive 
nights, from whence, too, they generally march ofl by night. 



*^^ Sec om vdixua^ iv. p, ^2- These hiding plocrd ur dcac^bed u prepotrpd 
b;^ the sqtiHWE in ciue of kq unexpi!cli-il illAck, wurictn only rdmting thcoHo if 
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The women never accompany these expeditions. On set- 
ting out Ihc men arc badJy clothed, and no: paintud- They 
do not dcpail in a body, but, for the most part, singly, or 
in small detached parties. At a certain distance from the 
village thty halt ujxin an ijtoluted hill, oj^cn their medkine 
bags. and. after the men have sal do^Mi in a circle, the partisan 
produces his medicine pipe, which all present smoke; the 
person who smokes la^t^ then spreads his medicines on the 
ground^ or han^ ihem up, and froni ihu-m foretells the fate 
of the expedition. The Indiana? muoifest much gravity and 
decorum on solemn occa&iona like these. 

When the warriors return from their expedition , the sc^ps 
are carried on in adx'ance, on high poles: if they have per- 
formed any cscploits, they paint their faces black; ver>' fre- 
quently the whole body is thus disfigured. The women and 
children go out to meet them, and they enter the village per- 
forming the scalp dance. This dance is then repeated four 
succcssi^-e nighte in the medicine lodge, and is subsequently 
danced in the o[)en space, in the centre of the village. If ihe 
campaign took place in the spring, it is danced, at intervals, 
till the (all of the leaf in autumn; if in the autumn, it is 
danced till spring, but should any of the nation be killed 
in the interim idl feslivities immediately cease. In the scalp 
dance the Indians paint themselves in various ways, form a 
semicircle, advance, and retreat amid the din of anging, the 
bejtting of the drum and schischiku^. The wi\'es of those 
men who have obtained the scalps cany them on long rods."^* 

All the distinguished deeds performed by a war party are 
placed to the account of the partisan. All the scalps that are 
taken belong to him, and also the horses that they have 
captured. He who has killed an enemy is a brave man, 

** Bnckeotidge fiflii) witnEaacd Lhc imum of &d Arilura wir-partr inri Thr 
lubwqutfnt soalp^lnnce, which he vividly describes in voJumc vi of oiu icriu. pb- 

i4>-i4S* — Ed- 
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and reckons one exploit; but the partisan rises the highest 
on that account, even though lie hac! not seen any of the 
enemies who have been slain. When he reiums home, the 
old ntcn and women meet, and sing the scalpsong, on which 
he must make them all presents of value. He gives away 
all the captured horses, and valuable articles, and is after- 
wards ft poor man, but his reputation is great. Successful 
partis&ns afterwaitis become chiefs, and are highly respected 
by their nation. The Indian youtlis go to war when they 
are only fourteen or fifteen years of age. Sometimes they 
make excursions on horseback in the vrinter, 

[389] The Mandans and Manitaries make excursions as 
far as the Rocky Mountains, against their enemies, the Black- 
feet, and against the Chippeways» to the country of Pern- 
bina."* Their other enemies are the Sioux, the Arikkaras, 



■*' PemWns l« mM 10 m«m ihf fniii of ihe hlgh-biuh rrnnberry. The Tiv#r of 
llul Tuou!, an Affluent of Rtd Rtvtfr fimn the west, dkcrabogur^ n4!Arthe Briiiih- 
American Ixmnduy ]I;ic> ils moulli bring the alle of xveial cojty tiuJing-postB «nd 
vrtlcmtnis. Bptwprn 1790 jiTid 179^ P^ier Gnnt, 1 Nor' WrkWr, bu|}i 1 trading- 
post opposite the tnuulh of the river, ncxT the mie of the prr«enE St- Vintvnt, Min- 
DTSuta- Chfulca Cbjibui[lr«, AJit^pthrr trader foilte umr cmupany, wlDlcfcd (iN?" 
9S) flt the mouth of Pembina kJvpT on ihe HiulhnBl slrlp. Four ypnra Inter 
AletAnder Hrnry buJK a poit jo the aorthwcst angle, Ehc site <A The modem [own 
of Pembina, KortL Dakotn. where be made hia hradquorLtr^ until iSoS, and whcuL-e 
(iSor)) he visited the Mindan vHlages, In i£i? Lord Selkirk had a pcsT buill M 
this sitCi tvhicb frnm one ■>( hiE titlfs nu lumcd Fori Dopt. Thi& befog on Iho 
vcTKc of ih? Umbcr-UnJ. achI henct convrnkat to buifoiLr hridi* wu ihc nviatcrlaj 
pU<?« of hSa Red River cofanirts- The North West Company hud a rlvnl pMr fn 
the near yiciojly- After the troubtea oE the Red River colomsta «ith the Sorth 
West enrployii (j8i4-j6)i a ujmpany of trwpa, guidnl by Joha Tannei, waa icnt 
(1S17) by Selkirk to avenge his Miltten. Tbrfc cnpturRl the North West fort al 
PcraNTuk, *bd rvdtoErd Fort Dacfj which woa mauiuined uoiil iSij; when, oa 
being fouad \o be hituth of the inLemational bnuadaiyt Jt wu dUnutnllod and re- 
moved vome mile« farther nonh. MeAnwhile a smair wlUempnt of m^lis hjld 
grown up an the dtt; Lohf; (i^aj) found here aboul sinty Log-cabino, and tbree 
hundird Mid fiflf peupEe, Cunmtuiiii^tiuD wqa majcilJLinnl butii wlib Foft Guiy, 
lower down on Bfd Btver. ami wifh Fo« Snelling. at St. Paui- Aliriur tfi4? Ibe 
Bgenti of the American Fui Company rsubLiohed a faTt-mulc Co Pnnbiiu. whcro 
in 1870 the United States Buvernment erected a igiti but the plwe I* aq kjuser occu- 
pied by inyipA,— Ep. 
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the AAsmiboins, and the Chaycnncs (spelt, b>' the English, 
Shionncs). They arc at pcacL* wiih the Crows. 

The weapons of the Mandans and Manitarics are, first, 
the bow and arrow. The bows arc made of elm or aah, 
there being no other suitable kinds of wood in their rountry, 
In form and sizr they resemUe tho«" of ihe other nations; 
the siring is made of the sinews of aninmls twisted. They 
arc frequently omanicnted. A piece of red doth, four or 
five inches long^ is wound round each end of Ihe bow, and 
adorned with ^^lass beadb, dyud porcupine quills, and strips 
of white ermine. A tuft of horsehair, dyed yellow, is usually 
fastened to one end of the bow. Pchriska-Ruhpa has such 
a weapon in his hand."* The (juivrr, lo which the bow* 
case is fasiened, is made of panther or buffalo skin; in the 
first case, with the hair outwards, thcpong tail hanging down, 
and, as among the Blackfeet, lined with red cloth, and em- 
broidered in various figures with white t>eads. Their hand- 
acme quivers are made of otter skin, which are much es- 
teemed. A very beautifully ornamented one, belonging to 
Ihe Cmws, is represented,"' Narrow strips of skin hang 
down at both ends of the quiver. The arrows of the Man- 
dans and Manitarics are neatly made; the best wood is said 
to be that of the service berry {Amdanchicr scngt^inea). 
The arrows of all the Missouri nations arc much alike, ■*■ 

"Sec hlBpottmil \h Plotie j6, In Ehc AcrooiiMnTlrig itlAj, our volume ejtv,— Ed, 

" See PTate fti, li^un \f\, in the nccompunylng aTliii, our volume wxv.-^ Ui>. 

■• Thoagh nil iheJr *rmwii ipp&Lr. ni flnit stgtit, lo he perfefUy ftllke. there E» 
a flPt^ dlHcrriin in the minncr in which thej in mudc- Ol nil (ha iriba of ihi 
Whr?^ tbc Mondana arc lud tu makr tho Dotal uul mofll wlkl mtrtjuru 
The bim beads arc thitk nnd kIM. th? fmthpn ^ued oa. uid the jMrt Jusc belov 
thtt bead, And the lower end, are wound round vfih Tefy even, emeinBly thjn ila' 
cwiuf ■Ljintdbi. Thejr nil have, Jn iXk'h whiilc ten^lh, a j^>inJ line» cither cjjrcd 
or luiinted red. vhirh la fo reprevnl the IJghtolnE- The MtnStJirfnt mxke itte trcn 
brwU thJnoer. and not » ne]]. They do cv^l gfiie on the feathen, but nnly 
tie them on ai both cndi, IUb ihc DiailUeii*. The Aii(nibolu ffci^uendy hpyt very 
thin nnd indiflereni h«di \a ihrlr jirromi, made of Emn-plur. Mr- JUj (M»|or 
LfMig'i EipeditJonJ layB, thil the ■mw-wtwd {yib^tnmm) U u*ed for thnr urow 
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with long, triang\ilar,YCry sharp, iron heads, which they them- 
selves mnkt oul of old iron: it is but slighlly glaed to the 
shaft of the arrow, which is rather short, and generally re- 
mains in the body of the wounded animal. They know 
nothing of poisoning their arrows- The arrow-heads were 
formerly made of :ihar[> ?itones: when Charbonneau first 
came to the Missouri, some made of flint were in use^ and 
in the villages they are still met with» and in all those parts 
of the United States where the expelled or extirpated aborig- 
ines formerly dwelt. We were told that, in the prairie, 
near the Manitari villages^ there is a £and hill, where the 
wind has uncovered a great number of such stone arrow- 
heads. Almost all the Mandans and Manilaries now have 
gum, which ihey ornament with bits of red doth, on the 
brass rings of the ramrod, and at the butt-end [390] with 
brass nails. Besides the ramrod belonging to the gun, the 
Indians always carry another long ramrod in their hands, 
which they generally use. The pouch is made of leather, 
or cloth, often beautifully ornamented with beads, or por- 
cupine quflls, and is hung on the back by a piece of skin, 
or a broad strip of cloth of some lively colour. Their clubs 
and tomahawks are of various kinds. Many have a thick 
egg-shaped stone fastened to a handle, covered with leather^ 
or without leather,"* Others have small iron tomahawks,"* 
but not tomahawks with pipes fixed to them. The large 
dub with the brood iron point "* is called manha-okatanha, 
or mauna-scfalcha. A simple, knotty, wooden dub is called 
mauna-panischa . ' 



»« 



by ihc ludiaDA on the Lswcr Miuouii asd tbc ndghbouiLigpr^nH. I codjkIuic 
Ibar tMs shmb is ihp oliKUfT {Crahrftu tormimalU) of ihc I7jip4?r Mi»»juri. ifhich 
11 aomelim^ used fof bowi. bul very seLdoin for uiowi, — Maxiuel-iai'. 

™ Sw p, 35^ fw illustntion of *Ionc dub, inilh handle. — Ei>. 

>" S«e portnJt ol Mftio-Topf, Pl4C« 47, ia tht t^cvrapu^ying atlu, out roluasv 

■• iWrf,, Piute Bi, fipiTe 4^— Ei>_ 

"• See p- JS5 (or illustr*tiott «l a knotted WDodon dab.— Ed. 
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Many Manflans likewise carry lances, and I was (old ihat 
ihey had a remarkably handsome one, of which, however, 
I did not obtain a sight. These Indians have shields, which 
do not dificr from those of the tribes already mentioned. 
Thpy all wear, In their girdle, behind, their large knife, 
which is indispensaWe to them in hunting and in war. Some 
use, for the handle of the knife, the lower jaw of a bear, 
with the hair and teeth remaining."' The bow and arrows 
are, even now, much esteemed by all the nations living on 
the Missouri, while those that have been entirely driven 
from that river (the Osagcs) greatly prefer the gun; the 
former, therefore^ are capital archers, which cannot be af- 
firmed of the Osages. The Mandans and Manitaries are 
said to fight well in their manner, and there have been fre- 
quent instances of individual bravery. One of their mosl 
dUlinguished wamore, at this time, is Mato-Top^, of whom 
we shall often have to speak in the sequel. He has kQled 
more than five chiefs of other nations. The father of 
Mato-Topf, whose name was Suck-Schih (the handsome 
child), behaved exactly [391] in the same manner as the 
Maniiari chief. Kokoahkis, mentioned by Say***' He went, 
one evening, wrapped up in his rotw, into a hut of the hos- 
tile Aiikkaias, as the young men of the village often do, 
ate with his face covered, so that he was taken for a 
young Arikkara; then laid himself down by the side of a 
woman, and afterwards cut off a lock of her hair, with 
which he retired. He might have killed the woman^ as 
Kokoahkis did, but refrained from doing so. 

Wounds appear to be healed with remarkable ea£C* la 
cases of arrow wounds, they like to force the arrow quite 



" 5w p- iBj for iUualJBdoD of m Grcsveotic diL^gtr.— ED. 

*■ Conftfming MAto-Top* *« otir volume mi, p. 315. not* 31ft. For Uii* 
iDCJdQni MX O'Ur volume rv, p. 97. KaJtAAkJa waa Le Borgiu, lor whocn mc «vr 
volivoe T, Pi t4fk aoie oS. — Zo, 
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through, thai ihe iron head may not remain in the wound. 
Men and women are often scalped, in battle, who afterwards 
come to th«:mselves. and iire ctired. Such a large wound 
on the ht-iui is rubbed with fal; ihe medicine man fumigates 
il, sinking at the same time. Disorders are not unconunon 
among the Indians. The Mandans and Manitarics often 
suffer from diseases in the eyes; many are one-eyed, or have 
a tunide over one eye. In inflammation of the eye they have 
a custom of scratching the inner eye with the leaf of a kind 
of grass, resembling a saw, which causes them to bleed very 
much, and this may often occasion the loss of the eye. Rheu- 
matism, coughs, and the like, are fa-quent, becau;»e they 
go half naked in the severest cold, and plunge into ice water, 
Much benefit is often derived from their steam-baths, in 
a well dosed hul, where a thick steam is produced by ixjuring 
water on hot stones. They then immediately go into the 
cold» roll themselves in the snow, or plunge into a river cov- 
ered with drifting ice, but do not return to a warm hut, as the 
Russians do. Many Indians are said to have died on the 
spot by trying this remedy. Some suffer from gout; but all 
who survive these %"ioleDt remedies arc stronger and more 
hardy. Another remedy is trampling on the whole body, 
especially the stomach, as is practised also among the Bra- 
zilians. This operation is performed with such violence, as 
often to occasion hard swellings in the intestines, or ulcers, 
especially in the liver. The steam-bath is used as a remedy 
in all kinds of disorders. Vaccination, the application of 
which met with no difficulties among several nations on the 
great lakes, especially the Chippcways, is not yet practised 
among the Mandans and Manitaries, Spitting of blood is 
said to be frequent, but not pulmonary consumption. Gon- 
orrhoea is very cominon; they affirm that all venereal dis* 
orders come to Ihem from the Crows beyond the Rocky 
Mountains. For such disorders they often seat themselves 



360 



Earijf Wnttm Travetx 



[V0I-.3 



over a heated pot» but very frequently bum themselves. 
They cut open buboes, lcnglhwi.sc, vrith a knife, and then 
run for a couple of miles as fast as die)' can. The jaundice 
is said Bot to occur among them. It appears that they are 
tiot acquainted with emetic^ but, i( they fee! an>thmg wrong 
in the stomach, they thrust a feather down the throat, and 
thus produce vomittni;. Their pur^gatives are obtained from 
the vegetable kingdom. The poison-^ine often produces 
swellings, esfiedally in children- As rattlesnakes arc rare 
in the ^lOEUlyof the villages, il is. of course, seldom that any 
one is bitten by them; these Indians are said, homrver, to 
have very good rcmodics against tbc bate. Frozen limbs are 
rubbed viith snow, [392] \Micn Uindness arises from the 
dsadhg bri^tness of the snow, which il ^trry frequently 
does in March, they bathe the e>'es with a solution of gus- 
powder and w»tcr. They often have recourse to bleeding, 
wtiA they petform with a sharp flint, or a knife. They 
eftefl tpply to the Whites for medidne, and wiUin^y foOow 
their prtscriptioQS. These Iikdians hare also various reme- 
dies for their horses; thus, when a hor^ has the strangury, 
they give it a piece of a wasp's nest. 

"WhetL a MitI*" or Manitari dies, they do noc let the 
cotpseretnaii long ID the village; but convey it to the distance 
of 300 paces> and lay it on a nairow stage, about six Ccet 
long, resting on four stakes about ten feet high, the body 
being first laced up in bufialo robes and a blanket.''" Tbs 
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face, p^ted red, is turned tou'ards the cast A number 
of such stages are ^etn about their vil!a^;cs, and, Although 
ibey themselves say that this custom is injunous Co the health 
of ihc villages, they do not renounce it. On many of these 
stages there are small boxes, containjiig the bodies of child n:n 
wrapped in cloth or skins. Rax-ens are usually seen sitting 
on these stages, and the Indians dislike that bird, because 
it feeds on the Sesh of their relations, li you ask a Mandan 
why they do not deposit Ihcir dead in the ground, he an^rwcra 
—"The lord of life has, indeed, lold us that wc camt* from 
the ground, and should return to it again; yet wc have 
lately begun to lay the bodies of the dead on stages* because 
we love them, and would weep at the sight of them." Thry 
believe that every person has several spirits dwelling in him; 
one of these spirits ts black, another brown, and another light- 
coloured, the latter of which alone returns to the lord of life. 
They think that after death they go to the south, to sevend vil- 
lages which areoften visited by the god^; that the brave and 
most eminent go to the village of the good, but the wicked 
into a difTenrnt one; that they there live in the same manner 
as they do here, carry on occupations, eat the same food, 
have wives, and enjoy the pleasures of the chase and >h'ar. 
Those who are kind-hearted are supposed to make many 
presents and do good, find everything in abundance, and 
their existence there is dependent on their course of life while 
in the world."" Some of the inhabitants of the Mandan vll- 

Ulbution* lo the tiudx o| Moriiifliy Cuiiomi nmong ihc North AmcricaQ IndUni." 
In LlnJrrtl SUfrtt Burrau n| Kchnolisgy Rep&fi. ih^r^-^a, pp, S*— 903- — E&- 

"** Thn tvlirf \n Elw plurality at houIk «ppr.u« in htkft been wlilesprtAd Knong 
Dakotan tribpt- MitthBAt {Hidattt, p. 5a) vaya that tb« Minituee believe in (ciur 
for f*v^ pei&>nr *ai llui hv hu heard (hb Uth flbputm] vfih Ihc Aalnlboiii, who 
twl^w In bur ont Thr Ttrtan Sloui ih^nk one iplrfi U of the body mad dia w(il» 
jl; the vcorijd rrmAimni^ with or near ihc boJy — hence tha ciFIeribi; nl food tu the 
(t«ruoJ; lh« thiid Ewt Xi> ihr spIHt (hhhc m ibc pouth.lnnd Ibe faunh aUdowilh 
thp lotW of lutrcut frorn (h« hnd of Ihr oorptr-^ if thu I1 thrown inEo an f-n«iny'B 
ounp, thf gb«t lura>«> the bosUicfl In Um« ol «<V^ Sm 0<ff«f f, " SSoiun CulLi," 




362 



Earfy Watfm Travels 



[Vol. »3 



lage« are saiti not lo believe all these particulars^ and suppose 
that after death they will live m the sun or in a certain star. 

They moiini for the dead a whole year; cut off their hair, 
cover Iheir txifly and head with white or grey day, and oftr:i. 
with a knife or sharp flint, make indsions in their arms and 
legs in paraUcI lines, in their whole length, so that they are 
covered with blood. For some days after death the relations 
makL* a loud lament and bewailing. Often a relative, or 
some other friend, covers the dead, as they express it: he 
brings one or two woollen cloths, of a red, blue, white, or 
green colour, and, as soon as the body is laid on the stage, 
mounts u|X3n the scaffolding, and conccab the body beneath 
the covering, A friend who will do this b, in token of re- 
sped, presented, by the family of the deceased, with a horse. 
If it IS known beforehand that a prrson intends doing this 
honour to the dead, a horse is at once tied near the stage^ and 
the friend, having performed [303] this last office, unties the 
animal and leads it away. If a Mandan or Manitari falls 
in battle, and the news of lii^ death reaches the family, who 
ate unable to recover the body, a buflalo skin is rolled up 
and carried to the village. All those who desire to lament 
the deceased assemble, and many articles of value are dis- 
tributed among them. The mourners cut off their haiTp 
wound themselves with knives, and make loud lamentations. 
Joints of the fingers are not cut off here, as among the Black- 
feet, as a token of mourning, bul as signs of penance and 
offering to the lord of life and the first man."' 

The English and French find the pronunciation of the 

p- 4^4' T^c belief Ja o liQinc of sptritA u jodcfLruEe and ill-dcfincd — miM( Dtikotftn 
proplr lEiknk cf an anraind home lo whidi tpiiiLs rriurn, bul Ihc <Iisliiii;(ivii 
betwetn abodti for the good and th« wirkrfi af^pCKR irnprntn^ not inilEgv. 
nouB.— 5« Ori^j%<U JournaJi 0/ th^ Im-w tmdCiark Ejf^ihon, y, p, 347'-^ ^* 
"* Compun the occowila oi mouji^figia Jamei'i Ltmf^t BJiffdiUtn, ojn vohim^ 
xt4 pp. 66-^1 *ii4 BciJIcr* Aptonn tiie Jniiisnj. p. 70. Mulllalioc was practiced bf 
manir tribn u a E}gn of moumin^; spe Varrcv. " FLuihcr Cuulribulkua Ui the 
Stuc^ of Mortuarv CtwtoixiL'' — Ed. 
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Mandan language extremely difficult; while to a Gernwn, 
or a Dutchman, it is considerably easier, because it contains 
very many gutturoJs, like ack, ock^ uck, in German. The 
nasal sounds, on the contrary, are few, but they frequemtly 
speak in a vury indistinct way, having the mouth scarcdy 
opened. The vowels arc often softened, and much depends 
on the way in which the accent falls. The vowels a and u 
are often only half pronounced, but occur very frequently. 
I collected many words» as si^ecimens ot the language, and 
WTX>te down phrases, and mode an attempt to compile a 
grammar of the Mandan language, but the completion of 
it waS) unfortunately, hindered by unfavounible circuic- 
slances.'" Several old persons assured me thai they per- 
fectly remembered that, in their youth, many resemblances 
between the Mandan and Manitari languages did not then 
exist, which have since gradually crept in; the two languages 
being then quite diSerent, which, indeed, they arc still, in 
the main. As nations and allies, however, they have re- 
cSprocaJIy adoptetl many words and expressions, and hence 
there is a better understanding among them now than here- 
tofore, and their intercourse is greatly faciiitated. Time 
will, undoubtedly, produce a still closer approximation."" 
It is a remarkable fact, and proves how easily (he separation 
of single tribes, and even vOlages, of one and the same nation, 
leads to changes in the language, and transitions into other 
dialects. An example of this kind was presented in the two 
Mandan villages, whetB many diversilies of language had 
already taken place. I collected several spedmens of this 
kind, and, to mc, it was highly interesting. The Mandans 
are more apt in learning foreign languages than many other 
nations. Thus, the majority of them speak the Manitari 

"* 3n IndiAd Vocabulftrin. In oiii vdIuum x^Vh^ Ed. 

' Cornpuc on lhi> pojnl Miiltlicws, ITidaiM, pp. iS, ^4, who tUitia Ihal on 
the Fort B«Tthald mcEvmJoD ihcrc a[rp?aj3 ao tendency m coKkucocc, unl tlut 
Muid&n, MlniULffr, luvl Ariluun are niU Unguiitifolly dittJoct — Ei>, 
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language, whereas but few of the latter understand the Man- 
dan language. Most of the American nations, at least, those 
on the Missouri^ are said to ha%*e no maledictory words or 
terms of abuse; the Mandans ha^'e nothing of the kind but 
the exprtssion — *' bad people." The article is wanting in 
the Mandan language^ and therv is no distinction of gender, 
except in addrtf£ing a man or a woman. For my obser- 
vations on the Mandan language, I am chiefly indebted to 
ihr kindness and patience of Mr, Kipp, who had lived rleven 
years among chal people, had married an Indian wife, and 
hod attained a perfect knowledge of the language. The 
Mandan names always have a signification, and arc often 
equivalent to whole sentences: all SLrroimding objects are 
made use of in giving [394] names. I subjoin a few singular 
specimens: "The bear which is a spirit;" " The bull which 
isaspirit;" "I hear somebody coming;" "There are seven 
of them married to old women," &c. 

In conclusion I would say that some have affirmed that 
they have found, in North America, Indians who spoke the 
Gaelic language; this has been said of the Mandans; but 
it has long been ascertained that this notion is unfounded, 
as wel! as the assertion that the Mandans had a fairer com- 
plexion than the other Indians.' 



tu 



*** A irodliiaii of white bnnlcil ladinriB Uvitif for to tb» wevtwiKj wu rifa 
wnong Ibc Frcnih tiinleis fljid ciploiuii U\ tbc tiifly dublcenUb ccntiiOt ^^ "ben 
ht Piaited the Miindjfcn in 173S Li V*»ndryp uughi " thai nation oJ whitt* » much 
spoken of-'* Th« vuiiuion in color of complcnon, hur^ wid eyes imong llic Mut- 
d^n (see note jjs> onU) InJ to vuious Oiwiin of thdr oHgin^ pKhlohe iHeac Lhil 
of Wrlih d«r1viilon gAlnrd murh currency. The al)egF<f Amerkin adtrriurr in 
the twciflh ccatuiy ol Pnn« Mudoc from Wnlcsj (md ihc eonacqufni Wending of 
hii fuUowrj* with tin* liburiffiiici was ■ cmrcnl Ihtory amonii Engliili rtJiJh>itia- 
ph<n Lit ihp Ljiii? ri|i{l>Irmth jinit earty ninetppntb ceaitiry- Catlla eDihuftiMfifoJly 
ud&pled il (o ufl>UDl for M&odan p«iiliiirilJu; see hid Ntt^h AmeticAn Imdiav, 
i, pp. jwi-307i U. pp. a.scj-aO*. Fof 4 tiblioKiapliY of tUU iheoiyj wtiich Mfl*j- 
tnUiin's liientific *cnia rejedwl, see Jufclin Win4*ift JVarraif^t and Crttttai iliUfrjr 
of Am4tica (Bosron, i&&^), l, pp- leg-iit; Ke ibo B- F. Bowen, Wtljh inNorth 
Amenta (FhilatldpluDi id76J« npctUJl/ duplcj iL»—Zd^ 



CHAPTER XXVI 

OBSEKVAnoifS OS IH£ lUBS OF TOE KUOTAKUS, OX GIOS VKItfnu 

The name, Manilaries, by which this tribe is now generally 
known, was given by the Mandans, and signifies, ^* those 
who came over the water." The French give them the 
singular designation of Gros Ventres, which is no more ap- 
propriate to them than to any other of the Indian tribes: the 
Anglo-Americans also frequently use this name.'* This 
people was formerly a part of the nation of the Crows^ 
from which it is said they separated, in consequence 
of a dispute ab(jut a buffalo that had been killefl, and 
removed to the Missouri.'" They are near neighbours, 
and have been for many years allies of the Mandans. 
They have long resided in three ^-illages on the Knife 
River, two on the left bank, and the third, wliich is 
much the largest, on the right bank.**' Much confusion and 
misunderstanding have been occasioned by the variety of 
names given to these villages by the inhabitants, as well as 

*** Cntkat^L Mitthcwv. HtdaUtt, pp- jji 34, OD the origin of thew names. Tlu 
hfLniTaree Uuliiioa irlaia ib^i whtn ihey rvarhed iht cast batik ol ihe Misouri. 
the ]Di(cr inqtilprd who they vrtn Ndi uiulcnianding, thp newlv^arriv«d lriti« 
supposcii liier yrviK tjAtcd whal wa* wjfihrd. ti> wh[rh ihe^ replied " raimturi " — 
10 cr<vs l)iF v/ata. Thr^mipon thr Mandan gavF tht nrW'toniers ihii namf. SfC 
iJ*0 Origmal Jffttmati of Ihff Lrini aitd Ciark iikffdiritn, ▼» p. 348V — fo. 

** FfiT the Crow A.nd MinlfarH l^^pnd of the upniarion of the ivo brandiM 
of the tnhc, sec Mullhewa* Hidttt^Ot pp. 39* 40- Tlic Minilorcc n&mc for The (^w« 
sjgniliril " Tlicy who rrfuard tbf piunib '^ (i^«., of tbci buffalo)' Ai.-vurdliv ^^ 
Lpwi* jftd Clarh {Otiginai Joumelt. v, p. vfj). " tticy t[\^»TTt\cfi Bboul a bnftnbBr, 
euiJ iwu bands left the village and ncni inid ihe plolru. (thoa^ two bondi Ate now 
Ilddwel bjx tbi^ title Pouncb f pBuncti) and Crow Indjuiib')" Sec kbo Originai 
JitunuUt, vt, pp- 1C3, ie.1. where the Paunch Indiaiu are mudr u «pAmte Tvnd. 
This wu probably the fUvuiaa ol the Crovt koov-n u AckiUTcalL Sec SniUb* 
tonioR IfutiLutioD Jiepffft. iSS^. pan IL p. iij. — Ed. 

" Fdi the >ilc of ihtse TJJlaf^ sec our 'mliunc sdi, p. pn, tuta ^&- — EQl 
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by other tribes. At present the Mmittaries live constantly 
in their vilUges, and do not roam about a^ they formeriy did, 
when, like the Pawnt'cs and other nations, they wen: m pur- 
suit of the herds of buffaloes as soon as their fields were 
sown, returned in the autumn for the harvest, alter which 
they again went into the prairie. In these wanderings they 
made u!>e of leather tentSf some of which are still standing 
by the side of their permanent dwellings. The more con- 
siderable part of the nation, the Crows, are still cxclusivdy 
a i^ojile of hunters, who cultivate no kind of useful plants: 
even tobacco is now seldom planted, because they prefer that 
which Ihey obtain from the traders. They still, however, 
preserve their own spcdcs of this plaiil for the purpose I 
have before mentioned. 

The Manitaries do not much differ m their personal ap- 
pearance from the Mandans; but it strikes a stranger that 
they arc, in general, taller. Most of them are well-formed 
and stout ; many are very tall, broad-shouldered, and muscu- 
lar; the latter may, indeed, be said of the greater proportion 
of the men. Their noses arc more or less arched, and some- 
timt's cjuile straight. I also met with several whose coun- 
tenances perfecdy resembled those of the Botocudos."* The 
women [396] are much like the Mandans; many arc tall 
and stout, but most of them arc short and corpulent- There 
are some pretty fac^s among (hem, which, according to the 
Indian standard of beauty, may be called handsome. As 
they have long lived in close connexion with the Mandans, 
tlie two nations have arlopted the same costume, though 
there is, at tlie same ximt^ a greater attenlion to ni-atncss 
and adornment among the Manitarics than their neighbours. 
Their necklaces of bears' claws, for which they often give 
a high price, arc very large and well finished: they often 
contain forty claws, are attached to each shoulder, and form 
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a seroidrcle across the breast. Their lock of hair on the 
Icmplcs is often long and curiously entwined with oma^ 
meats, and fringed at the point with small red feathers, 
or strips of ermine. They wear their hair in long flat braids^ 
hanging down upon the back like the Mandans; sometimes 
it is plastered over with day, and not unfrequcnlly lengthened 
by gluing falsi? locks to it- The flat ornament in the shape 
of the rule hanging from the back, which I have mentioned 
in speaking of the Mandans, is often \xry tastefully oma* 
mented with porcupine quUIs, set in neat patterns. They 
seldom wear leather shirts, like the Crows and Blackfeelj 
but, generally speakings have nothing under the buSalorobe: 
frequently their arms ar(d whole body are variously painted. 
Their leggins do not difTer from (hose of the Mandans- The 
breechcloth generally consists of a piece of white woollen 
doth with dark blue stripes. Their leather shoes arc orna- 
mented in various ways, sometimes with a long stripe, or a 
roscUr of dyed porcupine c|uills. The girdle is of leather, 
into which the knife and sheath are st jck at the back. They 
often wear narrow bright steel bracelets at the wrists, which 
they purchase from the Company. Much taste and eitrava- 
gance are lavished on the buffalo robe, the main article of 
their attire. The style in which they are painted is similar 
to that of the Mandans, and very high prices are paid for 
the^ robes. Many of the men are taUooed, especially on 
one side of the body only, for instance, Ihe right half of the 
breast, and the right arm, sometimes down to the wrist; 
nay, the old chief, Addih-Iiiddish, had the whole of his 
right hand tattooed in stripes,"* They paint their body !n 
the same manner as the Mandans. 

The Manitari ^^llagcs arc similarly arranged as those of 
the \faiid3ns, except that they have no ark placed in the 

"* S«« hit portrait, vhkh M^rimJlUft ciJIa " a fitriking fcaembUao,*' id PUI* 
S7f in the DiCcompAaviris kiIu, out votume u^.^Bo. 
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central space, and ihc figure of Ochkih-Hadda is not there* 
In the principal village, however, is the figure of a woman 
placed on a long pole, doubtless representing the grand- 
mother, who presented them with the pots, of which I shall 
speak more hereafter A hiindlc of bnjshtt*ood is hung on 
this pote^ to which arc attached the leathern dress and 
leggins of a woman. The head is made of wormwood, and 
has a cap with feathers. The interior of their huts ia ar- 
ranged as among the Mandans: like them the Nfanitaries 
go, in winter, into the forests on both banks of the Missouri, 
where thcjr find fuel, and, at the same time, protection againat 
the inclement weather. Their winter villages are m the 
thickest of the forest, and the huts arc buflt near to each 
other, promiscuously^ and without any attempt at order or 
regularity.**" [397] They have about 35^ or 300 horses in 
their tliree villages^ and a considerable; number of dogs. 

When a Manitari invites his friends to a feast which is 
especially devoted to the tabic, each guest brings a dish, which 
is filled^ and which he is expected to empty; if he is unable 
to do this, he passes it on to his neighbour, and, as a sort of 
reward, gives him some tobacco. If bis neighbour accepts 
it, he undertakes thereby the often not pleasant task of 
emptying the dish. At a war feast each guest is obh'ged to 
eat whatever is placed before him."" When a child is to be 
named they proceed as follows: Uie father first sets out on 
a buffalo hunt, and returns with a good deal of game. He 
loads himself with ten or twelve large pieces of meal, at the 
top of which he places the child> Stooping and panting 
under the burden, he proceeds to the hut of the medicine 

*** Se» Pljitf 50^ \Ti t)i0 afcompiiDying AtLu» our MJuine vrv,— RD- 

" La V^odryc {C^naHcn Artkiixs. id^ p- i ()■ apcaUne of thr«c ttrulib 
Mfir " They ut for Uiemotl piit great »lcn: uvh^ larf^ub Thvy Invaght 
mc cvcjy fUv moTti tlian twenty dislio cf whc4l> bcutti and pumFikias, all cooknL 
Mr, de In Marqur, nho did nut half feiuiai. went Lo IhEm lunLuuiLUjr wltb mj 
childreD"— Ed. 
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man who 15 to give ihc name, and to whom he ddivcra tlic 
meat as a present or fee. 

Like the Mandans, the Manitaries have their bands, or 
unions, which arc distinguished by ihcir songs, danrcs, and 
badges. Of these hands there are eleven among tlic men 
and three among the women- 

Besides these bonds, they have two distinct dances: — 
ist. The dance of the old men, which is executed only by 
thoM' who arc far advanced in years, and no longer take 
the field, and. The scaJp dance; this is danced by the 
women, whocarry the scalps upon poles/'* In their hands 
they likewise bear guns, hatchets, clubs^ &c. Some among 
the men beat the drum and rattle the schiiichiku^; the war- 
riors, meanwhile^ sitting in a row, and beating time with 
their feet. 

Thrir games, too, are like those of the Manflans, for if 
there were any ^Ith which they were not originally acquainted 
they have since adopted them. These people likewise set 
a high value on the hide of a white buflalo cow, for which 
Ihey often give fifteen horses, guns, clotbr Uanltets, robes, 
and other articles of considerable value.*" The owner hav- 
ing proclaimed, Irom the top of his hut, to the whole asseffl' 

■• See Plate to, in Ihf unvnpmTfni^ itUi, our w*jjh^ i¥f. — Hd- 

" Tkt W*™tt"* affiitix (iuL tlw MuiluhB adoplrd inrta Ihcm their vnmBllaQ 
tor Uif Thnp ballilo cov^ And aUfllHiic tke <iVlglA of (hJB cvntom ii^ ih* frdcvioc 
drcuduUact,— WBcn the Muisuk^ ftffcr CTCMlrn the fitrii &nt r>v% with IhMD, 
iht ^Tandaa cfai^f ocfumn^ ** t un f hirf, iml mj nurv ^ ibr U^CaIo Kobe *Ub 
the BvaudfuJ Uiirt " to «Udi Ibr Muutan rfn^f rrplird, * tluf b UcvM mj 
DM»e,'* Idt dKj both von vUk vobc*. TV MMMfon ladknt ao* p«<wn4i4 !■ 
tt hodr ID bm ibc bmUo. Wbmi}»UMtijulukcd.''W|D(UU«a4uBlalii^ 
tbcrc^icl?'- ibeUuduRpfifd, -*A« ft ri^ Out 1 it>«ttl( <b« mib, klL mf pBf4i 
''^"ir ^""1*171 — rf^i-rH""" BcRvpeft he ffficMl <i«i Ua rob* cs ** 
•op <tf dw UD, Ihe «l»fe udoo pmtd oiin h. ud «e^ bm took ^^7 • i«« ^ 

OM «d El— I i-idl '- Al wh9 bfttc pvccmM M ^MV tidUB VOM dt te half 4rf lfc> 
tube, bA n vfl] ulf chr rote litflL" So b^Iac ha Aiw b ow Ifa 
vd ^r« AM tinihf «U|* btf^ ii&a k Ul^ v«lMd Moat *i 
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Ued tillage, that he has obtained such a robe, keeps it for 
aboul four ycan^. l^t members of the family s^omctimcs 
wear it on state occasions^ and narrow strips an: cut off and 
used as ornaments, especially as bead bands. When this 
time is elapsed the hide b oSered to one of the divinities, a 
mrdicinc man being hired to perfarm the necessary cere- 
monies. Durini? [398] the four years, valuable articles of 
aU kinds, such as' those before-mentioned, have been col- 
lected and arc kept in readiness. A hut is built, to be used 
as a sudatory (a^ will be related below), A large quantity 
of food is dislribuled among the spectators; a bundle of 
brushwood is fastened to the top of a long pole, and the 
beautiful white hide is wrap|>ed round it. It Is then set up 
in some spot chosen by the owner, and there left to rot- The 
medicine man who performs the ceremonies receives, for 
his trouble, the valuables which have been mentioned — 
Rumdimes 150 robes, and other ihings, pari of which he 
distributes among the persons present. Sometimes they 
ride, with the white hide, into the prairie, spread on the 
ground a blue or red blanket, and lay the hide upon it. If 
It b intended to offer a horse at the same time, they bind 
hi$ feet together, put a muz2le on his mouth, and leave aJI 
together in this situation. If another Indian were to steal 
the horse, they would say he k a fool for robbing the lord 
of life. Other mysteriL's (mt^dicines) and superstitions of 
the Manitarics are so interwoven with their early traditions 
and IcgcndSr that it is necessary to premise sonKthing on 
the subject. 

Formerly there existed water only, and no earth: a large 
bird, with a red eye^ dived. The man who does not die, 
or the lord of life (Ehsicka-Wahaddish, literally the first 
man)^"^ who lives in the Rocky Mountains, had maile iiU, 



*** Compare MhCIIicwSj Hidain^ pp. 47, 48, when Ihe objoel ol gtcotoB rcv- 
onDcvistsJdtobt Ibv" Tint M«]f." or "Old Man Inmonal." Sr« itbi>Henr7's 
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and sent the great bird to fetch up earth. Another bebff, 
worthy of veneration, ia the old woman whom ihcy call grand- 
mother, and who roams about all over the earth. She, loo, 
has some share in the creation, though an inferior one, (or 
she created the sand-rat and the toad- She Rave the Man- 
itarics a couple of pots, which ihcy stiU preserve as a sacred 
treasure, and employ as medicines, or chanm, on certain 
occa^ons. She directed tlie ancestors of theiie Indtanii to 
preserve the pots, and lo remember the great waters, from 
which all animals came cheerful, or, a3 my old narrator 
expressed it, dancing. The red-^hoiildered oriole {Psataco- 
lius pkoenictus) came, al that time, out of the water, as well 
aa all the other birds which still sing on the banks of the 
rivers^ The Manitahcsr therefore, look on all these birds 
as medicine for their plantations of mmic^ and attend to 
their song. At the lime when these birds sing, they were 
directed by the old woman to fill these pots with water, to 
be merry, to dance and bathe, in order to put them in mind 
of the great flood. When their fields are threatened with a 
great drought they are lo celebrate a medidne feast with 
the old gmndmotbcr's pots, in order to beg for rain: this 
is, properly^ the destination of the [»ots. The medicinr men 
are still paid, on such occasions, to sing for four days to- 
gether in the huts, while the pots remain filled with yvatcr. 

The siED, or, as tbey call it, " the sun of the day," is liluy 
wise conadercd as a great medicine. They do no< know 
what it really is, txit that it serves to sustain and to warm 
the earth. \Mien they are about to undertake aomecotcr' 
prise, they make oSertngs to it, as wrD as to the moon, which 
they call "Ok BOD of the ni^" Tbrmonng flar, Vaut„ 
they consider the chSd of the mooo, and account rt Kkewbe 
4 ^Dedal medicme. They affinn that tt was originally a 
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[399] Manitari. and is the grandson of the ^AA woman who 
never dies. The " great bear " is said to be an ermine, the 
several star? of that constellation indicating, in their opinion, 
the burrow, the head, the feet, and the tail of that animal. 
Tht7 lifccwiso can the *' milky way*' the ashy way; and, 
like the Mandaos, believe that thunder is occasioned by the 
flapping of the wings of the large bJnJ, which causes rain, 
and that the lightning is the glance of his eye, in search of 
prey. The rainbow is called by the Manitaries " the cap 
of the water/' or *' the cap of the rain/' Once, say they, 
an Indian caught, in the autumn, a red bird» which mocked 
him; this gave offence to the man, who bound the feet of his 
prisoner together with a 6sh line, and then let Iiim fly. The 
bird of prey saw a hare and pounced upon it, but the hare 
crept into the skull of a buffalo which was lying in the prairie, 
and as the Une^ hanging from the claws of the bird, formed 
asemicircle, they imagine that the rainbow is still thus caused. 
'I'he old chief, Addih-Haddish, ^ve me the following ac- 
count of the situation of men after death: — There are two 
villages, one lai^ and the other smaller, whither the Mani* 
taries go when they die. The wicked, or cowardly, go to 
the small village; the good, or brave, to the larger one.** 
A party of Manitaries once went to war, and one of their 
number, a chief, was killed by the enemy; he was buried 
and his grave covered with large trunks of trees. After his 
death he went to the large village, from whence a great many 
men came to meet him and to escort him into it. He was 
alarmed when he saw them coming towards him, and turned 
back, wounded as he was. A while man had given him, 
in that country, a paper, by means of which he was enabled 
lo return to his own village on earth, and live there many 
years; but my informant was quite unable to tell me the 

ExpfJilifm, our To1un« xt, p. 65, — Ei>. 
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conteols of ihis paper, .\iler this, when he pla}'ed al what 
they call bflliards, he rubbed his hands with the laJisman* 
and nobody could ever win a game from him; he was cdiA'ays 
called by his fellows " (he dead man." 

When ihe Manilaries were created by the first man they 
formed one nation with the Crows, A medicine woman 
among them had three sons, each of whom built a village- 
The eldest went, with his people, down Ihe Missouri, and it 
is not known what became of them. The second went to 
the mountains, and founded the villa.ge now inhabited by 
the Crows. The third established the tribe now called Mani- 
taries by the Mandans, which tribe subiequenlly erected 
the three villages now existing* At that time their total 
number was only looo men. 

The Manitaries are as superstitious, and have as much 
faith in their medicines, orcharms^ as the Mandans. Among 
these medicines arc included every kind of wolf and fox, 
especially the former; and, therefore, when they go to war^ 
they always wear the stripe ofT the back of a wolf*£ skin, 
with the tail hanj^ing down over their shoulders. They make 
a slit in the skin, through which they put their head, so that 
the skin of the wolfs licad hangs down upon their breast. 
Buffaloes* heads are likewise medicine. In one of their vQ- 
lages they preserve the neck bones of a buffalo, as the Crows 
also are said to do; and this is done with a view to prevent 
the buffalo herds [400] from removing to too great a dis- 
tance from them. At times they perform the following cere- 
mony with these bones: they lake a potsherd with live coals, 
throw sweet-smelling grass upon it, and fumigate the bones 
with the smoke> They hav*.' mtdidnc stones and medicine 
trees, like the Mandans^ and offer to the heavenly powers 
at such places red cloth, red paint, and other things. Like 
the Mandans, loo, they hIso offer articles of value, waiJ, moan, 
do penance to conciliate their favour, and to ask their aid 
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to obuin cTTtain viabei and objectv Sajr iriates that the 
wolf chief of the Man^arics sat for five days togedier oo aa 
bototed rock, without takins any food-*** This was dcoe oo 
the Pntric HiU, to whidi &ic Mandans also resort m similar 
cam. Tbrjbokl ouidll tbnrstnugtb^iBstbnii^aodcrcrp 
hf nif^t into a Dd^boiixing cat«, wber« they sleep and 
dreaiiL Ataoog the origbial traditioDs of this people is that 
of the two di3dtai» windi Say rriatcs. A party going to 
war,iaw two cUdren ritting on two isolated hiDs, viio van- 
iibed when thej endeavoured to ^)proach them* These 
hvo hiDs, which are near together, ait calkd the ChildrcD^s 
13Sh\ Ihey are i»ol on Knife Rmr, as Say say^, but oo 
Beart River. The women go to one of these hills to do 
penance and lament when they desiie to have children. *** 

Mr S&y rdatc3 another tradition very correctly, of abciy 
who lived and grrw in the bdly of a buffalo. They also 
aasTTf that the bones of the buffaloes in the prairie sone^ 
times come to life a^ein.** Say likewise desoibcs the com 
danoG, or rather the com fca.st, for the conj^ecration of the 
crops. The)- adopted it from the Mandaos, and now cele- 
brate it in the same manner.**' The great medidne feast 
^^^■^ 

** Sec Ottr vohdw it, pi 63. nc WoV cUd b noted En Bndbvir'» T\ \miK 
ooj Tctnm* T, p. lOj, note 99.^ Eo. 

" ariilnd b ovr tdIuuk ir> ^^^ 59. 60, Bcwi Rlit?, « thr oc^Lokl ^iTitha 
iMBk* Attd pntMhljr lid >ii* ni ihr Min^uiw'i trtOmg tmong ititny. AfqikvJ 
MBrtMng «C B MOVd fJMWWWr in th« vth of both tnbca, tec Orig<»ai J^wnttia 

Kivcf* tjdng • cftwn nthft itHO > hill, nad Lbcrva u tbt " Houn of the Iitfnm^* 

** TlifiM nijib* u« rrlilcd ja our volum* iv, ppr A3, 64^— Cix 
*■ The roni darir^ i» i^rtfTiNrd in our voluirw >*, pp taj, la*. It !i ewe >iulc^ 
^3ru« to the oclcbrfeird ^rcD corn 6mdcc tA ibc Crttk Indtvuij fur whkih kc A. S. 
Oatocbd, Mi^^tim Iff^iJ 0/ the Crrti Indltm (nju<klphj«. 18&4]. pp iAi> 
rSf Tbir Ullvr ii, iiiMwof#, 11 IhRnkKgitrinit for ihf fir»t fnilti; the tonruri r«f^ 
iBABr to Mcurr the (oiiliMtion of u^-catn. OiUla (Ntrth Amtriea^ ImH^mM 
pp' iSB"i(io),€katriteftMuUiaMliiiinm dance upon the hwoi of the civit. iridcli 
ha ihinkt betn THeanhl*nre to ihit nf ihr Crvrk^ — Eb. 
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for attmclitig the herds of bufialoes will be described in the 
next chapter, as well as some of the incantations of the 
women. They likewise celebrate \\vs OldiJjJc (which they 
call Akupehri), but with several di'viations. Thus, instead 
of th€ so-called &rk, a kind of high pole, with a fork on the 
summit, is planted in the crntrc of the ojjcn circle. When 
the partisans of the war parlies intend to go on some enter- 
prise in May or June» the preparationfi are combined with 
the t)kippc of several yoimg men, who wish to obtain the 
rank of the brave, or men. A large medicine lodge is erected^ 
open abo%'C, with a division in the middle^ in which the 
candidates take their places. Two pits are usuaUy dug in 
the middle for the partisans, who he in them four days and 
four nights, with only a piece of leather about the waist. 
The first partisan usually chooses the second, who under- 
goes the ceremony with him. There are always young people 
encugh ready to submit their bodies to torture, in order to 
display their courage and firm resolve. They fast four days 
and nights, which leaves them faint and weak. Many of 
them begin the tortures on the third day; but the fourth 
day is that pro|>er]y set apart for them. To the forked pole 
of the medicine lodge is fastened a long piece of buffalo hide, 
with the head hanging down, and to this a strap is fastened. 
An old man is then chosen, who is to sec to the torturing of 
the candidates, which is executed precisely in the same man- 
ner as among the Mandans. The suflerers often faint; 
they are then taken by the hands, lifted up, and encouraged, 
and ihey begin afresh- When they have dragged about the 
buffalo skull long enough, hanging to their flesh and skin, a 
large circle is formed, as among [401] the Mandans, in which 
they are made to run round till Ihcy drop down exhausted, 
when they arc taken to the medicine lodge. Tlie medicine 
man receives from cme of the spectators the knife with which 
the operation is to be pcrfonnedp He has called out to 
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" have compassion Mith him, and to give him a knife,'' on 
which one of the persona standing round throws one at his 
feet. The partisan is bound to bufld ibc medicine lodge. 
During the ceremony the spectators eat and smoke; Ihe 
candidates take nothing, and, like the partisans, arc covered 
all G\tT ^ilh white clay. The litter, when they dance dur- 
ing the certmony^ rt^main near their pits, and ihen move 
on the same spot, holding in their hands their medicines, 
a builalo's tail, a feather, or the like. None but the candi- 
dates ilance, and the only music is sLritdng a dried buffalo's 
bide with willow rods. There have been instances of fathers 
subjecting their children, on!}* six or seven year> of age, to 
these tortures. We ourselves saw one suspended by the 
muscles of the back, after having been compelled to fast 
four days. No application whatever is subsequently made 
for the cure of the wounds, which leave large swollen weals, 
and are much more conspicuous among the Manitarics 
than the Mandans. Most of the Manitarics have three 
or four of these weals, in parallel semicircular lines, almost 
an inch thick, which cover the entire breast. Similar trans- 
verse and longitudinal lines, arising from thr same cause, 
are seen upon the arms, nay, the whole length of the limb 
is often disfigured by them,"' The medicine stone has 
already been mentioned, when treating of the Mandans. 
Lewis and Clarke also speak of it, saying that " the 
Manitaries have a stone of a similar kind;'* but this is 
not quite correct, for it is the selfsame stone to which 
the two people have recourse, and make use of similar 
ceremonies with it. 



*" S« the dcKiJi>iian of ibis fntlval in our volume it. pp. 4i-6;. Uiilhewft 
(i/ttfd/fit, pp 45-47) tMEilu thai Maximilian ti her? tjracnbjag ihe Dahkipc (oT 
N^HItipc)) A ceremony onoIugDiu in ils toriuict to the Okippc of tHe Mnjidan* 
but {n nJlpgory nHlicjilljr riJITrrrnt, \h&% of ihp MJnltarre bfing t, pivi«niJoii for 
bnverv in vur- Scarce'^ 4 Mioilaice is to b« B*ec ni^out Tbe watts madv b)r some 
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Another very remarkable institudon of the Manitaries 
is th« sudatory. When a man intends to undertake any- 
thing, and to implore by medicine the aid of the higher 
powers, he buiids a small sudatory of twigs, which is covered 
all over with buffalo hides. Before the ertrance is a straij^bt 
path, forty feet long and one broad, from which the turf is 
taken off and piled up in a heap at one end opposite the hut. 
Kear thig heap a fire is kindled, in which large stones arc 
made red hot. Two rows of shoes, sometimes thirty or forty 
pair^ are placed along the path. As soon as the stones are 
hot, they are borne into the hut, where a hearlJi has been 
dug, on which the hot stones are laid. The whole popula- 
tion sit as spectators on either side of the path, where are 
placed a number of dishes with provisions, such as boiled 
maize, beans, meat, &c. An old medicine man is appointed 
to conduct the ceremonies, He walks from the heap of turf 
over the shoes, taking care always to set his feet upon thcmi 
to the sudatory. The young man, for whom the ceremony 
is performed, stands with only his breechcloth at the entrance 
of the sudatory, where for some time he wails and laments. 
The medicine man comes out of the hut, with a knife or arrow 
head, and cuts off a joint of his finger, which he throws away, 
as an offering to the lord of life, or to some other object of 
superstition, in which the young man has placed his con- 
fidence. After this operation the magician takes a willow 
twig, goes to the dishes containing [403] the provisions, dips 
the twig in each, and throws a portion of the contents in the 
direction of the four cardinal points, for the lord of life, the 
fire, and the divers supernatural powers, of which he makes 
open proclamation. The provisions are then distributed 
among the men, women, and children who are present. The 
older men go into the sudatory, the women carefully cover 
itj and water U sprinkled with bunches of wormwood, from 
vessels standing ready without upon the hot stones, which 
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throws the persons present into a profuse perspiration; the 
men, mc&nwhilc, all singing at once to the rattling of tfae 
schUchiku^. When they arc satbficd they call to the women 
on ihr oiilsltl?^ to ri-inove the hiHts, Aflt^r ihis, a buffalo 
head, with ihe snoul foremost, is carried over the row of 
shoes to the heap of lurk, where it is placed in the same 
direction. The ceremony is now complete. The robes with 
which the hut was covered, often sixty or eighty in number, 
are given by the young man to the magician for his trouble, 
who distributes some of them among the spcclators. The 
pcrsnn-s who hax-c submitted to ihc operation put on their 
robes, and a^main in the open air till their bodies aa' dry, 
this medicine being generally performed in the summcrn In 
the winter they prepare such steam baths in their own huts, 
but at that season they are not medidnc, and the mt-n and 
women assemble together. The ^and ceremony just de- 
scribed is instituted especially when they wish to ask success 
for a military expedition^ or for some other important enter- 
prise. They then purcba!ie a red blanket or a piece of blue 
doth, which they offer to the divinity, hangii^ it on a pole 
behind the sudatory, where it b left to be destroyed by the 
winil and weather. 

The ManiUries likewise make offering at times to the 
great serpent which lives in the Missouri, by placing in the 
river poles, to which robes or coloured blanket? arc at- 
tached,"** This practice is founded on a .story like that 
which is current among the Mandans, but with some differ- 
ences. A war party was on its way to the Upper Missouri 
to meet the enemy: when they had proceeded a considerable 
distance two young men turned back^ and found, at a certain 

"* Serpent nonhjp bad much vogu« uaoog. Buicy North American tribcti. T^ 
Al^Eiqui^D facUcrcU in a ktcaC Kipcnl in tht Gr?al LaIics which nuvd slom^ 
■.nd dHtroytd canoet. Among SLounn tribo the make vu H bol^ or al Irut my^ 
irrioui bdnf, Srr Doncy, *" StuuiD CulU/' p- jAJ^^ Upon Ute vrtioJe aubjcct of 
H-fjifnt wunhip oiiuuli Brintou, ilylht oi ikt Ntv Wtrid, [tp> ti(F--i4Jt' — Ed. 
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spot, a large serpent coiled up. After looking at the ani- 
mal for some lime, one of them kindled a fire, in which thejr 
burnt the serpent- The man who had made the fire took up 
the remains, smdt them, and affirmed that the .smell was 
so inviting^ he could not refrain from eating a part, and, 
though his comrade dissuaded bim, he ate a amall portion 
of the roasted flesh. In the evening, when they were going 
to lie down to rest (or the night, he took off his shoes, and, 
to his great astonishment^ found that his feet were striped 
like the serpent which they had killed. He told his friend, 
and said, "This b delighlfui; when I go home, I will pull 
off my shoes, and everybody will look at my feet." On the 
following day his legs were striped up to the knees. He 
said, laughing, ** This is admirable; I shall no longer ha>"C 
occasion to mark my exploits by stripes, for nature herself 
furnishes me with them." On the third day he was striped 
up to his hips. They slept on the evening of that day, and 
on the fourth day he was completely converted into a ser- 
pent. " Be not afraid of me," said he to his Friend, '* I have 
neither arms nor legs, and cannot move from the spot; 
cany mc [403] to the river," His friend dragged him to 
the Missouri, being una.hle to carry him on account of his 
length and weight. The serpent immediately swam, dived 
below the surface, and called to his friend, who was mourn- 
ing on the bank, " Weep not, my friend ; be comforted and 
go home in peace; four things, however, 1 must Ix^g of you 
to bring me; first, bring me a white wolf; secondly, a pole- 
cat; thirdly, another pamted red; and fourthly, a black 
pipe." His friend went home, and after some time re- 
turned with the objects required, and lamented a whole 
day on the bank of the river. The serpent then appeared: 
" It is well that you have kept your word," said he; " you 
will go to war and kill as many enemies as ycni have- brought 
objects to me. But first come here and laniL-nt, for I am 
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medicine (or all f jturity." The Indian went out the same 
day and kiUrd an enemy; but the serpent had previously 
told him that its head would be at the old Mandan village, 
and its tail reach to the mouth of the Yellow Stone River; 
that with onr ear it would be able to hcrsr to tlit- distance 
of the Maison du Chien, a hill in the prairie two days' 
journey from the north bank of the Missouri, and with the 
other to the Crttr Cfitc, likewise two days' journey from 
the other bonk. The friend went four times to war, and 
each time killed an enemy. The Monitaiies, who firmly 
believe this story, still go to the river when the fancy strikes 
them, and set up an offering. They relate that a raan once 
went to the river to see the serpent; he lamented for a long 
time, at length it appeared, on which he called it his father. 
But the serpent said, '* You arc not my son; I have only 

one son, whose name is ^ he who has no arms; but 

you are the son of him who shall be chief of the viiiaKC to 
which I have destined him. When you ride out to hunt 
the buffalo you will kill your enemies, and some of your 
people will likewise be killed," 

In cases of difficult parturition^ which, howewr, sildom 
occur, they axe accustomed to give the mcdidne man one, 
two, or even four horses. He comes to the hut of the lying-in 
womaci smokes with her husband, then takes a fox or wolf 
skin cap, and strokes the woman with it on the back, or 
some olher part of the body, singing, and rattling the 
schischikug. Often he touches or rubs her with a tortoise 
shell, as the Botocudos in Brazil do. often merely with a 
feather. 

Like the Mandaits they sometimes keep owls in their huts, 
which they consider as soothsayers, and whose notes they 
pretend to understand. This i^ the Jarge grey owl, without 
doubt the Strix Virginiana. The war eagle {Aquila ckrys- 
iutos) is likewise kept alive far the sake of the tail feathers. 




ifi3»-<fi34l 



Maxtmiliafi s Travfh 



383 



which they so highly prize. Some individual among ihcm 
have strange superstitious ideas and practices; ihus^ a cer- 
tain man smokes very slowly, no person b allowed to speak 
nor to move a single limb of his body, e:[cept to take hold of 
the pipe. Neither wnmen, children, nor dogs, are siifTered 
to remain in the hut while be is smoking, and some one is 
always stationed to keep the door. If, however, there are 
eixactly seven persons present to smoke^ all these precau- 
tionary measures are done away with, and they may smoke 
as quickly as they please, [404] When he clears his pipe and 
shakes the ashes into the fire, it blazes up, doubtless because 
he puts some gunpowder, or similar combustible, into the 
pipe. When any person has a painful or a diseased place, 
the same man puts his pipe upon it and smokes. On these 
occasions be does not swallow the smoke, as is the Indian 
cu&tom, but affirms that he can extract the disorder by his 
smoking, which he pretends to seize with his hand, and to 
throw into the fire. 

The division of the year into months is nol x^ry dissimilar 
from that of the Mandans, though I have never been able 
to obtain two accounts which precisely correspond. But 
little is to be said of the hunting and war of the Manitaries 
which has not been already related of the Mandans. They 
are reported as being very skilful in making the cabri parks, 
which, in the month of April, they can do in half a day, 
though they have not made any such for some time past. 
The skin of the cabri is used for shoes. 

The Manitaries are at present friendly towards the Whites 
in the vicinity of the Missouri; but, if a white man happens 
to encounter one of their war parlies in the prairie, he is 
generally plundered. In the north, on the Red River, they 
often act in a hostile manner to the Whites and Half-breeds 
residing there. Their enemies properly so called are the 
Blackfcet, the Assiniboins, the Sioux, the Pawnees, the Arik- 
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karoA, the Shicnncs or Chaycnnc**, the Crccs, and the Ar- 
rapahoH; their allie.'^ arc (he Mandans and the Cmw5- 

AU these Indians treat the bodies of their slain enemies 
in the mo!^t barbarous manner. Charbonneau remembers 
that the Manitarics, for several months, kept the body of 
an Assiniboin, who was killed in the winter, which they 
daily used OS a mark to shoot at Mutilation is very common 
among them. Want of feeling towards their prisoners 13 
comrnon to all unciviii/cd people; the nations of hunters 
especially do not regard the tortures of living creatures; ard 
the Brazilian savage does not in this respect differ from the 
North American, and the Oaucho in the south of this conti- 
nent, or, indeed, from man in a state of nature in every part 
of the habitable globe. 

'Yhc Manitaries appear to have but a very slight acquaint- 
ance with medicine; they ma^y have recourse to the drum, 
the schischiku^, and the singing of the medicine men, for 
the cure of diseases. As a remedy for woundfi the>' bum 
scented grass {AfUhoxanikum odoratum), hold their hands 
in the smoke, and then, at some distance^ over the wound, 
after which they lay tallow upon it. The cure of some men 
who recovered after being scaJped. and many large scais on 
the bodies of these Indians, are proofs of the natural vigour 
of their constitutions. The medicine men have a particular 
song, without words, which is employed as the last resource 
to recover a person at the point of death- The magician 
alone then sings, accompanied by his schischiku^. 

The Manitaries always lay their dead uix)n stages or scaf- 
folds> As the lord of life is displeased when they quarrel 
and kill each other, those who do so ore buried in the earth, 
that they [405] may be no longer seen. In this case a buffa- 
loes head is laid upon the grave, in order thai the buffalo 
herds may not keep away, for, if they were to smell the 
wickedj they might remove and never return. The good 
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are laid upon stages, that they may lie seen by the lord of 
life. 

The language of the Manitarics is very diSercnt from thai 
of the Mandans, and is far more difficult to pronounce cor- 
rectly. Like ihiit, it has many gutturals, esjJtcially iXic ck, 
as in Dutch and German. The difficulty of the pronuncia- 
tion lies chiefly in the accent What may in German be 
c:cprcssed in a few Tvords^ requires several; a proof of the 
poverty of the language, I-^wis and Clarke say — '* the dia- 
lect of the Mandans differs widely from those of the Arik- 
karas and Manitaries; but their long residence near each 
other has insensiUy blended their manners, and occasioned 
some approximation in language, especially In objects of 
daily occurrence-'* This is correct, for I was assured by 
both nations that, when they Eist lived together, their lan- 
guages were totally differeat, and respectively unintelligible 
to each other. 




CHAPTER XX\TT 



A Fm WOKDS RESPECTING THE AUXXAftAS 

The Aiikkaras on the Missouri are a tribe which^ many 
years ago, sepamtcd from the Pawnees, and settled cm the 
Lower Missouri, where they inhabited two village^,"' At 
the time of Lewis and Chirke's travels these Irdians lived 
on friendly terms with the Whiles; but, in consequence of 
subsequent nusunderstandings, they became their most in- 
veterate enemies, and killed all the tradeis who ventured into 
the vidnity of their territory. After they had defeated the 
keel-boats of General Ashley, and the imsuccessful expedition 
of Colonel Lcavcnv^orth, they became more insolent than 
ever; and, as they had no longer any prospect of trading on 
Ihe Missouri, and other circumEtances unfavoiirablc to them 
look place, they removed, in the year 1832, and settled at 
a great distance in the prairie, where they are said to dwell, 
on the road to Santa F^, above the sources of the river La 
Platte, Their villages on the Missouri have been entirely 
abandoned and desolate since that time.'" 

The Arikkaras are tall, robust, well-made men; some of 
Ihera are nearly six feet (Paris measure) in height. Their 
physiognomy does not materially diSer from that of the 
neighbouring tribes, especially of the Mandans and Mani* 
Isries, and their women are said to be the handsomest on 
the Missouri, but also the most licentious.*** Their costume 
is likewise not very different from that of the Mandans; 

"* Far VI uootmi of the Arlkora bcct Bn^bui/s TrwaU, in our voluow v, p. 
113, note j6.— Ed- 

■•Sw artCe. QolB :7S-i;8. — Eft 

"^ Set QrBcltciuii]^^ doolptioii ai the ArOurft, kod (he cbssiily ol ^e young 
»Omrti, in our volxnne vl, pp. xto-ijs^^Eo, 
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their robes are mostly painted of a reddi^-brown colour. 
They have renounced Ihe costume, and the greater part ot 
the customs of the Pawnees. At the time when they left 
the Mbsouri, they amounted to between 3000 and 4000 souls, 
of whom 500 were warriors, and possessed a great many 
horses and dogs; ihey can now bring foo men into the field, 
and are still a warlike people. Ross Cox, in his journey 
to the Columbia, calls them a powerful tribe, which is, per- 
haps, rather too strong an expression. The mast detailed 
accounts respecting this people, with which I am acquainted, 
are in Brackenridge's ajid Bradbury's travels;"* ycl Ihey 
are very meagre, though the former had opportunities of 
observing them for [407] some lime, on friendly terms. Per- 
haps he had not an interpreter sufficiently acquainted with 
the language. 1 will state what I have learned from some 
Mandans, especially from Mato-Top^, who lived a long 
time among the Arikkaras- 

Brackenridge gives an imperfect description of the ccffi- 
stniction of their huts, which does not much differ from that 
of the Mandans. This wriler says that the villages of the 
Arikkajus were very dirty, and compares them with some 
old European towns. As it must, liowever, be supposed that 
Brackenridge had never seen European to'ftTis, where the 
police are more strict than in Americaji lo^ns, his com- 
parison does not hold good. Both Brackenridge and 
Bradbury were very well received by these people, and 
some white men were living among them, who served as 
interpreters- When a stranger was once in their villages 
he was hospitably treated, and invited to many of their 
festivals. When he left, however, he had to be on his 
guard, especially against the war parties, who seldom 
spared a white man. 

The agriculture of the Arikkaras was the same as that of 

•■ Volume* V oEtd Tl of olir leriM- — Elk. 
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their neighbours. In the education of their children they 
arc said to have been more strict, for, when the children 
bchavwi ill, tht-y wea- sevcrt-ly corrected. Among the mon.' 
northern nations also, a better system prcvaUs than among 
the Mandans and Monitarics: it frequently happens, among 
the Chi j;pr ways, that, when a boy rudely jjas^s before the 
older men, ihey take him by the arm and give him a good 
thrashing. If a young man is idle, and will not go hunting, 
his father has been known to drive him before him a 
mile, beating him all the way, and then telling him that, if 
he returns without any game, he shall be punished still more 
severely. Like most of the Indian tribes, the Arikkaras 
have their bands, or unions, and likewise distinct dances. 
They arc as follows : — 

1. The band of the bears. It consists of old men, who, 
in their danoe, wear some parts of the bear's skin, a necklace 
of bears' daws, &c. 

2- The mad wclves. They wear a wolf's skin on dieir 
back, with a slit, through which they put the head and arm. 

3- The foxes wear fox skins on different parts of their body. 
4. The mad dogs carry a schischiku6 in their hand when 

they dance. 

5- The mad bulls* These are the most distinguished 
men, and wear, in their dance, the skin of a buffalo's headp 
with the homs- 

6. The soldiers. 

Besides these bands, the Arikkaras have, at least, seven 
different dances. 

1. The hot dance, or the black arms. 

a. The dance of the bird's egg. They wear» on the fore- 
head, the skin of a screech-owl, 

3, The dance of the youngest child. Both the young and 
the old bands may have this dance, and wear, at the back 
of the hcad» a piece of swan's skin, with a crow's feather. 
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4. The dance of the prairie foxes- They wear a kind of 
apron of red or blue doth ; behind^ [408] the akin of a prairie 
foj; short leggins, just above the knee; at the back of the 
head, two crows* tails crossed; and on iheir iL-ggins, bells, 
which they make themselves out of tin kettles. 

5. The white earth dance. 'I'hcy wear a cap made of 
ermines' titilsT hanging down; at the back of iheir head, two 
war eagles' feathers crossed; at the small of the back^ a piece 
of leather like a tail^ ornamented with strips of ermine and 
bells; they carry a large bow-Iajicc. decorated with the 
feathers of the war eagles. Their robe is trimmed with fox 
skin and strips of ermine. 

6. The dance of the spirits. A large cap of owls' feathers 
hangs down behind, and goes even round the body. They 
have a war pipe suspended round the neck, and in their 
hands the skin of their medicine animal- 

7. The dance of the extended robe. If anything is given 
to them during this dance, they receive it with their guns 
pointed at the giver. They dress as if they were going to 
batUe, and only the bravest warriors are admitted among 
them. If any one accepts a present, another, who has per- 
formed more exploits, pushes him away, enumerates lus 
own deeds, till another comes and treats him in the same 
manner, and so on, till, at length, the bravest takes posses- 
sion of the gift. They imitate in their dance the various 
altitudes of fighting, and, with one ann, hold their robe 
before them like a shield, as if to defend themselves. All 
the wounds they have received arc marked on the body with 
red paint- These bands and dances are bought and sold 
in the same manner as among the Manitaries, Crows, and 
Mandans. The purchasers are obliged to offer and give 
up their wives to the discretion of the fathers, that is, the 
sellcrH, 

Their games are nearly the same as among the other tribes- 
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The skin of a young white bulTalo cow is likewise highly 
vuluec! by them. They have the same distinctions as the 
Mandanfi for thdr military exploits, and the partisans ob- 
scTVt the same ceremonies, only the Arikkara partisan has 
a head of maize at his breast, which they consider as a great 
mwJicinc. If they are obUgfd to retreat they ne^'er throw 
aside their girdle, as the other nations do, however hot the 
weather may be. It is said that when many Arikkams are 
together they do not fight very well, bul when there art only 
a few they show much more bravery. No tribe has killed 
so many white men as the Arikkaras. The Pawnees for- 
merly tortijred their prisoners, till their chief, Petiilescharu, 
as Say relates,"* abolished the custom,"' and the Arikkaias 
likewise renounced it when they separated from the Pawnees. 
Their religious ideas and traditions are in general the 
same as those of the Mandans, They give to the first man 
a name which is likewise the appellation of the wolf. They 
feainerly reveteneed (he aric of the first man, but they have 
given up that custom* Like all the Indians on the Missouri, 
they have their medicine fe^ts and all manner of super' 
stitlous practices. The Okippe, properly speaking, is not 
known among them; they torture themselves, however, 
though [409] not 50 cruelly as their neighbours. All kinds 
of animals are considered by them as medicine, and they 
dioose it as the other tribes do. They never fast so long 
as the Mondans and the Manitaries; at the most for one 
day. When they would do penance and kDl buffaloes^ they 



*■ See nur rolunw m, pp, ijc^tj^.^ En^ 

"^ Froffl John Irvittg*! ladinn Skcichs El jippun tlut PEtulodiBru did oat 
Idcnvd in wboUy atuJuhing this oulam.— UjCdurtUN. 

Comm€nt by Ed- John T- Irving jr., flccompanieil L'liilcd Stntca CuEmnii- 
iioDo^ Henry L. ElUwrjrth. vhn vi£ seal (1S5J) to amingp wiih Ehe Vsvmt* tor 
Ihe t»ell-bdng of the remnfltl oi the D*bwflte tube, tb»l hud been removed lo lb« 
vul f>i tiit Miuitoippi. Hi5 ulvcniuic4, cnliCeti Imiian ^kotakfi lakttt dttrmg 
tin Expedition to l^e Patent Tribes, appcued ia PhilBJcitibla In iS^;. — Ea. 
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never load their horses with the flesh of the animals they 
may ba\'e killed, but ofleo brbg home a large quantity, on 
their head and back* from a great distance. He who 
beais the greatest burden sometimes gives ihe flesh to 
a poor old man, who then sings medicine songs for him, In 
order that he may have much success in hunting and in war, 
and by such actions he acquires great esteem. The lord 
of life told the Arikkaras that, if they gave to the poor in 
this manner, and laid burdens upon themselvesi they would 
be successful in all their undertakings. It b 3aid that they 
have given up all their former religious traditions except 
the last. This may^ perhaps, be partly ascribed to the m* 
fluence of the Whiles — a conjecture which occurs to un- 
prejudiced persons when they consider the simple mythology 
of the Mandans, The maize k one of the principal medi* 
cines of the Arikkaras, for which they show their reverence 
in various ways- One of their greatest medicine feasts is that 
of the bud case, which they have faithfully rctamed; they 
esteem this medicine as highly as Christians do the Bible> 
It is the general rule and law, according to which they govern 
themselves. This instnimenl is hung up in the medicine 
lodge of their villages^ and accompanies them wherever they 
go. It consists of a four-cornered case^ made of parchment, 
six or seven feet long, but narrow, strengthened at tiie top 
with a piece of wood. It opens at one end, and seven scbi*- 
schikufe of gourds are lixed at the top, ornamented with a 
tuft of horse-hair dyed red. See the annexed*"' woodcut, 
designed by Mato-Top^. Inside of the box there are stuffed 
birds of all such kinds as they can procure; that is to 
say, only such species as are here in summer. Besides 
these the box contains a large and very celebrated medicine 
pipe, which is smoked only on extraordinary occasions and 
great festivals. If an Arikkam has even killed his brother, 
*" Sn p. JS5 fc Qlunraiioii of Arikorm tiri-cae« gourds. — £d. 
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and then snioked this pipe^ all ill-will towards him must 
be forgoilen. With this sin^lar apparatus a ccremory is 
performed as soon as the seed is sown and the Erst gourds 
are ripe> I1ic blossoms of the gourd are guarded, that no 
one may injure ihcm; and, as soon as the first fruit is ripe, 
some dif'tinguished warriors are chosen, who muit come to 
the assembly. Articles of value are presented to them; the 
first fniit is tut and given them to eat. For this they must 
take down and open the bird case, on which occasion medi* 
cine songs are sung^ and the large pipe is smoked. In the 
summer-tinic, [410] when the trees are green, they take an 
evergreen trce^ such as a red cedar, pe«l the tnink^ and paint 
it with blue, red, and white ringSf and then plant it befoie 
the medicine lodge; the case is taken down, and the cere- 
mony performed, ITiis bird case is of special efficacy in 
promoting the growth of the maize and other plants; and 
he who carries this magic case to a great distance, and with 
considerable exertion, obtains the highest place in the favour 
of the lord of life. The strongest men among these Indians 
are said sometimes to carry a whole buffalo, without tlie head 
and the intestines, to present it as an offering to the bird case. 
This offering is considered very meritorious; and, when they 
have made it four times, it is believed that they will never 
be in want of buffaloes. At the beginning of the world, the 
Mandans, it is said, inhabited the village of Ruhptarc, to- 
gether with the Arikkaras> At that time the lord of life 
came lo them in the form of a child, and directed them to 
celebrate the Okippe every year, like the Mandans, but not 
their ceremony with the bird case. Quarrels and affrays 
arose on this subject between the Mandans of Ruhptare 
and the Aiikkaras, during which the lord of lite remained 
among the former. He thought of going to the other party, 
which he was advised not to do, because they would kill him; 
to which he answered. " They cannot kill mc." He then 
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went to a stream, took oul of it e piece of saJt, with which 
he nibbed his whole body, and threw a port of it among the 
Arikkaras, by which a great nmny of them were poisoned. 
The two parties afterwards sq^aralcd; the Arikkams re- 
tained their bird case, the Mandans the Okippe, aa the lord 
of life had enjoined them- In consequence of this event 
the Arikkams were angry witli the lotxl of life, ajid caJled 
him " the prairie wolf." 

This bird case is likewise a calendar for the Arikkaras, 
for they reckon the seven cold months by Ihc seven schi- 
schikufe^ beginning lo count by llie mkldle one for the coldest 
month. On the left hand they reckon three months till the 
warm wccther, which lasts five months^ and which they pass 
over, lo begin at the end of the schischiku^ with the other 
cold months, proceeding lo the centre where the grratcst 
degree of cold recurs. Leaving out the five months of 
warm weather. May, June. July, August, and September, 
those which are reckoned by the schischikufe are — 
I, The month in which the leaves fall; October, 
3. The month of the nose of the little serpent; November. 

3, The month of the nose of the great serpent ; December. 

4, The month of the seven cold nights; January. 

5, The month which kills or carries ofl men; February, 

6, The month in which the wfld geese return; March. 

7, The month in which vegetation begins; April, 

The Arikkaras practise a numl)er of strange tricks and 
juggleries. They are remarkably dexterous in sleight-of-hand 
performances, which they arc said to have learned from a cel- 
ebrated [412] juggler. They institute medicine feast-^at which 
endre comedies arc performed. One, for instance, disguised 
in a bear's skin^ with the head and claws, imitates the mo- 
tions and the voice of the animal so accurately that he can- 
not be distinguished from a real bear. He is shot; the 
wotmd is plainly to be se«n, and blood flows; he drops down 
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&nd dies; the skin is stripped off^ and a1 last the mao appear? 
safe and sound- On another occasion, a man's head is cut 
off with a sabre and carried out- The body Temains bleeding, 
without the tieadp And thb headless trunk dances menily 
about. The head is then replaced, but with the face at the 
back* The man continues to dance, but the head tssecn in 
ib right po^iition, and the man who was beheaded dances 
as if nothing had hap|iened to him. The bleeding wound 
is njbbed with the hand, it disappears, and all is in order 
again. Men are shot; the blood Bows; the wounds are 
nibbed, and they come to life again. The Arikkaras per- 
lorm all these tricks with such consummate address, that the 
Illusion is complete, so that most of the French Canadians 
believe in the reality of all these wonders. No Arikkara 
will break a marrow-bone in his hut; (his must always 
be done In the open air; they believe that, if they neglect 
this precaution, their horses will break their legs in the 
prairie. 

Tiiese people have at present a great many enemtet. The 
Mandans, the Manitaries, the Crows, the Sioux, the Black- 
feett the Assiniboina, the Arrapahos, and the Pawnees, 

The Arikkaras affirm that God said to them that they 
wer? made of earth, and must return to earth; on which 
account they bury their dead in the ground. Various things 
ate sometimes cast into the graves of eminent men ; the corpse 
is dressed in the liest clothes, the face painted red, and some- 
times a good horse is killed on the grave. If the deceased 
has left a son, he receives his father's tiiedidne apparatus; 
if not, it is buried with him in the grave. 

The language of (he Arikkanis differs totally from those 
ol the Mandans and Manitaries; there is more harshness 
in the sound; the guttural th occurs frequently, and thcit 
are very many German terminations, such as naisch, raisch^ 
ass, CSS, uss,&£.&c^, which ar? much harsher than the 
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terminations of the Manitari lani^age. Germans pronounce 
it easily and correctly. Many words again end with the 
syllable^ hahn^ rakn, wakn, pronounced as In German. Their 
manner of giving names to their children does not differ 
from that of the Mandans and other Indians of the Missouri, 
and the western plains at the foot of the Rocky Mountains. 
They arc often harmonious, and are changed on special oc- 
casioDS^ such, for instancx', as having perfonned some feat 
of valour, when arrived at manhood. 
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,OHN W. AUDUBON, son of the fimous 
ornithologist, was a member of Colonel 
Webb's California Expedition which 
started from New York Cityfor the gold- 
field* in February, 1849. The Journal 
consists of careful notes which Audubon 
madeenroute. Itwaawrittenwithavicw 
to publication, accompanied by a scries of sketches made 
at intervals during the journey; but owing to Audubon'i 
prc-occupaiion with other aJlurat the plan of publication 
was never realized. 

The Journal is, therefore, here publUhed for the first 
time, and is illustrated by the author's original sketches, 
carefiilly reproduced. It gives a vivid first-hand picture 
of the difiitultiesof an overland journey to California, and 
of the excitements, dangers^ and privations of life in the 
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gold-(icld3< An &ddictonaI interest attaches to this account 
from the fact that Colonel Webb deserted his party, which 
consisted of nearly a hundred menj when the expedition 
reached Roma, and the command then by unanimous 
choice of the party devolved upon Audubon, This situa- 
tion, as modestly tctated by the author, displays his 
sympathetic nature, as well as his keenness and ability a» 
a leader. 

Besides beine a fascinating atoiy of adventure^ the Jour- 
nal throws much light on the interesting years immediately 
following the discovery of gold in California. John W. 
Audubon was (with his brother Victor G. Audubon) the 
assistant of his fatherj and executed much of the artistic 
work on the famous "Quadrupeds of North America," 
Hispicturcsof the spreading of the gold c^a^c in the F,ast, 
the journey through Mexico, and the social conditions 
after reaching California, show him to be a keen and 
faithful observer 

The Editor^ Professor F- H. Hoddcr,of the University 
of Kansas, has supplied complete annotation explaining 
matters of topography, natural science, and historical and 
personal allusions. Professor Hoddcr in his editorial work 
has drawn liberally upon his special knowledge of the his- 
tory and geography of the West and Southwest. A bio- 
graphical manotr has been written by Miss Maria R. 
Audubon. Being the daughter of the author, alic his 
availed herself ofa large amount of auxiliary material not 
accessible to any other biographer. 

Printed direct from type on Dickinson's dccklc-edged 
paper, and illustrated with folded map^ portrait, and plates, 
in one volume, 8vo^ about 21 j pages, cloth, uncuL 

Price ^3.00 net. 
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f^tucky; and of a Residence in 
the Illinois Territory: 1817-1818 
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ELIAS PYM FORDHAM 

With bcsimtles of the author's sketches and plins 

Ettite^l whh Noies, [ntrodiicbc>ni lodcx, etc^ hf 
FREDERIC AUSTIN OQQ, A.M. 

usH^DiS" '^^^ hi(hcrto unpuWSshcxi MS,, which Ua 
real btcrary and hiacotical find, was written 
in 1817-18 by a young Englishnumorexcdient education 
who assisted Morris Birlcbeclc m establUhing his lUinoit 
■etdcRienc. The author writes 31110 n ym oust y^ but by a 
careful study of various allusiona in the Narra/tvt and 
from infotmation furnished by the family in posKssion 
of the MS.j has been identiiied as Eliaa Pym Fordham. 
Landing at Biitimorc, he reached the West by way of 
Philadelphia, Pittsburg, and the Ohio River to Gncinnatij 
describing the people and the country as he went along, 
THEMiDOUt Fordham was an especially well-qualified 
WtiTir^ Ifiir observer of the Middle West because of 
the numerous journeys he undertook, on land-hundng 
tnps for new cmigrantSj in the service of Mr, Birkbcdt. 
Thcscjoumcys led him into Indiana,Ohio,and Kentucky; 
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and he never omita the opportunity lo make frank and 
pointed comment on society, manners, and morals, as well 
as carcltil ob«crvabons of the htc of the country and ol 
industrial conditions. The style is quite unailected and 
ha* much namra] fharm and sprighflint-s*; and the fact 
th;it he wrote anonymously made nim much more free in 
his comments on contemporary society than would other- 
wise have been possible. 

tocAL AND "f hese journeys also gave him unexampled 
PlONUJl opportunities forcontaci with the pioneers 

W"*™*^ ottheMiddlcWwt.itnd his journal is con- 

acejuently rich in pcrjonaha of early settlers, remarks on 
contemporary history and politics^ state of trade, agricul- 
ture, prices, and information on local history not obrain- 
ahle (.-Iscwhere. He aho visited the larger cities and gives 
very interesting accounts of I^tiaburg and Cincinnati, ac- 
companied by original sketches and plans. In Kentucky 
he had the opportunity to study skvery; and although at 
first prejudiced against this institution he finally reached 
the conclusion that the slave state* offered t>etter chances 
of aucccssfiil settlement than the free states. 
VALUE FOR ^'^^ publication of Fordham's Narrative 
it£ADElL5 AND with mTToduction, extensive annotationa, 
STUDENTS andindexby Professor Frederic A,0^»one 
of the best authorities on the history of the Mississippi 
Valley, will make accessible to historical studcnu much 
new and important material, besides giving the general 
reader a book of vital and absorbing interest. 

Printed direct from tyoc on Dickinson's deckle-edged 
pa per t and illustrated wirn original sketches and plans, in 
one volume, 8vo. about 1 80 pagcs^ cloth, uncut. 

Price $3.00 ncu 
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EJ$tfJmiI^ htr»4«€thnf N6ffi,SMd Ind^Xtiy 

FRANK HEYWOOD HODDER 

PaorsHoa or AxaaicAM HinoHT, UHiTiaiirr of Kadbai 


1 


'"T^HIS «xceedmgi)r rare vrork wa^ iMtied in London, In I770,uid 
X has been S(V much in demand hy hU(oncalsiadcnl& and collectors 
of Americana that even imperfect copies of th? original are now almost 
impowihic t» okain at any price. Our test is from a perfect «*^y of 
the original iriih all the folding mapi and plans carefully reproduced. ^^M 

"OiUy rwo^opirihAvFlvennttrrFtlfrV ul»rliirm|> the pfliT fivr vKiti; nrv f^ipy lold 1 

aitciS-QDi uidTnfoilm it now offered by i reljibJe iSm of boomllfi it $105.00. ^^J 



PITTMAN'S MISSISSIPPI SETTLEMENTS 

Piinnan's Minis^ippi Sttilemtnti ctAr\ia\i\i mtEch valuable original ma- 
M } Lf tci^sJ for ibc study of the French andi Spuish 
Ji VaiUaoU s«tlemenw of old Louktani, West Florida, ind 
SQUTCB work ^^^ lilj'to^ counity. The author, Cipuin Philip 
Pittman, was i Bnttth military enj^incer^ ind 
gircf an accurilc gcjicfal view ufthc Mi&biskippi SctUrmtnU ju^ after 
the Kn^lish came into pos^esajon of the cticcrn balf of the Tiltey by 
(he Peace of 1763. Hi* account, wriiten from penona] obcervition, 
is rieh in allusions to the politicalt social, and mititary rcadjuttmenu 
reauliing from ihia change of pos»ei$ion, *'A comprrbenfcive accounl 
of Ehc Illincits country ajid its irihabitams vlth skdchct in detail of 
the several French posts and villages situated therein, ai personally 
viewed by him in 1 766-^7. ... It coniaiufi, id a compact form, much 
useful and reliable information (nowhere else lo be found) conccrri- 
>ng the MisKistipp] Valley and its people at thai tran«ition period-" 

— WALt«ACE ; illinoii and I^uisianti yndfr Frtnth Rt$Ut 

Dr. ^Illiun F. Poolein WinMr'i Ndrr^iivtstt^ Cfitk^i HLttrj 9/ 
*Tli rf^I'orP Jimfrii4 M,y%i '• It l» ihe *«lie« EagHili 

I ri€ turiteSt ■ccoLini of ihoM Ketlemem*, und, u in 

EnzUsh account "^"^'T " ""^^ "*""" r*!"'"^' V^^ 

o higheir importvicc- He [nitminj wai t 

mitifity cn^n^cr, ind for frvc y^Ai\ wii cjuployed in vurvcyiDg ck« 
MiDisBippl River ud cjtpluruif the ivcftcru tvunEry, The cxccUeot 
]>Uni whirh «c<roinpiny the work, arrisTicady engraved on cof^ter, 
«dd groiriy 10 11* value-" 

An introduction^ notes, and index have been supplied by Profeuov 

^ I Frank Hcywood Hoddcr, who h» nude • 

JtnnOtattOn Oy ^^v^\ amdy of Amrnran htstoricil gwi- 

Professor Hodder^^^'f' The value of the fcpnnt is thus 
•^ enhar)ced by annotation cnnbodying the re- 

>ullf of the latest fescarchca in thift lacld of American hiatury. 



The edition ii limited to 500 copies, each numbered. It » hand- 
somely printed in Urge Culon type on Dickinson'^ dccklo<dgcd 
paper. With folding maps ind plans, Lai^e 3vo,cloih,uncui,^i]r top. 

Price ^3.00 net- 
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The Historic Highways of America 

by Archer Botler Hulbert 

A icric> of ntoDo^fAit on the Watmj cfT America a» partn^cd in (Ik ct[^ 
bttioa of itthigbwayi of Wu, Commnce, >sd SocmI Sjipauion. 

Compriiing tbr fn]|f>iving vohimn : 

Itl-'WMlkinctOO't Road: The Flni Ovpier ol ib« Old Francb Wtf. 
IV-B>«dd«Kft:a Road. 
V— The Old GlMle f Focbea'f) BiMd. 
VI— Btj{>ru:'» WiMcmcH R«mL 
VIJ — Pov«iB« Pvi^i; ThK Ker««1 (^* CootlnvnL 
VJ|[--MaUir7 Roftd* of cbe Miflslitippt Bua. 
IX— WMorwsyii ol Wctrwud SLipaciioa- 
X— The Cumberlfcna Rcm± 
Xl, XII — Pioncei Raads of Amcriu. fvo taltmii. 
XIU, XIV — The Ofcal Ameritan Canals, t"^ *wli*tte>- 
XV— Tbe FuEufC ol Road-Makiae ia America* 
XVi-iadet 

Sutcru volumcir crown 8vo, cloih, uncui, ^It top*. A UMnro BDinoii 
on\j prinwd dirfcc from type, and the iyp« dijirihuted- Eich vohitne luad- 
•pmcly pnnuti ia lu-|e t)'pe on IXdLuuoo'i kunfJ-iwdc p^pcr, tad illuitn- 
CCii with niapi, pliicip and ^ounilcf. 

Publiihed a roTuin« «flch two moncluy begiaaing S«pcemb«r* 1901, 

Piticn, volumci I and 2» S^.oo ud each ; volume* 3 eo |6, i'.fO nei 
each. 

FiPTv iBTi riiN-nn ok lavoi PAPit, each cumbered aitd jigmtJ Sy fhf 
4Mtb*r. Bound is doih. with piper Ubcli oncoi.pk lopt. Pnce, I5.C0 
nei per volume. 

"The rru^i nui cciJr of i^tf Haitjr >l »A^^ti hlHorm] ■nu*rf« in a«nDifl»f> foand k«n u4 Lh 
Xailand. [tniorv4r>«TiiB«raiiiDr1»tlr k-pomffiiEii irarilia.iii itdoi«i*r -f ««lch *««rrii«t ■! 
llttit i4d liliiDili: hliAHapi Aub«p tj%t<Amat.X\^**xuA:'^Thf tjvtng Agt. 

'^Tbavfihinb aLivaJjF l«ur4l iIhiv Mr, Iftlhn (at* u ttntBi u( T"Pt¥-t-l1i: miiint, ini ■ 

"Tfca nflxorir* -«lbvc« 1a ibn Kiio nuj «ii>Aalf be w«lM •l* fM<i tBtn«, tef iter 
fru»li>r> iIhI viih li* hh* nntedc pkiM af the Kw»tcBlii|«r ahviIu u Uu «■*■ wTtMb 
d#Alat r1irUlnllDD."'-^onE"1 TrWtri^. 

"Tt* fuUUhan lt>n Uuac il«lr pan itn>ud (hiit^Bi fbnh vLib piopcr OltaJfr lUi larcfDU 
V«A, t( if S««M *f h>'»J*flf»4 paper and kf aicutTAUJ iiLib *Hr «4p, «1b||ba>,^«M 




:;^^ ^ 
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